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He is always being “touched with compassion.”” The
multitude without a shepherd, the sorrowing widow  of
Nain, the little dead child of the ruler,.the demoniac of
Gadara, theé hungry five thousand—whatever suffers touches
Jesus. His very wrath against the Scribes and RBharvisees
is but the excess of His sympathy for those who suffer under
their hard self-righteousness.

Did you ever find Jesus looking for “‘deserving poor:?”’
He “healed all their sick.” And what grace in His sympa-
thy! Why did He touch that poor leper? He could have
healed him without a word as he did the nobleman’s son.
Why, for years the wretch had been an outcast, cut oftf from
kin, dehumanized. He lost the sense of being a man. It was
defilement to approach him. Well, the touch of Jesus made
him human again.

A HARD HEART BROKEN.

A Christian woman, laboring among the moral lepers of
London, found a poor street girl desperately ill in a bare,
cold room. With her own hands she ministered to her,
changing her bed linen, procuring medicines, nourishing
food, a fire, and making the poor place as bright and cheery
as possible, and then she said, “May I pray with you?”

SN said the girl, “you don't care for me; you are
doing this to get to heaven.”

Many days passed, the.Christian woman unwearily
kind, the sinful girl hard and bitter. = At last the Christian
said:

“My dear, you are nearly well now, and I shall not come
again, but as it is my last visit, I want you to let me Kkiss
you,” and the pure lips that had knoswy. only prayers and

words met the lips defiled by oaths and by unholy caresses

__and then, my friends, the hard heart broke. That was

Christ’s way.

REACHED THE MASSES.

Can you fancy Him calling a convention of Pharisees to
discuss methods of reaching the “masses?’ That leads me
to remark that his humility was altogether lovely and He,
the only one who ever had the choice of how and where He
<hould be born, entered this life as one of the masses,”

The other day I received a letter from a poor prodigal
who, when he wrote, had been two davs without food or
bed. “At night,” he says, “I think that my Lord, too, had
not where to lay his head.”

What meekness, what lowliness. T4l oam among.yvou as
one that serveth.” He “began to wash his diseiples’ feet.”
«When He was reviled He reviled not again.”  “As a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not his mouth.”
Can you think of Jesus posing and demanding his rights?

HIS GENTLENESS
But it is in his way with sinners that the supreme love-
\liness of Jesus is most sweetly shown. How gentle He is,
yet how faithful; how considerate, how respectful= Nico-

demus, candid and sincere, but proud of his position as a

master in Israel and timid lest He should imperil it, “comes

to Jesus by night.” Before he departs, “the master” has
learned his utter ignorance of the first step toward the king-
dom, and goes away to think over the personal application
of “they loved darkness rather than light, because their

deeds were evil.” But he has not heard one harsh word, -

one utterance that can wound his self-respect.

When He speaks to that silent despairing woman, after
her accusers have gone out, one by one, He uses for “wom-
an” the same word as He used when addressing his own
mother from the cross. ;
v TFollow Him to Jacob's well at high noon and hear his
conversation with the woman of Samaria. How patiently
He unfolds the deepest truths, how gently yet faithfully He
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EDITORIAL

WEEKLY TEXT
“When Christ, who is owr life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory.” Col. 8:4.

THE POWER OF THE WORD

Quite a noted scholar of Peking, China, recently read
the New Testament for himself and was genuinely con-
verted. He went to the Bible Society rooms and testified

» to the saving power of the Gospel. He then inquired if he
could purchase as many as fifty copies to give to his friends,
and finally raised the number to 5,684 copies. Some of
these Testaments, which he mwfmmmm
friends, were elegantly bound. In many of them he en-
closed beautiful silk leaves on which in characters of scar-
let and gold he expressed his appreciation of the Book. He
stated that he had investigated different faiths, but this
was the only one that had the true ring, and he was confi-
dent that it contained the truth that would transform Chi-
na. The old Book has never lost its power. It is as potent

- lowed their faith upon it and have gone home “washed in
- the Blood of the Lamb.” . Its truths are as vital now as they

__ when the three, Hebrew childfen were immune against the
burning fiery furnace that was heated seven times its usual

. Its value has not decreased since the saintly mother of
legenbalg as she lay dying called her children to her bed-
de and said, “Dear children, I have a great treasure for
ou—a very great treasure have I collected for you. Seek
it in this Bible, every page of which I have watered with
my teujs.” 'l‘houzh critics have' assailed its foundation—
mud-sill doctrines, yet its truth is as powerful as
} of Tarsus was changed from a bitter persecutor
ostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,” to “a
; of God,” to a love-slave.
‘Book has stood the test of the ages. Ithasmain
ts pre-eminence over all books, and to the child of
-gsearched for its treasures it will become more
thesehstdayﬁwhenthedeviliasohoﬂypur-
followers of -€hrist, and when the testings seem
the great facts of the Gospel shine with increased
Book, God’s eternal truth, his sure Word of
will stand forever.
f who,beveomes p. prayerful student of the
8 __dniurieand Mdtutfortheuh'umu
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- to-day as it has been when the most devout saints have pil- .
were when Daniel slept unharmed in the den of lions or

heat, and in which they beheld the “Form of the Fourth.”
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THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES
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Rev. Sam S. Holcomb is the evangelist at the Gordon,
Texas, camp-meeting.

Rev. J. W. Weldon is holding a revival at Buffalo, Ky.,
where he will remain till September 2d.

Revs. J. L. Brasher, Guy Wilson, and W. W. Owen are
the leaders in a series of meetings at Convenantville, Pa.
The date is August 7-19.

Rev. W. H. Hudgins is preaching at the Hollow Rock,
Ohio, camp:. Rev. L. J. Miller of Nashville, Tenn., is also
one of the preachers at this camp. The other is Rev. John
F. Owen of Boaz, Ala. 3 :

Rev. Roy T. Williams held services the past week with
the Nazarene Church in West Nashville.. Rev. H. H. Wise
is pastor of this curch and is doing most faithhful and ef-
fective work, both in the church and among the people. His
faithful house-to-house visitation is proving a great bless-
ing. Brother Williams preached in the power of the Spirit,
and a number were at the altar for regeneration, reclama-
tion, or sanctification. .

The members and friends of the Nazarene Church at
Water Valley, Tenn., are building a parsonage to be known
as the Joe Dodson Memorial Parsonage, in memory of Mr.
Joe Dodson, one of their members, who recently went to
be with the Lord. Mr. Dodson was a faithful, devout ser-
vant of the Lord, and one of the most loyal supporters of
the church in all that section. They greatly need a home

v

'R. F. D., Columbia, Tenn.
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Millions Should Be Scatte
Everywhere, and Read

We are sure that it will open the eyes of anyone who will read i
examine it. We do not see how-it would be possible to secure stronger
tures, also-of the fact that we are living in the end of this age, than»is_f

Written by a converted Jew who has made a careful study of proj
The facts contained are positively startling. -

“Startling F ulfilhﬁent of the
Concerning the Jews in the

By the REV. JACOB H. ROSENBFJ{G. Supcrimcndem'qf the

Price per single copy, 10c; 60c a dozen or $4.00 per 100 postpaid
Hundreds of our readers might purchase 100 copies each qnd sell 0
know of no better way to arouse profound interest in the most vital thm
the closing out of this age or the Second Coming of our Lord and Savio
So far as we know these subjects have never be.fore.been' har]dvle«'i
berg handles them in this booklet. We know of nothing in print like it.
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vou. A Christian woman, living in Il Paso, Texas, has a
~I'riond. living in another part of the country w ho mailed her
a copy of Living Water. 1t *'ha ppened” that this [".lllh ular
copy was the one which contained the story of
Athans’ life. The woman in El Paso took it to the mis-
<iul)£\x'\' wondering, she said, if “Cousin Eva wasn't writ-
ing about him.” He remembered my name and that he had
told me his experience when we met in Kansas ( ity 1 re-
from him this week, inclosing one which
he had written: for vou, which you will appreciate and en-
joy very much I know. It was very him to write
this letter for vou. Brother Athans and his wife, who is the
daughter of a Methodist minister, have a mission church for
Mexicans in El Paso, Texas. This city
border line from Mexico, you know, and there is a large
Mexican population there. He sent me a picture of their
Sunday School.in the Pentecostal Nazarene C hurch for the
Mexicans. 1 wish we might have had this picture of the
It would
show us what Christianity is doing for these people. The
children have on nice clothes, girls in their pretty little Sun-
day dress, and boys neatly clad. Pray for Bro. and Sister
Athans, and the work they are dong for the Lord.

Dear Young People: Tt is raining this morning,
thing that seldom happens in El Paso, as this is a very dry
country, and as I sat by the window of my lonely little adobe
rmm'ﬁohiml our Mexican- church, watching the torrential
rain fall. T thought T could well employ my time in the next
hour or two, writing a few unique and humorous stories of
Mexicans, which. I trust, will amuse and interest you.

As I have spent several years in missionary work among
the people I am going to tell you about, nearly all these
stories are facts that have come under my personal 6bser-
vation and you may be sure you will get them first hand.

Every race on God's green earth has its own peculiar
and queer customs and and it would certainly be
interesting to all of us to observe some of the things we are
not familiar with in the livesiof others, and if our “Cousin
Eva” will kindly allow us a space in her little corner in the
Living Water T will try to give you a few sketches, in as

simple language as I can of what I promised beforehand.

T shall first of all tell you some of the interesting and
amusing things T have seen'and heard of Mexican children.
Mexicans as a rulé raise a large crop of children. There is
no such thing as * in Mexico. T once was ask-
ing a Mexican how many children they had in the family.
He began to count them one by one, and said, “Seven,” when
his wife suddenly exclaimed, “No, you 'are mistaken, -we
have eight,” and she tried to name them one by one to con-
vince him of the fact. There are as many as twenty chil-
dren in one family in many instances,
get confused in trying to call each child by its name.
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He must buy the bride’s dress and jewelry. He must pay
the priest a big sum of money for the marriage ceremony.
Sometimes the priests get as high as $200 and $300 mar-
riage fee. Scores of friends‘and relatives are invited to be
present at the marriage feat which igdikely to continub for
three and four days or even a week. Good things toeat and
plenty to drink must be provided for the invited guests.
A band of the best musicians in town is hired to provide
music and entertainment for those present. A young Mexi-
can whom I know spent as much as three thousand dollars
at his wedding.

A Mexican wedding would not be considered a wedding
at all unless drinking and dancing constitute the principal
feature, but often such wedding feasts are saddened and
marred by stabbing and shooting affrays which usually at-
tend dancing and wine drinking, and whenever there is a
Mexican wedding in town policemen must be detailed to
keep order. :

Many Mexicans in our country who do not understand
our laws and customs respecting marriage beg to be mar-
ried in Mexican as well as in American style, meaning, of
course, that they wish to be married by the judge of the
civil court and the priest or minister of their religion.
" Sometimes Americans marry Mexican girls, and what sur-
prises one is that neither party understands the other’s lan-
guage. Three months ago I performed a wedding ceremony
in my home. The young man is an American soldier, tall,
light complectioned and fine looking, but the bride is a dusky
Mexican-Indian girl, and she is anything but pretty. The
ceremony had to be performed in Spanish and English for
the benefit of both, as they did not understand each other’s
language. The young groom is now in Syracuse, N. Y.,
with his regiment, and he had to leave his young bride here.
As she does not know English, she writes her letters to him
in Spanish and brings them to me to re-write in English,
so that all their correspondence has to pass through my
hands. T am a sort of corresponrlim:.socn.-tm'_\' of foreign
affairs, you see.

Mexico, being a heathen country, which means that if
is a thousand leagues behind in point of morals and civili-
zation, presonts'a very ugly picture of superstitions and
heathen practices. They practice so many things there that
are very repulsive to us. I know a Mexican woman whose
only child died a few years ago. She had the body of her
chiid exhumed a short time after it was buried, placed it
again in another casket and keeps it in the parlor of her

home on an altar she has built. She thinks she is not so
lonesome now that she has the dead body of her child in
her parlor.

In Mexico City another Mexican woman who lost her
husband had his body cremated, placed his ashes in a jars
and every once in a while she would dissolve a feaspoonful
of his ;1.;'1105 in a glass of wine and drink it down. She
loved her husband so, she said.

In Mexico the blood of animals 18
markets and the people buy andjéat it.
good. They also eat grasshoppers and

things that none of us would care to touch

But there are a good many fine qualiti
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Mexican dishes
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bread in that country. :
A Mexican home, as a rule, consists of or
building, made of adobe, with dirt floor, and"
one window. The whole family sleep in the
They close door and window at night. Chicken
cats and dogs form a part of the family,
housed in the same building at night. If ‘the
side at night they are sure to disappear.
Mexico is a country where the parrots a
Mexican parrots are very talkative and shre!
very seldom find a Mexican home without
Mexican lady told me a very interesting an
about a Mexican parrot. In Mexico donkeys
mon carriers of burdens. A wood seller was lead
the streets of a small town six donkeys loa
which he was trying to sell. “Wood, wooi "
ery as he would turn from one corner o
other. Q; he ‘passed by a certain ho!
“Wood, wood,” he heard a voice from wi
it in.” The man, thinking it w: ‘
speaking, opened the front gate anc
in the yard. When he went in the
" money®the lady, in surprise, said
vou said for me to bring the woo
wood seller” “No, I did not,” sai
been that bad-bred parret.”
scolded him, and punished him §
then crawled under the bed, but
par'rot the cat jumped on the t:
picce of steak she had left thes
steak gone she punished the ez
parrot, and the cat crawled un
was. The parrot had hearc
it saw her crawling under
wood too?’ The parrot evi
the same mischief he did.

For years we have
song books as would
need. In this last book
experience and combin
in all our other books t
every Christian worke
need for just such a son|
one—only the songs wh
with power and revi
else is soaring, we a
lection, at the very I
sample; or $1.50 pe

Living Water Songs
Bread of. Life Song
P'rice of above,
Redemption. Songs
Price of these two books,




P. R. NUGENT, RICHMOND, VA.

LESSON FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 26, 1917
THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH
2 KiNG 25:1-21
i " GOLDEN TEXT: “As I live, saith the Lord, I have no
£ pleasure in the death of the wicked.” Ezek. 33:11.

In Josiah we see the last flashing forth of kingly right-
eousness in Judah before the final collapse in sin and in
national ruin. Josiah’s sons and grandson were all displeas-
ing to God so that there was no stopping of the down grade
movement, and long drawn out mercy at last gave place to
judgment. It came through Nebuchadnezzar, and came in
an ordinary way, but God’s hand was in it (ch. 24:20).
Zedekiah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar and this brought
about the seige and capture of Jerusalem. The real explana-
tion was that God was executing punishment for lang con-
finued sin. He had placed Israel in that land to worship
‘and serve Him and be a witness for Him and his truth to
the nations of the earth. Idolatry and other sins made the
| nation an utter failure on this so that there was no reason,
: nor right, for them to continue in the land and God brought
about their overthrow and removal.

The lesson shows how unsparing God’s wrath was. The
~temple and city were given up to destruction, for the ma-
and wealth of man that have served his pur-
o they bave ceased-to do sc.

hrow of Jerusalem by the Roman
tion of what will take place at the end
age 6n a far larger and more awful scale. God’s
gment on a nation was terrible. His judgment on the
ations which, after a trial lasting 2,520 years, have failed’
to honor Ged, will be far worse. And fhis judgment seems
to have already begun.

The lesson shows how a people may have much that tends
to help them, but that, without God, it is of no avail. The
fact that the siege of Jerusalem lasted about eighteen
months (lacking only a day) shows that there was much
in favor of the city so far as men and material were con-

%

cerned. The walls must have been strong or they would

have been broken down sooner. The soldiers must have
been brave and persevering or they would not have held
out so long. They must have been loyal or they would have
deserted to the enemy. And they wexe st ~ng and heroic to
. endure the hardships of a long siege. 24;’&!0
And what did all this amount to 5o f.. wp, R 3 ¥rs
city was concerned? Nothing. “Except the Lul.’hm
_city the watchman waketh but in vain.” Sinners and ve.
sliders may have a show of tserngth and natural points in
t eirjfavor. The worldly professor of religion may be in
1ike condition and for a season they all may do well in out-
ward appearance, but the time' must come when, like the
J ws under Zedekiah, they go down in ruin under the judg-
r =t of the One whose favor they would not seek and whose
I aishment they merit and will receive.
. Another lesson connected with the fall of Jerusalem is
vnnd in the book of Jeremiah. The prohet was shut up
! the city during the siege and was a messenger of mercy
- L king and people by telling them the best way for them

4 take with reference to their safety.

: ! But the king was
raid to give heed to good advice and took the way that

LIVING WATER

JQGI?
Tgnn

£

made his calamity greater. About the last
before his-eyes were put out was the killing
Threne, frecdom, sight, city, sons—all gon
would not harken unto God. s
Another point tosnotice is that (.nds
is as sure as his promise to bless unless the
warned turned from the sins .that call
was the case with the Nineriteés. The troub
will not believe God's warnings. This wa
Judah, as it had been with Israel, and as it'§
majority of peaple now.. God has called™
nations, communities .\m\ nuh»uiu.ll\ to ack
fess and forsake their sins, but many pepp
all nations are heedless as a whole and Wil
Not even the tribulations that close this ag
to repentance (Rev. 9:20, 21) and so fina
coming on, getting nearer with the pasqin”
ye therefnw and pray always, that ye
worthy. (R. V.. prevail) to escape all thes
come to pass, .ml to stand before t
21:36.)
What a good thing it would be t
Water. It canpot fail to be a bles
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