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mooeRn 
monasticism

THERE WAS A DAY when it was 
sincerely believed that, to be holy, 
men had to separate themselves from 
the sinful environment about them  
and seek the shelter and protection 
of a monastery.

We are not in danger of making 
this mistake today. We understand 
that Jesus sent His disciples into the 
world to make disciples of all nations. 
We recall that He said, “I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil” (John 17: 
15). Withdrawal from human society 
does not fit the temper of our modern 
day.

But we are in danger of a new  
kind of monasticism. We attend our 
churches, we sing our hymns, we 
give our witness— but all behind the 
sheltered walls of our church. We 
live to ourselves; we shun the sinful 
and the questionable places of amuse
ment. All of this is commendable.

But the tragedy is that too many 
God-fearing people have shut them-

G e n e r a l
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
C o u l t e r

selves away from a sin-sick world 
that desperately needs our personal 
touch.

There may be many reasons why 
Christians have chosen this modern

monasticism. Perhaps it springs from 
an inward sense of fear and uncer
tainty. In some cases it could be the 
result of inferiority complexes re
garding ourselves or our church. But 
the sad thing is that sometimes it in
dicates that our religious experience 
has become a self-centered matter 
with no throbbing, outgoing love for 
others. Apathy and complacency al
ways rob God’s people of burden and 
concern for sinners.

Very definitely, Jesus wants us to 
be in the world. Just as definitely 
He wants us to be free from its con
tamination and its sin. In one of His 
last messages to His disciples He said, 
“As my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you” (John 20:21).

He became involved with sinners 
and their needs. So must we. He 
touched the lives of the sad, the 
needy, and the suffering. So must 
we. He mingled with the broken
hearted, the perplexed, and the ones 
who had gone astray. So must we.

It’s wonderful to attend the house 
of God, but it’s also wonderful to 
visit the house of a neighbor or friend 
where there is spiritual need. It’s 
wonderful to sing hymns of worship 
and praise. But it’s also wonderful 
to carry a song in the heart and on 
the countenance as we mingle with 
others in the marts of trade. It’s 
wonderful to witness to God’s saving 
and sanctifying power among those 
who recognize the language of Ca
naan. But it’s even more wonderful 
to carry the “good new s” by word 
and life to those who are not yet in 
the fold of Christ.



FAILURE
COMES

l i n  DKLMAK STALTKK

JESUS addresses H is  disciples, b u t  especia lly  H e  
speaks to S im on:  “ S a ta n  h a t h  d es i red  to  h ave  yon, 
that he may sift you  as w h e a t :  b u t  J h ave  p ra yed  
tor thee, tha t  thy  fa i th  fail n o t ” (L u k e  22:31-32). 
Simon Peter was no t read y  to  see th in g s  th a t  way 
and replied, “ I a m  read y  to  go w i th  thee,  b o th  in to  
prison, and  to d e a t h ” (v. 3 3 ) .  N o te w o r th y  e n o u g h  
is that, acc ord ing  to  M a t th e w 's  a c c o u n t  (2(>:35), 
Peter was jo ined  in  th is  loyalty  d e c la ra t io n  by the  
other disciples.

If we p a ra p h ra s e  Jesus’ w ords, we ca tc h  m o r e  the  
force of His d e c la ra t io n :  ‘‘S a ta n  has asked  excessive
ly that you be  g iven  u p  to  h im .” T h e  d isciples d id  
not believe t h a t  they  w o u ld  ever desert  C h ris t .  
They, together, p ro p o s e d  to be f a i th fu l  u n t o  d e a th .  
But Jesus said they  w o u ld  a l l  be  “o f f e n d e d ” b e 
cause of H im  th a t  very n ig h t .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  they 
all “forsook” H im  a n d  H e  d ie d  a lo n e  the  fo l low ing  
day.

Gather courage! E v e n  w h e n  o u r  L o rd ,  w h o  know s 
us perfectly, tells us t h a t  w e sh a l l  fail? Yes! E ve ry 
thing in G o d ’s Book cries ou t  to  us to g a th e r  c o u r 
age and face o u r  enem y , no t  in o u r  s t ren g th ,  b u t  in  
the arm ament o f  the  W o r d  o f  G od . W e  m a y  fail, 
but He has p ra y e d  fo r  us, a n d  we can  rise! Every  
test we face has b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  by o u r  Lord . H e  is 
sure that we will  n o t  f ina lly  fail. T h i s  s h o u ld  bless 
our hearts. Sa tan  is l im i ted .  H e  can go on ly  so far. 
And even then, C h r i s t  is st ill  the re ,  oversee ing  it all.

Christ knew  very w ell th e  te r r ib le  h o u rs  of f ru s 
tration and  d e fe a t  H is  d isc ip les  w o u ld  face w h ile  
He was dying. H e  was n o t  h a rs h  w i th  the m . H e  
must, however, speak  th is  way to  th e m  now , t h a t  
v:hen Calvary o c c u rre d  they  w o u ld  im m e d ia te ly  
recogni/e th e ir  fa i lu re .  H e  w a n te d  th e m  to  r e m e m 
ber His p rayer  for th e m  t h a t  th e i r  fa i th  fail  no t .  
That being t rue ,  the  h o u r  o f  t r ia l  c a n n o t  b e  too  
unbearable, for H e  a l read v  k no w s  a b o u t  it.

l in t  Sa tan  is no t  so easily p u t  off. H e  wishes to 
sift, a n d  if possib le destroy, the  C h ris t ian .  T h i s  is 
the  se p a ra t io n  process, s e p a ra t in g  the  w h e a t  from  
the  chaff. S a tan  ce r ta in ly  does n o t  have  in  m in d  to 
m a k e  us b e t te r  C h ris t ian s ,  b u t  as we resist t e m p ta 
tion , we becom e s t ro n g e r  a n d  m o re  ab le  to  trust 
G od.

S if ting  is necessary to  show  us how  l i t t le  s t re n g th  
we really  have, as well as to  show  us how  m u c h  of 
G o d  we possess. It reveals the  grea tness  of G od 's  
p ow er  an d  the  l im its  of m a n ’s pow er.  I t  shows how  
m u c h  we really  love G o d  a n d  o u r  fe l low m an . It 
gives us a very rea l  p ic tu re  o f  o u r  s p i r i tu a l  c o n d i 
tion . I t  gives us o p p o r tu n i ty  to r e p e n t  a n d  seek a 
closer w alk  tha t  will  u l t im a te ly  en r ic h  o u r  e te rn i ty .

Yes, th e  d isciples d id  fail, b u t  Clod had  a ke\ 
m a n ,  Pe ter .  T h i s  se lf-confident m a n  w ho  tru s te d  
too  m u c h  in h im se lf  a n d  n o t  e n o u g h  in Clod, w o u ld  
learn ,  a n d  w o id d  be  the  force to  r e b u i ld  th e  g ro up .  
H is fa i lu re  was n o t  a f ina l  tragedy , for h e  was 
re s to red  to th e  L o r d ’s service.

O u r  k n o w le d g e  of ourselves is really  l im ited ,  bu t  
G o d 's  k no w ledg e  is full. H is  w a r n in g  was n o t  in 
te n d e d  to  u n d e r m in e  Pe te r 's  fa i th , bu t  to s t re n g th e n  
h im . It  is g lo r ious  to  k n o w  tha t  H e  know s o u r  
weaknesses, a n d  yet H e  show ers H is  love u p o n  us. 
Hut to k no w  th a t  H e  will s t r e n g th e n  o u r  weakness 
is even  m o re  g lorious.

1’h e  full  e x te n t  of P e t e r ’s fa i lu re  was k n o w n  bv 
the  L o rd .  Jesus spoke  of the  t im e  w h e n  P e te r  w o u ld  
have  t u r n e d  back  again .  B efore  P e te r  backslid , G od  
gave h im  a special ca l l in g —to s t re n g th e n  h is  b re th-

W  e m u s t  n e v e r  fo r g e t  t h a t  th e  G o d  o f  s a l v a 
t ion  is  a lso  th e  d a d  o f  c r e a t io n .  W e  n e e d  to  see  
t h e  p r o v i d e n c e  o f  n a t u r e  to all m a n k i n d  as o n e  
o f  t h e  w o r k s  o f  G o d .  o n  w h o m  w e  d e p e n d .—- 
Selected,

ren! K n o w in g  P e te r  w o u ld  fail, Jesus looked  tow a rd  
P en tecos t  a n d  its w ork  in  Peter .  T h i s  is t im e  to 
shout!

W h e n  P e te r  m a d e  his sincere  boast ,  he  spoke 
f rom  h u m a n  resources. A f te r  this test, the  h u m a n  
b oast  was re in fo rc e d  w i th  G od 's  pow er. I t  ceased 
to  be a m e re  se n t im e n t .  It b ecam e  d iv in e  ex p re s 
sion b u lw a rk e d  by real  fa i th  an d  ded ica tio n .

T h i s  is the  day  for b o ld  a d v e n tu r in g  in  the  Lord . 
O u r  L o rd  p rayed  for us. H e  w an ts  us to  be a d v e n 
tu re som e  followers. H e  in te n d e d  to  fina lly  save us 
all, th o u g h  some will  fail to heed  even C hris t 's  
p rayers—they will  be  lost. B u t  th e re  will  be fewer in 
h e l l ’s to rm e n ts  if we will  obey  G od. C a lvary  m a d e  
the  first b ig  d if fe rence  for Pe ter ,  b u t  Pentecost m a d e  
yet a g re a te r  d ifference . H e  d id  n o t  get a d o c t r in e  
th a t  day: he  go t an  experience!

W i th  P en te cos ta l  p u r i ty  in o u r  hearts ,  we too  can 
have  co n f idence  tha t  G od  will  see us th ro u g h !
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Needed:

Bf l  Evan f i c l i s t  J. J. STEELE
I M A G I N E  a penn iless ,  homeless, ragged , dejec ted , 
a n d  h u n g ry  t r a m p  le a n in g  ag a in s t  the  m assive walls 
o f  a g re a t  city b a n k .  In s id e  its tills a n d  vau l ts  a re  
m u l t ip l i e d  m i l l ion s  o f  do l la rs  t h a t  w o u ld  t r a n s fo rm  
the  b eggar  in to  a w ell-c lo thed , well-fed, well- 
hou sed  m a n  w i th  every physical  n e e d  su p p l ie d .

T h o u g h  h e  is so close to  al l  t h a t  w ea l th ,  a n d  
th o u g h  o th e rs  com e a n d  go t h r o u g h  those  doors  
w i th  every desire  g ra n te d ,  he  lacks th e  o n e  th in g  
th a t  w o u ld  o p e n  those vau l ts  to  h im :  a n a m e  w i th  
p ow er  in  th a t  b ank .

H e  co u ld  en te r ,  as o thers ,  fill o u t  th e  s im p le  
p a p e r  fo rm  p ro v id e d  by th e  b a n k ,  s ign  his ow n  
nam e , a n d  go t h r o u g h  all the  m o t io n s  t h a t  o th e rs  
d o  w h o  seem  to get results ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d n ’t w ork. 
H is  n a m e  has  n o  p o w e r  the re .  I t  isn ’t w o r th  a 
p enny!  A n d  th o u g h  th e  m o ne y  to  s u p p ly  h is  every 
physical  n e e d  is so very close, i t  m ig h t  as well be  a 
m i l l io n  m iles  away. T h e  p o o r  b egg a r  needs  the  
r ig h t  nam e.

H e  needs a n a m e  th a t  has p res t ige  a n d  a u th o r i ty  
in t h a t  b ank .  If  h e  c o u ld  f in d  a p e rson  w i th  such 
in fluence , a n d  this person  w ere  w i l l in g  fo r  h im  to 
use h is  n am e ,  those v au l ts  w o td d  b e  o p e n e d  a n d  
every physical  n e e d  su p p l ie d .

W e  a re  all closer to  th e  w e a l th  o f  heav en  th a n  to 
o u r  o w n  h a n d s  a n d  feet. U n l im i te d  resources  a re  
av a i lab le  w h ile  we lan g u ish  in  s p i r i tu a l  pov e r ty  a n d  
m o ra l  b a n k ru p tc y .  W e  try  in  o u r  o w n  n a m e  a n d  
way to  o p e n  th e  t reasu re -house  o f  h eaven ,  b u t  it 
w o n ’t w ork . T h e r e  is n o  n a m e  on  e a r th ,  h ow ev er  
well k n o w n  o r  p ow erfu l ,  t h a t  wil l  be  h o n o r e d  by 
the  D iv in e  T e l le r .

O n ly  o n e  P erson  in  all th e  un ive rse  has any  in f lu 
ence in h e a v e n ’s b a n k ,  a n d  H e  is w i l l in g  for us to 
use H is  n am e . T h e  co n d i t io n s  for this p r iv i lege  are  
s im ple:  “A nil  w h a tsoever  ye shall  ask in  m y  n am e, 
th a t  will  I do, t h a t  th e  F a th e r  m ay  b e  g lo r if ie d  in 
th e  S on ” ( J o h n  14:13).  " I f  ye a b id e  in  m e , a n d  
m y  w ords  a b id e  in  you, ye shall  ask w h a t  ye will, 
a n d  it shall  be d o n e  u n to  y o u ” ( J o h n  15:7) .

“ Ye have  n o t  chosen  me, b u t  I h ave  chosen  you, 
a n d  o rd a in e d  you, t h a t  ye sh o u ld  go  a n d  b r in g  
fo r th  f ru i t ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u r  f ru i t  s h o u ld  r e m a in :  
t h a t  w ha tsoe ve r  ye sha l l  ask of th e  F a th e r  in  m y 
nam e, h e  m a y  give it y o u ” ( J o h n  15:16).

“A n d  in  t h a t  day  ye sh a l l  ask m e  nothing. Verily, 
verily , I say u n t o  you, W h a ts o e v e r  ye shall ask the 
F a th e r  in  m y  n a m e ,  h e  will  give it  you” (John 
16:23).

T h e s e ,  a n d  m a n y  o thers ,  a re  “checks” signed by 
th e  r ig h t  n a m e ,  w a i t in g  to  b e  “cashed .” Why should 
a n y o n e  la n g u is h  in  s p i r i tu a l  a n d  m o ra l  bankruptq 
w h e n  such  resources  a re  available?  T h e  condi
t ions  a re  so s im ple :  “A b id e  in  me, and  my words 
a b id e  in  y o u ,” “I  h ave  chosen  you, and  ordained 
you, t h a t  ye s h o u ld  go  a n d  b r in g  fo r th  fruit.” Who
soever wil l  m e e t  th e  c o n d i t io n s  is qualif ied  for the 
benefits .

Song for Strings
T e n d e r  ten s ion  o f  G o d ’s love . . .

S p ir i t  d r a w in g  over  m e  . . . 
l  et th is  so u l  s ing  ou t  w i th  life

T h a t  hears a n d  feels  a n d  answers Thee!

B r in g  th is  m u s ic  in to  be ing;
L e t  it b rea th e  as h o ly  song;

T o u c h  it w i th  the  li fe  eternal;
Free it to b e co m e ,  be long!

'Fender ten s ion  o f  G o d ’s love . . .
S p ir i t  d ra iv ing  over  m e  . . .

H e a r  th is  so u l  r e s o u n d  w i th  joy  
T h y  l iv ing ,  lo v in g  m y s te iy !

B y  JOYCE LETH
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MOTIVE FOR

M p i s n )
B y  J. PAUL DOWNEY, Pastor, First Church, Phoenix, Arizona

THE E V A N G E L I S T I C  E F F O R T S  of th e  local 
church are d e s ign ed  to  seek th e  conv ers io n  o f  s in 
ners, the sa n c t i f ic a t io n  of  believers , a n d  to  u p h o ld  
the faith of th e  sain ts. T h e  p u rp o s e  of  the  C h u r c h  
during w ar o r  peace  is ever  th e  sam e—b r in g in g  
Christ to the  n a t io ns .

The f inal test o f  the  w o rk  a n d  in s t ru c t io n  of the  
Church is n o t  m e re ly  th e  k n o w le d g e  the  in d iv id u a l  
has gained, b u t  th e  p o w e r  a n d  g race  a n d  n e w  lile  
that have b een  c re a te d  in  th e  h ea r t .

So long as the  C h u r c h  is o n ly  o n e  of  m a n y  h u m a n  
institutions, she will  have  h e r  l i t t le  day. She will  
die and th a t  w il l  b e  all. B u t  ju s t  as soon  as she gets 
the Spirit o f  Jesus  u n t i l  th e  w o r ld  th in k s  she has 
gone stark m a d ,  t h e n  she sha l l  b e  on  the  h ig h  ro a d  
to capture th is  w o r ld  fo r  Jesus.

To w arm  u p  to  a  p u b l i c a n  a n d  to  w a r m  o ve r  a 
Pharisee is th e  k in d  of bus iness  w h ic h  th r i l l s  the  
heart of God. W h a t  m e n  n e e d  tod ay  is conv ic t ion . 
The Good B ook  says, “ W h e n  h e  is com e [ th a t  is, the  
Holy Spirit], h e  will  r e p ro v e  th e  w o r ld  of sin, a n d  
of righteousness, a n d  of j u d g m e n t ” ( J o h n  l f i : 8 ) .

Jesus was a M a n  of in te n se  fee l ing  a n d  H e  neve r  
held in H is  e m o t ion s .  W h e n  H e  saw m e n  r o b b in g  
their poor n e ig h b o rs  a t  th e  seat of th e  m o n e y  c h a n g 
ers, He o v e r th re w  th e i r  tab les  a n d  lash ed  w i th  H is  
tongue those w h o  h a d  p ro s t i t u t e d  th e i r  o p p o r t u n i 
ties and im p ose d  u p o n  th e i r  n e igh bo rs .  W h e n  H e  
saw the city g iven  o ver  to  in d i f fe re n c e  a n d  m e n  
walking in  ho ly  p laces  w i th  co ld  hear ts ,  H e  w ep t.

Years ago wre w ere  accused  o f  b e in g  a n  u n e d u 
cated, e m o t io n a l  g ro u p ,  b u t  th e  p ass ing  o f  years 
has b rough t  us to  the  p o in t  t h a t  o u r  folks a re  ju s t  
about as well e d u c a te d  as th e  rest  o f  th e  peop le .  W e  
can't be accused o f  b e in g  o v e re m o t io n a l  now.

The em o t ion s  m u s t  l ie a t  th e  base  of al l  g rea t  
thinking o r  d o in g .  T h e  E a r ly  C h u r c h  w o rk e d  by a 
fervent m o ra l  co n tag io n ,  a n d  n o t  by the  su as ion  of 
cool a rgum ent .  I t  was th e  zeal o f  Jesus  C h r i s t  t h a t  
set the Early  C h u r c h  o n  fire. T h e  ro o t  o f  th e  w o rd  
zeal is in  the  G re e k  zeo—“ to b o i l .”

We p reach  m a n y  se rm on s  a b o u t  the  re je c t io n  of 
Christ, a n d  we b la m e  th e  m e n  o f  H is  c en tu ry ,  b u t  
what is the  c o n d i t io n  w i th  us? Is th e re  a ten den cy  
to bow befo re  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l ,  a n d  a re  w e  g e t t in g  
smug and  co m fo r ta b le?

We m ust  h a v e  th e  fire  a n d  fe rvor  of o u r  early

r a p tu re .  W e  m u s t  have  th e  b laz ing  eye a n d  the  
b u r n in g  h ea r t .  W e  m u s t  have  t h a t  early  e n th u s ia sm  
so t h a t  o u r  h e a r ts  shall  b u r n  a n d  o u r  tongues  k i n 
dle . T h e  f ire  sha l l  ever be  b u r n i n g  u p o n  th e  a l ta r .

I t  is a life o n  fire  t h a t  k in d le s  a n o th e r .  W h a t  the  
w o r ld  needs today  is h ea t  ju s t  as m u c h  as l ight. T h e  
p a t h  to  s o u n d  th in k in g  is no t  always th r o u g h  a b ig  
b ra in ;  so m etim es  it is th ro u g h  a w a rm  h e a r t .  A  b ig  
b ra in  a n d  a b ig  h e a r t  o u g h t  to  go together .

As a c h u rc h  we m u s t  be eager  in s te ad  of cold; we 
m u s t  b e  e n th u s ia s t ic  in s te ad  of in d i f fe re n t ;  we m u s t  
w eep  in s te ad  of b e in g  dry-eyed. In  o u r  d ispo s i t io n  
to be  to le ra n t ,  let us no t lose the  real  sense of 
values.

“ H e  shal l  b ap t ize  you  w i th  . . . f ire .” I f  th is  does 
a n y th in g  it w il l  k in d le  the  em o t io n s  of th e  C h u rc h .  
I t  was n o t  E ra sm u s  the  po l ished , th e  le a rn ed ,  the  
v ac i l la t ing ,  the  m ig h t ie s t  in te l lec t  of his t im e —b u t  
it was M a r t i n  L u th e r ,  the  ro u g h ,  y ea rn in g ,  b u r n in g  
M a r t i n  L u t h e r  w ho  s p a rk e d  the R e fo rm a t io n .

W h e n  C h r is t  e x a m in e d  P e te r  fo r  his o rd in a t io n ,  
H e  d id  n o t  ask h im  q ues t io ns  of creed  o r  ethics. 
T h e  q u e s t io n  was, “Lovest  th o u  m e ?” W h a t  was it  
t h a t  sen t  P a to n  to the  S o u th  Sea Is lands,  M o rr iso n  
to C h in a ,  L iv in g s to n e  to  Africa, a n d  G re n fe l l  to  
L a b ra d o r?  N o th i n g  b u t  a p e rso n a l  love for a p e r 
sonal Sav iour.

I t  wyas th is  love t h a t  caused  W h i te f i e ld  to  u ti l ize  
the  last b i t  of his s t ren g th ,  s to p p in g  o n  the  sta irs  on  
the  way to  his c h a m b e r  to  p re a c h  a last message 
to  the  c row d  a t  N e w b u ry p o r t ,  a n d  th e n  g o in g  o n  u p 
stairs to  die . T h e r e  was W esley, r id in g  m o re  m iles 
for th e  M as te r  t h a n  any  m a n  w h o  ever b e s t ro d e  a 
beast, g iv ing  all h e  h a d  of m o ne y  a n d  energy  a n d  
tim e, a n d  a t  last leaving, as h is  b io g ra p h e r  says, 
“ a good  l ib ra ry ,  a w ell-worn c le rg y m a n ’s gown, 
a m u c h  ab u se d  r e p u ta t i o n  a n d —the  M e th o d is t  
C h u r c h .”

Shall  each  of us choose to  be  an  A n a n ia s  o r  a 
P a u l—a n  A n a n ia s  k e e p in g  back  p a r t  o f  th e  p rice  
a n d  d y in g  in  sham e, o r  a  P a u l  e m p ty in g  h im se lf  
fo r  a l l  t im e  a n d  b e in g  fi l led  w i th  G o d ’s g race  for  
all e te rn i ty?

P au l,  sp e a k in g  of Jesus C hris t ,  says in  a verse 
th a t  is m atch less  a n d  s tu p e n d o u s ,  “C h ris t  gave  h i m 
self.” If, a f te r  h a v in g  s p e n t  o u r  lives in  ease a n d  
self- indulgence, in  toy ing  w i th  o u r  tasks a n d  in
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sh i rk in g  all we could ,  we sh o u ld  com e u p  lo the  
h eav en ly  g a te  over  w h ic h  is w r i t te n ,  “ T h e s e  a re  
they  w h ic h  cam e o u t  of g re a t  t r i b u la t io n , ” w o u ld  
we have  e f f ron te ry  to  pass in? W o u l d  w e 1101 ask 
fo r  som e lesser g a te  w h ere  we m ig h t  h id e  o u r  selfish 
a n d  d im in is h e d  heads?

W o e  u n to  us as a c h u rc h  if we do  n o t  f igh t  a good  
f igh t  a n d  k eep  the  fa i th! L e t  us keep  the  fires alive 
a n d  b u r n i n g  on  o u r  altars.

Have YOU Ever Prayed . . .

“Lord, Bless Our 
Little Church”?

S O M E B O D Y  C A L L E D  I T  “ l i t t le  ch u rc h i t i s ,” a n d  
t h a t  is ju s t  a b o u t  w'hat i t  is. I t  is n o t  a new  p r o b 
lem, so m e th in g  t h a t  has recen t ly  s p ru n g  u p  as a 
resu l t  of the  r a p id  l iv ing  t h a t  we do  now adays.  11 
has b e e n  a r o u n d  a lo n g  time, n o t  on ly  in  churches ,  
b u t  in  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  in  w h o le  na t ions .

Moses answ ered , w h e n  G o d  asked  h im  to lead  the 
g rea tes t  n a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t  of all t im e, “L o rd ,  I  am  
n o t  e lo q u e n t ,  n e i th e r  h e re to fo re ,  n o r  since th o u  h as t  
spoken  u n to  thy  se rvan t:  b u t  I a m  slow of  speech, 
a n d  o f  a slow to n g u e ” (E xo du s  4 :1 0 ) .  B u t  G o d  
k n e w  M oses’ capab i l i t ie s  a n d  G o d  k n e w  H is  ow n  
abilit ies , “A n d  th e  L o r d  said  u n t o  h im , W h o  h a th  
m a d e  m a n ’s m o u th ?  . . . N o w  th e re fo re  go, a n d  
I  w i l l  be iv i th  thy  m o u t h ” (vv. 11-12).

Moses said  in  effect, “ L i t t l e  m e ” ; G o d  said, I  roill 
he w i th  yo u .  A ll G o d  n ee d e d  was a h u m a n  m o u th :  
all Moses n e e d e d  to  do  was to  give it  to  H im .  H o w  
m a n y  of us h ave  neve r  d o n e  a n y th in g  because  o f  a 
m e n ta l  b lock  tha t  defea ts  us befo re  we beg in?  H o w  
m a n y  o f  us h ave  “ l i t t le- i t is” ?

T h e  Hebrew^ n a t io n  as a w hole , w h e n  c o n f ro n te d  
by  the  g ian ts  of C a n a a n ,  said p it i fu l ly ,  “A n d  we 
w ere  in  o u r  o w n  sight as g ra sshoppers ,  a n d  so 
we w ere  in  th e i r  s ig h t” ( N u m b e rs  13:33).  A n d ,  w e 
m ig h t  add ,  a n d  so they  w ere  g ra sshoppers ,  o r  no  
be tte r .

O u r  self-image as a n  in d iv id u a l  Christian or as a 
c h u rc h  d e te rm in e s  howr we a p p e a r  to the world. If 
we see ourse lves  as sm all,  weak, inefficient church 
m e m be rs ,  t h e n  t h a t  is al l  we ever will be. If we see 
ourselves as sons o f  G o d ,  called  to do a job—if we 
see ourselves as so ld iers  in  the  arm y of the Lord, 
th e n  t h a t  is w h a t  wTe will  be  a n d  tha t  is what the 
w o r ld  will  see in  us. P ra ise  th e  Lord!

W h e n  D a v id  m e t  G o l ia th ,  he  m arched  out there 
a n d  b ecam e  a g ia n t  a m o n g  giants . H e  told Goliath, 
“T h o u  com est to  m e  w i th  a sword, and  with a spear, 
a n d  w i th  a sh ie ld :  b u t  I com e to thee in the name of 
the  I .o rd  o f  hosts,  th e  G o d  o f  the  armies of Israel, 
w h o m  th o u  h as t  defied . T h i s  day will the Lord 
de l iv e r  thee  in to  m in e  h a n d ” (I Samuel 17:45- 
46<i). N o t  m a y b e  G o d  will  do  it, o r  I hope; but, 
“ T h i s  day  w il l  th e  L o rd  de l iver  thee into mine 
h a n d ” !

P a u l  said, “C h ris t  in  you, the  hope of glory’ 
(Colossians 1 :27) .  T h e  G o d  of all the ages, the 

C re a to r  o f  th e  un iverse ,  th e  Q u es t  of the philoso
phers ,  th e  F a th e r  o f  all w isdom  a n d  love and power 
—this G o d  is in us. How' can  w7e fail?

L o rd ,  d o n ’t bless o u r  “ l i t t l e ” church. Bless our 
g re a t  c h u rc h ,  o u r  u n b le m is h e d ,  holy, power-filled 
church !

To a
NEW YO'JNG CHRISTIAN:

T h i s  m o r n in g ,  dear, w h e n  I  aw oke  
I  b re a th e d  a p ra y e r  fo r  you ,

T h a t  C hrist  w o u ld  be w i th  you  today  
I n  a ll  y o u  say a n d  do;

T h a t  y o u  w o u ld  h id e  H is  W o r d  within  
Y o u r  heart  to  k e e p  yo u  strong,

A n d  tha t H is  b eau ty  m a y  be seen  
I n  y o u  th e  w h o le  day long!

T h a t  H e  w o u ld  tuulk w i th  you  to school 
A n d  e n te r  every class,

A n d  h e lp  y o u  s tu d y  d i l ig en t ly ,
So yo u  w i l l  m o re  th a n  pass;

T h a t  fo r  each p r o b le m  y o u  m u s t  meet  
l i e ' l l  g ive  su s ta in in g  grace  

A n d  k e e p  y o u  lov ing ,  sxceet, a n d  h ind  
N o  m a t te r  ichat y o u  face!

That, zehcn t e m p ta t io n s  co m e H e ’ll give 
Y ou  s tren g th  e n o u g h  to s tand  

W ith  f i r m  a n d  s teady heart  fo r  H im  
Because H e  h o ld s  y o u r  h an d ;

T h a t  H is  dear  love w i l l  s h in e  through  you 
W i t h  joy  th a t  o ver f low s  

T o  those beside y o u —as y o u  walk  
T h e  way a C hris t ian  goes!

— A i .i c e  H a n s c h e  M o r t e n s o n
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S O M E  C H R I S T I A N S  
go  y ear  a f te r  year  

ivithout w inn ing  a n y o n e  to  Jesus  C h ris t .  O n e  
writer is so bo ld  as to  e s t im a te  t h a t  these fru it less  
Christians co ns t i tu te  95 p e rc e n t  o f  all c h u rc h  m e m 
bers. On the o th e r  h a n d ,  a lew  C h r is t ia n s  a re  so 
unwisely zealous t h a t  they  d r iv e  aw ay  in d iv id u a ls  
with their h ig h-p ressu red  ins is tence. T h e r e  is a 
middle ground w h e re  al l  l a y m e n  ca n  b e  n a t u r a l  lay 
evangelists. G rea t  th in g s  w o u ld  h a p p e n  in  o n e  year 
in the Church of  J e sus  C h r i s t  if every a d u l t  C h r i s 
tian would win  o n e  o i l ie r  p e r so n  to  C hris t .

The Church for a lo n g  t im e  has  b e e n  t ry in g  to 
bring the world to  C hris t .  W e  will  h a v e  to  reverse 
the program a n d  ta k e  C h r i s t  to  the  w orld .  T h e  
world is not co m ing  to  C h ris t .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  c o m 
manded 10 go a f te r  the m . T h e  C h u r c h  m u s t  e i th e r  
go and grow, e x te n d  o r  exp ire .

Only a going  c h u rc h  c a n  be  a g ro w in g  ch u rch .  
We do not have to  b e  close observers  to  see t h a t  the  
Church is no t  a l to g e th e r  a  g o in g  concern . W h a t  
Christ said a lon g  t im e  ago is p r e e m in e n t ly  the  
message for the  C h u r c h  today :  “ G o  o u t  i n to  the  
highways and hedges, a n d  c o m p e l  t h e m  to com e in, 
that my house m a y  b e  f i l le d ” (L u k e  14 :23).

The Book of Acts c lea rly  shows th a t ,  in  the  E ar ly  
Church, C hris tian i ty  s p re a d  r a p id ly  because  o f  the  
zeal and active p a r t i c ip a t i o n  o f  i n d iv id u a l  C h r i s 
tians. Each person  w h o  lef t  th e  U p p e r  R o o m  a f te r  
the Day of Pen tecos t  was a d e d ic a te d  p e rs o n a l  e v a n 
gelist-intent on  b u i ld in g  fa i th  a n d  w i n n in g  souls  
to Christ. T h e  re su l t :  th e  n u m b e r  g re w  f ro m  120 
to S,000—then to  5,000. A n d  on ly  a s h o r t  t im e  
later the h igh p r ie s t  e x c la im e d ,  “Ye h a v e  f i l led  
Jerusalem w ith  y o u r  d o c t r i n e ” (Acts 5 :2 8 ) .

The Church these days is co n s ta n t ly  b e in g  a d 
monished to “get o u t  a n d  w itness .” W h e n  the  
preacher stands b e fo re  h is  co n g re g a t io n  h e  tells 
them to “go o u t  a n d  b r in g  th e  p e o p le  in  . . . go 
out and reach the  los t .” T h e  ea r ly  C h r i s t ia n s  w h o  
went everywhere p re a c h in g  the  gospel  a re  u sed  as a 
pattern and e x a m p le  of  w h a t  we s h o u ld  b e  d o in g  
today. We are r e m in d e d  t h a t  C o m m u n is t s ,  M o r 
mons, Jehovah’s W itnesses ,  a n d  C a th o l ic s  a re  k n o c k 
ing on doors re a c h in g  m e n  by the  th o u san d s ,  w h ile  
the Church is “ d o in g  n o t h i n g  fo r  th e  cause o f  the  
Lord."

To help things a long , s e m ina rs  o n  evan ge l ism  are

h eld ,  p e r so n a l  evange l ism  courses a re  f re q u e n t ly  
c o n d u c te d  so t h a t  C h r i s t ia n s  will  be  read y  a n d  ab le  
to  lead  a m a n  o r  w o m a n  to  C hris t .  T o  f u r th e r  ease 
o u r  consciences a few feeble j a u n t s  a re  m a d e  in to  
the  c o m m u n i ty  by canvassers a rm e d  w i th  gospel 
tracts;  a n d  so the  p e o p le  a re  “r e a c h e d .”

A n  e x a m in a t io n  of the  B ook  o f  Acts a n d  th e  N ew  
T e s t a m e n t  Epis t les  reveals an  a s to n ish in g  t ru th .  
N ew  T e s t a m e n t  w itne ss ing  was sp on tane ou s .  Jesus  
was such  a rea l i ty  to th e  P r im i t iv e  C h u r c h  t h a t  they 
joy fu l ly  w itnessed  to  H i m  w h e re v e r  they  w en t .  T h i s  
thesis is very d i f fe re n t  f ro m  the  o n e  c u r re n t ly  c i rcu 
la t in g  in  th e  C h u rc h .  N o  a m o u n t  of scolding, b e a t 
ing, th r e a te n in g ,  u rg ing , o r  “ in s p i r in g ” can  m a k e  
th e  C h u r c h  witness. B u t  a s ight  of Jesus  can  a n d  
will. Seeing  H im ,  m e n  w ill  tell  w h a t  they are 
seeing.

W h y  d id  the  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  C h u r c h  witness? 
C e r ta in ly  n o t  because  the  d isciples w ere  b a d g e re d  
in to  it, n o t  because  they  felt  u n d e r  p re ssu re  to  
testify. I t  was, q u i t e  s im ply, because  they  w ere  in  
th e  p resence  o f  the  l iv ing  C hris t .  T h e y  w ere  en jo y 
in g  H im ,  a n d  H is  p re sence  w7as pow er,  joy, boldness , 
incen tive ,  a n d  p u rp o se .  W i tn e s s in g  was o n e  o f  the  
in e v i ta b le  resu l ts  o f  a b id in g  in  th e  Presence. O n e  
h ears  P e te r  t e l l in g  th e  ru le rs  o f  the  T e m p le ,  “ YVe 
c a n n o t  b u t  speak  th e  th ings  w h ic h  w e h ave  seen a n d  
h e a r d ” (Acts 4 :2 0 ) .

I f  th is  b e  so, w h a t  sha l l  we do? T o  fa i l  to  w itness 
is sin. B u t  w h a t  is g ene ra l ly  d o n e  is b o th  ineffective  
a n d  u n s c r ip tu ra l .  T h e  P resence  has b e e n  lost. I t  
does l i t t le  good , if n o t  a c tu a l  h a rm ,  th e re fo re  to 
a d m o n is h  a m a n  to  witness w h e n  h e  is n o t  e n joy in g  
the  Presence. C h r i s t  h im se lf  recogn ized  th is  a n d  
c o m m a n d e d  H is  d isciples n o t  to  e n te r  th e i r  m in is t ry  
u n t i l  they w ere  en jo y in g  the  P resence  (Acts 1:4, 8 ) .

C h ris t  gave H is  fo llow ers a th re e fo ld  c o m m a n d  
w h ich , if fo l low ed  today, is the  o n ly  an sw er  to  
r e a c h in g  a lost w orld .  W e  h ave  t r ie d  a b o u t  every 
p ack e t  a n d  g adg e t  to ge t  o u r  p e o p le  to  witness. 
W h y  d o n ’t w e a g a in  go  back  to  C h ris t 's  way? L e t ’s 
look  at C h r i s t ’s in s tru c t ion s :

First ,  H e  to ld  th e m  n o t  to d epa r t  f ro m  Jerusa lem .  
T h a t  was a n  ex p l ic i t  c o m m a n d ,  a n d  the  Scr ip tu res  
a re  ca re fu l  to  tell us how' im p l ic i t ly  they  obeyed  it. 
O n e  o f  th e  secrets o f  a life t h a t  co un ts  fo r  Jesus  is 
care  to obey  H i m  im plic it ly .  W e  c a n n o t  b e  satis
fied to  do  s o m e th in g  s im i la r  to  H is  c o m m a n d .  W e

WE MUST GO BACK
B y Evangelist MORRIS CHALFANT
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Seminary Sunday, February 14
NAZARENE 

THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY

lit) V. 11. LEWIS
THE YOUTH trained at our Seminary are taking their p l a c e s  among our ministers and m i s s i o n a r i e s  throughout our movement. They serve well and effectively. From their ministry and labors comes a harvest of souls.

In this needy and chaotic day where so many are lost and confused, let us prepare to add to these workers men and women who with  warm hearts and a strong faith, plus a clear holiness gospel, shall be able to reach many more souls.
The Holy Spirit’s power is effective in the consecrated heart and prepared mind. The Seminary serves us well in  this accomplishment.
Seminary Sunday offers us all an opportunity by investment of our funds to take part in this vital phase of our great program of evangelism and outreach. For this challenge we are grateful and our response w ill be worthy, I am sure.

m u s t  obey  it  exactly.
I n  th e  second  p lace, C hrist  to ld  H i s  fo l lo w ers  to  

“w a it .” T h e  w o rd  “ w a i t ” was c h a rac te r is t ic  o f  th e  
E ar ly  C h u rc h .  I t  has  b een  th e  ch a rac te r is t ic  o f  ho ly  
p e o p le  in  all ages. W e  in  th e  last h a l f  o f  the  tw e n 
t ie th  c e n tu ry  also n e e d  to  l e a rn  to  w a i t  o n  G od. 
L u k e  used  the  w o rd  “ ta r ry .” H e  w ro te ,  “ B ehold , 
I  sen d  th e  p ro m ise  of m y  F a th e r  u p o n  you: b u t  
t a r ry  ye in  the  city o f  Je ru sa le m ,  u n t i l  ye b e  e n 
d u e d  w i th  p o w e r  f ro m  o n  h ig h ” (L u k e  2 4 :4 9 ) .  
T h i s  w o rd  " t a r r y ” m e a n s  l i te ra l ly  " to  sit d o w n .” 
T h e y  w ere  to  sit d o w n  u n t i l  they  w ere  e n d u e d  wri th  
p o w e r  f ro m  o n  h igh .

T h e  w h o le  t e n o r  o f  the  services t h a t  I  r e m e m 
b e r  was o n e  o f  w ait ing .  I t  was n o t  u n c o m m o n  to 
see p e o p le  w a i t in g  u p o n  G o d  a t  th e  a l t a r  b e n c h  o r  
a t  th e i r  seats. D u r in g  th e  services th e re  was th a t  
a tm o s p h e re  o f  w a i t ing .  T h e r e  was n o t  th e  h u r r i e d  
a tm o s p h e re  t h a t  w e  so m etim e s  f in d  in  o u r  services

today . T h e  services w ere  n o t  p ro g ra m m e d .  The 
leaders  p l a n n e d  c e r t a in  i tem s, to  b e  sure, but it 
d i d n ’t m a t t e r  m u c h  if  those  p la n s  w ere  n o t  carried 
ou t .  T h e  p r o g r a m  was n o t  w r i t t e n  anyway. People 
w ere  t h e re  to  w a i t  o n  G od .

I n  th is  a t t i t u d e  o f  w a i t in g  w e h a v e  a very im
p o r t a n t  p r in c ip l e  set f o r t h —th e  p r in c ip le  of de
p e n d e n c e .  W e  m u s t  d e p e n d  u p o n  G o d .  T h e  thing 
t h a t  has  m a d e  us w h a t  w e a re  is n o t  o u r  natural 
ab i l i ty ,  b u t  i t  is o u r  consc ious n e e d  of  G od  and of 
H is  Sp ir i t ,  H is  p ow er ,  H is  b lessing, a n d  His help. 
“W a i t , ” th e  L o r d  said . I t  is im p e ra t iv e  in these 
m o m e n to u s  days of th e  w o r ld ’s h is to ry  th a t  we re
t a in  th is  a t t i t u d e  o f  w a i t in g  e x pe c tan t ly  in the 
p resence  o f  G o d  a n d  k e e p  o p e n  to  the  moving 
of H is  Sp ir i t .  “W a i t  o n  the  L o rd :  b e  of good cour
age, a n d  h e  sha l l  s t r e n g th e n  th in e  h ear t :  wait, I 
say, o n  the  L o r d ” (Psa lm s 2 7 :1 4 ) .

T h i r d ,  th e  M a s te r  c o m i / ia n d e d  H is  disciples, 
“W a i t  f o r  th e  p ro m ise  o f  the  F a th e r” (Acts 1:4). 
A n d  th is  they  d id .  “ T h e s e  all c o n t in u e d  with one 
accord  in  p ra y e r  a n d  s u p p l i c a t i o n ” (v. 14), until 
the  p ro m is e  o f  th e  b a p t i s m  o f  th e  H o ly  Ghost had 
b e e n  fu l f i l led  in  the m .

T h e r e  was a t im e  w h e n  wre h e a r d  a great deal 
a b o u t  “ p ra y in g  t h r o u g h .” T h e  te rm  is n o t  so com
m o n  now . P e rh a p s  we p ra y  t h r o u g h  b u t  describe 
it  in  som e o th e r  way. By t h a t  t e rm  wTe m e an t  that 
we h a d  ta k e n  a c e r ta in  m a t t e r  to  the  Lord  in 
p ra y e r  a n d  h a d  c o n t in u e d  in  p ra y e r  a n d  supplica
t io n  u n t i l  w e felt  t h a t  G o d  h a d  answ ered. Then 
we sa id  w e h a d  “ p ra y e d  t h r o u g h .” I n  fact, a fre
q u e n t  g re e t in g  a m o n g  ho l iness  p e o p le  a t  the turn 
o f  the  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry  was, “ H a v e  you  prayed 
t h r o u g h  tod ay ?”

H e r e  t h e n  w e h a v e  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  personal ex
per ience . O b e d ie n c e  to  G o d  a n d  d e p e n d e n c e  upon 
G o d  le a d  to  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  G o d .  T h i s  is still 
G o d ’s an sw er  for r e a c h in g  a lost w o r ld .  T h e  pres
ence o f  th e  l iv in g  C h r is t  d w e l l in g  in  the  hearts of 
G o d ’s p e o p le  m u s t  b e  expressed . I t  c a n n o t  be kept. 
“Ye shal l  rece ive p o w e r ” a n d  y ou  w'ill b e  a witness.

T h e  first b a t t l e  o f  C e d a r  C re e k  saw th e  N orthern 
ers in  fu l l  r e t re a t .  I n  h is  h e a d q u a r t e r s  in  Winches
ter, V irg in ia ,  G e n e ra l  S h e r id a n  h e a r d  the  noise of 
b a t t le .  H e  r a n  d o w n  th e  steps, s p ra n g  in to  the 
saddle ,  a n d  p re se n t ly  m e t  h is  t ro o p s  fleeing in 
te r ro r .  S t a n d in g  u p  in  th e  s t i r ru p s ,  in  a voice that 
rose abov e  th e  no ise  o f  r e t re a t ,  h e  th u n d e r e d  out: 
“C o m e  on , m e n ,  w e a re  g o in g  b a c k .” T h e  men 
c a u g h t  co urage ,  t u r n e d  back  to  th e  figh t , and  the 
second  b a t t l e  o f  C e d a r  C re e k  is w r i t t e n  down as 
a N o r th e r n  v ic tory.

W e  m u s t  go back! B ack  to  th e  ta r ry in g  places 
o f  o u r  p a re n ts .  B ack  to  a  p e rs o n a l  Pentecost for 
the  e q u i p m e n t  fo r  b a t t le ,  w i t h o u t  w h ic h  o u r  high
est is as n o th in g .  W e  m u s t  go  back; w e will go 
back!  “Ye shall  seek m e, a n d  f in d  m e ,  when ye 
shall  sea rch  fo r  m e  w i th  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t ” (Jeremiah 
2 9 :1 3 ) .
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W hat About Our Church?
B y  CAROLYN LUNN, Layman, Kansas C ity First Church

IT WAS IN F E C T I O U S !  I t  was g low ing! I t  was 
thrillingly real! You c a u g h t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  w h e n  you  
heard them. T h e i r  te s t im o n ies  sea red  an  im p ress io n  
on your heart. T h e s e  fo u r te e n  y o u n g  m e n —o u r  
ambassadors to S ou th  A m e r ic a —h a d  c a u g h t  a vision! 
They had gone w i th  an  idea  o f  w h a t  w o u ld  be 
there. They r e tu rn e d  w i th  a n  ide a l  w r o u g h t  by 
experiences shared.

On August 12, the  A m bassado rs ,  w h o  w ere  s p o n 
sored by the N.Y.P.S. a n d  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
Foreign Missions, r e p o r te d  to  a n  overf low  crow d 
in Kansas City F irst  C h u rc h .  I l is tened . I saw. I 
felt the Spirit of th e  L o rd  s h in in g  t h r o u g h  th e i r  
testimony. W h a t  m a d e  th e  d eep es t  im press ion?  
It was this—

Most of these y o u n g  m e n  w ere  second -g ene ra t ion  
Nazarenes. T h e y  h a d  h e a r d  the  m essage a n d  c h a l 
lenge all of the ir  lives. R u t  by  th e i r  o w n  te s t im o n y  
they revealed th a t  they  h a d  neve r  befo re  seen such  
evidence of the p o te n t i a l  a n d  p o w e r  o f  p rayer .

It was the p ra ye r fu l  d e v o t io n  o f  m iss ionaries ,  the  
consecrated faith  o f  th e  n a t iv e  p as to rs  a n d  laym en ,  
the enthusiasm of  th e  y o u n g  p eop le ,  a n d  th e  ab u n -

Thank God 
There ŝ a Heaven

By FRANCES B. ERICKSON
Ho suffering I ’ve k n o w n  co u ld  ever  a to n e  

For the failures a n d  sins o f  the  past;
Ho tears could su f f ice  to t ra ns fo rm  m y  life,

Yet I shall sec Jesus at last!
For He has redeem ed  m e ;  p re p a re d  an  e te rn i ty  
In glory where p a in  is n o t  k n o w n ;  

fad all of my sorrow sh a l l  be b u t  to m o rro w  
forgotten, w hen  I  have  reached  h o m e !

Thank God, there’s a h eav en ,  w h ere  a ll  H e ’s for- 
giv’n

Shall be dropped  at th e  e n d  o f  th e  road;
Thank God for m y  M a s ter ,  w h o m  I  sha l l  see a fte r  
The suffering, the  a n g u ish ,  the  load!

hr I shall behold  I l i m ,  in  g lory  e x to l  H i m ,
And bow in H is  p resence  d iv in e !

Thank God, at th e  e n d  o f  l i fe ’s t ra ns ien t  day  
lknow that G o d ’s h eav en  is m in e !

d a n t  d isc losu re  of ach iev in g  f a i th —these h a d  m a d e  
the  d ifference!

T h e i r  o w n  f a i th  is no  lon ge r  passive o r  c o m 
p la cen t.  I t  was a n  active  force, p e r m e a t in g  th e ir  
very beings. T h e  m essage o f  the  p o w e r  of G od  
e x p lo d e d  l ike  an  a l l -consum ing  fire. T e a r s  f lowed 
freely as th e  c h a l leng e  of th e i r  m essage b ecam e  a 
p e rso n a l  c o m m a n d  for ac t io n  to  each  o n e  presen t.

M y th o u g h ts  w e n t  back  to a conv e rsa t io n  a m o n g  
som e lay m en  I h a d  h e a r d  n o t  lon g  before . T h e  
q u e s t io n  they  h a d  b een  t ry in g  to  resolve was, W h a t  
is the  m a t t e r  w i th  o u r  ch urch?  W h e re  is the  sp iri t  
of rev iva l  we need?  W h y  h a v e n ’t w e e x pe r ie nce d  
the  g ro w th  as a d e n o m in a t io n  t h a t  we sh o u ld  have?

T h e  an sw er  h a d  b een  t h a t  “ the  c h u r c h ” needs to 
p ra y  m ore .  “T h e  c h u r c h ” needs m in is te rs  w h o  will  
p re a c h  m o re  evangelis t ically . “T h e  c h u r c h ” needs 
to w ork  h a rd e r .  T h e  p ro b le m  was all w r a p p e d  u p  
in  “ the  c h u r c h .” W e  se lf-righteously  w e n t  o u r  ways 
b la m in g  “ th e  c h u rc h .”

T h e  very n e x t  S u n d a y  I h a d  l is tened  closely to 
m y  p a s to r ’s message as h e  spoke. H is  m e a n in g  was 
clear. H is  conc e rn  for the  p e o p le  was a p p a re n t .  
H is  com pass ion  for the  lost was p ro c la im e d  w i th  
h e a r t f e l t  zeal. I was s ta r t led !  W i th  co nv ic t ion  I 
th o u g h t ,  W h e re  h ave  I  been? H a v e  I b een  s i t t ing  
co m p la c e n t ly  in  m y  seat every  S unday ,  l i s te n in g  to 
m y  p a s to r  u n b u r d e n  his soul, a n d  d o n e  n o th in g  
a b o u t  it?

W h o  is “ the  c h u r c h ” anyway? I t  is n o t  only  m y 
pastor ,  d is tr ic t  s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  o r  g ene ra l  leaders. 
I t  is p e o p le  like me, lay m en  w ho  n eed  to  be  go ing  
a b o u t  d o in g  the  M aster 's  business. W e  are  the  only  
“c h u r c h ” som e of o u r  n e ig h b o rs  o r  business  asso
ciates will  ever know . As the  A m bassado rs  realized, 
we n e e d  to  g a in  o u r  p o w e r  t h r o u g h  prayer .  W e, as 
“ th e  c h u r c h ,” m u s t  have  a joy fu l ,  con tag ious ,  faith- 
r ev ea l in g  tes t im ony .

W h o m  are  we serving? Is H e  n o t  ab le  to  do  
th ings  far above  a n y th in g  we co u ld  ask o r  th ink?  
W h o m  a re  w e serving? Is H e  n o t  a G o d  of p ow er  
a n d  m ajes ty  w h o  has  g iven  a b u n d a n t  p rom ises  to  
g u id e  o u r  steps?

I ’m  exci ted l  I w a n t  to  m a tc h  th e  v is ion  a n d  
s p i r i t  of the  A m bassadors .  A re  you  willing? Is y o u r  
c o m m i tm e n t  clear? W i th  fa i th  we can  c la im  the  
p ro m ise —“W i th  m e n  th is  is im poss ib le ;  b u t  w i th  
G o d  all th ings  are  possib le” (M a t th e w  19:26).
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Are You a

I I I/ LEON JENNINGS
W H E N  A  G A M E  is b e in g  p la yed  th e re  are  b o th  
the  spec ta to rs  a n d  the  p a r t ic ip a n ts .  T h e  specta to rs  
a re  those w h o  do  the  cheer ing , o r  the  b oo in g ;  the  
p a r t ic ip a n t s  a re  those p la y in g  th e  gam e.

T h e  C h u r c h  also has  b o th  spec ta to rs  a n d  p a r t ic i 
p an ts .  T h e  C h u r c h  will  n o t  succeed w i th  specta to rs  
any  m o re  t h a n  a g am e  can  b e  w o n  by the m . T o  
m a k e  it  p e rsona l ;  A re  y o u  a p a r t i c ip a n t  o r  a spec
t a to r  in  the  activ ities  of th e  church?

N o t  al l  w h o  a t t e n d  the  services o f  the  c h u rc h  
p a r t ic ip a te .  T h e r e  are  too  m a n y  p e o p le  w h o  a re  
satisfied  s im ply  to  a t t e n d  th e  services w i th o u t  a c tu 
ally b e in g  a p a r t  of th e  service. I t  is very possib le  to 
go to  he l l  f rom  a c h u rc h  pew.

T h e  W o r d  says, “ L e t  a m a n  e x a m in e  h im s e l f ” 
(I C o r in th ia n s  11:28). M ay  each  of us take  a look 

a t  his in d iv id u a l  life to  d e te rm in e  if h e  has  been , 
a n d  is be ing , on ly  a spec ta to r .  D o  you  p a r t ic ip a te  
in  the  s in g ing  of the  cong rega t io n?  D o  y ou  p ra y  
d u r i n g  the  t im e  of prayer?  S om eon e  else m ay  be  
le a d in g  in  p rayer ,  b u t  each  in d iv id u a l  can  a n d  
sh o u ld  be  e n te r in g  in to  p ra y e r  d u r i n g  the  t im e  of 
p rayer .  D o  you  give in the  o ffe r in g —y o u r  t i thes  
a n d  y o u r  offerings?

Do you  p a r t ic ip a te  in the  p a s to r ’s m essage by 
ask ing  the  H o ly  S p ir i t  to  speak  to  each  h e a r t  in  the  
sanc tuary?  W h e n  th e re  are  seekers at the  a l t a r  of 
p rayer ,  a re  you  lo o k in g  on , o r  do  you a c tu a l ly  lift

Pertinent Pathways . . .
— The Path to P en itence  
— The Path  to Pentecost—Jack M. Scharn

in the  v o lu m e  of p ra ye r?  I re p e a t ,  A re  you a spec
t a to r  o r  a p a r t ic ip a n t?

A re  you  a p a r t  of th e  w eekday  ac tiv ities  of the 
c h u rc h ,  th e  m id w e e k  p ra y e r  service, th e  time of 
special  p ra y e r ,  rev iva l  m e e t in g  services, the  visita
t io n  p ro g r a m  of th e  c h u rc h ,  th e  m iss iona ry  work?

T o  be  a s p e c ta to r  is the  w ay  o f  least resistance. It 
is w ork , it takes e f fo r t  to  p lay  th e  g am e. Though 
w o rk  is in v o lv ed  in  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  th e  rew ards  and 
c o m p e n s a t io n s  a re  w o r th  every  m i n u t e  of time and 
every o u n c e  o f  s t re n g th .  I t  has b e e n  r ig h t ly  stated, 
“ You get o u t  of it w h a t  you  p u t  in to  it."

A  sp e c ta to r  is m o r e  likely to  b e  critical.  A par
t ic ip a n t  w il l  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  s h o r tc o m in g s  and be 
long-suffer ing . T h i s  is t r u e  in  th e  g am e;  it  is also 
t r u e  in  the  c h u rch .  'Those w h o  a re  busiest have 
very l i t t le  t im e  to  f ind  fau l t .  T h e  id le  person can 
read i ly  see every  m is take .  H e  m a k e s  n o n e  because 
h e  does  n o th in g .

1 w o td d  like to  c h a l le n g e  every  p e rson  to be a 
p a r t i c ip a n t  a n d  n o t  a spec ta to r .  Som e peop le  have 
m o re  t h a n  a n o r m a l  loa d  of  c h u r c h  responsibility 
because  o th e rs  ju s t  look on . W e  r in g  th e  call, “Get 
o u t  of th e  g ra n d s ta n d ;  get in to  the  g a m e .” T here  is 
a p lace  lo r  th e  o ld ;  th e re  is a p la ce  for the  young! 
W i l l  you  p a r t ic ip a te ,  o r  w il l  you  b e  a spectator?

TRIBUTE
to Senior Saints

I! 1/ M A R L E N E  KW AI.M . O n ta r io ,  C a li fornia
I N  T H I S  DAY of “y o u th  w o rs h ip ,” w h e n  the  world 
sets a p r e m i u m  o n  y o u th fu ln e ss  a n d  o u r  whole  way 
o f  life is y o u th -o r ie n te d ,  I w o u ld  l ike  to  pay  homage 
to  th e  p re c iou s  e lder ly  sa in ts  w h o  h ave  been  such a 
g re a t  b less ing  a n d  in s p i r a t io n  to  me.

T h e y  h o ld  a special  p lace  in  m y  h e a r t ,  as a com
p ara t iv e ly  y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n ,  in  b o th  ac tua l  and 
s p i r i tu a l  age. T h e i r  liv es a n d  te s t im o n ies  have been 
a g re a t  source  of  e n c o u ra g e m e n t ,  a n d  o n e  of the 
m a jo r  in f lu enc es  in  m y  s p i r i tu a l  life  a n d  growth.

H o w  th r i l l in g  it is to  h e a r  a n  e lder ly  sa in t  testify 
to  the  fa i th fu lness  o f  G o d  d o w n  th r o u g h  the  years! 
Each  o n e  is a l iv in g  e x a m p le  o f  G o d ’s saving and 
k e e p in g  p o w e r  t h r o u g h  all  th e  c ircu m stan ces  of life.

T h e  s im p le  fa i th  a n d  t ru s t  o f  th e  “sen io r  saints” 
as they  n e a r  th e  e n d  of th e i r  e a r th ly  jo u rn e y  bring 
h ea v e n  closer to  e a r th .  A n d  w h e n  o n e  w h o  has been 
a s p i r i tu a l  in f lu e n c e  a n d  b less ing  goes h o m e  to be 
w i th  Jesus, it  ties us c loser to  h e a v e n  a n d  renews
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our d e te r m in a t io n  to  k eep  th e  fa i th  a n d  o n e  day 
meet h im  o n  th e  o th e r  shore.

W hat a  g re a t  d e b t  w e o n e  to those w h o  have  
prayed fo r  us, e n c o u ra g e d  us, a n d  b e e n  l iv in g  ex 
amples of holiness! M a n y  of us m ig h t  n o t  n o w  even 
be C hris t ian s  b u t  fo r  th e  p rayers  of som e p re c ious  
old saint w h o  ca re d  e n o u g h  for o u r  souls to  h o ld  us 
up before th e  t h r o n e  o f  grace.

T he ir  years o f  e x p e r ie n c e  give th e m  a p e rspec t ive  
and sense o f  va lues  t h a t  o n ly  t im e  can  b r in g .  T h e i r  
faithfulness in ihc  c h u rc h  services is an  e x a m p le  to 
each laym an  a n d  an  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  to  each  pastor .  
Their sweet faces, s h in in g  w i th  G o d ’s p resence, a re  
an am azing  r e v e la t io n  w h e n  c o n t ra s te d  w i th  those 
of their  u n sa v e d  c o u n te r p a r t s  o u t  in  th e  w orld .  
Their sweet C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t  a n d  c o m p ass io na te  u n 
derstanding a re  a c o n s ta n t  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  to  th e i r  
younger b ro th e r s  a n d  sisters in  the  fa i th .

More a n d  m o re  w e h e a r  of c o m m u n i t i e s  for 
“senior c i t izens .” W h a t  a n  i r re p la c e a b le  loss it 
would be  to  a l l  o f  us if al l  o u r  “se n io r  s a in ts” w ere  
to leave o u r  c h u rc h e s  a n d  go to  live a n d  w o rsh ip  
together, a p a r t  f ro m  th e  m a in s t r e a m  of life! W e  
need th e ir  e x a m p le  a n d  in f lu e n c e  m o re  t h a n  they 
or we realize.

We fail m a n y  t im es to  le t  t h e m  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  
we love a n d  a p p re c ia te  th e m ,  a n d  h o w  m u c h  th e i r  
prayers, tes t im on ies ,  a n d  f a i th fu l  lives m e a n  to  us. 
As I w ri te  these  w ords ,  I see th e  faces of a g re a t  
procession o f  these  e l i te  of th e  c h u rc h ,  m a n y  of 
whom h ave  gon e  to  b e  w i th  th e  L o rd .  I t h a n k  G o d  
for each one. A l th o u g h  they  are  gone , th e i r  i n f l u 
ence lives on , a n d  “ th e i r  w orks  d o  fo llow  th e m .”

And to  eac h  o f  y ou  w h o  is w i th  us, m a y  G o d ’s 
richest b le ss ing  b e  u p o n  you. M ay  you  k n o w  tha t  
we a p p rec ia te  you  a n d  a re  t ru ly  g ra te fu l  fo r  y o u r  
prayers, tes t im on ies ,  a n d  e x a m p le s  of v ic to r iou s  
Christian liv ing . M ay  w e w h o  w ill  so m ed ay  take  
your p lace  be  a b le  to  b e  th e  b le ss ing  to  th e  n e x t  
generations t h a t  you  h ave  b e e n  to  us.

Little Things
B y  ENOLA CHAMBERLIN

These are b u t  l i t t le  th ings:  a m o th e r ’s kiss,
A baby’s coo, a fa th e r ’s te n d e r  sm ile;

But w ith  w h a t  s t r e n g th  they  bridge  a grief 's  abyss,  
W ith w h a t  rare c o m fo r t  sh or te n  so rro w ’s m ile!

Oh, l i t tle  th ings!  A  m o c k e r ’s so ng  at d a w n ,
A y o u n g  g ir l ’s lau gh ,  a b o y ’s c a r sp l i t t in g  sh ou t;

Hucli l i t t le  th in g s  to bear us bravely  on ,
Small h o m e y  th in g s  w e  c a n n o t  do  w i th o u t !

Uncli l i t t le  th in g s  to m a k e  a h ouse  a p lace  
Where love t r i u m p h a n t  rules, w h ere  everyo ne

From y o u n g  to  o ld  can w ear  a s m i l in g  facc,
A nd  s in k  to  p e a c e fu l  rest w h e n  day is d o n e !

Such l i t t le  th in g s  tha t  h ave  no  m o n e y e d  w o r th ,
And ye t  the y  m a k e  o u r  lives a heaven  on  earth!

Second-Mile 
RELIGION

B y  DAVID L. FLETCHER
Nazarene Layman, Bethany, Oklahoma

R E C E N T L Y  I h a d  th e  d e l ig h t fu l  e x p e r ie n c e  of 
r e a d in g  t h r o u g h  a  set of test p a p e rs  w r i t t e n  by a 
g ro u p  o f  second-grade  p up ils .  T h e  sub jec t:  Birds. 
O n e  of th e  q u es t io ns  asked  was this, “W h a t  w o u ld  
you  d o  if you  f o u n d  a b a b y  sp a r ro w  th a t  d id  n o t  
h a v e  a m o th e r  o r  f a th e r? ”

T h e  answ ers w ere  as v a r ie d  a n d  u n p re d ic ta b le  as 
the  c h i ld re n  themselves, b u t  th e  an sw er  t h a t  i n 
t r ig u e d  m e  m ost  w as g iven  by a y o u n g  m a n  w ho  
a lm o st  successfully evaded  th e  issue by say ing  
s im ply :  “ I w o u ld  p u t  i t  back  w h e re  I  f o u n d  i t  
a n d  r u n . ”

U n w i t t in g ly  th is  ch i ld  expressed  a n  a lm o st  u n i 
versal a t t i t u d e —th a t  of n o n in v o lv e m e n t  in  the  p r o b 
lem s o f  o thers .  M a n y  o f  us, w h e n  face-to-face w i th  
a n o t h e r ’s need , take  the  easiest way o u t .  Som e 
will  even  t u r n  th e i r  h e a d s  a n d  p r e t e n d  to  see 
n o th in g .

T h e  second-m ile  C h r i s t i a n  is n o t  l ike  th a t .  N o t  
on ly  does h e  recogn ize  th e  n e e d  a n d  try  to  re l ieve  
it, b u t  h e  goes o u t  o f  his way to  m a k e  life h a p p i e r  
fo r  those  h e  meets.

I n  H is  p a r a b le  in  L u k e  10, Jesus  teaches us t h a t  
“second-m ile  re l ig io n "  is v i ta l  r e l ig io n  in  ac tion . 
H e  teaches  us t h a t  we c a n n o t  ig n o re  the  m a n  by 
th e  w ayside  a n d  pass by on  the  o th e r  side,  as d id  
th e  L e v i te  a n d  the  p ries t ;  b u t  we m u s t  r e g a rd  h im  
as o u r  n e ig h b o r  a n d  p e rso n a l  respons ib il i ty .  I t  is 
in  th is  k in d  of  re l ig io n  t h a t  th e  w o r ld  believes.

I o nce  k n e w  a lady  w h o  k e p t  a co m p le te  list  of 
o u r  m iss iona ry  fam ilies  a n d  th e i r  b ir th day s ,  a n d  
she always sen t  each  o n e  a b i r th d a y  c a rd  a t  th e  r ig h t  
t im e. A  w ea l th y  lady? A  lad y  w i th  n o th in g  else to 
do? N o . B u t  she h a d  le a rn e d  th e  joy  of go ing  
th e  “second  m i le .”

A n o th e r  p as t  a c q u a in ta n c e  used  to  take  o u t  to 
d in n e r  all the  serv icem en  p re se n t  in  the  S u n da y  
m o r n in g  service—a n d  h e  always p ic ked  u p  th e  check!

P eo p le  l ike  these  do  n o t  have  to  be  begged  to 
s ing  in  the  c h o i r  o r  teach  a S u n d a y  school class. 
In d e e d ,  they  a re  always asking, “W h a t  can  I do  
to  serve?” T o  the m , th e  second  m ile  is n o t  ted ious , 
b u t  a  joy fu l ,  r e w a rd in g ,  a n d  n o rm a l  ex pe r ie n c e  of 
the  C h r i s t i a n  life.
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. . . and Facts!
B y  KENNETH L. DODGE, Pastor, Grace Church, Toronto, Ontario

“ D A D D Y , I  k n o w  w h e re  the  w in d  comes f ro m .’’ 
T h i s  was a v i ta l  p iece o f  in f o r m a t io n  co m ing  

f rom  m y  six-year-old son. A  few days p rev ious ly  
in  o u r  fam ily  devo tions ,  we h a d  r e a d  f ro m  the  
th i r d  c h a p te r  of th e  G ospe l  o f  J o h n ,  w h ic h  i n c lu d e d  
verse e igh t,  “ T h e  w in d  b lo w e th  w h e re  it  l is te th ,  
a n d  th o u  hea res t  the  s o u n d  the reof ,  b u t  canst  n o t  
te l l  w h enc e  it  co m eth ,  a n d  w h i th e r  i t  g o e th  . .

F o r  several days m y  boy  h a d  b e e n  p uzz l in g  o ver  
t h a t  b i t  of in f o r m a t io n  a n d  n o w  he  h a d  the  answer. 
I h a d  to  k n o w  w h a t  i t  was.

“T e l l  D a d d y  w h e re  the  w in d  comes f ro m .’’ 
“W ell ,  th e  trees m o ve  th e i r  b ra n c h e s  a n d  th a t  

causes the  w in d  to  blow'.”
I t  was a  “ fac t” easily p roved . H e  p ic k e d  u p  a 

fan  a n d  d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  the  m o v in g  of th e  fan  
back  a n d  fo r th  c rea te d  a breeze. T h e r e  was m o re  
“p ro o f .” D id  n o t  th e  w in d  b lo w  on ly  w h e n  the  
b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  trees w ere  m oving?  Besides, al l  his 
physica l  senses co n f i rm e d  th e  t r u t h  o f  th is  n e w 
fo u n d  discovery.

I n  th e  face of  such  o v e rw h e lm in g  “p ro o f ” w h a t  
co u ld  I  tell  h im ?  H o w  c o u ld  I  p ro ve  to  h im  th a t  
th e  facts w ere  ju s t  th e  o p p o s i te  o f  th e  w ay  h e  
h a d  them ? C o u ld  I  i n t e r p r e t  th e  in t r ica te ,  sc ientif ic  
facts so t h a t  he, w i th  h is  l im i te d  kno w ledg e ,  co u ld  
u n d e r s t a n d  them ?

N o , I c o u ld  n o t  e x p la in  to  h im  f rom  w h e n c e  the  
w in d  ac tu a l ly  d id  come. I t  was necessary  to  d e 
p e n d  o n  h is  f a i th  in  th e  s u p e r io r  w'isdom o f  h is  
fa th e r  in  o rd e r  to  tell h im  h e  was m is tak en .  W h a t  
a joy  to  f in d  t h a t  his f a i th  in  h is  f a th e r  was so 
s t ro n g  tha t ,  even th o u g h  w h a t  I to ld  h im  w'ent 
co n t ra ry  to  the  “ facts” as h e  u n d e r s to o d  th e m  a n d  
co n f l ic ted  w i th  ev e ry th in g  t h a t  h e  co u ld  see, feel, 
hea r ,  a n d  u n d e r s ta n d ,  h e  sti l l  acc ep te d  h is  f a th e r ’s 
w ord!

T h e n  it  was m y  tu rn .  F o r  several  days n o w  I 
h ave  b e e n  p o n d e r in g  th is  s im ple ,  t ru s t in g  fa i th  t h a t  
m y  son  has  in  h is  f a th e r ’s w ord . W h a t  a b o u t  m y  
fa i th  in  m y  H e a v e n ly  F a t h e r ’s W o rd ?

Som e o f  to d a y ’s wise m e n  tell  m e  th a t  m y  F a th e r 's  
W o r d  is in  conflic t  w i th  the  “ facts” a n d  th a t  the re  
is i n d i s p u ta b le  “ p ro o f ” t h a t  p a r t s  o f  th e  B ib le  are  
u n re l ia b le .  I a m  o u t  of h a r m o n y  w i th  new ly  d is 
covered  “ t r u t h ” if I sti l l  b e l ieve  t h a t  th e  o ld -fash 
io n e d  s ta n d a rd s  o f  th e  B ib le  w il l  suffice for this 
m o d e rn ,  so ph is t ic a ted  age in  w h ic h  w e live. T h e  
“ fac ts” d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  a  b e l ie f  in  th e  V i rg in  B ir th ,

the  d iv in i ty  o f  C h ris t ,  th e  d iv in e  in s p i ra t io n  of the 
w r i t ing s  of th e  apostles , a n d  th e  co m ing  kingdom 
of m y  L o rd .

Besides, th e re  is conf l ic t  in  m y  pe rson a l  life. To 
obey  th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  means that 
occasiona lly  I  a m  r e q u i r e d  to  go  co n tra ry  to what 
th e  “ fac ts” seem  to m e  to  be.

N ever the less ,  in  al l  these  conflicts ,  I believe I 
m u s t  t ru s t  in  th e  s u p e r io r  w isd om  of m y Heavenly 
F a th e r .  A n d  w h e n  I  look  back  t h r o u g h  the pages 
of  h is to ry ,  I see t h a t  m y  F a th e r  h as  o ften  proved 
the  re l ia b i l i ty  o f  H is  W o r d  by  ask ing  m e n  to do 
w h a t  th e  “ facts” sa id  c o u ld  n o t  be  done. Joshua 
“ fit de  b a t t l e  o f  J e r i c h o ” c o n t r a ry  to  the  “facts.” 
G id e o n  r o u t e d  th e  M id ia n i te s  co n tra ry  to the 
“ facts.” T h e  m irac le s  o f  J e sus  r e q u i r e d  men to 
go “c o n t ra ry  to  th e  fac ts” in  o r d e r  to  b r in g  them 
to pass. W i t h o u t  th is  s im p le  f a i t h  in  the  W ord  of 
m y  H e a v e n ly  F a th e r ,  th e re  n e v e r  will  be any 
m irac le s  in  m y  life.

P e rh a p s  th e  t r u t h  is too  c o m p le x  for my Father 
to  e x p la in  it  to  me. B u t  t h a t  does  n o t  m ake it any 
less th e  t r u th .  I t  w o u ld  b e  la u g h a b le  if i t  wrere not 
so t rag ic—“m o d e r n ” m e n  “ p r o v in g ” th e ir  “facts." 
W a v in g  th e i r  “ fa n s ” a n d  m a k in g  the  w in d  blow! 
E x p l a i n i n g  e v e ry th in g  so t h a t  n o w  o u r  wisdom is 
even  s u p e r io r  to  o u r  F a t h e r ’s W o rd .

T h i s  w o rsh ip  o f  m a n ’s w isd o m  m a y  satisfy some, 
b u t  I p re fe r  th e  W o r d  of  m y  H e a v e n ly  Father. 
W h a te v e r  H e  says, i t  is so—n o  m a t t e r  if it  goes con
t ra ry  to  the  “ facts” as I seem  to  see the m  or con
flicts w i th  d e m o n s t r a t io n s  o f  “ p ro o fs” to the 
c o n tra ry .  M y w a r r a n t  is th e  W o r d  o f  G od;  nought 
else is w o r th  be l iev ing .

Men ar e  s a v e d  th rou gh  fa i th  in the Son 
of (•oil .  A s  a r esul t ,  ire h a r e  pe ac e  wi th  
God:  the  r e l a t io n s h i p  is c h a n g ed ,  and  
in s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  re b e l s  i re  a re  adopted  
su b je c t s ;  i n s t e a d  of  b e i n g  e n em ie s ,  icc 
a re  f r i end s :  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  t tngodl i j ,  ire 
h a v e  the  S p i r i t  of  Ch r i s t ;  i n s t e a d  of  be
ing help l e s s ,  t h e  M i g h t y  to S a v e  has 
g i v e n  us s t r e n g t h .  H o w  b le s s ed  tha t  a 
w a g  has  been  f o u n d  w h e r e b y  inf ini te  
l o v e  can  h a v e  i t s  n a g ,  a n d  G o d  can be 
j u s t  a n d  j u s t i f y  the  s i n n e r . — Selected.
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Renewal
A m a n  tells o f  w a lk in g  d o w n  a s ta t io n  p la t f o r m  

where s tood  a t r u c k lo a d  o f  e m p ty  m i lk  cans. O n  
the labels a t t a c h e d  to  th e  cans  he  re a d  the  in s t r u c 
tions: “ E m p tie s —R e t u r n ,  C leanse ,  a n d  R e f i l l .”

One can  scarcely miss the  p o in t  t h a t  in  th is  case 
what is goo d  fo r  m i lk  cans is also g ood  fo r  peop le .  
Certainly these  w ords  a p p ly  w i th  special  m e a n in g  to  
the backs l ider—w h e th e r  h is  loss be  th e  secret b a c k 
sliding o f  th e  h e a r t  o r  th e  o p e n  b a c k s l id in g  of 
forsaken fe l low sh ip  a n d  w a n d e r in g  way.

T he re  is n o  e m p t in e ss  q u i t e  l ike  th e  em p t in e ss  of 
that w h ich  h as  once  b e e n  full .  T h e r e  is n o  pov e r ty  
quite so b i t t e r  as th e  p o v e r ty  o f  o n e  w h o  has  once  
known w ea l th .  A n d  th e re  is n o  v o id  q u i t e  so deso 
late as th e  h e a r t  a n d  life w h ic h  h as  o nce  b e e n  
blessed by the  in d w e l l in g  o f  th e  S a v io u r  b u t  n o w  is 
“empty, sw ept, a n d  g a r n i s h e d ” ( M a t th e w  12 :44 ) .

T he  w o rd  Je sus  used  fo r  " e m p ty ” in  th e  p a ra b le  
of the e m p ty  h o u se  wras n o t  th e  u su a l  w o rd  fo r  such  
a m eaning. I t  was a  t e r m  t h a t  m e a n s  “ a im less ,” 
“unoccupied  by  p u r p o s e f u l  w o rk .” So w'ell i t  d e 
scribes th e  p e r s o n  w’hose  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m i tm e n ts  
have lapsed  in to  a v a g u e  aimlessness a n d  lack  of 
purpose I

And th e  e m p t in e ss  is “g a rn i s h e d .” W h e n  G o d  
leaves, th e  w o r ld  en te rs .  I t  is n o t  t h a t  th e  h e a r t  b e 
comes a v a c u u m . I t  is t h a t  i t  is f i l led  w i th  th e  
secondary a n d  less w o r th w h i le .  T h e  g o ld  h as  b een  
lost, so th e  b rass  is b r o u g h t  in. R e a l i ty  h as  s l ip p e d  
away, a n d  in  its p la c e  is p u t  th e  co u n te r fe i t ,  th e  
imitation.

T h r o u g h o u t  the  B ib le  th e re  is b u t  o n e  w o rd  of 
command fo r  th e  back s l id e r .  I t  is th e  e x h o r t a t io n  
to “re tu rn .” “ R e t u r n ,  th o u  b a c k s l id in g  Israe l,  sa i th  
the L o rd ” ( J e re m ia h  3 :1 2 ) .  “ L e t  h im  r e t u r n  u n t o  
the L ord , a n d  h e  w il l  h a v e  m ercy  u p o n  h im ;  a n d  to  
our G od, fo r  h e  w il l  a b u n d a n t l y  p a r d o n ” ( Isa iah  
55:7).

T h e re  is r e s to ra t io n  a n d  c lea ns in g  fo r  those  w h o  
return. G o d  w ill  p a r d o n  a n d  h e a l  th e  backs l id ing .  
He will re s to re  th e  joy  o f  sa lv a t ion .  A n d  H e  will  
cleanse th e  co n se c ra te d  h e a r t .

But c lea ns in g  is n o t  fo r  its o w n  sake a lone .  I t  is in  
order t h a t  th e re  m a y  be  a f i l l ing . “ R e t u r n ,  C leanse ,  
and R e f i l l ” is th e  sequence .  E ve n  a c lean  vessel m ay  
be em pty—a l th o u g h  n o t  fo r  long. I t  wil l  b e  f i l led  
wi-.h the  h o ly  o r  th e  h u m a n ,  th e  d iv in e  o r  the  
demonic.

BUT M A Y  W E  V E N T U R E  th e  su gg es t ion  t h a t

th e re  are  c o n d i t io n s  in  the  s p i r i tu a l  life  w h ic h  
w h ile  s h o r t  o f  b a c k s l id in g  in  an y  t ru e  sense stil l  
d e m a n d  th e  t r e a tm e n t  p ro p o se d  fo r  th e  m i lk  c o n 
tainers? I n  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  of m o s t  C h r i s t ia n s  at 
som e t im es a n d  o f  som e C h r is t ia n s  a t  m o s t  t imes 
th e re  is a sense o f  em ptiness ,  d e p le t io n ,  a n d  s p i r i t 
u a l  d ra in .

In f lo w  a n d  o u tg o  a re  n o t  always perfec t ly  
m a tc h e d .  W h a te v e r  the  ide a l  m ay  be, th e  ac tu a l  
c ircu m stan ces  o f  life som etim es  f in d  us fru it less  a n d  
b a r r e n .  T h e  w i th d ra w a ls  ca tch  u p  w i th  the  d e 
posits. O u r  s p i r i tu a l  b a n k  acc ou n ts  ge t  so low 
th e re  is c o n t in u a l  d a n g e r  t h a t  a n  u ne x p e c te d ly  
la rge  check m a y  “ b o u n c e ”—be r e tu r n e d  for  in su f f i 
c ie n t  funds.

“ R ich es  a n d  p leasu res  o f  th is  l ife” choke  o u t  the  
seed o f  th e  W o r d ,  a n d  it  bears  “ n o  f ru i t  to  perfec 
t io n ,” Jesus  sa id  (L u k e  8 :1 4 ) .  B u t  r iches  a n d  p leas
ures  w ere  n o t  the  f irs t  pe r i l  th e  L o r d  n a m e d .  T h e  
o rd e r  is “cares a n d  r iches  a n d  p le asu res .” T h o s e  
w h o  h a v e  ro o te d  o u t  th e  tares  o f  r iches  a n d  p leas
u res  m a y  s u c c u m b  to  the  ceaseless r o u n d  o f  b u rd e n s ,  
p ressures, a n d  anxieties .

W h e n  su ch  as th is  th re a tens ,  the re  is a n  ever
p re se n t  rem edy .  I t  is to  r e t u r n  th e  e m p ty  vessels to  
th e  c leansing , f i l l in g  fo u n ta in .  T h e  em p t ine ss  is 
n o t  necessarily  a s ign  o f  defea t .  I t  m a y  b e  a n  ev i
denc e  of “m iss ion  acc o m p l ish ed .” B u t  i t  n e e d  n o t  
co n t in u e .  T h e r e  is r e n e w a l  a n d  rev iva l  fo r  al l  w h o  
w ill  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  it.

W h e n  w e  have  e x h a u s te d  o u r  store o f  e n d u r 
ance,

W h e n  o u r  s tre n g th  has fa i led  ere th e  day is 
h a l f  d on e ,

W h e n  we reach the  e n d  o f  o u r  h o a rd e d  re
sources,

O u r  F a th e r ’s f u l l  g iv in g  is on ly  begun .

" Hot Line"  to Heaven
Som eon e  sp oke  of  p ra y e r  as a  “h o t  l in e ” to 

h eav en .  T h i s  is a reference , o f  course, to  th e  e s ta b 
l i sh m e n t  o f  a so-called “h o t  l i n e ” b e tw e e n  W a s h in g 
to n  a n d  M oscow, a im e d  a t  p re v e n t in g  a l l-ou t 
n u c le a r  w7a r  in  th e  ev en t  of a n  a c c id e n ta l  f i r in g  of 
a n  a to m ic  w e a po n .

Such  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  m a y  re p re se n t  a s t roke  of 
po l i t ic a l  w isdom , a l th o u g h  it  is a l i t t le  h a r d  to  see 
h o w  it  c o u ld  b e  ex p e c te d  to  w ork . I t  h a rd ly  seems 
likely t h a t  any  n a t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  l a u n c h  a n  
a to m ic  a t ta c k  ag a in s t  a n o t h e r  w o u ld  h a v e  any  
scruples  a b o u t  u s in g  th e  “h o t  l in e ” to  f u r th e r  co n 
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fuse its enem y  a n d  de lay  a re ta l ia to ry  stroke.
W h a te v e r  o n e  m a y  th in k  of th e  i n te r n a t io n a l  

" h o t  l ine ,"  the re  is a " h o t  l ine"  to  h e a v e n  open  
a n d  av a i lab le  a t  all times. I t  is in  the  q u i r k  “S O S ” 
type  of p ra y e r  we f ind  descr ibed  a t  t im es in the  
Bible.

Such  a p ra y e r  is r e c o rd e d  in  th e  second  c h a p te r  
of N e h e m ia h .  N e h e m ia h ,  th e  Jew, was a h ig h  o ff i 
cial in  the  cour t  of A rtax crxe s ,  the  P e rs ian  m o n a rc h .  
H e  h a d  ju s t  rece ived  news th a t  th in gs  w ere  g o in g  
bad ly  w i th  his le l low  c o u n t ry m e n  w h o  h a d  r e tu rn e d  
to P a les t ine  to  rees tab lish  th e i r  city a n d  th e i r  n a 
tion.

In  sp ite  of h im self ,  N e h e m ia h  was p lu n g e d  in to  
d e e p  depress ion , a n d  it  sh ow e d  o n  his face. T h e  
k in g  no t iced , an d  in q u i r e d  the reason. N e h e m ia h  
e x p la in e d  in  a sen tence  the  d e spe ra te  s t ra i ts  o f  his 
ho m e la n d .

W h e n  the  k in g  f u r th e r  asked w h a t  req ues t  h e  h ad  
to m ake , N e h e m ia h  records  his use of the  “h o t  
l in e ” to h eaven :  “So I p ra y e d  to  th e  G o d  o f  heaven . 
A n d  I said u n to  the  k ing , I f  it p lease  th e  k ing , a n d  
if thy  se rv an t  h ave  fo u n d  fa v o u r  in  thy  sight, th a t  
th o u  w o u ld es t  send  m e  u n to  Ju d a h ,  u n to  th e  city of 
m y  fa th e rs ’ sepulchres ,  th a t  I m ay  b u i ld  i t ” ( N e h e 
m ia h  2:4-5).

N e h e m ia h ’s message go t  th ro u g h .  A r ta x e rx e s  
read i ly  gave consent,  a n d  o rd e r e d  his r e p re s e n ta 
tives a lo n g  the  way a n d  in  P a le s t in e  itself to give 
N e h e m ia h  all the  ass is tance he  w o u ld  need.

“ I p ra y e d  to th e  G o d  of heaven . A n d  I  sa id  u n to  
the  k in g  . . T h e r e  was n o  t im e  h ere  for a len g thy  
a p p e a l  to  the  L o rd .  I t  was the  sam e l igh tn ing -  
q u ic k  call fo r  h e lp  th a t  P e te r  u t t e r e d  as h e  s ta r ted  
to  s ink  in to  the  w aters  o f  G ali lee ,  “ L o rd ,  save m e .” 
O n ly  a few words, b u t  the  an sw er  cam e as q u ic k  as 
th e  p ra y e r  itself.

B U T  A  P O I N T  O F  C A U T I O N  m u s t  be m a de .  
P raye r  is fa r  m o re  th a n  a “ h o t  l i n e ” to heaven . Its 
v a lu e  as a “ h o t  l i n e ” d e p e n d s  en t i re ly  u p o n  w h a t  
has  gon e  before . T h e  split-second  cry of N e h e m ia h  
fo llow ed  th e  days of fas t ing  a n d  p ra y e r  re c o rd e d  in 
N e h e m ia h  1:1-11. P e te r  co u ld  call q u ick ly  in an  
em ergency  because  he  was w a lk in g  in  the  c o m p a n y  
of the  L o rd ,  w ho  im m e d ia te ly  s t re tch ed  o u t  a h a n d  
to  set h im  back  on  to p  of the  waves.

M a n y  t im es the  “ h o t  l i n e ” call goes u n h e e d e d  
because it is the  voice o f  a s t ra n g e r  at th e  t h r o n e  of 
grace.

P ra y e r  in  a C h r i s t i a n  sense is m o re  t h a n  p e t i t io n  
—th a t  is, ask ing  for som eth ing .  I t  inc ludes  th a n k s 
giv ing , m e d i t a t io n ,  c o m m u n io n ,  a n d  c o m m itm e n t .

I f  p ra y e r  is th o u g h t  o f  s im ply  as a m e a n s  of 
b e n d in g  G o d  to  o u r  wishes, i t  m u s t  fail. 'T rue  
p ra y e r  d e m a n d s  the  o ffe r in g  u p  o f  ourselves to  o u r  
H e a ven ly  F a th e r  for the  w o rk in g  o u t  of H is  p lans  
a n d  p u rposes  for us a n d  for those a b o u t  us. T o  use 
an  o ld -fash ioned  w ord , p ra y e r  is in te rcess ion—“ the  
unse lf ish  l i f t in g  u p  befo re  G o d  of the  needs  of

o thers ,  close at h a n d  a n d  a r o u n d  the  g lobe."
I 'he  story  is to ld  o f  a f r ig h te n e d  y o u n g  soldier on 

O k in a w a  d u r i n g  th e  w a r  w h o  was h e a rd  to pray: 
“ O  G o d ,  You k n o w  I h ave  asked  Y ou  for a lot of 
th in k s  I d i d n ’t need ,  a n d  said a lo t  o f  th ings  I didn’t 
m e a n .  B u t  now  I ’m  n o t  fo o l in ’!” S uch  a prayer of 
d e s p e ra t io n  is m o re  effec tive  w h e n  we haven't 
asked  so m a n y  th in g s  we do  no t  need , o r  said so 
m a n y  th in g s  we d o  n o t  m e a n .

J. C. M i tc h e l l  tells of a C h r i s t i a n  w o rke r  visiting 
a lriencl in  th e  hosp i ta l .  As she tose f rom  her knees 
a f te r  p rayer ,  a y o u n g  d o c to r  w h o  h a d  not yet 
le a rn e d  th a t  courtesy  is th e  h a l lm a r k  of greatness 
asked h e r  h a l f -c o n te m p lu o u s ly  if she really  thought 
p ra y e r  d id  any  good.

“ I do, in d e e d ,"  was h e r  reply.
“ W e l l ,” the  y o u n g  m a n  said, “ if I asked  God for 

a l iv e -p o u n d  no te ,  d o  you th in k  I s h o u ld  get it?”
T he  w o m a n  took  a n o th e r  tack. “ S ir ,” she queried, 

“d o  you k n o w  th e  q u e e n  of  E n g la n d ? ”
“ N o, n o t  p e rson a l ly ,"  th e  o th e r  said.
" W o u ld  you ask h e r  for a f ive -p o un d  note  on a 

first i n t r o d u c t io n ? ”
“C e r ta in ly  n o t , ” was the  reply.
“ T h e n  w hy  sh o u ld  you expec t m y  K ing  to give 

you a f iv e -p o un d  n o te  o n  so slight an  acquaint
ance?”

T o  this th e re  was n o  answ er.  N o r  can  there be. 
P ra y e r  is chiefly  a fam ily  affa ir ,  b e tw e e n  the  Father 
in heav en  a n d  the  c h i ld re n  w h o  dw e l l  in  His secret 
p lace  a n d  a b id e  u n d e r  H is  sh a d o w  (Psalm s 91:1).

N o  o n e  kno w s  w h e n  lie m a y  n e e d  th e  “ ho t  line” 
tc> h eaven  m o re  d esp e ra te ly  t h a n  h e  ev e r  lias needed 
it before . It is on ly  g o o d  sense, th e n ,  to  establish 
the  basis for th e  u n e x p e c te d  cry for h e lp  before the 
n eed  arises. T h i s  m e a n s  th e  h a b i t  o f  p rayer ,  and a 
re g u la r  t im e  a n d  p lace  for p ra y e r  every  day  we live 
a n d  b re a th e .

If  o u r  “ SO S” is to  ge t  t h r o u g h ,  the  transm itter 
m u s t  b e  k e p t  in  w o rk in g  o rd e r .  W e  c a n n o t  collect 
on  the  in s u ra n c e  po licy  if we d o  n o t  a p p ly  for it 
u n t i l  (he hou se  is o n  fire, o r  if w e re fuse  to  pay the 
p re m iu m s .  As Beverly  C a r r a d in e  lon g  ago ob
served, “ G o d ’s answ ers co m e m o r e  to  the  h a b i t  than 
to the  act  of p ra y e r .”

'To k eep  pray er  for the  crisis m a y  m e a n  th a t  when 
th e  crisis com es we c a n n o t  p ray . L e t  us, then , make 
p ra y e r  o u r  h a b i t ,  th a t  w h e n  specia l  n eed  arises we 
m ay  be  assured  of  spec ia l  help .

Seminary Sunday Coming
O n e  of  th e  m o s t  p re ss ing  needs  in  th e  p repara 

t io n  of o u r  y o u n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  as m in is te rs  and 
m iss iona r ies  is a new  l ib ra ry  b u i ld in g  for Nazarene 
T h e o lo g ic a l  S em inary . P re se n t  facili t ies  a re  over
c ro w de d  to  th e  p o in t  of ineffic iency . A n  adequate  
l ib ra ry  is a n u m b e r  o n e  necessity.

N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l  S e m in a ry  h as  n o  educa
t io n a l  zone f ro m  w h ic h  to d ra w  s u p p o r t  for capital
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needs. T h e  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i n g  costs ol the  S em in a ry  
are paid th ro u g h  a G e n e r a l  B u d g e t  a l lo tm e n t .  B u t  
there is no p ro v is io n  fo r  b u i ld in g  costs.

The G enera l  A ssem bly  has  a p p ro v e d  an  a n n u a l  
Seminary S u n da y  t h r o u g h o u t  the  c h u rch ,  at  w h ic h  
time each local c o n g re g a t io n  will  be asked  to  r e 
ceive a cash o ffe r in g  to  be used  for b u i ld in g  needs.

T h e  first o ffe r in g  will be S unday ,  F e b ru a ry  14, an d  
will  b e  a p p l i e d  to w a rd  the  l ib ra ry  co ns tru c t ion .

T h e  H e r a ld  w il l  fe a tu re  som e f u r th e r  in f o r m a 
t ion  in  the  n e x t  th re e  weeks. W e  tru s t  t h a t  each 
cong rega t io n ,  la rge  o r  sm all,  will  r e sp o n d  w i th  a 
g ene ro us  o f fe r in g  011 th e  first S em inary  Sunday, 
F e b ru a ry  11.

THE CHURCH AT W O R K
EVANGELISM

EDWARD I. YWLOK. Secre tur t i Mr. Layman . . .
Do You Have These “Tools of Evangelism,” in Your Home????
1. E x p lo r i n g  E v a n g e l i s m ,  b y  M en d ell Taylor, 
D.D.

W ith  today's compell ing emphasis  on evangelism, 
the a u th o r  directs a t tent ion  to the vital role of 
the C hu rch  of the Nazarene in the to tal p ro 
gram of evangelical Chrisianity.

2. T h e  M e ssag e  of E v a n g e l i s m ,  b y W. T. 
P u rk ise r , D.D.

Reveals the most na tu ra l  biblical basis for evan
gelism, discussing also the purpose of ev an 
gelism.

3. F ilm s tr ip  “ Y ou  C a n  W in  T h e m ”
T h e  t rue  story of personal evangelism told by 
Roscoe Pershall , who personally won to Chris t 
each ind iv idual whom  he in terviews in this 
challenging, full-color filmstrip.

T h e  D ep ar tm en t  of Evangelism recommends each 
of these, and  would  suggest you o rd er  TODAY, 
directly from the Nazarene Publish ing  House.

The final recom m endation  of the 
masterful General Super in tenden ts '  A d 
dress given by Dr. Benner at the  1964 
General Assembly reads as follows:

"FINALLY, W E R E C O M M E N D  A 
VIGOROUS AND C O N S IST E N T  VISI
TATION PRO G R A M  IN  EVERY L O 
CAL CHURCH. G E AR E D  IN T O  AN 
AGGRESSIV E. SI’I R I T - A N O I \  LED 
MASS EVANGELISM E F F O R T  T H A  I 
WILL CHALLENGE AND E N LIST  
TO THE FULLEST POSSIBLE MEAS
URE THE SOUL W IN N IN G  P O T E N 
TIAL OF OUR -100.000 NA/.ARENES 
AROUND T H E  W O R L D .”

The Department of Evangel ism h e a r t 
ily endorses this recom m endation  and 
alls upon all o u r  people  to part ic ipa te  
in "Visitation Evangelism.” which is a 
Bible method for w inn ing  others  to 
Christ. Our Lord used th is  method. He 
himself has set the example .

All true believers are converted, not 
only to Christianity, bu t  to the Lord 
Jesus Christ: not simply to some p r in 
ciple of faith, b u t  to a real, vital P er
son. Believers who have been trulv 
born again are joined together with 
Christ. Jesus himself  said as He used 
the illustration of the  vine and the 
branches, "I am the vine, ye are  the 
branches: He tha t  ab ideth  in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth  forth much 
fruit” (John 15:5). And when P en te 
cost was fully come. His promise of re 
ceiving power an d  becoming witnesses 
became a reality, and  no believer has 
the gift of the Holy Spirit  who is not 
a witness for Jesus Christ.

Visitation evangelism is typified in 
Jesus sending out the seventy. T h e \  
went out two by two; tliev went out 
wherever He would  have them go; thc\ 
went realizing the field was ready foi 
harvest. They went out to preach the 
gospel and to heal the  sick: they went

by faith: they went expecting  persecu
tion and  m isunderstanding. T h e y  went 
to visit homes and  to witness. T hey  
were to re tu rn  an d  report  w ha t  h a p 
pened. T h e  th ri l l ing  story of the sev
enty  in the tenth  chap te r  of Luke's 
gospel is a good pattern  for us.

Visitation evangelism properly  p a r t i 
cipated in by all the people of the 
rh u rch  is one of the  most effective tools 
in o u r  day for taking the gospel to the: 
unreached , to the unchurched. It takes 
t ime to do visitation evangelism. I t  takes 
courage to do visitation evangelism. It 
takes a hum ble ,  holy a t t i tud e  to do 
visitation evangelism. It takes an ac
ceptance of a challenge to do visitation 
evangelism, but it also takes conviction 
and consecration.

T h e  Depar tm ent of Evangelism a p 
peals to every Nazarene who will read 
these lines to face up  to this recom
m endation  m ade by Dr. Benner, and

sav. Am 1 a p ar t  of a vigorous, consis
tent visitation evangelism program- 
T h e n  begin by ta lking ab o u t  it, th in k 
ing about it. praying about it, reading 
the Bible, s tudying it, learning to use it 
effectively; then undcrgirded  by prayer 
and  backed by preparat ion, go out into 
the streets ring ing  doorbells, telling 
o thers  what  Christ has clone for you— 
is doing for you—and will do for them. 
And knowing that He himself  gives you 
the promise, IF you go, "Lo, I am with 
you alwav, even u n to  the end of the 
w or ld” (M atthew 28:20) .

"SHOW ERS of BLESSING"  

Program Schedule

J a n u a r y  24—"W h y  th e  N eed  of the  
H o ly  S p i r i t ? ” b y  R ussell V . D eLong  

J a n u a r y  31—“A  G r e a t  S e r m o n  b y  a n  
O u t s t a n d i n g  L a y m a n ,” by R ussell 
V'. D eLong  

F e b r u a r y  7—“T w o  D o o r s —T w o  
K n o c k s —T w o  O p e n in g s ,"  b y R u s
sell V . D eLong
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SOME 
STRAIGHT TALK 
ABOUT WILLS

•  W hy do so few  people  
w rite w ills?

•  What happens if 1 don’t write a will?
•  W hy is the church in 

terested in m y w ritin g  a 
w ill?

W rite for this inte resting b ro 
chure, Some Straight T a lk  A b o u t
Wills:

N a m e  ___________________________

A ddress

Send to:
JONATHAN T. GASSETT Wills and Annuities Church of the Nazarene 6401 The Paseo Kansas City, Missouri 64131

THE LOCAL CHURCHES
Evangelist Charles H. Liplcer writes: 

“Due to a change of pastors, I have an  
open date, January  29 to February 7, 
which I would like to slate anywhere 
in the Midwest. W rite  me, Route  1. Alvada, O hio .”

Rev. Wallace Bell, Jr..  reports from 
Montgomery, Alabama: “ My family 
and I have served First Church  here 
for one year, and  God has abundan tly  
blessed o u r  lives. D ur ing  this year the 
church has instal led new pews and  p u l 
pit  furn iture, carpet, and  an offset mul- 
ti l i th  machine; also a central heating  
and  air-conditioning u n i t  has been o r 
dered. God has blessed spiritually, with 
a good n um b er  of souls praying th rough 
at the altar. New families have joined 
the church, and  a spirit  of uni ty  p re 
vails. I t  is a pleasure to serve these 
wonderful folk.”

S t e r l i n g ,  I l l i n o i s —First Church  re 
cently closed the best revival of its his
tory, with Artist-Evangelist George 
W oodward as special worker. In  answer 
to weeks of prayer, God gave an old- 
fashioned revival. T h e re  were seekers 
at the al ta r in every service—a total of 
190; and the a t tendance was the best of 
any revival we have had. B rother 
W oodward is a godly m an  and  prays 
and preaches with the Spirit's  anointing. 
A wonderful spirit  lingers with us and 
the people have a m ind to go forward. 
November was the best month  in the 
church 's  history: high spir itual tide, 
nearly two hun dred  seekers, good a t 
tendance with an  average of 339 in S un
day school, 10 new members received, 
all church  finances at  a peak with a 
record Thanksg iv ing  offering. I am  now 
in my twentieth year as pastor of this 
great church .—H .  C. H a t t o n , Pastor.

Dr. and Mrs. A. S. I.ondon report:  “A 
week with Pastor Andrews of o u r  Zion 
Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, will 
not soon be forgotten. T h e  people were 
responsive, and  we saw a good al ta r 
service. Pastor Milton H u x m a n  of 
Hutchinson, Kansas, has bu i l t  one of 
our  growing ru ra l  churches in his 17 
vears as pastor. Pastor and people are 
a noble type of Christian citizens. We 
saw r>0G present in Sunday school. Pas
tor H erber t  M erri t t  of our West Side 
Church in Wichita, Kansas, has a th riv 
ing institution. W ith  Dean Galloway as 
educational director. 10 new classes have 
been started in the past 4 months. T h e  
pastor and  his wife have an  unusual 
ministry in sermon and song. T h e y  had 
60 teachers and workers at the Saturday 
n ight banquet .  W e had an inspirational 
service with Brother Jack Abbott of the 
Park Hills  Church on Sunday evening, 
with an attentive and appreciative p eo 
ple.”

THE BIBLE LESSON
B y  B R IA N  1, F A R M E R

Topic for January 24:
Christ Arouses Opposition

S c r i p t u r e : M atthew 9—10 (Printed: 
M atthew 9:9-13: 10:17-25)

G o l d e n  T e x t : H e that f indeth  his 
life shall lose it: and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall f in d  it (Matthew 
10:39).

T h is  text h ad  a somewhat more 
pointed m eaning  to the early Christians 
than  it has to most of us today. We 
are not in much danger of li teral ly los
ing our  lives for the L ord ’s sake. T hey  
were!

It  is amazing how the early Chris tians 
accepted violent opposit ion to the 
preaching of the gospel as a m at te r  of 
course. H ad  He not said that  H e had 
not come to b r ing  peace, but a sword? 
T hey  accepted the Lord's words a t  face 
value. In  many instances, of course, they 
could do n ough t  else. His words were 
all too well borne ou t  in experience.

It  was Paul's  custom to take p a r t  in 
synagogue meetings and  there to preach 
Jesus and the Resurrection, and to face 
the dispute, the riot,  the stoning and 
im prisonment that would inevitably  fo l
low.

As Halford  Luccock says: "We can 
almost imagine Pau l facing another day: 
'L e t ’s see. W h a t ’s the program today? 
Another  riot .’ So, as was his custom, 
he went th rough  with i t .”

Paul writes his own version of the 
routine: "O f the Jews five times received 
I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and 
a day I have been in the deep” (II Co
r in th ians  11:24-25) . How tempting many 
of us would have found it in these cir
cumstances to have omitted the "cus
tom"!

I believe th a t  even today when the 
gospel is proclaimed fearlessly and in 
all its fullness it e i ther  leads to conver
sion or  else arouses opposition. Perhaps 
the reason many hearers of the gospel 
are now lethargic in their  reaction is 
because it is proclaimed with its sharp 
edge scabbarded. It is covered over to be 
presentable to the soft twentieth cen
tury, and  the sin it opposes doesn’t 
seem all tha t  repulsive in its smart 
psychological suit and  its perfume of 
medical antiseptic. So there is no fight 
and no defeat and  no victory.

But it is still none the less a fact 
tha t  to find your life in Christ you must 
lose your life in Him. And unless you 
find your life in Christ you do not live 
at all. for l i e  is “ the resurrection, and 
the life.”
Lesson m ate ria l is based on International Sunday 
School Lessons, the International B ible Lessons for 
Christian  Teaching, copyrighted by the International 
Council of Relig ious Education, and is used by its 
permission.

Directories
BOARD OF G E N E R A L  SUPERINTENDENTS

Office: 6401 The Paseo 
Kansas C ity, M issouri 64131 
HUGH C. B EN N ER , Chairman 
V. H. LEW IS , V ice-chairman 
GEORGE COULTER, Secretary 

HARDY C. POW ERS 
G. B. W ILL IA M SO N  

S A M U E L  YOUNG

NOTE:
All c o n e s p o n d e n c e  addressed 
to th e  B oa rd  of G e n e r a l  S uper
in t e n d e n t s  s ho u ld  he sent to 
the  offiees  al In te rn a t ion a l  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  d irected  to 
th e  a t t e n t i o n  of Dr. George 
C o u l t e r ,  s e c r e t a ry .

A nnouncem ents
RECO M M EN D ATIO N S

I am happy to recommend Rev. Robert F. Buttles, 
who is now entering the evangelistic fie ld. Brother 
Buttles was a successful pastor on our district, and 
has fe lt a strong leading of the Lord to give his 
fu ll tim e to evangelism. He Is a fine preacher and 
an earnest soul w inner, and w ill do any of our 
churches lasting good. Address him, 22426 Shady- 
cro ft Avenue, Torrance, Ca lifo rn ia .— Eugene L 
Stowe, Superintendent of Central Californ ia Dis
tr ic t .

Rev. and Mrs. O rv ille  Hall are available for re
v iva l services. They sing and preach. Having at
tended Trevecca Nazarene College, they are wel 
acquainted w ith  our methods of evangelism. Ad
dress them, Route 1, New Castle, Indiana.— Remiss 
Rehfeldt, Superintendent of Indianapolis District.

BORN
— to Rev. and M rs. John Buchko of Kansas City, 

M is so u r i a daughter, Jhonda M ichelle , on Decem
ber 8.

— to Herbert and Ruth (Shaw) Kenyon of Johns
town, Nebraska, a son, O rvil Glen, on November 17.
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M A R R IA G E
-Marilyn Anthony and W alden Chandler, October 

2, at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

ADO PTED
—by Rev. Clarence 0 . and Geneva (Ham ilton) 

Heneger of Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, on December 
10, a baby g irl, named Catherine DeAnne; she was 
born November 20.

SPECIAL PR A Y E R  IS REQ UESTED
—by a young woman in Oklahoma that a friend 

may become a Christian— tha t th e ir m arriage may 
be in the w ill of the Lord;

-b y  a Christian reader in Ohio, for the ir sm all 
handicapped child, possessed of great fears, that 
God may undertake and work out H is plans fo r her 
life—also for a son in the U .S . Navy, who is run
ning from God's w ill for him.

Deaths
MRS. JO H N  W .  T U L L I S  (A lm a Mae) was born 

February 1, 1904, a t Salem , Ohio, and died De
cember 2, 1964, at Salem . She was a fa ith fu l 
member of Salem F irs t Church o f the Nazarene, a 
choice saint. She is survived by her husband, John- 
three sons, Richard, Jack, and B i l l;  and three 
daughters, Mildred, Sarah, and Nancy. She was 
active in the missionary work of the local church.

M ILBY IR W IN  E D W A R D S ,  age ninety, d ied Octo
ber 8, 1964, at the home of his son, Omer Edwards, 
in Clarence, Missouri. He had been a member of 
the Church of the Nazarene fo r many years, and 
lived a devout Christian life , loved and trusted by 
all who knew him. He is survived by two daughters 
Sibyl Jones and W innifred Acord; three sons, P au f 
Omer, and Donald; and a brother, John Edwards 
Funeral service was held in the C larence Church of 
the Nazarene with Rev. Carl Se lfridge  in charge. 
Burial was in the Maplewood Cemetery.

MRS. J U A N I T A  M E T C A L F  (nee Richardson) was 
bom February 12, 1922, and died December 4 , 
1964, in Springport, Indiana. In 1941 she was 
united in marriage to Herbert M e tca lf. She was a 
"onderful Christian, a charter member of the Luray 
Church of the Nazarene, and entered into every 
activity of church work w ith  a zeal fo r  God. She 
is survived by her husband, Herbert; four sons, 
Phillip, Wayne, Nelson, and Stephen Todd; and by 
her parents, Mr. and M rs. Les Richardson. Funeral 
service was conducted in the Luray church by her 
pastor, Rev. Loran Irby, assisted by a form er pastor, 
Rev. David Holstein. Interment was made in Elm 
Ridge Cemetery in Muncie, Indiana.

MRS. F . A .  P O W E L L  (D il i ie  E lizabeth ) died No
vember 8, 1964, In Nampa, Idaho, a fte r a lingering 
illness. She was born March 18, 1884, in Cotton
wood, Texas. Converted as a young g ir l,  she was 
a member of the Holiness Church o f Christ, which 
merged with the Church of the Nazarene in 1908 
She was married to Rev. F. A . Powell in  1911, and 
to this union were born nine ch ild ren . A l l  nine 
children survive. She spent her life  in Christian  
work with her husband as pastor and evangelist. In 
1943 the Powells moved to  Nampa, and were active 
in the founding and early  m in is try  o f several of the 
strong churches on the Idaho-Oregon D is tr ic t. The 
Powells observed the ir f if t ie th  wedding anniversary 
in 1961. Funeral service was conducted in College 
Church of the Nazarene, Nampa, w ith  her pastor, 
Rev. Wilson R. Lampher, in charge, assisted by 
Rev. W. C. McKay.

nswer corner
Conducted by  W. T. PURKISER, Editor

Our church school board and church board are one and the same. We’re a small church. What I want to know is, Are the assistant junior supervisor of the Sunday school and the members of the educational committee m em bers of the church board? Do they have voting privileges?

EDWIN YERDON, age seventy, died October 12, 
MM, at the W illiam stow n, New York, nursing 
taw, where he had been a pa tient for several 
months. He was born in the community o f Green
boro, near Redfield, where he had resided a ll his 
life. A member of the Rome Church of the Naza- 
nne st the time of his death, he had been Sunday 
ichool superintendent in the Greenboro Nazarene 
Oupel. He is survived by his w ife, Pearl (Card); two 
daughters, Mrs. Kenneth Van B rock lin  and Mrs. W il
liam Yates; and two sons, S te rling  C. and Kenneth H. 
Funeral service was conducted by Rev. Paul An 
drews, pastor of the Rome church, assisted by Rev. 
John Crandall, of the Redfield Wesleyan M ethodist 
church. Interment was in the Greenboro cemetery.

BERNARD SIM PSON DEAN  was born June 19 , 
1884, and died November 20, 1964, a fte r a long 
illness. Converted as a teen-ager, sanctified  a lit t le  
liter, he loved and served the Lord across the years. 
He left this world w ith a glow ing testim ony for his 
Lord. He was a charter member of the Church of 
the Nazarene in Hollywood, Maryland, had been a 
member for more than f if ty  years. He was active 
il the Lord's work un til illness overtook him . He 
Is survived by his w ife, E the l (Gatton) Dean, two 
daughters, and five sons. Funeral service was con
ducted In his local church w ith the pastor, Rev. 
Joseph L. Hoopengardner, o ff ic ia t ing . Interment 
was in the church cemetery.

T h e  only Sunday school officcr who 
is a m em b er  of the church  board  ex 
officio  (because of his office) is the 
Sunday school super in tenden t .  W hen  
the church school board  is elected as 
part  of the church  board  (serving as 
the educational committee of the  church 
board) , then these members  are full 
members  of the church  board  an d  have 
the r igh t to vote.

T h e  M a nu a l  has had  this provision

"If desired the church 
may be elected by the

since 1960: 
school board  
an n ua l  church meeting as an in tegral 
p a r t  of the church board, thus func tion 
ing as the educational committee of the 
boa rd"  (paragraph  133). I t  also p ro 
vides th a t  ‘‘in local churches of fifty 
members  or less, the church board  may 
function as the church  school b o a rd ” 
(paragraph  136) .

I would like for you to explain in the “Answer Corner” about wearing a wedding band. I read a few years ago in the H erald that when a wedding band is worn it is accepted as a sign of marriage, and is not regarded as ornamentation.
T h e  official position of the  C hurch  

of the  Nazarene is set forth  in a ru l ing  
by the Board  of General S up er in tend 
ents  m ade on J an u a ry  8, 1944, with Dr. 
R. T .  Williams, chairman; Dr. H. V. 
Miller, secretary; and  Drs. J.  B. C h a p 
man and  Orval J.  Nease as the o ther 
members  of the  board:

“ Correspondence was received relative 
to the ethics of the wedding  ring. T h e  
following in te rp re ta t ion  of the law of 
o u r  Church  was made; namely: the 
proposition of the wearing of gold as 
ad o rn m en t  does no t  app ly  to the plain 
b and  wedding  ring."

A restatement was m ade J u n e  16,

1946. by the board  then composed of 
Dr. J. 1$. C hapm an , chairman; Dr. H. V. 
Miller, secretary; and  Drs. Hardy  C. 
Powers and  G. B. Wil liamson:

" I t  is the ru l ing  of the Board  of 
General Superin tendents  in regard  to 
matters of personal ad o rn m en t  th a t  o u r  
prohibit ions  do not  include the wearing 
of the wedding band. T h i s  is a restate
m en t  of a previous ru l ing .”

Some m arried  women, as a m at te r  of 
conscience, do no t  wear a wedding ring. 
T h e i r  position should be respected. In 
fact, this is a good place to apply the 
teachings of Romans 14.

Kules established should be in the order of their importance. The General Rules as cited in the M anual do not appear to be in harmony with the order given by Jesus in Matthew 22:37-39. I question the arrangement of the General Rules contained in the Manual.
A re n ’t you really trying to compare 

the incomparable?
T h e  s tatem ent of Jesus is: “T h o u  

shalt  love the Lord  thy God with  all 
thy heart,  an d  with all thy soul, and  
with all thy m ind . T h is  is the  first and  
g reat com m andm en t.  And the second is 
like u n to  it, T h o u  shalt  love thy ne ig h 
b ou r  as thyself.” T h e n  the Lord added, 
"On these two com m andm ents  hang  all 
the law an d  the p ro ph e ts” (v. 40) .

W h at  Jesus said was tha t  love for God 
and  m an  is the  support  upon  which all 
the law an d  the teachings of the p ro p h 
ets depends. But He d id  not destroy 
th a t  law. He came to fulfill it (M at
thew 5:17-20).

You can keep all the laws there are, 
and  not be one whit bet ter  than  the 
scribes and Pharisees if you are w ithout 
love. On the o ther  hand ,  love w ithout 
law is emptiness and futility.

People seem to have difficulty staying 
on the road. Some fall off to the right 
into  the ditch of legalism. Some fall 
off to the left in the ditch of sen tim en
talism. One is no be tter  than  the other.

Actually, the  Church  of the Nazarene 
has th ree General Rules.  T h e  first two 
are explained in a n u m b e r  of subpoints. 
But the rules themselves are f u n d a 
menta l,  and I cannot see how the order 
could  be better . T h e v  are:

"First  . . . avoiding evil of every 
k ind . .

“Second . . . doing th a t  which is 
enjoined in the W o rd  of God, which 
is both o u r  ru le  of fa ith  and  p rac 
tice . . .”

“T h i r d  . . . ab id ing  in hearty  fel
lowship with the church, no t  inveigh
ing against its doctrines and  usages, but 
being in full sympathy and conformitv 
therewith."
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Ten New Superintendents at Meeting
W hen the district super intendents  

hold the ir  an n ua l  meeting at Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri, Jan ua ry  21-22, there 
will be ten new superin tendents  in the 
group, according to a report  from the 
Nazarene In formation  Service. In  a d d i 
tion, two superin tendents  will be repre- 
resenting d ifferent districts.

T h e  new superintendents,  by a lp h a 
betical o rder  of districts, arc: Alabama, 
Reeford Chancy; Hawaii , W. I.ee Gann; 
Indianapolis , Remiss Rehfeld t;  Kansas 
City, Wilson R. L anpher;  I.os Angeles, 
I.. Guy Nces; Minnesota, N orm an  W. 
Bloom; Nevada-Utah, M urray J. Pallet t; 
New York, J. H. W hite ;  Northwest I n 
d iana, George Scutt; Northwest O kla
homa, Jera ld  R. Locke.

Superin tendents  representing different 
districts this year are L. S. Oliver, I l l i 
nois; and R obert  I. Goslaw, P ittsburgh.

Second Printing  for Commentary
T h e  Beacon Bible Commentary  has 

gone into  a second p rin t ing  of Volume 
VI, b ring ing  the total to 10,000 copies 
prin ted. A pproximately  95 percent of 
the sales of Volume VI have been sub 
scription orders for the en ti re  ten- 
volume set.

Volume II , covering the historical 
books of the Old T estam ent ,  is in p roc
ess of p roduct ion  and will be ready for 
publisher 's  release by April  1. in time 
for the  series of ten lessons on the King
dom of Israel in the In te rnationa l  Bible 
Lessons for the second q u a r te r  of 1905.

The writing of Volume VII , “John  
a n d  Acts," is complete, and  the m a n u 
script is receiving final edit ing  at the 
present time. It is expected to be ready 
by early fall.

Hutchinson Anniversary Planned
T h e  sixtie th  anniversary of H u tc h in 

son, Kansas, First Church  will be cele
brated  February  14. Dr. Ray Hance, 
super in tenden t  of the Kansas District, 
will speak in the m o rn ing  service.

An open house is p lan n ed  in the 
af ternoon from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., with 
a special program presenting out-of- 
town guests.

Rev. W righ t  Strong is the pastor.
Joint Home-World Missions Presentation to Superintendents
Dr. Orville Jenkins and  Dr. E. S. 

Phillips, executive secretaries, respec
tively, of the Depar tm ents  of Flome 
Missions and World  Missions, will be in 
charge of a n inetv-m inute  presenta tion 
of the  total worldwide mission of the 
Church of the Nazarene at the S uper

in tendents ' Conference at Excelsior 
Springs, Missouri, this week.

Miss Helen T e m p le  has p rep ared  the 
script, and  slides representing the two 
facets of the church 's  missionary work 
will be presented using a "d o u b le 
screen” effect in which two pic tures are 
projected on a single large screen.

“From Darkness to Light” Viewed
T h e  D ep ar tm en t  of W orld  Missions 

reports  that its motion picture, "F rom  
Darkness to l ight," has been viewed by 
more than  twenty thousand  people in 
local churches since Ju ly  I.

Audiences have given S4.411.47 for the 
General Budget, and many state tha t  
seeing the film will add substantia lly  to 
their  special offerings for missions.

In add it ion  the film, which is in full 
color with sound, has been used in dis
trict tours, on Ambassador visits, as well 
as in several overseas countries. It is 
available to local congregations th rough  
the D epar tm en t of W orld  Missions, 6401 
T h e  Pasco, Kansas City. Missouri 64131. 

Pastoral Changes
Recent pastoral changes include the  

following:
Rev. Sam Stearman from Coffeyville, 

Kansas, First to High Street Church, 
Springfield, Ohio.

Rev. L u th e r  Cantwell  to Miami. 
Florida, North .

Rev. Joseph Morgan, pastor of San 
Diego, California , First Church  for 
n ineteen  years, to Santa Cruz, Cal ifornia , 
First Church.

Rev. W il l iam  Smith from Forrest Hill 
Church, Peoria, Illinois, to Broadview 
Church, East Moline, Illinois.

Rev. C. W. Brockmueller from Ogden, 
U tah ,  First Church, to reenter  the field 
of evangelism.

of the
Religious World

S.C. Baptist Student Union Votes “State Level” Desegregation
C h a r l e s t o n , S.C. (EP) — Baptist  

college s tudents  of South  Carolina have 
voted overwhelmingly  to in tegrate  B ap 
tist S tudent Union activities 011 a state 
level.

A resolution to this effect, passed by 
a vote of 121 to 57, is in d irect conflict 
with actions of the State Baptist C on 
vention, which recently voted against 
compulsory in tegration of Baptist schools 
in the state.

U n d e r  its provisions, any m em ber  of 
a local Baptist S tudent Union  will be 
welcomed at the state level, the  p la n 
n ing  committee of sta tewide meetings 
will take in to  consideration the policy of 
selecting a meeting  place acceptable  to 
all part ic ipants, ami ind iv idual Baptist  
unions must carefully consider p lans  to

include all Baptist  s tudents, regardless 
of th e i r  race, in campus activities.

In tegrat ion  of sta tewide Baptist Stu
d en t  Union  activities is expected to take 
place immediately.
Capetown Anglicans Condemn Country’s Detention Law

C a p e t o w n  (EP) —T h e  Anglican Cape
town diocese approved  a resolution at 
its synod here condem ning  the “methods 
being  used by the South  African govern
m en t  to suppress the free exchange of 
views.”

I t  said th a t  these methods included 
the ninety-dav detention  law which per
mits the  governm ent to hold persons 
w ithout  charges o r  trial , the banning of 
books, an d  a t tem pts  by the South Afri
can Broadcast ing Corporation  to "con
dit ion people to accept the ideology 
imposed by the sta te.”

Judge Says Protestants Must Press Premarital Counseling
C a n t o n , O h i o  (EP) —Is the Protestant 

church  ineffective in premarital and 
m arriage counseling? A Canton jurist 
believes it is. and  his challenge to do 
som ething  about it has spurred an 
in terreligious discussion of the problem.

Judge Joh n  R. Milligan, Jr.. of Stark 
Countv Domestic Relations Court, 
reached his conclusion after a study of 
county statistics on marriage and divorce.

He reviewed 500 consecutive divorce 
cases in 1963. 1.000 consecutive marriage 
licenses issued in th a t  year, 161 consecu
tive divorces in 1964, an d  226 consecutive 
divorces which affected children under 
fourteen.

T h e  judge  found  tha t  96 percent of all 
first marriages were performed by 
clergymen. But he also discovered that 
only half  of the  people suing for 
divorce were a t tend in g  church at the 
time of divorcc.

Of those p e ti t ion ing  for divorce, 66 
percent were Protestant ,  15 percent were 
Roman Catholic,  an d  19 percent re
por ted  no church  affiliation. Jews were 
not included  in the study because they 
account for less th an  1 percent of local 
divorces, he said.

He found  th a t  44 percent of all di
vorces involve marriages of three years 
or less; 61 percen t  of all divorces in
volve teen-age marriages; 45 percent ol 
all brides are  teen-agers; and  50 percenl 
of all brides are  u n d e r  twenty-one. 

Another Japanese Missionary to Brazil
H i r o s h i m a , J a p a n  (MNS) —T h e  Japan 

Alliance church  (Christian and  Mission
ary All iance) sent o u t  its second mis
sionary last m onth .  Mr. Hiroto Oe is 
to he lp  in the work begun in Brazil in 
1959 when the Jap an  Alliance church 
sent its first missionary there to work 
am ong  the Japanese  im migrants. In the 
succeeding years the work has spread 
beyond the Japanese community and 
m any  Brazilians are being  reached with 
the gospel.
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OUR ARRIVAL in Grove C ity  eighteen months 
ago went unnoticed in tha t we had no church, 
no property, and very few contacts. Now we 
have 55 members, 37 of whom came into the 
church by profession of fa ith , and average over 
110 in our morning worship service.

"My Seminary tra in ing has equipped me in 
the following areas to better serve: (1) There 
is an appreciation and understanding of the B ib le  
as my Source of authority and as my Sword 
against sin. (2) I feel the awesomeness and 
scope of my task as a m in ister in the m idst of 
a changing society which is ad r ift . (3) From 
the example of my professors I learned to be a 
loyal churchman. (4) In the area of church ad 
ministration we were taught how properly to 
organize and administer the program of the 
Church of the Nazarene in a way that w ill meet 
the needs of contemporary m an ."- D A LE  E. 
GALLOWAY, Grove C ity, Ohio.

" I  D ISCOVERED  Sem inary to be a haven where doubts were settled 
and where my fa ith  was f irm ly  grounded on the Word of God.

"A f te r  holding services for fifteen months in the parsonage, our 
f irs t church build ing was completed in January, 1962, and last Thanks
giving Sunday two new Christian  education units were added. Presently 
averaging over 170 in Sunday school, more than one-half of the church 
membership has joined e ither by profession of fa ith  or from other 
denominations— a testimony to the real need for the gospel of fu ll 
salvation.

"The influence of the Sem inary has been of untold value: the con
tinu ing stim ulus of God-called professors through the ir class notes, 
insights gained from great books in the library, and the oneness sensed 
in the S p ir it - f i l le d  chapel services. I w ill always feel both an in
debtedness to and a depth of gratitude for Nazarene Theological 
Sem inary ."— W IL M. S PA IT E , Deer Valley, Phoenix, Arizona.

"O N E  of the Sem inary 's most important contributions in preparing me for my present assignment in a home 
mission church is the fac t that it assisted me in working out a personal philosophy and concept of the 
m in istry. Among the many benefits of my Sem inary tra in ing, a genuine appreciation for b ib lica l preaching 
must rank high on the lis t. My f ir s t  pastoral assignment was a brie f message on one of the local television 
stations. The Sem inary exposed me to some radio-speaking s ituations, and thus I was not as te rrif ied  as I 
m ight have been w ithout th is preparation. The importance of the church's image in the community was 
stressed in my preparation, and we have endeavored to cu ltivate  a good one.

"A s  I look back on my three years at the Seminary, I can say that its curricu lum  is designed to 
challenge its  students to fu ll commitment to Christ and to engage themselves in introducing others to  the 
Sav iou r."— M E LV IN  M cCULLOUGH , Fort Worth, Texas.

Seminary Graduates in Home Mission Fields:

Nazarene Theological Semin
and Home Missions

SEMINARY SUNDAY
February 14, 1965

"T H E  CHURCH I serve is in a large suburb of a growing c ity . The d is tr ic t 
sensed an ob ligation  to place a work here. An attractive  and adequate 
bu ild ing was erected. My w ife and I were honored to be given the re
spons ib ilit ies  of find ing a core of people and molding them into a congrega
tion. A fte r fourteen months of blessing, frustration , and hard work some 
people ca lled 'Nazarenes' are now established here to announce God's 
abounding salvation.

"The ideal and the dream of what can be done today was given most 
v iv id ly  by the work done a t Nazarene Theological Seminary. Many times 
when the m ultitude of responsib ilities of organizing and establishing a 
church pressed in upon me I have been made grateful for the presence of 
God the Holy S p ir it  and the tra in ing and pastoral preparation received at 
N .T.S. W ith  any less in any of these areas I am not sure tha t I could 
have made i t . " — JE R R Y  D. H U LL , Aurora, Colorado.

ONE of the most outstanding qua lit ies I have observed in the preachers 
from the Sem inary tha t have come to the Colorado D is tr ic t is the de
term ination  to persist in th e ir work until it becomes a success.

" A t  present we have th irteen men from the Sem inary serving as pastors 
on the Colorado D is tr ic t. A l l  are loyal to the general and d is tr ic t program 
and are contributing an important part in the task of world evangelism ." 
— E. L. CORNELISON , D is t r ic t Superintendent, Colorado D istr ic t.

"S E V E N  N EW  CH URCHES out of twelve organized on the Abilene D is tr ic t during the past quadrennium were 
pioneered by Sem inary graduates. None was offered more than f if ty  do llars per week salary. A ll were offered the 
challenge to  bu ild  new churches out of m issionary motivation.

"These seven churches now have 218 members, 279 in Sunday school, and property valuations of almost 
$300,000. The Sem inarians have gained the respect, confidence, and enthusiastic support of pastors and laymen. 
AM have been com pletely integrated into our s ta ff of 100 pastors. They have worked hard, bu ilt we ll, and experi
enced success in soul w inn ing ."— RAYM OND W. HURN, D is tr ic t Superintendent, Abilene D is tr ic t.
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DE l\IO M l NATION-WIDE STUDY

February and March, 1965

:C

>1» Important Step...___
MARCH TO A MILLION

» Alerting each church member of the opportunities provided through the Sun
day school for reaching others.

» Emphasizing to the whole church the purpose and objectives of the Sunday school
* Portraying the Sunday school as the natural arm of the church for finding new 

people and bringing them into full fellowship

Su n d a y  s c h o o l  THE GROWING EDGE
By K E N N E T H  S. RICE

The Christian Service Training text for Unit 165a
"Outreach Through the Sunday School”

$1.00 Special I ^v1 I discount, 6 or more, 80c 
each, plus postage
P rice s  s lig h t ly  h ighe r ou ts id e  the co n t in en ta l U n ited  S ta tes

“Study to shew thyself [thy church] approved . . .”

Register Your Class —  Order Your Books 
EARLY

...................  Post O ff ice  Box 527 , Kansas City, M issour i 64141
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