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SIN 1S
STILL SIN

by General Superintendent Jerald D. Johnson

xplanations for abnormal behavior appear to
E be in vogue. Deviant activity is simply writ-

Whether one reads the concerns of the apostle
Paul in his addressing of issues to the Corinthian

ten off as “inappropriate” action, an error in “judrch or the letters recorded in Revelation to the

ment,” or an “unfortunate” decision. In reality the
responsible party has probably been guilty of a
deliberate, decisive choice that resulted in a seri-
ous transgression of the laws of both God and
man. The Bible has one word for this. That word is
sin.

This proneness to justify what in reality is im-
moral behavior has prompted a leading news mag-
azine columnist to write on the subject, “Why
Nothing Is ‘Wrong’ Anymore.” Her comments ap-
pear to be an echo of the famous author and psy-
chiatrist Dr. Karl Menninger’s best-seller title,
Whatever Happened to Sin?

Trends of society have their effect on the church.
Our ministers must be on guard against these en-
croachments. Our people must not allow them-
selves to be intimidated and threatened by a lack-
adaisical attitude toward moral standards of
conduct. A redeeming, loving fellowship need not
be a compromising, condoning church.

seven churches, attention was demanded of
God’s people to recognize sin for what it is and
what it does. The requirement in each case was to
deal firmly with the one who was sinning.

How comforting for a “backslider” to merely ad-
mit to “stupidity” and find consenting attitude in
the church. Such a response will soon lead to a
weak and ineffective ministry as far as that church
and its leaders are concerned.

It takes courage to admit to sin in one’s life. Yet
the path to peace, forgiveness, and restoration
must include not only such an admittance but also
a sincere expression of godly sorrow for that
which was done. This then shall be followed by a
determination not to repeat the act of trans-
gression. This is redemption. To this end let us
commit ourselves in ministry and fellowship. Then
the church, not having succumbed to societal
trends, remains strong with a ministry that is in-
deed effective. O



by MICHAEL HUTCHENS

have never been a lonely person. I really like peo-
pie, but it does not upset me greatly to not fellow-
ship with someone every day.

But a year in Western Samoa on a specialized mis-
sionary assignment changed that. My wife, Pat, and |
learned what it means to be lonely. Until the Duck-
worths came from American Samoa, we were the only
U.S. Nazarenes in Western Samoa. Our Samoan Naza-
renes really had been nice to us and are very friendly.
But cultural and racial differences made it impossible
for us to really feel as much a part of the people as we

desired. Consequently, there were times when we felt
extremely lonely. We longed for fellowship with our
friends in the States.

Loneliness will destroy you inside if you allow it to
do so. It can become a form of mental sickness. It will
affect your mental health; your attitude, disposition,
and spirit. Rather than succumb to loneliness we
learned of ways to cope with it. They were not easy
lessons to learn, and | share them in hope of helping
others. When you are lonely, what do you do about it?

Accept the fact that you are lonely. Do not try to
rationalize it away. Rationalization will not remove the
problem or leave you feeling any better about it.

Remember God’s promise, “1 will never leave you nor
forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5, NKJV). Read God’s Word
and pray. There will be a genuine spiritual lift as you
commune with God. You will still miss human fellow-
ship, but He will bring you comfort. | have learned this
in a new way this year.

Write letters to your friends, sharing your need for
them to write. Don’'t become morbid about it, but be
frank and honest about your need with those you love
who are far away.

Try to occupy the remaining lonely times with
things you enjoy doing. Don’t just sit around feeling
sorry for yourself. Pursue your hobby. My hobby is run-
ning. Many times I've chased away loneliness as I've
run down the narrow roads of Western Samoa. What-
ever your hobby, do it.

Give something of yourself away if possible. | get
much joy and stimulation teaching classes at Samoa
Nazarene Bible College. | feel I am investing some-
thing of me in the students | teach. This takes my
mind off myself and gives me a satisfaction that eases
the pangs of loneliness. Didn’t Jesus say to deny one-
self, and in so doing find it for His sake (Matthew
16:24)?

Fellowship as much as possible with those around
you even though cultural, emotional, material, and
other differences may exist. Some of these differences
will become very small as you get better acquainted.

Be sure to keep attending church. We understand
little of what is said in the services here, because most
are in Samoan and very little in English. But there is a
deep satisfaction in having been faithful in attendance,
which helps dissipate loneliness.

When another person is with you, or the family is
with you, these times give you opportunity to become
better acquainted. Play games together, go places to-
gether, etc. It may be possible to dream together.
Dream of times when it will be different, when you will
be in circumstances less lonely for you.

Pat and | have found devotional times more mean-
ingful than ever before. We spend more time on Bible
reading and prayer together than before we came.
These times with God have become enriching.

These are some of the hard lessons we have learned
on how to cope with loneliness. Perhaps they will help
others who lead lonely lives. O

REV. MICHAEL HUTCHENS is an area representative for
Life Income Gifts Services of the international Church of the
Nazarene, helping people plan their estates. He resides in
Youngstown, Ohio.
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THE NAZARENES OR THE
NAZARENE’S?

Some 39 years ago | was saved,
and the Lord led me to the Church of
the Nazarene.

At that time | was of the opinion
that 1 was joining the Church of THE
NAZARENE with emphasis upon
“THE NAZARENE,” as Jesus was
known as “THE NAZARENE.”

In recent years | have come to an
abrupt, if not rude awakening, that
we refer to ourselves loosely as
Nazarenes or we refer to our church
as the Nazarene Church. Now I'm
old and set in my ways and still refer
to myself as a member of the
Church of “THE NAZARENE.”

| reckon it makes little difference
what we call ourselves, so long as
we are the holy ones we claim to be.
However, it seems to me we are los-
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Please keep your letters brief (50-150 words). Letters responding
to other letters are not printed. We cannot reply personally to let-
ters not selected for this feature. Address: LETTERS, Herald of
Holiness, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.

ing some of the mighty power of the
pen when we do not stress the point
that we are a church definitely asso-
ciated with “THE CHRIST.”
Chet Roth
Van Buren, Arkansas
FRIENDS NEEDED

Recently | read a statement that
said that people are not so much
looking for a friendly church as they
are looking for a friend. | have no-
ticed this to be true in my own life as
well as in the lives of others.

It works beautifully for the person
who is accepted and befriended by
someone at church. But for many,
this never happens. We are losing
many regular attenders as well as
prospects because of this very rea-
son.

| believe that it is time that we
started caring—really caring—

about individuals. This is one of the
reasons that, in spite of all that we
are doing, we are not growing as we
could and should. We have facilities,
programs, organization, education,
etc., etc.— but not nearly enough
real love—the kind Christ showed.

Name withheld by request

BE READY

| appreciate the Herald of Holi-
ness. It brings much good news to
the homes of the people. However
there seems to be some disagree-
ment concerning our denomina-
tion’s belief relative to prophecy and
the return of our Lord Jesus Christ
for His Church. Will there be a secret
rapture, at which time Christians will
disappear from the earth and go
home to heaven? Many believers

say yes. Some say no. But what
(Continued on page 20)



MY BOOK OF

by M. H. ROZZELL

alachi had some stern words of rebuke for the
M nation of Israel. They had gone away from

the ordinances of God; they had robbed God of tithes

and offerings; they had declared that it was vain and
without profit to serve the Lord; and they had insisted
that only the proud were happy, and that only the
wicked were truly free.

But the prophet urged them to turn back to God, to
bring their tithes and offerings into the storehouse,
and come to know through obedience that true hap-
piness and prosperity result from wholehearted service
to God.

Following Malachi’'s exhortation, we read: “Then
they that feared the Lord spake often one to another:
and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name”
(3:16).

| do not know what was written in their “book of
remembrance,” but | know what | want in my own
Book of Remembrance— 1 want three chapters, written
large and clear.

Chapter One: What | Was (Ephesians 2:12)

| was converted at 19 years of age. By the world’s
standards, | was not wicked. | did not smoke or drink.
I did not curse or swear. | did not even use slang words.

I am grateful for whatever evil God’s prevenient
grace may have kept me from. | was never a reveler, nor
a fornicator, nor a thief, nor an extortioner—I was
never guilty of such gross acts of transgression.

But in spite of my moral goodness (which in God’s
sight was as “filthy rags”), | still “walked according to
the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2).

I was, in God’s sight, a sinner, under the dominion of
Satan, condemned to eternal wrath by the righteous
judgment of God. | was, in Paul’'s words, “without
Christ, being alien from the commonwealth of Israel,”
a “stranger from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12).
And | was, moreover, “by nature” a child “of wrath,
even as others” (v. 3).

M. H. ROZZELL is a retired elder and resides in Americus,
Georgia.

Let me never forget the horrible pit out of which the
Lord lifted me, the miry clay out of which my Savior
brought me (Psalm 40:2). As the Israelites were re-
minded by their passover of their deliverance from
Egyptian bondage, so let me remind myself over and
over that it was by the mercy and grace of God that |
have “escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).

Chapter Two: What I Now Am (1 Corinthians 15:10)

With Paul, I humbly confess that “by the grace of
God | am what I am.” And | must confess that | am
overwhelmed when | consider what His grace has made
of me!

I who was “dead in trespasses and sins” have been
“born again,” having “passed from death unto life.” Be-
ing born again, | can rejoice that | have received “for-
giveness of sins,” am now “justified” in God’s sight, and
have been “adopted” into God’s family.

And | have received an “inheritance among them
which are sanctified by faith in” Christ (Acts 26:18). |
do not have to sing, “Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it; /
Prone to leave the Lord I love,” for now | am enabled to
love God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength,
and to love my neighbor as myself (Matthew 22:37-39;
see Romans 13:8, 10).

And | learn that, as God’s child, it is my gracious
privilege as apart of His church to make “known” now
—during my earthly sojourn—*“unto the principalities
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and powers in heavenly places ... the manifold wisdom
of God” (Ephesians 3:10).

Though the world may not know or understand,
royal blood is coursing through my spiritual veins, for
I am now achild of God, an heir of God, and ajoint heir
with Jesus Christ—and | must never forget it. What |
am now, | am by the grace of God!

Chapter Three: What | Shall Become (1 John 3:2)

“Now we see through a glass darkly,” Paul tells us (1
Corinthians 13:12). And John confesses, “It doth not
yet appear what we shall be.” But he adds: “But we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him”
(2 John 3:2).

To be like Him! This is our earnest desire and fervent
prayer now. As a songwriter so well expressed it, “Oh,
to be like Thee, Blessed Redeemer! Full of compassion,
pure as Thou art!”

We can approach that likeness here in a measure in
our hearts, even if outwardly our expression of Christ-
likeness may fall short in the eyes of others. But when
He shall appear—glorious prospect!

We shall be like Him in our bodies. This mortal shall
put on immortality. No more pain, no more suffering,
no more weakness or weariness of muscles and minds.
Our bodies will be glorified and become perfect instru-
ments of our souls.

We shall be like Him in our service. In this life our
service is faltering and imperfect, even though we are
committed wholeheartedly to Him. But “when he shall
appear,” we shall, in our glorified bodies, be enabled to
render to God the perfect service that Jesus gave His
Father on earth (Philippians 2:8).

And I shall share with all of God’s children a special
place in that heavenly world. I may not be much to look
at now—but just you wait till God gets through with
me!

In Ephesians 2:6-7, Paul tells us that God “hath
raised us up together ... that in the ages to come he
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”

What a glorious prospect! To be put on exhibit be-
fore an assembled universe and have our blessed Savior
declare: “Just look at what My grace has wrought!
These beautiful glorified saints were once sinful and
defiled, but they have been transformed by My grace,
fashioned after My image and likeness, and brought to
this place of high exaltation. This is the reward of the
righteous!”

And the wonders never cease! As a joint heir with
Christ, | shall share in His universal inheritance and
glorious reign—a reign that shall continue for the ages
of the ages!

My Book of Remembrance—how inadequate my
feeble efforts to record such incredible words! How well
one songwriter has expressed it:

Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made;
Were ev'ry stalk on earth, a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade;
To write the Love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Tho' stretched from sky to sky. a

THE LOVE OF GOD Copyright 1917. Ren. 1945 by Nazarene Publishing
F M. Lehman House. Used by permission.
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REMARRI

NEW WINE

IN OLD
WINESKINS

by JACK M. BARNELL

auto accident, leaving me with a two-year-old son
| was crushed. With God’s help, | allowed myse
grieve the loss of my wife. | could not understand this
tragedy, but | found His promises supporting my faith.
When | felt comfortable with the idea of seeking an
other companion, I continued to ask the Holy Spiritto
guide me. | became aware of some of the risks of re-
marriage. One of the first risks | discovered was ny
expectations for the new marriage. | was reminded of
'the words of Jesus, “No one pours new wine into old
wineskins. ... No, new wine must be poured into new
wineskins” (Luke 5:37-38, N1V). If | entered into anew
marriage, it would not be a continuation of the
former—the old wineskin—but an entirely new rela
tionship. Although the first marriage would always be
a part of my experience, | had to relinquish it in order
to begin a new relationship.

I was 25 years old. My wife had just died from an



When | first started to think about the possibilities
of a new relationship, | couched it in the statement,
“My son needs a mother.” That seemed safer and more
appropriate than saying, “1 would like to find another
mate.” It had to do with loyalty. If I sought a new wife,
some people might think | was being disloyal to my
first wife. Slowly God led me to own the feeling that |
wanted a wife for my sake, not for my son’s sake. If |
found someone | loved, she could develop a rela-
tionship with my son.

When | was able to own the feeling that | wanted a
wife, | saw another risk of remarriage. It was that | had
this feeling long before 1 progressed far enough
through my grief to make a responsible decision. | felt
anurgency to lessen my chaos by returning to the com-
fort and stability of marriage, but | was not ready to
make such a decision. After marital dissolution, there
isdanger in remarrying too quickly. There is no magic
number of months needed for grieving, but spousal loss
isawound, and wounds require time and experience to
heal. If one were to jump quickly from one marriage
into another without having the old wound somewhat
healed, it would be like putting new wine into old wine-
skins. Jesus said, “The new wine will burst the skins,
the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined”
(Luke 5:37, N1V). If a person attempts to put the new
marriage into the wineskin of old ways of relating, the
marriage may be ruined. Dissolution of marriage is
painful. Emotional upheaval runs deep. Grieving takes
time.

Time alone, however, does not get us through the
grieving process. Some people get stuck and, years

later, are still grieving the loss of a spouse as though it
happened yesterday. Remarriage risk is heightened if
one spouse is stuck in grieving. The surviving spouse is
not disloyal to a former spouse by moving on with life.
The first marriage is an indelible part of one’s experi-
ence, but with the loss of a spouse, there no longer is a
marriage. Each person must seek God’s direction in
the light of the new reality.

If children accompany one or both spouses into the
new marriage, risks escalate. Practical decisions need
to be made, such as in whose house they will live. If the
new family moves into a house already occupied by
some members of the remarried family, conflict over
territory may arise. Children may resent sharing space
that formerly was theirs alone. Strong feelings may be
expressed about furniture, about rules, about or-
ganization, and about who does what with whom. Chil-
dren may not want to share their birth parent with a
new spouse.

In a single-parent unit, dependencies often develop
between parent and child. In some respects, a child
assumes a spousal role and performs duties in the
home that the absent spouse used to do. It can be diffi-
cult for such achild to relinquish this special role when
the birth parent remarries. The child may find it hard
to revert to the role of child in relation to the step-
parent. The child also may interpret the remarriage of
the birth parent as a rejection of the relationship en-
joyed by that parent and child. Children may purposely
or unconsciously resort to all kinds of misbehavior to
focus attention on themselves, consume the energy of
the family, and sabotage the new marriage.

Older parents who remarry run the risk of dis-
pleasing adult children. Often these adult children find
it painful to see a parent remarry. They say, “Why
can't Dad be happy with the memories of Mother,
rather than trying to find someone to take her place?”
These adults err in several respects. First, no one will
take the place of their birth parent. Every person has
only one set of birth parents, and they will never have
another. Second, they do not know the incredible lone-
liness experienced by their single parent. They are in
no position to dictate behavior to their parent, but
should lend encouragement in their parent's attempt
to find new meaning in life. Third, they assume that
life can be satisfying when one sits by the memories.
This may be true for a few, but most people want more
from life. Memories of life are a unique part of experi-
ence, but they do not provide fuel for forceful living
today.

These are some remarriage risks. | think itis incum-
bent upon a Christian who loses a spouse to carefully
seek God’s guidance, to adequately process the grief, to
relinquish the former marriage and spouse, to expect
strong emotions from those closely involved in the re-
marriage, and to develop new expectations for the re-
marriage. Second marriages often fail because spouses
attempted to put new wine—the new marriage—into
old wineskins—the old expectations. If people are will-
ing to adventure something new for God, remarriage
may be worth the risks and can lead to expanded use-
fulness in the Kingdom. O

JACK M. BARNELL is a counseling therapist in Olathe,
Kansas, and is a member of College Church.
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NOT
OSTRICHES
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s | sat in our motel room, | skimmed the Yellow
Pages to see what was available in this new

town, soon to be our home. | was waiting for my hus-

band to come back from his new job orientation, then
we were going house-hunting. My eyes came across the
names of several Christian schools. Since we had a
daughter starting school soon, | was happy to see
Christian schools, something we didn’'t have back
home. | went right to the phone and called the schools.
The one school | was particularly impressed with, and
that was in more accordance with our doctrine, prom-
ised to send literature and applications in the next
mail.

Later on that day when the realtor mentioned buy-
ing a house in a good school district, | glibly brushed
the subject aside and said, “We don’t have to worry
about that. Our daughter is going to a Christian
school.” Since schools were not a factor, we bought a
house close to my husband’s work, in a residential
neighborhood, and at a price we could afford.

Unfortunately, our house was located several miles
from the Christian school we liked, and there was no
bus transportation available. Also, we found out tu-
ition was not our only cost—there were books and
school supplies. While we could manage this year, how
could we manage next year when our second daughter
started school, and the next year when our third
daughter started? We were now talking $5,000 a year.
So in late August we enrolled our daughter in the pub-
lic school. We were disappointed at first but became
even more unhappy as we began to hear reports that we
were not in one of the best school districts. While aca-
demically sound, it had the highest ethnic percentage,
it had the children from the lower end of town, and it
had the reputation of being rough.

Anxious to see what | was putting my daughter into,
I went to school with her every day the first week. |
made it a point to meet the teachers, the crossing
guard, and the office staff. Right off | signed up to be a
homeroom mother, and my husband and | were at the
first RT.A. meeting, offering to get involved. It wasn't
long until we were in the thick of activities, getting to
know the school, the parents, and the children. As we
became aware of problems, we helped by attending
school board meetings, passing a petition for a bus, and
getting on various planning committees.

We found out there were many problems but there
were also solutions. We also found that people are the
same everywhere. If you are friendly, they become your
friends. We didn’t want to throw our children into the
public education world to sink or swim, but we wanted
to get in with them. We didn’'t expect them to go it
alone, so over the years we've been involved with their
holiday parties, field trips, fund-raisers, and RT.A. pro-
grams. We invite their friends to our home and church.
Some of these children come from homes with hor-
rendous problems. At times we've been able to help in
a tangible way, other times we could do nothing but
hold them up in prayer, but God has been faithful as
we've seen His hand at work. There's a great mission
field right out our own front door! We have to be wise
and harmless, but we cannot bury our heads and just

EMILY MORAN Is a free-lance writer who resides in Beaver
Falls, Pennsylvania.



hope for the problems to go away. Nor can we just pull
out our own children. What about loving my neighbor’s
child as my own? Are we not our brother’s keeper?

| have had people say to me, “My child just could not
handle the public school,” or, “I just couldn’t do all the
things you do to be involved.” To these people, | reply,
“That's fine. God calls us all to do different things, and
each of us has to do what he feels is best.” But then
there are those who say, “Why do you send your chil-
dren to public school? Don’t they teach humanism?”
Of course they do. That's why I'm there ... to help
counter this teaching, and to encourage the Christians
in the public system who are not teaching it. Chris-
tians do have a voice. These are our schools and our
children.

My girls have been in this school system now for 10
years. To say they've had no problems would be unreal-
istic, but all three of them rank in the top 10 percentile
nationally; they haven’'t become atheists or evo-
lutionists; they don’t smoke, swear, or use drugs. They
have never been attacked. Prejudice is something they
know nothing about. | hope when they graduate and go
out into the “real” world, their values will have been
chosen, they’'ll easily make the transition, they’ll have
an appreciation for people from all walks of life, and
when a problem comes up they’ll not retreat but like
David, go forth with God to meet the challenge. | feel
we all have learned from our public school experience.
I'm glad God has given us this opportunity. O

Because You Gave...
A NEW AFRICAN STATE
IS EVANGELIZED

by CHARLES H. STRICKLAND

n the northern province of the Transvaal in the
I Republic of South Africa there is a large area that

BECAUSE YOU GAVE—the church has now ex-
panded its evangelism to cover the entire state of

has become an independent state called Venda. It isVenda. Seven districts are now organized, and each is

one of the first homeland states to become established
by the government of South Africa for Africans. Itis a
vast area, mostly agricultural. But since it reached
statehood it has developed industry and manufacture
of African goods as well as farming and cattle raising.
Thousands of Africans have moved into the area.

The Eastern section of this new state includes our
famous mission station and former hospital and school
known to our people as “Arthurseat” and “Acornhoek.”
Here Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Schmelzenbach spent
several of their final years of active service on the field,
and several of our Nazarene doctors—including Dr.
Harold Jones and Dr. Howard Hamlin—gave sacri-
ficial service to the hospital. The hospital has been
sold in recent years to the government, and the school
was taken over by the government. But the mission
station remains, and the Bible college is continuing.

BECAUSE YOU G~VE—in the former years this
station at Arthurseat and Acornhoek became the cen-
ter of evangelism and established the Church of the
Nazarene in this region. From the Bible college have
come some of our finest African preachers.

CHARLES H. STRICKLAND is a general superintendent of
the Church of the Nazarene.

"Because
YOU GAVE..."

PROVIDED DY STEWARDSHIP SERVICES

staffed with an African district superintendent. In
1986 it listed a membership of over 5,000 with a Sun-
day School enrollment of over 7,000. In addition to the
monies sent from General Budget through World Mis-
sion to support this work, the Nazarenes in Venda
raised in 1986 125,000 rand ($89,000) for all purposes.

The Venda District, newest of the seven, has been
pioneered by missionaries, Rev. and Mrs. Dale Stotler.
In the capital city of Thohoyando—BECAUSE YOU
GAVE—a beautiful sanctuary has been erected along
the main street of the city. On my visit to Africa in
1986 | spent three days in the city of Thohoyando and
the surrounding area. A camp meeting was in progress
in the new church with Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pearsall.
On Sunday morning | preached in the camp meeting
service, and we had over 100 people at the altar seeking
holiness. | installed an African superintendent, Rev. S.
T. Sabola, who replaces Missionary Stotler who is
scheduled to furlough. After this service we conducted
an ordination service in which | ordained 14 fine pas-
tors, 13 men and 1 woman.

During my visit | saw the new villages surrounding
the capital city and the plans for starting new work—
Sunday Schools, Bible studies, preaching points, etc.
The opportunities, as in so many places in Africa, seem
unlimited. | came away with a prayer that our people
will continue their giving so that we can continue to
train workers and have resources to enter these new
fields.

Venda will be evangelized, for all of us must continue
our world stewardship in giving. O
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CHOICES

by SHARON FLEMING

he house was finally quiet after getting everyone
I off to school and work. | picked up the newspa-

Luckily, we were never overextended, but it took nearly
all our checks to make our payments. Somewhere

per and my second cup of coffee. As | skimmed thbng the way, our priorities had gotten out of line.

paper, | noticed ad after ad of sale merchandise. Most
of the stores in our area were having big clearance
sales. For a moment, | felt saddened and a little resent-
ful that | did not have the money to take advantage of
those sales. With a sigh, | put the paper aside and be-
gan to reflect over the past few years.

It was exactly one year ago that | had finally taken
the big step to quit a successful, high-paying career job.
It had taken much longer for my husband and 1 to
reach the point where we thought we could make it
without my salary.

I had started working as a secretary just a few
months after our first child was born. Bill and | had
married right out of high school. Our daughter was
born three weeks before our first wedding anniversary.
There had been many changes in our life in a short
period of time. We had planned to go to college to-
gether by working part-time. But things were not
working out exactly as we planned. Taking a hard, real-
istic look at our financial picture, we decided that I
would work full-time until we accumulated some sav-
ings.

The months turned into years and, somehow, | never
did return to college. As my job turned into more of a
“career,” we found ourselves enjoying the extras that
we were able to afford. Each year saw us with better
automobiles or new houses or new wardrobes or ex-
pensive trips. Before we knew it, we were trapped with
high credit card payments and a large house payment.

SHARON FLEMING is a free-lance writer who resides in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

10 HERALD OF HOLINESS

We had always been faithful church attenders and
workers. We did feel a little ashamed when the ser-
mons dealt with tithing, but we were at a point where
tithing would mean not paying a bill. So we gave what
we could and tried to put our feelings behind us.

I watched my daughter grow from toddler to youth to
young lady. When she was nine, we adopted a baby boy.
| always tried to spend “quality” time with the chil-
dren, but many days | was just too tired. My job had
become ademanding career with a lot of responsibility.
As with all working mothers, there were still the obli-
gations of housework, meal planning, grocery shop-
ping, laundry, etc. Ofteh | felt there just wasn't enough
of me to go around. All my relationships with my chil-
dren and my husband began to suffer.

Just before our 18th anniversary, our marriage had
drifted to the point of little communication. We were
fortunate to be involved in a warm and loving church.
A family life series was being presented, and somehow
that was exactly what we needed at the time. During
the series, my husband and | were both convicted of the
need to tithe, and of the difference it would make at
home if I was not so wrapped up in a career.

I'd like to tell you that it was easy, that we just wrote
acheck for our tithe, I quit myjob, and we lived happily
ever after. Of course, real life is seldom like that. We
did go home and make a firm commitment to change
the course of our life. But the process itself took two
years of hard work. Many times, | never believed we
would make it.

That first week we began to give the Lord 10% of



everything we made. That has been one of the biggest
blessings of our life. We learned to cut back in many
ways, and we made a vow not to charge anything. |
think that was probably the hardest thing to do. But in
looking back, I realize we were not once without any-
thing we needed (notice, | did not say anything we
wanted). It took a lot of our savings to pay off bills, but
| believe the Lord has richer blessings in store for us.

It was quite a big step when | finally gave notice at
my job. No one could believe | would give up a good
career to stay at home and be a housewife—especially
with a daughter in college and a son almost in junior
high. All the remarks like “you’ll be bored” and “you’'re
too active for that type of life” made me have a lot of
second thoughts. | often wondered if it might not be
too late to change my life-style. But the past year has
been even better than | expected, and | have not
missed working for one minute!

NAZARENE

ROOTS

AUSTRALIAN ORIGINS:
MORE LEAVES FROM
OUR ALBUM

Nazarene origins in Australia date from the mid-
1940s. Albert A. E. Berg, A. C. Chesson, Arthur A.
Clarke, and W. Douglas Pinch were early leaders in
Nazarene expansion on the “down under” continent.
The first congregation was organized in the Campsie
section of Sydney in 1946, and others soon followed
in Brisbane, Tweed Heads, Adelaide, and Melbourne.
At the first district assembly, held in February 1948,
128 members were reported for the district. That De-
cember, the second assembly was held and full dis-
trict organization effected. The four pioneer ministers
and Rev. H. L. R. Madder were ordained by General
Superintendent H. V. Miller, and Berg was elected dis-
trict superintendent, an office he held until his death
in 1979.

These images are from a larger collection of photo-
graphs donated to the archives by W. D. Pinch that
document the spirit of those years. o

STAN INGERSOL, Archivist

First NWMS delegates, 1950

There are times when it's not easy to remember we
are on a limited budget. Like when I pick up the paper
and see all the sales. Or my son has to have $50.00
tennis shoes because everyone has them. But during
those times, | turn to the Lord.

I missed a lot of things with my daughter | can never
replace. | remember my son’sjoy when he asked me to
be home room mother and | said yes. | also remember
the tears when my daughter asked long ago and | had
to say no. I'm working hard now to establish a rela-
tionship with a daughter almost grown and seldom
home. I'm fortunate to have more time with my son.
It's almost like a second chance, and I'm grateful to
serve the Lord of second chances.

In the evenings when my husband comes home to
dinner on the table and a wife with her evenings free to
be a companion, | know I've finally made the choices
that the Lord intended for my life. a

Sister Elsie Apps with Nazarene young people

Bethany Chapel, located at Parry’s Estate

Pastors Langus Phillips, Frank Roberts,
and Dave Curry.

Baptizing in the TWeed River

Early pastors with Dr. G. B. Williamson at the third district assembly
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WHY DON'T

YOUWATCH

WHERE I'M
GOING?—

by JOHN W. MAY

little boy walking with his mother fell in a mud
A puddle and got up wailing, “Mommie, why don’t
you watch where I'm going?”

Some people react like that in regard to the protect-
ing and keeping power of God in holy living. Because
we are sanctified, we expect God to somehow keep us
in spite of ourselves. It does not matter that we are
careless and irresponsible.

Some of life's mud puddles are placed there by the
devil, some are natural encounters in life, and some are
our own creation, but getting across them is altogether

HERALD OF HOLINESS

important. Sometimes God stoops and lifts us over
them, sometimes we can leap across, sometimes we can
go around, and sometimes we just have to wade
through.

It is unrealistic to try to wish them away or to sup-
pose that when the Sun of Righteousness arises that
they all dry up. They are starkly real in day-to-day
experience as we walk with God in the sanctified life.
They are hindrances on the highway of holiness.

The experience is given to strengthen, stablish, and
settle us, but there is an element of human struggle
involved in traveling the way. It is well known that we
must use muscle or lose it. It is just as true in our
spiritual life.

Sanctification does not lift us to an elevated position
where we can look down with disdain on the sweat,
blood, and tears of human endeavor. Holiness must
help us through the difficult places in life. There can
be no real victory unless there is a battle and to the
victor goes the spoil in sanctified living.

Mud puddles come in assorted packages: people
problems, personality conflicts, pressures, psycho-
logical tensions, persecution, and burdens demanding
effectual prayer, to name some. The sanctified are not
immune to or exempt from any of these. The proof of
the experience is not in the absence of problems but in
what happens as we go through them.

Our right reaction to abrasiveness in holy living is
the greatest evidence that we are sanctified wholly.
Why this? Why me? Why now? All these questions are
viable but self-serving. There must be a place where
consecration and commitment operate.

Our response to the adversities in life isjust as vital.
To keep on praying when difficulties continue, to be
faithful under fire, to forgive when no apology is given,
to believe in the face of overwhelming situations, to
hold steady when our personal world is shaking, this is
what sanctification is all about.

Our resources in the midst of trouble are un-
believable but completely