


EDITORIAL

Foundations of the Home _

Homes, like houses, need solid foundations. |
remember well the plight of a neighbor years ago.
His very nice-looking house had been "built on
mudsills, stout redwood timbers laid on the sur-
face of the ground. It looked like a good idea at
the time. It was much easier and cheaper than
the solid concrete foundations other builders used.
But on every change in the weather the doors
would stick and the windows would not work, and
our neighbor would have to go down under the
house and pry and prop it up and struggle along
until the next time. _ _

Foundations for houses are the business of build-
ers, and for the most_dpart they do a pretty %ood
job in Plannlng soli suPport for their struc-
tures of lathe and plaster, stucco and brick. Foun-
dations for homes are the business of society in
?_eneral and the Church in particular. For homes,
ike houses, need solid foundations. _

The distinction between house and home is clear
enough, surely. It still "takes a heap o' livin" in a
house t' make it home.” There are houses which
are not homes, and homes in a great variety of
houses. But neither house nor home is very much
better than its foundations.

And the foundations of today's homes are none
too secure. "Why do | need a home?” one "mod-
ern” young woman queried. "l was born in a
hospital, raised in a nursery school, courted in an
automobile, married in the office of a justice of
the peace. | work in an office, and eat’in a res-
taurant. All | need is a place to sleep.”

Family breakdown, sociologists tell us, is now

America's number one social problem. Rapid so-

cial and moral changes in our world are creating
great pressures on family life., _

Consider these facts which relate directly to
home life in our beloved America, to speak of net
other part of the world. We have witnessed 300
per cent increase in the rate of illegitimate births
In the last twenty years. Divorce now shatters one
in four new marriages, juvenile delinquency has
tripled since 1940. More ‘than 200,000 persons are
admitted to mental hospitals each year.

One observer commented, "Families today are

subjected to greater stresses and strains than be-
are buffeted from without by be-

fore. They by
wildering social changes, and torn from within by
confusions, doubts, and anxieties.” It is time to
look to the foundations. _ _

Let me suggest some foundations which make for
the solidity and security of the home. These are
all "old-fashioned” virtues, but as up-to-date as
tomorrow.

First, is that somewhat elusive but all-important
quality we call character. In laying the foundation
of a home, character is more Important than
wealth, prof_essmnal skill, sex appeal, or scintillat-
ing Hersonahty. o _

Character 1s made up of sincerity, moral in-
tet%ntyl honesty, and solid ideals of life. Char-
acter IS what 'a man or woman is inside. It is
what a person is when he is alone, or in the ano-
nﬁ/mny of a crowd away from home. The test of
character, it has been said, is what you would do
if you knew it never would be found out.

Shoddy character may be covered by a facade of
pretense for a while, but sooner or later its weak-
nesses will come to light. No amount of smooth
talk or fair speech can hide or make up for a basic
lack of good will and fundamental honor and in-
tegrity.

A second foundation for the home is love. This
is a much-abused term in our language. It is used
to describe the meanest and most selfish sensu-
ality. 1t is applied to shadowy sentiment and pass-
|n%pa53|on._ _ _

~ But the kind of love on which an enduring home
is built is more than physical attraction or emo-
tional appeal. It is a Self-commitment without
reservation. It is choice as well as feeling, decision
as well as emotion. It involves loyalty and an un-
dymg purpose to put first the best interests of the
loved one. It has capacity for growth and en-
rlchrpent, and brings out "the best and not the
worst.

Love is demanding as well as rewarding, and
the hushand or wife who would ?rasp its rewards
while ignoring its demands is slowly but surely
quenching its spark. The divorce courts are
crowded with tragic cases of those who have con-
fused lust with love, and have for?otten that love
means onaltﬁ more than self-interest. _

One has but to contrast the view of marriage
and sex set forth in the movies, the magazines,
and the popular songs with the Biblical view to
sense the vast difference between romantic “love”
and Christian love which seeks the welfare of its
loved ones above its own. Not until married love
IS understood as devotion more than emotion will
the dhome have a solid foundation on which to
stand.

Then there is trust as an essential foundation
for home and family security. Su5ﬁ|0|o_n and mis-
trust destroy all hope of human happiness. Cer-
tainly, trust depends on character and love. It
cannot repose in one who is untrustworthy or
thrive in the absence of self-giving love. But hoth
character and love are destroyed in the absence
of confidence and trust. _

Responsibility is another essential to the strength
and well-being of the home. Worthy family mem-
bership demands cheerful acceptance of responsi-
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MUCH HAS SEEN SAID concerning the Cay of
Pentecost as related to the Church, and surely this
isjustified in the I|%ht of the needs and mission of
the Church. But what of Pentecost and the home?
In the Old Testament economy the Temple was
the center of Jewish religious life. It was in the
Temple that the priests ministered and carried on
the detailed Frocedures of Jewish worship. It was
in the Temple that God manifested His presence,
and He spoke to His people. The boy Samuel
received his special call from God in the temBIe.
And even though Jesus was born in a rude stable,
the only recorded experience of His youthful years
was in the Temple. _
But it is to be remembered that Jesus came into
ahome, and there it was, under the godly care of
Joseph and MarP/, that He grew “in wisdom and
stature, and in favour with God and man.” And

as He entered upon His blessed ministry, He be-

gan an effective process of shifting the center and

point of emphasis for religious life from the Tem-

ple to the home. o

It was at Cana of Galilee, in a home, where He
wrought His first miracle, and with it He not only
authenticated His deity, but placed His blessing

upon marriage and the home, and, by an implica-

tion not always recognized, He approved what
must have been the spirit of joy and gaiety which
evidently characterized the happy occasion. And
while His recorded visits to the Temple are few,

His presence in homes is constantly evidenced. Ap-

Eﬂarently, in the home of Simon Peter and of Mary,

artha, and Lazarus, He found rest and compan-

ionship. And when Jesus declared to the Samaritan
woman at Sychar, "Believe me, the hour cometh,
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet
at Jerusalem, worship the Father,” He effectively
countered the idea that God could be contacted
only in a few sacred places.
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But it was the Dar of Pentecost which com-
pleted this shift of religious emphasis from Tem-
ple to home and dramatically elevated the home
to the peak of spiritual significance. It was on
that epochal day, in “an upper room” of a home,
that “about an hundred and twenty disciples”
were all filled with the Holy Ghost. The glories
of Pentecost burst upon the world, not In the
Temple, but in a home, and the home became
It_he_ earliest “sacred place” of the Christian re-
igion., o

The Temple had become the prey of ecclesiasti-
cal preference, class distinction, family connection,
blood superiority, and religious snobbery. But
on the Day of Pentecost these elements had no
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meaning. In the “upper room” there were no

-favored” families, there was no ecclesiastical mo-

nopoly, no class preference, no superiority of blood.
Not even Mary, the mother of Jesus, was accorded
any special consideration, but “they were all filled
with the HO% Ghost” on the same hasis.

From that Day of Pentecost emerged the Church
of Jesus Christ, So the Church was born in a home.
We need to be reminded forcibly that the church,
for the most part and in the most fundamental
sense, still is bemg born and nurtured in homes;
for the earliest effective influence in the realm of
religion and spiritual values is not exerted by the
church, but by the home. And any home can be a
truly Pentecostal home, and the birthplace of the
church for that family. _

Such a home is one in which there is love, bal-



ance, and a mutual acceptance of responsibility.
The Apostle Paul portrays such a home in his
letter to the E_?he_smns._ he husband is to love
the wife; the wife is to %we respect to the hushand;
the child is to obey the parents “in the Lord.”
Here are the elements indicated above, worked out
in relationships which are directed by affection,
regard, and proper discipling, all motivated and
beautified by the presence of Christ, and unified
“in the Lord.”

No more inspiring situation is to be found on
earth than that of a Christian, Pentecostal home,
where God is honored, the voice of [)rayer is hearg
at the family altar, the gmdance of the Holy Spirit
is earnestly sought, and Jesus Christ is “Cord of
all.” How many serious problems of our daﬁ
would be solved by a sweeping return to suc
homes and home life! Divorce courts would be
closed lor lack of cases. Juvenile delinquency
would, in a large measure, be eliminated. The
whole moral tone of our society woidd be vastly
elevated. Churches would be |
ing. Even the course of our world’s history could
be changed radically.

Unfortunately we cannot reasonably expect any
such mass renewal of Christian home ideals and
life. But we can exert the influence of our own
homes and of our churches toward that end. We
can intensify our soul-winning efforts toward
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bility. Duties within the family differ, to be sure,
but husband and wife and children must all learn
the grace of dependability if family and home life
are {0 be rewarding. ,

But the cornerstone of the foundation for both
family and individual life is Christ. Character,
love, trust, and responsibility are not the exclusive

sentially Christian graces and they succeed best
where Christ is a reality and God is honored.
Being a real Christian does not automatically

solve every problem of home anil family relation-

ships. But it does make solutions possible. A
shared love for and loyalty to Christ cannot but
draw people closer together. God's grace m
istered through His Spirit is the nece_ssar¥ oil which
heU\)ls prevent harmful and destructive friction.
hat makes a home a Christian_home? It is not

the mottoes on the wall nor the Bible in the book-

case. It is the ﬁersona! spiritual life of each of the
members of the family, the Christlike attitudes
and spirit of those who live there. 1t is the reality
expresseil in the familiar words: “Christ is the
Head of this house—the unseen Guest at every
meal, the silent Listener to every conversation.”

4

illed to overflow-

property of practicing Christians, but they are es-

grace min-

bringing men and women into a saving and sanc-
tifying relationship with God, thus laying the basis
for the highest in home life and experience.

‘True, our church must bear her full responsi-
bility for the srnntual vision and life of her peo-
le, and of all others whom she can influence.

he church must be aware of the complex prob-
lems of modern life, particularly as the% relate to
the home and domestic relationships. The church,
through every available department and facility,
must make every possible provision for assistance
in soIvm% these problems.
~ But when all 'is said and done by the church,
it still remains true that the basic spiritual re-
sponsibility and initiative belong to the home.

hrist must be not only the Head of the Church,
but the Head of the home. He must not be con-
sidered only in relation to the temple, the church,
but fully as well to the home. _

E. Stanley Jones tells of the Indian people of
Latin America leaving their cathedrals and shrines
to return to their homes, saying with tears, “Adios,
Christos!” (“Good-hy, Chrlst!’% Thank God, this
IS not a true concept. As we leave our churches
for our homes, we can be assured that even as our
Lord was present in the place of worship, so He
will be present in our homes, our family circles,
our clearest relationships. Herein is true ‘domestic
strength and happiness.

It is true, be_cominé; a Christian is very much a
P_ersqnal and individual matter. We 7o smale
ile into the presence of (foil in repentance, the
confession of our sins, and faith for His trans-
fo_rmmg touch. But life and influence are shared
with those around us—first in our own homes,
then in church, school, and community. If our
first obligation is to meet Christ as individuals,
our second is to share the effects of His redemp-
tive life with those about.

Because of the importance of the home and the
perils that beset it in this, our day, we are pre-
senting this special issue of the Herald of Holiness
to neighbors and friends, and those with whom we
live and work. We invite you to share with us in
the all-important task of building foundations for
homes through the work and ministry of the
Church of the Nazarene. So shall “Christand Your
Home Today” become the guidepost to its strong
and enduring foundation.
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By Evangelist
C. WM. FISHER

LbeIvinG

FATHER

NO WONDER the story of the prodigal son
%Luke 15) still pulls at “the sleeve and tugs at
the heart of humanity. For one thing, Jesus knew
how to tell a story. For another, He knew men—
their hun?(ers, their heartaches, their hopes. And
He also knew His Father—His compassion, His
patience, His love.

“The ultimate theme of this stor)r,” writes Hel-

mut Thielicke, “is not the prodigal son, blit the
Father who finds us.” And thus it is ever in the
unfolding drama of human ruin and recovery—
whether of a prodigal son or a prodigal race: God
has center stage, not as a despot or a tyrant, but
& a Father, and the great sweep of the dramatic

action is but to reveal His character, and His char-

acter is revealed as love—forgiving love, restoring
love, abiding love.

The prodigal’s basic problem was that he in-

sisted on living life on his own terms instead of
his father's. And that, of course, is the problem
of our world today—both East and West. And
that is the essence "of sin in any age and in any
soul. The prodigal wanted his freedom, but when
he got it he didn’t know what to do with it.
dom can he a frlghtenm?_ _
tions in the Congo are finding out,

_ Civili/ations, and sons, have found that freedom
is a good thln?_, according as it is used. Freedom
can lead to fulfillment or 1t can lead to frustration,
ft can lead to happiness at home or it can lead
to a hogpen in the far country. It can lead to

_ . Free-
thing, as emerging na-

heaven, or it can lead to hell. Freedom, misused,
always leads to a new slavery. _

But the prodllgal came to himself. That is, he
laced up to reality. Sin’s illusions were stripped
from his eyes and he saw that riotous living was
not real living after all and that the freedom of
the far country was a fictitious freedom.

It is never enough, however, merely to become
aware of the outlines of our hogpen, to feel the
hunger gnawing in our souls, to see the rags and
the filth of our condition. We must do some-
thing about it. We can’t clean itp the hogpen, but
we can climb out of it and heaa for home.
Maodern Prodlgnals _

Too many Mmodern prodigals, however, when
th_e?/ become aware of their hogpen, are saying, “I
will arise and go to the bar.” Or, “1 will arise
and go to my psychiatrist.” Or, “I will arise and
go to my lawyer.” Or, “I will arise and go to
my priest or preacher.” But the prodigal who has
really known the “feel” of the far country sai/]s,
“I will arise and go to m%/ father.” For when the
heart is reaW sick and hungry, there’s no place
like home. When a man, in any age, Foes against
God, life goes against him, and the only way back
to life is to come back to God. _

A modern prodigal, on meeting his father, m|%ht
say, “It’s been tou%h, Dad. | don’t know what
happened. | just became maladjusted somehow.
You were so strict on me when | was a child, and
| developed so many compulsions and neuroses.
I’'m not really responsible for my drunkenness, you
know, or my gambling, or my debauchery. 1'm
%UStI a sick man—so don’t blame me; it isn’t my
ault.”

But the prodigal, in any age, who is really sick
of his sins, says, “Father, | have sinned against
heaven, and before thee.” No hiding behind his
mother’s skirts, or his father’s restrictions, or even
his elder brother’s hostilities. But in an agony
of remorse and conviction he sobs, “I have sinned.”
Those words, however, are hard for moderns to
say. They puncture pride and wrench the soul.
But there is no forgiveness, for any man, until that
confession is made. God Is never soft on sin. He
is never flippant in His forgiveness. There is no
cheap grace—for any prodigal.

A Profitable Pilgrimage. .
But when t atgcon?egssmn is made, the father

doesn’t condemn. He doesn’t reproach. He doesn’t

(Please turn to page 7)
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| HAVE SPENT' much of the past twenty-three years in prison, Since
completion of my college training in sociology and criminology, |
have devoted my life’s work to the field of _penolog&/ and corrections.
It has been a thrilling and rewarding experience. Great progress has
been made in the whole field of corrections in treating the convicted
offender. hBut despite these gains we are losing the battle against
crime in this country.

I 1960, /82,000 chil- on. Gegege J. peea: Dr. George. Reed has
gren were refered o po- il Y Aok,
oe and juventle couts i, Rk, s, M Yol
i (o e st iyl
ing juvenile delinquency. oflvtlr?m%oaanr.é o?rPa?gIre.yz(%sorgg g ois”,
According fo the Federal i e i ol o R
Bureau of Investigation %8 ﬁndMar%1 ac}{]ve i r\I\?gsninlg?tnn %ns(j

of the 'Nazarene. "Hunfing an

e

fe .
there has been a 93 per %”mﬁ % DeGvieaent. ok enjoy
Ce_nt increase in known together.

crime during the past ten

years. During 1960 alone, crime increased 18 per cent over 1959, and
crime continues to increase even at a greater percentage rate than our
so-called “population explosion.” Our society is producing a criminal
element in this country at an ever faster pace, and it is time for
us to take a long, hard look at some of the many basic causes.

Some competent research has been done in the causative factors of
crime and juvenile delinquency. One factor stands out in bold relief
and is well documented in the thousands of cases which the Linited
States Board of Parole passes upon each year. Our present generation
has lost rengect for authority. It is more” than a truism that my own
father told his four sons: "It you do not respect me and my authority,
you will fail to obey the schoolteacher, the police officer, and, finally,
God himself.” _ _ _

Scientists who study human behavior believe that the decline of
respect for authority started in the home. These scientists worry that,
in the years since World War 11, Father has tumbled from his God-
ordained place as head of the family to a weak, patronizing figure who
would rather be liked than obeyed. He has changed radically and
dangerously and is no longer the masculine, strong-minded man who
pioneered ‘the continent and built America's greatness.

Social scientists recognize that men have their own ambitions and
material desires, but it is usually the women who sustain the principle
of “keeping up with the Joneses.” Dr. Margaret Mead, noted an-
thropologist, in her book Male and Female, describes this technique:
“From his mother, he [the American male] has learned that as he
does what she asks she will reward him. Later, as a hushand, his re-
wards will come when he earns a good living, fixes the screen door
on Saturday and takes his wife out to dinner.”

Woman’s ability to dominate extends beyond her own i)ers_ona_l

male. The measure of her influence on our national life is

enormous. There are 1,513,000 more women than men in

the U.S. Eight years ago there were only 601,000 more. The

average life span for American women is now seventy-three
years and for men sixty-seven.

During World War Il women were called upon to do

men’s work and the door for women’s “emancipation”

from the home was complete. Women themselves

seem to view their gains over men with both pleas-

ure and concern.” Many a marrlaEe counselor,

trymghto save a marriage, comes back to the hard

fact that the “male image” has been destroyed and



that the wife who has striven so hard to compete
has won the race and lost the prize. _

When the final authority of the father is suc-
cessfully challenged by the wife, no one knows
it sooner than Johnny and Mary. It becomes a
game oféllaylng the one off against the other, and
the word “obey” becomes a dlrt%/ word,  When
Father says, “Bill, it's time to go fo bed,” only to
be stopped by Mother saying, “O Tom, leave the
boy alone; stop picking on him,” authority has
lost another round. Every time that Mother over-
rules Father, undermines hls_authorltK and his
standing in the eyes of the child, she knocks out
a piece of the foundation on which the child
stands. _ _

Old-fashioned idea? Yes, indeed, but unless we
re-establish final authority in the American home,
we face relliglous and social decay in our society.
In Joshua 21 we hear the old leader of Israel with
courage and finality speak for his family when he
said, “But as for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord” (v. 15).
~God created man and woman as persons equal
in rank and dignity. Let no one say that woman
s in _any way inferior to man. We are simply
Bleadmg that " her role as a “partner” as ordained
y God is being distorted by modern Americans
to the mutual detriment of all. Modern con-
veniences of the home and present-day inflation
may have permanently removed the “wife from
the traditional sole role of "just a housewife,” but

this need not make her a competitor with her hus-

band. If mothers could only understand that
much of their importance and self-fulfillment lies
in bmldmg up the “father-image” for the child,
they would achieve the deeﬁ

dren who are obedient to t
ciety, and their God.

This article is more of an indictment of the Amer-

ican father who has refused to accept his place
of authority and responsibility in the home than
it is of the wife who has assumed leadership when
she found in her mate an unwillingness to accept
his proper role. _ _ o
~ May there be a rebirth of old-fashioned rellgimn
in the homes of America today, where true love
and affection prevail and problems are solved
after God's presence is evoked through regular and
joint family prayers. _
Further, 'we need fathers and mothers who will
reqularly honor God by attendance at Sunday
school and church services with their children,
Happy marriages are built upon mutual love and
respect. In the Christian home there is no room
for anyone to dominate except Christ, who is the

"Head of this house.” A wise hushand will con-

sult with his wife and children before making a

major move in any direction, but in the end, so-

ciefy, the law, and God himself hold the father
responsible for all members of his family.

satisfaction of chil-
eir parents, their so-

THANK GOD
for Christian
Homes

By KﬁnTlaoFI{d\gr'NWiﬁ oﬁg}ﬁs%yﬁ/'\éernﬁgs%ﬁ

Thank God for Christian homes that stand secure
Amid life’s shifting scenes, and tower above

The sordidness of greed and selfishness,
Homes firmly builded on the rock of love.

Thank God for homes where Christ is truly Head;
Where children learn to pray at Mother’s knee;

Where Father reads the precious Word of God,
And with true wisdom leads the family.

| think as long as there are Christian homes
The world will know a measure of content;
For e_?ﬁe links hands with love and hope and
aith—
And home may be the saving element.

The Forgiving Father §Continued from pa]ge H
saY, “It’s goo enough for you.” No. The father
falls on his neck and kisses him and forgives him.
The rags don't reﬁel him. The filth doesn’t inhibit
him. Not even tne smell of swine could keep the
father from embracing his son. For this_was the
hour the father had been waiting for. The lost
was found; his son had come home, _

But even though the father had longed for this
moment, he had to wait until the son wanted
forgiveness. Not even a prodigal must be forced
out of the_hoHpen, fie must want to get out. But
the son finally made the long pilgrimage from
“Father, give me” to “Father, make me”"—and that
pilgrimage led him to forgiveness and restoration
and home. _

Do you find yourself in the far country today?
Are you hungry and lonely and desolate and dis-
illusioned? Then | bring” you good news: You
don't have to stay where you are. You can get
up and go home. And as you go—yes, even as
you go, you will see your Father coming to meet
you, and you will feel the welcoming warmth of
His outstretched hand, and you will feel His
forgiving kiss upon your brow, and you will find
yourself sitting again at Father’s table—not as a
Slave or a hired hand, but as a son, a son hack
home—home, where you will enjoy the happiness
and hospitality and love and unending joy of life
with a loving, compassionate, and forgiving Father.

Hurry home, won't you? Your Father’s waiting!

1



By PAUL

M

“IN THE BEGINNING, God created the heaven
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1) ... and togetherness.
Not in so many words, but in essence.

For “the Lord God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul. And
the Lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; | will make him an help meet
for him” (Genesis 2:7, 18).

The family plan was God’s idea . .. from the be-

ginning. “And God saw every thing that he had
made, and ... it was very good” (gGene5|s 1:31).

In that moment of creation, God gave mankind
the sacred capacity to reproduce ph}éslcal life. And
in the same moment God gave mankind the sacred
responsibility to reproduce spiritual truth. From
that day of all beglnnln%s to the present hour, no
greater assignment has been made than this. To
e torchbearers of righteousness and quardians of
the faith for each following generation Is a supreme
mission and a serious task.

A certain father of a certain family had a cer-

tain saying. It was, “What we do, we do together.”
If he said it once, ne said it a thousand times. Isn’t
that just like a father? o
“But hold everything,” you say, “this is terrible.
It’s stifling. Why, this frustrates the development
of self-reliance and individuality. 1It’s like ‘out of
it,” very narrow, and badly ‘whiskered.” I protest!”
Okay. 1'm not surprised. _ _
~Because, at first, it does sound a little like a
tight-fitting ultimatum. And | admit there is a
touch of authority in it. Yet there is also a great
deallof gentle wisdom in it too. And room to
grow!
What that father had in mind was this;
Being a family is more than just having a
“bunch of people” staying at the same house . . .
a whole lot more. Being a family is an adventure:
an adventure in love, respect, and confidence, An

adventure in patience, understanding, and co-
operation. An adventure in sportsmanship, dis-
cipling, and unselfishness. An adventure in “to-

getherness.” For, you see, with this approach the

SKILES
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as old as the hills

interests, the likes, the questions, the needs, the
Erobl,ems of each member of the famHK become
he sincere concern of ever¥ member of the family.
No one fights his battles alone. It isn’t regimenta-
tion—it’s inspiration. _ _

But I'm not finished with the adventure idea.
The best of all is this. Bemg a Christian family
includes every factor that has been mentioned, plus
the great treasure of a spiritual heritage. That
means adventures in prayer, faith, forgiveness, and
cleansing. Adventures ‘in His Word at family
worship, and adventures in seeking and finding
His will for today, and tomorrow too.

Like a father, | have some advice.

If you now live in a home that is not completely
Christian, be faithful and patient. Keep praying.
Let promises such as John 16:24—“Hitherto have
ye asked nothing in my name; ask, and ye shall
receive, that your joy may be full"—and Matthew
7.7-8, “Ask, and it shall he given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he
that seeketh findeth: and to him that knocketh, it
shall be opened,” give you courage. Stay close to
the church. Be a consistent example, and a sensi-
tive witness. _ o

And if you live in a home with Christian Far-
ents, you have one of God’s most %ener_ous bless-
ings, and one of life’s greatest opportunities. Don't
“boot” it. Make it count. Stay close. Be con-
genial. Even on those days when you want to get
away, and sign your own private “declaration of
independence,” keep in mind the unequaled value
of your treasure.

Paul. Skites: Paul and Maxine  Skile
I|ve'|n 6\'/erland Hark F<ansas, and Pa [S
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IIFS are, 162 ed In the frequent”meetings
of the “club.



THERE IS no substitute for family
prayer. Dr. Edward Lawlor, executive
secretary of the Department of Evan-
~gelism, reminds us of the worth of family
worship in" these words: "Through a daily date
with the family altar your family will find a place
where the earth meets the sky, and this experience
will enable you to ‘render to Caesar the things that
aGred Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
od's.’ "

In his book, In the Secret Place of the Most
High, Arthur John Gossip says that once the
famous pearls of the House of Austria lost their
luster. A wise expert sank the precious pearls for
months in the sea from which they tame. As a
result they recovered their radiance and beauty.
Every family needs to be immersed daily in the
presence of God to recover its radiance and renew
Its spiritual strength. _

In" The Cospel of the Comforter, Daniel Steele
paid tribute to famll?; prayer. He wrote: * Just
& the '[Wlﬁ is bent the tree is inclined.” Let me
testify to the praise of my heavenly Lather that the
twig of my childhood was bent heavenward by the
voice of prayer about my cradle.” _

J Edgar oover, for ‘many years the director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, has this
to say about famHP/ worship:  “Reading the Holy
Bible within the family circle is more important
today than ever before. It draws _
gether into a more closely knit unit. It gives each
member a faith to live by. _

"As a small bOY | sat at my mother’s knee while
she read the Bib
ing with stories as we went along. It served to
make the bond of faith between us much stronger.
Then there were those wonderful nights when my
father would gather the family around him and
read aloud verses from the Bible. This led to
family discussions which were interesting, lively,
and informative. Those wonderful sessions left
with me an imprint of the power ol laith and the
power of prayer which has sustained me in trying
moments throughout my entire life.”

The suggestions that follow may be helpful to
families in_starting ,
ingful famllY altar that will help our homes to
be more truly Christian. _ _

Decide on a definite time for family worship. No
one time will suit every family. The three most
used times are—after breakfast, after the evening
meal, and hefore hedtime.

Plan well the devotional service. Fam_iI%
ship should have variety. It will vary with v
ous families. It should vary in the same family.
In addition to reading from the Bible, devotional
books are of value. _
votional quarterly Come Ye Apart as a guide.

Distribute responsibility for planning. When

It draws the family to-

e to me and explained its mean-

and in_maintaining a mean-

wor-
vari-

Many families use the de-
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responsibility 15 shared, worship “becomes more
meaningful. - An advance notice to_a teen-ager of
the family would not be amiss. "Tomorrow eve-
n|r|1_P Tim may lead our worship.”

Have every member of the family participate. An
active role, however, does not always mean that
all lead in prayer every time there is worship. A
child may sing, recite scripture, participate in a
family project or discussion. Sometimes the fam-
ily altar seems to children to be "for adults only.”
Let it be shared by all. _ _

Develop a family worship project. Such a proj-
ect can be a most rewarding experience to a fam-

ily. One family built a manger scene to be used
durlng the Christmas season. .
Make varied use of the Bible. Many families

read a chapter a clay right through the Bible.
Other uses of the Bible can be effective also. A
story or psalm may be followed by a guided dis-
cussion. A passage may be read responsively or in
unison. Children may be e_ncoura%ed to memorize
passages of scripture to recite at the worship time.

Use music in the family worship. Musical in-
struments or recordings may be used effectively.

Eart Waqir; Rev. Earl and Mildred Wolf
e residents of_Kansas City. They have
ree childrep:’ Timothy Earl, age fwelve
ephen. Nicholas, age six; a arle
izabeth, almost three. Family hobbies
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or the Department of Church Schools.



It would be helpful to have the home edition of
Praise and Worship and a copy of Children’
Praises in our homes. _
Encourage every member of the family to pray
aloud. In family worship children can learn to
pray. Sometimes the worship period may be con-
cluded by repeating the Lord’s Prayer in unison.
Remember special days. Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas can add a special flavor to the
family worship. Other days of significance to the

By FLOYD W. HAWKINS

THE FINEST MUSIC is not always heard in the
concert hall. For more than two hours | listened
to the performance by

dition of the complete St. Matthew Passion, the
master work of Johann Sabastian Bach, who is

reputed by many authorities to Ire the one com-

poser unequaled in musical construction. The

magnificence of the concert was almost overwhelm-

ing and | left the great auditorium with a feeling
of satisfaction that 1 had heard the finest music
this world has to offer. ,
Today however | am thlnkln% of a different
scene where music is on the daily schedule—the
Christian home. Perhaps it is "not recognized

among the greats—not even impressive, and sel-

dom receiving so much as a nod from the critics
of our musical w'orld. Nevertheless we may here
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0 th by one of America’s dis-
tinguished choral sociefies, supported by the mu-
siclans of a great symphony orchestra, in the ren-

familg can be reflected in the worship, such as
birthdays and anniversaries. ,

Think of spiritual needs at worsh|F
an atmosphere that will be helpful to members
of the family who may need to know Christ. Lln-
saved neighbors and friends need someone to pray
for them.” The need of the church should be con-
sidered—the revival effort, the missionary cause,
the visitation campaign, or the building program.
A family prayer list can be helpful.

time. Create

il'aowy.ﬁinsH affv'%injﬁ E%%lan’ijlo)f’da‘ﬁndKaﬁsmsh
”? .|s%m %Ir%p%ngorthgr rtnhuesié'I e[}JaaSrtrFr)\]%ni
0 Nazarené' Publishing ™ House.  The
chikale, s

ro \
Nwler}?teteanm Hgﬁsf inhghetshtg. rnasE rt?rtgh %%ltjwﬂd
masic. . The girls

an ) the plano

8 orchestraf.msﬁru ents.p é\)/’acaﬂoﬁs %[

ée ocean or in the. national Har S, an

istrict camps and |r}st|t tes,. Nave. heen
occasions of special Tamily " interest.

Q>
SSop

discover music at its very best. Here we find a
filial blending of spirits as well as voices, and
the music is enriched by a background of Chris-
tian living with experiences related to Christ, the
Author of faith and the inspiration of all spiritual
music.

In the Christian home music has significance un-
known to the worldling. From Christian music the
participants receive inspiration, blessing, encour-
agement, and comfort. _

Wise Christian parents have discovered the
?rlceless value of music with its strong influence
or good, and they avail themselves of the very
best possible. This requires the establishing of
? p(_)|3|t|ve and adequate program of music for the
amily.

Often this requires much sacrifice and patience.
There are the years of instruction of the children
with music lessons that are costly and time-
consuming. Instruments are purchased and main-
tained. [Instruction books and music are in con-
stant demand. Mothers also know7 the long hours
of practice with scales, arpeggios, and exercises
“unending.” Soft, then loud, and often nerve-
shattering, but all a part of the planned music
proPram of the Christian home, an important
prelude to “life’s symphony.” o

From these homes come the musicians who are
constantly needed to serve the ever-enlarging pro-
gram of our church. From these homes come our
singers, pianists, organists, and orchestra musicians.
For these we cannot look to the world.

A planned program of music for the Christian
home will also embrace the music which comes
by way of radio and record-plagmg instruments.
In all of these the parents must be guides. Train-
ing that will provide an early appreciation of



ﬂood music—music appropriate for the Christian
ome—will help eliminate the cheap, sensual, mu-
sical “trash” that is flooding the world and will
cause it to seem out of place. There is an abun-
dance of high-quality music of many types avail-
able for discriminating Christians. ~There is an
unlimited supply of the great classics, w'hich will
(_1|]ve stature to the Christian’s music library. Also
there are attractive new publications being re-
leased constantly that will grace the music center
of the Christian home. To these the wise parents
will give careful attention. _

The hymnbook must hold a central place in
every Christian home. The hymnal is not merely
a beautiful mark of identification for the family,
for let us remember that between its covers there
is a treasure of sacred literature unmatched else-
where outside of the Bible. The hymnal relates
the home to the home eternal. It points to the
sanctuary, where its musical function is supreme,
and it ?wes opportunity for a _bIe_ndmgf of all
spirits of the household “in the singing of hymns
and spiritual songs. o _

The truly Christian home is in tune with
heaven, where music was born and w'here h}/mns
of praise are unceasing. There is a song of joy
in the hearts of all who know Christ as a personal
Saviour. Still, attention must be given to keeping
the spiritual tone up to a proper pitch. When the
spiritual tone sags, there comes a dissonant sound
and there is danger of strange harmonies invading
the domain called home. The old motto, “Christ
is the Head of this house . .. ,” might well be
concluded, “. . . the silent Listener to all of our
music.” , _

Strike the tuning fork, the chime, or even the
anvil, and from each will come a sound revealing
not only the character of the instrument but also

its fundamental tone. We learn much by listen-

ing. When adversity strikes the home or when
comes the impact of ‘any of life’s testings, the spirit
and character of that home will be revealed and
the fundamental tone will be heard. This explains
many an inspiration for a lovely song and for
beautiful harmonies that have come from some
of the darkest nights.

Our Christian son

nal reward, For your encouragement, Christian,
the finest in music may be discovered tonight at
your fireside.
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games, Indoors . as vacd-
10ns .to the sea and .in the m?unt?ms

and joint ventures with other families.

_ gﬁ are never lost and our sing-
|n? together in the home is not without an eter-

BACK /
THE MOON!

By J. W. ELLIS

"HAVE FUN!" is more than a statement of depar-
ture; it is a symptom of our day. Educate? Yes!
but make it fun. Lose w'eight? Yes! but have fun.
Work? Yes! but easY, man, easy. It is rumored
that a coming best-seller is entitled How to Laugh
Yourself to Death.

Fun at the factory, fun at school, fun at the
neighbor’s house—but what about fun at home?
Fun in the sun, fun in the snow, fun in the moun-
tain, and fun at the sea—but what about fun with
me (Dad), and me (Mother), and me (Sister),
and me (Brother) ? o

A small word 1t is—fun. But so big in signifi-
cance! Important to all families, but especial-
ly to Christian families. Religion “endured”
W|Ilggass; religion “enjoyed” will endure. And
the final victory will not be won in the sanc-
(tjuary nor in the street, but in the kitchen and
en.

The idea of family fun is fine. But how?

No easy road, friend. To have fun may mean
perspiration (when parents play children’s games),
may mean patience (when age differences divide
interests), may mean discipline (when room on
the calendar for family events must be kept in
spite of “big deals”)—and at all times family fun
means imagination.

Without imagination you’re dead. Not really
dead—just pretend dead. And that’s not good
when children are alive—real alive! _

Recently on a cold, crispy night, the mountains
above Pasadena being topped with snow, my Six-
year-old took me for a walk. It was fun to be
cold and nice to be hudgged by a coat.

Quicker than I could grab a star, she reached
high, clinched her fist, anti joyfully stuffed her
hand in my coat pocket—moon and all! A few
steps later she flung her hand in the air and ex-
claimed, “There, | tossed it hack!”

Then it was my turn. “You?” | hear you gasp.
“Yes, me.” | tossed the moon back because 1
figured it would be too dark for little children
without it hangmg high in the sky. Besides, it
bulged my pocket. -

At home, at church, at play, families can have
fun if imagination is mixed with love and care.
Try it!—it will work for kids and teen-agers and
grownups too.

1
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A VIEW of one of the reading rooms
in_ the newly constructed Macke
Library at Trevecca Nazarene Col-
lege, Nashville, Tennessee, serving the
southeastern states. The three-Stor
building is, adequate to serve 1,000
students with 75,000 volumes. |t has
central heating and air condmonmﬂ
and is serviced by an elevator. A
six. of the Nazarene colleges In the
United States have completed a major
building this year or have one i
process. College-level enrollment, in-
cluding students at Canadian Naza-
rene College and British Isles College,
was well above 5000 last year.

REV. JOHN C. WINE
shares with Mrs. Floi
Eqly, treasurer, and

missionary. emphasis,

per cent “for missions
ago, and for many yi
and frequently has ra
General Budget each |
of seven churches on
missions for fourteen;

STUDENTS and part of the faculty at Nazarene Bible
[nstitute, Institute, West Virginia. At the back are Rev.
Clarence Bowman, instructor; Rev. R. W. Cunningham,
president: and Mrs. Anna Bowman, matron. Graduates
of this school are providing the pastors for our churches
on the Gulf Central District

A SUNDAY AFTERNOON SERVICE of a revival meeting
in Nu'uuh, American Samoa. The little falesa built for
our services is filled to caPacny. The ladies of the con-
%regatmn have decorated the ﬁosts with coconut leaves.
ev. and Mrs, C.”William Fisher were the workers for
this revival. Our work in _American Samoa, one of the
newest outposts undar the Department of Home Missions,
is making_ steady. progress. Rev. and Mrs. Jarrell Garsee
are the missionaries.



NAZARENE MISSIONARIES are now reach-
ing out to the villages of India through the
medium of radio, greatly extending théir in-
fluence, Six fifteen-mirute programs a week
are bemB broadcast. One of these is "The
Village Doctor,” a practical health program
for village Indian mothers, many of them
beyond the reach of a personal "visit by a
doctor, This program is planned and con-
ducted by Mrs. Bronell Greer and Dr. Evelyn
Witthoff, with Mrs. P. Bhujbal and Mrs. S.”J.

Bhupbal helping them, Through this avenue,
confidence I%_Q%UIH in the h&lrch of the
Nazarene, which opens many. doors to the
gosPeI message when our missionaries and
pastors are able to reach these villages in
evangelism,

getor of First Church, of the Nazarene, Anderson, Indiana,
Gy some%Fpresment for many years, Mr. Delbert
miin Fresent FM.S. president, facts “about the church’s
loon to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, has been a “10
f the 10 per cent program. was adoptéd fourteen years
. The church keeps missionary news befgre the peoPIe
ners. Ten per cent of the church’s income is sent for the
pon to Easter and Thanksgiving o.fferm?s. This is one
Aen Indiana District that "have given 10 per cent for

DR. E. S. PHILLIPS, pastor, meets with the Policy and
Promotion Committee (Harry_Craddock, Dr. Don "Metz,
Leonard Harper, and Jimmy "Gilbert, chairman) of Beth-
any First Church in a planning session on the. church's
ﬁlvmg, for others. For more than ten years this church
as given more than 12 per cent of its income to the
General Budget and for m|55|0nar\%/ s7ne0|als. Last_year
the figure was 14 per cent, and $37571 or over 177 per
cent, was given for all general church interests. The
chyrch gave another 12 per cent for district interests.
This is an outstanding record of world-wide concern
on the part of a church that is ministering to the students
of Bethanx Nazarene College and the residents of Beth-
any, Oklahoma.

CONSTRUCTION of the new General
Board building to the north of the Inter-
national Headquarters building in Kansas
City, Missouri, IS progressing, at a cost
of ‘$045000. Architect’s skefch indicates
the appearance of the finished structure.
The building will provide offices for the
General N.Y'P.S., Christian Service Train-
Ing, he Herald of Holiness .Staf, the
Spanish Department, and a portion of the
Department of Church Schools. There will
be an auditorium for General Board ses-
sions and committee meeting rooms. Part
of the basement is_constructed to meet
fall-out shelter specifications, The bujld-
ing is scheduled for completion before
January 1 for dedication and use during
the 1963 General Board sessions.
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By MILO L. ARNOLD

. . . the Christian Answer

FOR GENERATIONS our cities had huddled
around their foundry fires and smoking factories.
In the interest of proximity the city buildings
were enlarged upward and” upward “while resi-
dential lots became smaller and smaller. Smoke,
soot, traffic, and confusion threatened to suffocate
our metropolitan areas. And—then came suburbia!

Suddenly bright petals of gay subdivisions began
to blossom around the stamens of smoking stacks.
Wider and wider they flowered into rolling acres
of beautiful houses, schools,
(Iqrounds. Leaving behind them tne odorous slums,
hey were fragrant, clean, airy, and free. As these
were cultivated by a rising economy and improved
with a host of invented conveniences, a new way
of life emerged.

T he tri-level house in suburbia became the suc-

cessor to the brownstone front as an indication of
status. Wide acres replaced the pillared and
storied houses as symbols of success. Two- anil
three-car garages replaced the servants' quarters,
and a new standard of modern living was brought
into being. The rapidly increasing number of
amply-salaried Americans gave fertility to the
growth of these areas until” today every city has
its surrounding flower bed of suburbs to meet the
needs of its ambitious families.

Finer cars, faster freeways, and mechanized liv-

ing make it possible for people to live in the wide-
oPen spaces, at quite a distance from their places
of employment. Here in houses which are light,
modern, and easily kept they enjoy a constantly
rising standard of living. _
Modern appliances make for easy and quick

ito Arpatd: Milo and Eva Amold have
ared thirty-three “years of parsqnage
ire, and n erve “the, C of the
GZarene M MR, SaKE: i apningtor
onna }rﬁe Rﬁaoﬁljﬁ e(%hagp] er .CnH rﬁslﬁef
I eat  Falls, ntana. .he\’/. MI|0
ma af c%nduce a radio program
ontipuous o/ fwenty-four y.ears,
roadcas daily for tHe last nineteen
ears.  Flower “culture “and " communjty
é\rlégtsand social activities are shared in-
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ﬁarks, and” play-

accomplishment of the essential household duties,
and a new measure of leisure is within the reach
of an ambitious p90ﬁ_|e. This is wonderful. No
sane i)erson would think of harking back to the
old clays or lamenting the passing of the con-
gested tenements as these new' suburban areas re-
place them. _ _ _

Suburbia however is not w'ithout its problems.
The family breakfast hour has been lost in the
hurry of different rising hours. In some cases the
husband and wife are both working and must
leave for work at different hours. The family din-
ner hour, if they are fortunate enough to" have
one, is invaded repeatedly by other appointments.
The family conversation is” lost in the blare of
modern commercial entertainment—so called.
Husbands and wives see little of each other and
the children see too little of either of them. Each
person finds a set of personal interests and charts
an individual course.  While the individuals live
amid material abundance they often find their
family life starved. Spiritual,” moral, and social
values are often sacrificed needlessly.

Love, romance, marriage, home, and parenthood
all need intimate exposures. Many marriages in
suburbia are faIImP apart for lack of common
interests. Many children from gootl homes are be-
c_or_nm? social problems because they are not suf-
ficiently exposed to competent parents. Their ex-
posure to other Fersons is more intimate; hence
they are more influenced by others.

In some cases the tri-level house has become a
trap, baited with many very desirable things.
Sometimes people escape the stuffiness of the city
only to be entangled in the meshes of other in-
volvements.  Countless qrood_ community projects
beg for their attention. Their wide ?]/ar_ s demand
all” their free time and Sundays. Their informal
social life in the community absorbs more and
more of their at-home time.” It is true that they
are_breathing fresh air, but they have exchanged
suffocation for entanglement. _ _

The Church has an answer. It is not possible
nor desirable that we free ourselves from com-
munity involvements nor that we deprive ourselves



of wide lawns and lovely shrubs. These are good.
We cannot free ourselves by removing material in-
volvement, but we can find a new liberty by add-
ing another and very demanding involvement, that
of God and the Church. Persons whose lives are
strengthened by this spiritual resource will be
more adequate In meeting all of life's deadlines.
God in the life of a family gives it a new soli-
dar_ltﬁ. The famll_}/ is cemented by a faith in God
which provides life with a reason. The whirling
days are given a new orderliness and the hurrying
hours a finer su};mflcance. Suddenly people begin
to live for a lofty reason and puisne the accom-
plishment of a ‘noble purpose. Hushands and
wives discover a new mutual reverence each for
the other and tot God. Children are reared in a
climate of worthful ness. _ _
The Church prrowdes_the finest together project
of the family. The entire family goes together to
the same Flace on Sundaﬁ. For man){ families this
s the only adventure shared by all members at
once. Here they are exposed to the same truths,

given the same ideals, guided in the same pur-

suits, and given the same sense of values. Here
they sing the same hymns and can go to their
homes to discuss an experience all have shared.
They form personal convictions and moral codes
which are mutually compatible. They each find it
easier to believe and behave because the others
are similarly striving. _

The Church likewise provides exposure to a

Family Altar
Fragrance

How far the holy fragrance of
The family altar goes! .
When childhood days are far behind,
The beauty of it glows.

Though some things, to my memory,
Are indistinct and blurred,

| still can hear my father’s voice
Expound the Holy Word,

1 did not heed its counsel then,
Nor realize its worth,

But now | know that shrine to be
The sweetest place on earth,

It’s proved a shield to keep my faith
Hndimmed through jOV or care;

The mem’ry of that hallowed place—
My father’s voice in prayer.

By ALIhCE HANdSO%SH %SeIXIORTE.N.SON

In Sunshine and Sha by permission.

tine group of community friends who have ex-
perienced the same spiritual impact. The very
nature of the Church selects the best _peoEJ_Ie of
the community for its wide circle of friendliness.

Just as a house needs a wide yard into which
the family living can overflow, so the home needs
a church” into which its life can overflow. With-
out this it tends to turn within itself and become
stifled. Without the Church and its divine min-
istry the tri-level house cannot possibly be large
enough to free the family from its own involve-
ments.

(5olden gears

By E. s. PHILLIPS

II(Iff's

AVs

"THANK YOU,

DI Phillips,
for remembering
us older folk,”
IS an expression

_ 1 have heard cpiite
frequently in the last few years. We haven't clone
too much in the way of remembering them, but
thea/ appreciate every little attention they receive.
ne of the most tragic aspects of any age is non-
appreciation. but this is more keenly felt bﬁ older
people. The loss of useful roles results in the feel-
Ing of being not needed or wanted. Then loneli-
ness and frustration steadily increase under such
circumstances, and deterioration of hoth hody and
mind is the inevitable outcome.
Our country s still comp_aratlveIK
throughout its brief history it has t _
"ﬂeared to youth.” But today we are facing the
challenge of an aging population. It is estimated
that we now have approximately seventeen million
people who are sixty-five years of age or older,
and this number is increasing at more than eleven
hundred pet day. The fact of this rapidly increas-
ing segment of our population is causing many
agencies to shift some of their attention to the
special needs of this group. _ _
~On September 2, 1958, President Eisenhower
signed the "White House Conference on Aging
Act.” This conference was held in January of 1961,
at which time many recommendations were made
for immediate action in improving and developing
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programs to permit the country to take advantage
of the experience and skills of older people and
to create conditions which will better enable the
country to meet their needs.

The needs of our senior citizens go far beyond
the matter of housing, social security, medical and
economic needs which the
vide. If we are to serve them adequater the
church must be concerned for their social and
recreational as well as their spiritual needs. For
these people have entered upon a new wa)ﬁ of
living in a rapidly changing society. They have
suddenly come to that mystical age of sixty-five,
which in most cases today means retirement.
fore retirement must be thought of as a change in
the way of living, not as a cessation ofdiving. The

remaining years must not be spent in isolated ve(ie-
tation, but can be fruitful in profitable and whole-

some participation.

government may pro-

here-

r..E. S, Pnirgjps: Dr.and. Mrs. E. S,
St o e ol By
af t rgest church In the, denomina-
fion, Furst Church of the Naza-

[ne Phillipses have  three " daygh-
zabeth Jean, Mrs. Claire Hendfi
a aren Lee. The family shares in all
gnaseﬁor%eb%cwcr%ir{ge' and” enjoys music

regular church attendance is an important factor
in the adéustments of age. ,

Dr. Judson T. Landis said, “In a special study
of older people | found that on all scores older
Beople who attend church regularly arc not onIK
etter adjusted in old age, but enjoy better healt
than those who do not attend church. For some
unknown reason the church has a salutary effect
and causes both a conservational and enriching
process to go on in their lives.”

16

The church must do its Part in providing a pro-
gram in which these peop

Important phase of the program can be the regular
church services, and it has been established that

e can participate. One

0
f By HAROLD W. REED

THERE ARE nearly four million young men and
women enrolled in "the nation’s colleges and uni-
versities.  Of this number, approximately 40 per
cent are in private colleges and universities.
Among the latter grou;%, most are enrolled in
church-related colleges. The Church of the Naza-
rene has six colleges in the continental United
States, one in Canada, and one in Great Britain.

It has been my happy privilege to serve as col-
Iefge president in two of our colleges over a period
of seventeen years, and thus %aln some perspective
of higher education in the Church of the Naza-
rene.

However, the church must provide a program in
addition to the regular services. Workers in the
field of gerontology
found that the needs o

the study of aging) have
§0Ider peyople fa?l i%)to four

Several years ago a devout Nazarene mot}
came to me greatly concerned about her son. |
was the youngest in a family of seven. All of
other children had been educated in one of $
colleges and were now well established in tlf
respective vocations. All were living beautf
Christian lives and were vnallyr concerned W
the Church of the Nazarene. This mother ¢
fessed that she urgently needed help with her fa
ily when they came to the college years. She:
knowledqed that during this period of life thy
is a vital need for a Christian college; a ool
which stresses beln% born again, being sanctii
wholly, and giving Spirit-filled service. Our Na
][ene_l colleges contributed richly to this Christi
amily.

For many years my annual convocation ad



categories: fellowship, continuing education, good
nutrition, and recreation.

At the beginning of this article | stated that we
are not doing too much for the older people of our
congregation, but we are endeavoring to provide
for three of the above needs, namely, fellowship,
education, and recreation, Oftentimes these three
factors arc incorporated in a single activity.

Every Monday morning several of the men
ather ‘at 9:30 for a pioneer prayer meeting. On
Thursday afternoon a number of the women engage
ina co_tta?e prayer meeting in the various homes.

Practically every mormn? a group of the senior
men engage in recreational activity at our Youth
Center. ‘Then every other Tuesdaﬁ night the men
and women have a biweekly gathering at which
time they play games, engage m_qroup discussions,
view a film, or listen to a special speaker. It has
been found that older people do not have enou%h
fun. And it is a thrilling experience to see the

joy derived by them from an evening of fellow-

ship and recreation. Light refreshments are always
served by the church at these gatherings.

faculty and students has heen based on Matthew
3 "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and '
led unto you." My major proposi
college must be a Christ-centered college. We

¢ offer “Education with a Christian Purpose.” eeﬂ
Sisa “plus” to higher education which is not e
[“tacked on” somewhere, but is the leaven glti

gthermeates it throughout. Every area of col-
jlife must put Christ first.

w}:mm.w. eed:  Dr._ Harold Reﬁd
) | 15 wife, Maxﬂille l:[IFanor, ake
righteousness; and all  these thmg_s shall be FIrAome 0 ot ag?ag.erg’si e'n'nohsf g”hgre
ion is that t?_zlar_e]ge Cci_lllgpﬁ. hdr SN anaredaugsr}:

0¥V'Los ng&lebs, Chalminia, wher
Pr 1S empooy the . Univérsiy o?
iforni 5 a

b0 The variety of forelg o vl

¢

broad, cultural emphasis and its warm, spiritual

Once a year the members of the adult divisions
of our Sunday school provide a banquet for all our
senior citizens. This is perhaps the outstanding
event of the year for this group. The classes as-
sume the responsibility for the menu, transporta-
tion, decoration, program, etc.

Each Sunday evening during the young people’s
hour we have two group meetings in which our
senior citizens participate. One group is of the
nature of a prag/_er and praise meeting; the other
is a distinctive Bible study session. _

By the time this article appears we will have
organized a choir of seniorcitizens to sing once a
month in a Sunday evening service,

We have already secured property and arc con-
templating building a home for our senior citizens.
Many have already manifested a great interest in
this “project. _

These men and women are still members of our
families, our homes, our churches, and our com-
munities. They have giventhe best of their early
years for us. "Let us givethe best of our earlr
years to make their late years the happiest of all.

et
or an

a af[ Andeles . in education
he Reeg

Ist and_SchoIarshlfﬁ) _ _

Tre Biblical command is to love Cod with all
hearts and with all our minds. There is a
Iristian stewardshli) of mind as well as of time
idfinance. Our colleges must constantly be vigi-
mto maintain the highest in academic excel-
me We are deeply appreciative of teachers who
table to spark in ‘their students that which fires

tintellect and causes the young person to he-

mealive and alert in mind. Excellence in schol-
ihip is in keei)mg with Christ’s command,

kst and Cutur? . _
The college supplements the Christian home in
listing youth to develop full-orbed Christian per-
alities. Art, music, and literature create a taste
rthe best which has been said, written, or ac-
mplished. _ _
Ore of the compensations of the college admin
rator is to observe the personality development
astudent through his four years of college, and
note his accjuisition of poise and the social
ics. Nazarene parents have a nqht to expect
| to take place in a Nazarene college with its

concern. .
Christ anij Revivals -

Our colleges are committed to the evangelistic
thrust of the Church of the Nazarene. Literally
hundreds of young people come to know Christ
in full salvation during times of revival and other
evangelistic services conducted on our campuses.

Some of my highest moments as an administra-

tor are when the opportunity comes to help a
young person pr_ar through to genuine spiritual
victory. This thril

dened by this news.
Christ and Matrimon

The Christian colleggl is an ideal place for court-

ship. Here Ko_un_g people meet who have like faith
and high Christian goals. For the most part they
establis _stron% Christian homes. This fact can
be established ]v:

arene colleges. |

ilies over a period of twenty years, there are not
more than twenty instances of broken homes.

Christ First is our theme in courtship and marriage.

is further heightened by a tele-
phone call or a letter from parents who are glad-

thousands of alumni of our Naz-
rom my knowledge of these fam-
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Concerned parents are asking .
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establishing a home and facing tions on the overwhelming facts of four necessary safeguards to keep
questions of the church and com- parental delinquency today, and the home Christian— (1) reverence '
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By KENNETH S. RICE

m\\VHAT THE CHURCH
IS TRYING TO DO FOR
s FAMILIES

"We wish to say, in partial excuse

for ourselves, that we did nof have a
fair chance In life. Commgz from broken
homes, we grew up in neglect. In youth

we were denied parental “care, affection,
and guidance."

THESE WORDS were taken from the joint state-
ment to the press of two condemned murderers
who faced the firing squad in Utah for the slayin
of a young service station attendant during a hold-
up. Their last testimony continued; * ellggous
training would have pointed us in the right direc-
tion, but we were not taken to Sunday school or
to church services.” The concluding sentence of
their statement was: “May our tragic lives and
ending serve as a warning to all—young and old.”
The Church of the Nazarene is aware of the fact
that these are not isolated home situations. They
dramatically and tragically point _Uﬁ a growm%
condition in the United States. With one out o
every four marriages ending up in the divorce
courts, children by the score are undergoing the
emotional upheavals of a broken home and are the
victims of scarred and twisted personalities result-
mgi from love-starved lives.

In 29 states, in one month, there were 14531
divorces. This meant that 14,531 hushands and
14531 wives were disillusioned about the high
and holy estate of marriage and faced a future of
frustration and loneliness.” In addition, 8,718 chil-
dren were torn in their natural love for their par-
ents and 58,124 parents, brothers, and sisters
became circumstantial accessories to one of the
greatest crimes that has entered the scene of Ameri-
can life—a total of almost 100,000 people affected
by this blight that has stripped the family tree of its
beauty and glory! o

But perhaps even more lethal in its long-range
effect on the vital Christian_home is the disease
of disuse of the family altar. This foundation stone
of the American home that helped build rugged
Christian character into our forefathers is crum-
bling into the dust of dissipation and despair.

K'utS|'v Ricee:reDarr' Kgpnﬁ%g % I:eaIFte (iasntexo_f
?thurgﬁ § ﬁootls.yBeétgl and iggnner%have
twg aurgjters:. Rondd, age ten, at ?me;
%'P]e IR%cesa' Fslghtegrﬁ]s’i ear aesonét g(l)éegea
member of their ?am|ey Pon is twenty-
?ne.and. in the armed forces. Sh rg
amily interests and dachmes. include
%rg#Py games, pets, and home improve-

J. Edgar Hoover wrote the following to our
Northern California Nazarenes: “Parents must
awaken to the realization that the family is the
first great training school, and they serve as first
teachers in inspirational education. We are sadly
in need of a return to the days when God was a
part of every household, when families arose in
the morning with a prayer on their lips and ended
the day by placing themselves in His care. We
should revive the beautiful practice of offering
thanks at meals and bring back to the family circle
the moments when father or mother read the won-
derful lessons of the Bible to eager young listen-
ers.”

‘A termite that is gutting the core of spiritual
vitality from the home is an attitude of complacen-
cy and self-satisfaction. If Christian homes are to
be effective forces aﬁamst sin and for salvation,
it is essential that they become aggressive in an

ONLY
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evangelistic outreach to give the gospel to neigh-
boring families. A home that is centered only ‘in
itself will become circumscribed in its influence
for God. Too many family prayers have become
in essence: “Bless me and my wife, my son and
his wife, us four and no more.”

Lest our Zion fall prey to these monsters that
trample the very lifeblood out of families and
homes, as a denomination we have noted their
progress and have taken steps to thwart the ad-
vance. In the General Assembly of 1952 General
Superintendent Hardy G. Powers sounded the
clarion call for an advance by the church to save
our homes for the future of our church. The De-
partment ol Church Schools was assigned the re-
sponsibility to develop a Christian Family Life
Program. These five objectives became the frame-
work about which the program developed:

|. To strengthen the family altars in the homes

of the church. o _

2. To help parents lead their children to Christ,

3. To aid Christian parents in building strong

Clhrlsnan personalities in their young peo-

pie. - : :
4. To guide Christian parents in encouraging
their children toward active participation
and personal responsibility in the spiritual
endeavors of the church and for the king-
dom of God, _ _
5. To encourage the family as a center of Chris-
tian influence and evangelism.
~ For two quadrenniums churches have co-operated
in the Family Outreach Program. Over 83,000
Family Outreach Packets have heen sold and used
by the local church in encouraging family altars

/FREE!\

Your one-source refer-

ence to an outstanding
| Hustrated I Goantion of Bibles . .
- MASTER 0  Books . . . Church

Equipment . .. Sunda
\BUYING GUIDE ¢l Pct pIies...ReY

for 1963 ligious Gifts and Awards
... Sacred Music

................ Clip and mail AT

Please send your new 1963 Master Buying Guide

. Name
Street -
City.
State -

_Zone.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri
In Canada: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontari

20

FOR

TIMES

2 LIKE
THESE

TRUTH FOR TODAY
By Bertha Munro

Dail reagings centered around a Bible ref-
erence and text. ]
Whatever the need or{iprob#em, each medi-

'[atIOP as a unl}ue, way 0 q]ecomlngt penrd

son Iritual” enlightenm
J%r that gpartqcu?ar aa/.
$2.00

el
380 pages, Cﬁ)% mboar .
WORDS OF CHEER
A daily sz B -E'-tcaﬂ”lﬁ'-'c ”
_daily source of spiritual “pickup. _
il bt g

itual u
maroon and gol eatherette with staéne
S. 1.25

edges. 136 pag o
You'll want to start reading it NOW!

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post Office Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri
Washington at Bresee, Pasadena 7, California
In Canada: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

and helping “every family reach a family.” Not
every family has reached a family, but “all that
have tried have benefited . . . and many have suc-
ceeded. Today some local churches have taken on
new life because of families reached through this
emPha3|s. o :

his year the church is joining in a family-
centered emphasis sponsored by the Department of
Evangelism.. Many young adult Sunday school
classes have been studylng the text on Christian
homemaking, This Holy Estate, by John E. Riley.
Sunday schools are promoting an eight-week fami-
ly-centered advance; families are pledging to have
a family altar and will be visiting to bring in other
families. _

Thank God for a church that recognizes the
Christian home as its greatest human asset. Every
morning as we gather about our family altar and
read from Come Ye Apart, | am reminded again
that my church has made possible this aid to the
spiritual life of our home. | am persuaded as
J. C. Penney, who, after telling about his Christian
home where a devout father and mother led in
family prayers every day, wrote: “I have not the
slightest doubt that every one of you will a?_ree
with me when | say that the strength, stahility,
continuity and very life of our nation depend upon
]tlontwesﬂllke these more than upon any other single
actor.
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By R. B. GRUBBS .
Pastor, Eastside Church, Bartlesville, Oklahoma

“The history of a nation is not a history of it
wars, but the history of its households.” In
this statement John Ruskin has pointed out
the very foundation for our _wag of life,
What happens to America will be deter-
mined largely by what happens in our
homes. Therefore the real hattleground for
moral and spiritual survival is the home.

That all is not well with the modern fami-
y, we must acknowledge. Lack of personal
iscipline, social irresponsibility, and care-
lessness in financial management will always
furnish a failing foundation for marriage.
Hasty marriages, lack of personal discipline
—these are some of the things which threat-
en the stability of the modern home.

A reversal of our present trend in modern
marriages is desperately needed. Only a

revival of solid home life in America can re-
store us to our stability as a nation.

~ But the Church must lead the way! And
in leading the way, it saves itself as well as
the home. Its ministry must be influential
from the nursery on. The Church must
guide the way in spiritual needs, vocational
sele_cnon,J)_ersonaIlty problems, and in all
of life’s adjustments.

~The Church will meet in another genera-
tion the type of families it shaped during the
present one. Our hope for the future 1s in
the home of today. Let us pray for a revival
that will head off the dangerous drifts in
American home life.



	Olivet Nazarene University
	Digital Commons @ Olivet
	9-5-1962

	Herald of Holiness Volume 51 Number 28 (1962)
	W. T. Purkiser (Editor)
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1557524200.pdf.uIsEC



