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Look w h o ’s w orking to p u t

A HERALD IN EVERY HOME
d u rin g  M arch

Thirty-five d istric ts  are  seeking to p u t the  “H erald  in  Every Hom e” dur
ing the  m onth  of M arch—the  biggest m on th  of the  yea r for Herald  subscrip  
tions. As you help your d is tric t reach  its  goal by subscrib ing , you ’re also 
w orking to m ake your hom e a  b e tte r place. People who read  th e  H erald  will 
be s tro n g er C h ris tian s , b e tte r  ch u rch m en , m ore a d e q u a te  w itn e sse s  for 
C hrist. Help your d istric t and  help  yourself an d  your family—su b scrib e  to 
the  Herald o f Holiness th is  m onth .
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U neducated ,  unab le  to  read 
o r  w r i t e  o r  t o  s p e a k  
plainly, R o s e m o n d  Fettv 
shou ldered  several h a n d 

icaps all th rough  his life. He was born  
with im pa ired  vision an d  c o u ld n ’t do  
the  th ings th a t  n o rm a l  people o rd i
na r i ly  do.  H is  f a th e r  t o o k  h im  to  
church  at an  early age. an d  he was 
conver ted  while a young  m a n  in his 
early 20s.

I r e m e m b e r  w a tc h in g  h im  as he

walked the  sparsely traveled road  tha t  
w ent past o u r  house. A kerosene la n 
te rn  in his h a n d  a n d  a ta t te red  coat 
f lung  over his a rm . he w ended  his way 
to  revival services at a rustic M e th 
odist m eeting  house  s ituated  on  top  
o f  a m o u n ta in  som e six miles away.

T h e  sacrifice o f  walking six miles to 
chu rch  d id  n o t  seem to b o th e r  Rose
m o nd .  He w ould  no t th in k  o f  missing 
church. It took  h im  nearly two hours  
to  get there  and, because  o f  his poo r

eyesight,  th e  r e tu r n  t r ip  to o k  even 
l o n g e r .  M a n x  n i g h t s  a s  a b o y  1 
w atched  from m y  b ed ro o m  window 
as Fetty 's swinging lan te rn  traced his 
s t u m b l i n g  g a i t  d o w n  o u r  road ,  
h a r d l y  p a i d  a n y  a t t e n t i o n  th e n  
"R o sey ” was little m o re  th a n  a curi
osity. Now I w o n d e r  w hy no  o n e  from 
chu rch  ever gave h im  a ride home.

A fter  his father an d  m o th e r  passed 
away. R o s e m o n d  was left to  fend for 
himself. He barely existed on  the  little

in c o m e  given h im  by the  state. Fi
nally. he m oved  to  St. Marys. Ohio, 
a n d  lived in a small, dingy apartment 
over a tire shop. He soon  discovered 
a n d  jo in e d  the  nearby C h u rc h  o f  the 
Nazarene.

R o s e m o n d  w as a lw a y s  early  for 
church, and  he never m issed a serv ice. 
Such faithfulness soon  got the  pastor's 
a t ten t ion ,  and  he assigned Rosemond 
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  r i n g i n g  the 
chu rch  bell. For m any years the  bell

V a u g h n , w h at a re  
you going to do  
abou t your soul?”
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tolled out its message, “C o m e  a n d  
worship." Always, it w as ru n g  w ith  
precision and  at the  exact sam e t im e 
every Lord's Day.

His enthusiasm a n d  ded ica t io n  to 
the menial t a s k  g iv e n  h im  a t  th e  
church added significantly  to  the  c o n 
fidence 1 had in the  prayers  he prayed 
forme. One day while he an d  I were 
outwalking together, for the  first t im e 
in my young life so m e o n e  spoke to 
me about m y soul. W ith  t r em b lin g  
lips and tears on  his cheeks, a n d  with 
defective speech, he asked m e  the  all 
important ques tion ,  “ Vaughn, w hat 
are you going to  do  a b o u t  you r  soul?”

1 don't r e m e m b e r  answ ering  h im  
that day. 1 was a young  m a n  a n d  w-as 
sowing plenty o f  wild oats. However, 
his words b u rn ed  on  m y  consc ience  
like the white hea t  o f  a b ra n d in g  iron.

D o  you suppose  
they  have bells in 
heaven that need  
ringing?

M a n y  tim es  his w'ords ca m e back  to 
h a u n t  me.

Today. I’m  a C h r is t ia n  a n d  have 
been  for m a n y  years. My friend lived 
lo n g  e n o u g h  to  h e a r  m e  p r e a c h  
several se rm ons .  H e was a  s ta u n ch  
s u p p o r t e r  o f  m e  w i th  h is  p raye rs ,  
am ens ,  a n d  hallelujahs.

R o s e m o n d  was a faithful Christ ian, 
a l though  his n a m e  never got in the 
books, a n d  he never  held any  presti

gious posts. He d ied  alone, u nno ticed  
by those a ro u n d  him. He was cons id 
ered by m a n y  to  be an im beci le— a 
know -no th ing  sort o f  nuisance. But 
R o sem o n d  knew  tha t  which is m ost 
w orth  knowing, he knew' God.

He has traded  his dingy a p a r tm e n t  
over the noisy tire shop  for heavenly 
quarters .  He will never have to  live 
like th a t  again. O n  the  o the r  hand , he 
m ay have kept his earth ly  vocation  
w hen  he changed  worlds— d o n ’t you 
su p p o se  th e y  have  bells  to  r ing  in 
heaven?

R o s e m o n d  n e v e r  a m o u n t e d  to  
m u c h  by o u r  society's  s tandards— no 
degrees, no  money, no  posit ion— but 
because o f  his godly life, good in f lu 
ence, k indness  to  all. and  for his w it
ness to  me, I know  he was a true  ser
van t o f  God.
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Clayton Prescott (I.) spent the 
summer in Hong Kong and 
China. Here he is with other 
YIM participants, Stephanie 
Zakula, and Chris Van 
Siegman. (Photo: J im  Kersten)

YOUTH IN MISSION:
BY JEANETTE D. GARDNER

*  Christi Fulwood with one of the persons who came to find help at Golden Gate 
Compassionate Ministries in San Francisco.

Royale Gueswel presents a skit in Dayton, Ohio t

Todd Suits in training for his 
assignment as a Youth in 
Mission worker. (Photo: Jim  
Kersten)
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Each sum m er,  m o re  th a n  100 
college-age N azarenes  e m 
bark on  an  eight-week a d 
v e n tu re  c a l le d  Y o u th  in

Mission.
Youth in M ission is des igned  for 

young adults, ages 18 to  30, w ho  are 
interested in a m issions career  o r  w ho 
just want hands -on  m iss ion  expe r i
ence.

Youth in Mission begins w ith  an  in 
tensive week o f  t ra in ing  c a m p  where 
participants receive p r e p a ra t io n  in 
ministry models, ev a n g e l ism  t e c h 
niques. c o m p a s s io n a te  m in i s t r ie s ,  
age-level m in is t ry ,  p u p p e t s ,  r e l a 
tionship building, an d  discipleship.

Then, the young adu l ts  are d iv ided  
into teams of  four persons  each an d  
are sent around the  w orld  to  par t ic i
pate in one of  several projects. T hese  
include:

from th a t  o f  m a n y  team s, because  we 
ac tua lly  p resen ted  o u r  p ro g ra m s  in 
the  public  schools in England.

Six weeks is such  a shor t  t im e  to  be 
there. It's hard  because you d o n ’t see 
the  full results o f  you r  ministry. But at 
the  sa m e tim e, it’s rewarding to  know 
th a t  you m ay  have been  the  key in 
help ing  som e young  person  f ind  the 
Lord.

I feel called to  missions, and  this 
was the  perfect o p p o r tu n i ty  for m e to 
see w ha t  such ministry involves. T he  
m o s t  en joyab le  aspec t  was w ork ing  
with  m y  team m ates .  We all got a long 
so well. W here  I had  weaknesses, the 
o the rs  had  strengths. If o ne  o f  us felt 
in a d e q u a te  in so m e  area, so m e o n e  
else was available  to  m a k e  up  for the 
weakness. It's the  way the  Body o f  
Chris t  was m e a n t  to  be.

Royale G ueswel, M A N C , C o n ta c t—  
Southwestern O hio

My favorite part o f  the  s u m m e r  was 
the  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m in is te r  to  people. 
W h e n  you 're  at college with h o m e 
w ork  an d  ho ld ing  dow n  a job ,  you 
d o n ’t have t im e  to  do  m u c h  ministry.

T h e  best parts  o f  my s u m m e r  were 
the  looks on  the  little kids’ faces when 
we w'ere do in g  the  p u p p e t  show or 
w hen  I han d e d  th e m  a balloon  a n i 
mal. It was w orth  it w hen  they gave 
m e  a great big hug  and  said. “ No. you 
c a n ’t leave!"

O n e  week, we were in a hou s in g  
project in D ayton. W hile  we pu t up  
the  p u ppe t  stage, the  kids s tood  across 
the  room  an d  looked  at us— kind  o f  
scared. But by the  t im e  we left, they 
were so com fortab le  with us tha t  they 
helped us pack. S om e even tried to  
c l im b  in the  car  an d  leave with us.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Contact— B u i ld in g  c o n t a c t s  fo r  
churches, p r im a r i l y  t h r o u g h  c h i l 
dren’s outreach m in is try
• Mission to the C itie s— U rb a n  m in 
istry in North A m eric an  cities
• International S tu d e n t M in is tr ie s  —  
Taking the gospel overseas while as
sisting m is s io n a r ie s  a n d  n a t i o n a l  
leaders

No matter w hat form the  o u treach  
takes, a sum m er in Youth in M ission 
is a sizable inves tm en t  for a s tudent.  
For many, it m e a n s  sacrif icing o th e r  
activities, or a s u m m e r  jo b  th a t  could  
pay college bills. E ach  s tu d e n t  also 
sacrifices time an d  energy to  raise the  
$6>0-to-$ 1,600 n e e d e d  to  f i n a n c e  
their ministry.

But by the end  o f  the  eight weeks, 
the sacrifices are usually  forgotten  as 
participants aff irm  th a t  Youth in M is
sion has changed  th e i r  perspective ,  
their focus, an d  even the ir  lives. We’d 
like to introduce you to  so m e o f  the  
students w ho  d a r e d  to  a c c e p t  th e  
Youth in Mission challenge.

Todd Suits, O N U , In tern a tion a l S tu -  
iint M inistries— British  Isles

We held S unsh ine  C lubs  for kids. 
These included p re se n ta t io n s  using  
puppets, m ag ic  t r ic k s ,  m u s ic ,  a n d  
antes. Our experience was d ifferent

C layton  P resco tt, PI.N C , In te r n a 
tio n a l  S tu d e n t  M in is t r i e s — H on g  
Kong

We to o k  Bibles in to  C h in a  tw o or 
th ree  t im es  a week. W h e n  we were 
crossing the  borders  a n d  the  guards 
d isc o v e re d  w h a t  we w ere  ca rry ing ,  
they d id  a very' good jo b  o f  in t im i
da t ing  us.

I learned  to  rely on  G o d  w h en  I 
reached  m y lim it physically an d  e m o 
tionally. Like w hen  it was 98 degrees 
an d  the  h u m id i ty  was 99 percen t with 
no  breeze.

T h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p le  c o n s t a n t l y  
stared at us. We d id n ’t know  if they 
were cu r ious  o r  if  they  were spying on 
us. At t im es  I h ad  to  say, ‘OK, God. 
I’ve reached  the  end  o f  m y  rope. I’ve 
still got five m ore  ho u rs  to  go, a n d  I 
c a n ’t do  it.” But each  tim e. He would  
pick  m e  r ight u p  again.

G o in g  on  Y outh  in M iss ion  is a 
ch ance  to  test G o d  an d  to  let H im  
w ork  in y o u r  life, to  let H im  show 
h im se lf  to  you. W h e n  you give your  
life to  G o d  a n d  let H im  use you. H e 
w o n ’t let you dow n. I gave a whole 
sum m er ,  raised $2,000, a n d  suffered a 
lot o f  stress, sweat, a n d  tears,  b u t  He 
gave m e  back  m u c h  m o re  in re turn .  I 
d o n ’t th in k  I lacked anything.

T h ro u g h  my experience in Youth 
in M ission, I lea rned  to  t ru s t  G od .  
a n d  I le a rn e d  th e  v a lu e  o f  prayer. 
W h e n  you ’re raising f inances  to  go on 
Y IM , you say. "I need y ou r  money, 
b u t  y o u r  p ra y e rs  are  m o r e  i m p o r 
tant.”

I rea l ize d  h o w  t r u e  th a t  is. T h e  
money helps. But the  pray ers o f  o th 
ers really got m e  there an d  kept m e 
there. 1 also learned ab o u t  the  value o f  
prayer  in m y ow n life. I discovered 
th a t  even  th o u g h  I m ay be d o in g  
s o m e th in g  for G o d .  u n le ss  I h ave  
H im  active in m y own life, it’s no t go
ing to  work.

Even if  you c a n ’t be a  missionary 
you r  w hole  life, going on  Youth in 
Mission is a chance  to  live as a m is
sionary  for the sum m er.  Every young  
person  shou ld  par t ic ipa te  in Youth in 
Mission, because it draw s you closer 
to  God.

Christi Fulwood, O N U , M issio n  to  
the C it ie s — San Francisco

Since high school. I’ve w an ted  to  be 
involved in u rban  missions, so I went 
to  San  F ranc isco  a n d  w o rk e d  with  
G o ld en  G ate  C o m p ass io n a te  M inis
tries. We w'orked with  hom eless  m en  
a n d  ch ild ren  an d  with  ch ild ren  w ho

c o n t in u e d  on  p a g e  IS
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HOW WILL THE CHURCH 
REACH TODAY S YOUTH?

A round-table discussion conducted 
by M ark Gilroy

N orth A merican youth cul
ture is under  the m icro
scope. Everyth ing ab o u t  
teens and  the ir  world is 

being dissected and examined: from the 
ranking o f  SAT scores to the increase in 
gang violence; from adolescent suicide 
and mental health to the latest youth 
fashions.

Where has the church been in this 
conversation? Are we aware o f  where 
our teens are? Do we make a difference? 
Do we have something to say tha t is 
indeed heard by young people? Are we 
reaching youth with the gospel? Have 
we lost a generation o f  leaders for the 
church?

With Nazarene Youth Week February 
3 to 9, the timing seemed right for the 
Herald to talk to some Nazarene youth 
leaders abou t o u r  young people. We 
spoke with:

Ron Jackson, youth minister at Ola
the, Kans., College Church. He has a 
decade o f  experience in m in is try  to 
children and youth. Ron didn 't  grow up 
in the church but attended several VBS 
programs as a child. He was saved while 
a student at the University o f  Alabama.

Ed Robinson, associate professor o f  
religious education at Nazarene T heo
logical Seminary. Specializing in youth 
ministry, Ed has w orked with teens 
since 1971 in several churches. He is 
currently senior high Sunday School 
teacher at the Shawnee, Kans., Church 
and is the proud father o f  two teenage 
girls.

Susie Shellenberger is editor o f  Brio, 
a magazine for teen girls published by 
Focus on the Family. She has served as 
senior high pastor at Bethany, Okla., 
Church, has taught in public schools, 
a n d  is a p o p u l a r  n a t i o n a l  y o u t h  
speaker.

Mark Gilroy, who conducted the in
terview, is senior curriculum editor for

NYI Ministries at Nazarene H eadquar
ters.

Gilroy: W hat are some of the dis
tinguishing characteristics o f today’s 
youth culture?

Robinson: W h a t’s distinguishing is 
that significantly more o f  our teens are 
in crisis than in other times. In particu
lar, the problems, like substance abuse, 
that arise out o f  dysfunctional families 
are a solid part o f  the mainstream of  
youth  culture, because dysfunctional

families are part o f  the mainstream of  
American life.

Jackson: W hen 1 th ink of  youth cul
ture, I th ink  o f  fast. The changes are so 
rapid. The clothes they buy today may 
be out o f  style tomorrow. I don 't  think 
our kids can keep up. Youth today are 
anxious because so m any choices con
front them. This rapid change is taking 
its toll. How do you be still and  know

that G od is G od  when you never take 
time to  stop and reflect?

Shellenberger: We need to think o: 
music too. Kids are saturated with mu
sic; kids are living in music. I can’t 
think o f  a more powerful cultural influ
ence. Nine- and  10-year-olds are buying 
a lbum s like N asty as they wanna be by 
2 Live Crew. Music for teens represents 
freedom as a release valve that eases the 
difficult transitions o f  adolescence. All 
they have to  do is crank up the stereo 
and  it reinforces em otions like anger. 
Negatively or positively, it helps many 
teens build an identity.

Robinson: A n o th e r  issue tha t  cuts 
across all socio-economic boundaries is 
th a t  o f  freedom  a n d  independence. 
Fifth and  sixth graders are expected to, 
and  do, make most o f  their own deci
sions, whether o r  not they are ready for 
such responsibility.

Gilroy: What about teenage spiritu
ality? Are many teens living a Christian 
life?

Jackson: Teens today are no more or 
less spiritual than  when 1 started youth 
ministry 10 years ago. Even though our 
teens live in a tough env ironm ent to be 
a Christian, you can still find kids who 
are close to the Lord and  desire every
th ing tha t G o d  w ants  for the ir  lives. 
And you still have teens who are mar
ginal, or who show up at church just 
because they are forced to by their par
ents. O ne concern that I have is that for 
some teenagers, spirituality is compart
mentalized. They a ttend  church where 
they have the right attitudes and an
swers, but their religion doesn’t extend 
to other areas o f  their  lives, like school.

Shellenberger: 1 believe m any  teens 
want to be com m itted  but have a hard 
tim e understanding what it means to 
really live a life o f  holiness. How many 
kids actually believe it’s possible to live
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a life without sin? They don 't  under
stand sanctification and the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. Maybe it's not their 
fault. Maybe when it comes to holiness, 
we adults haven't believed it. taught it. 
or modeled it.

Robinson: There’s just as high a level 
of commitment to Jesus Christ am ong 
some teenagers as the re  has always 
been. One interesting difference is that 
today's teenagers seem to be more here 
and now with their spirituality. They 
want to express their faith immediately 
and change the world right now, which 
of course could be very positive. They 
aren’t as concerned about the future ex
pression of faith, so there’s not the con 
cern for preparing for a vocation  of  
ministry.

Another problem with today's teens 
is biblical illiteracy. They simply aren’t 
rooted in historical Christianity. If we're 
honest, we know tha t this is not simply 
a youth issue.

Gilroy: Is the church effectively min
istering to today's teenagers?

Shellenberger: Yes. I see a lot o f  
youth leaders dissatisfied with games 
and parties. They're 
taking their kids on 
m is s io n  t r i p s .
They’re getting into 
schools. They're in
volved in o n e -o n -  
one m in is try  a n d  
discipleship. These 
dynamics a r e n ' t  
happening e v e r y 
where. but I th ink  th e y ’re part o f  a 
trend.

Robinson: We do  p retty  well p ro 
gramming for kids who already com e to 
church, but we haven’t figured out how 
to penetrate youth culture in general. A 
lot of Christian kids at tend church in 
the world at large. But there are many 
kids not tied to the  chu rch  at all—  
particularly in the urban inner city. We 
must learn to take youth ministry from 
the suburbs to the inner city.

Jackson: I th ink the traditional ways 
are still the best, like one-to-one minis
try, exciting programs, even things from 
the '50s like fifth-quarter parties after 
football games. T hey  need to  be re
packaged for today's teenagers. I think 
we are most effective w'hen we provide 
high-energy programs that really chal
lenge our teens to do something.

Gilroy: What are the major obstacles 
to youth ministry ?

Shellenberger: Today's kids aren 't in 
it for the long haul. It's hard to convince

them  that the best things in life take 
time. They want it all now. My prayers 
answered now, G o d ’s will revealed now: 
M a n y  te e n s  d o n ' t  h ave  lo ng -range  
goals. It's no different in their spiritual 
lives.

Jackson: Competition. W hen I first 
started in youth ministry. 1 didn 't have 
to sell myself or the importance of  a 
youth program to teens and their par
ents. I d idn’t have to explain why w'e 
were doing every activity. It was enough 
for them  to know that we were minis
tering to the teens, sharing with them, 
and listening to them. Now teens and 
parents size everything up. Church is 
just one more thing to be involved in. If 
a particular program offers what they 
want, they’ll attend, but sometim es I 
lose to the VCR and to other forms of 
entertainment.

Robinson: Time. K ids d o n ’t have 
time, nor do we, to do all the traditional 
programs. Some kids d o n ’t become in
volved in the activities we offer because 
they live in dysfunctional families, lack 
hom e support, work too much, or for 
other legitimate and nonlegitimate rea

sons. I t ’s tou g h  to 
get them involved.

G i l r o y :  W h a t  
must we do to make 
youth m inistry e f
fective in the 1990s? 
Robinson: We need 
to minister to all of 
o u r  teenagers’ sys
tems, with the fam

ily being most important.
Also, the church needs to capture a 

vision for youth ministry in the city. 
This will m ean  developing nontradi-  
tional models o f  ministry.

One other thing that you might see in 
some of  the large churches is the hiring 
o f  youth  m inisters  for p repubescent 
children— fifth and sixth graders.

Jackson: I think we’re going to have 
to be more involved in activities that 
minister to the whole family. We must 
also evaluate programs and activities to 
m a k e  su re  th e y  h av e  p u r p o s e  a n d  
meaning.

Shellenberger: O ne o f  o u r  biggest 
challenges will be working with teens 
who are from broken homes. We have 
to show them  the beautiful things that 
are still in store for them. M any kids 
d o n ’t have the security  o f  ex tended 
families. We will have to take up the 
slack in youth ministry. In m any ways, 
our task will be to become the extended 
families our teens d o n ’t have. m

TAKING TIME 
FOR TEENS

BY GARY SIVEWRIGHT

I  received a letter recently  from 
a young  w o m a n  1 h ad  n o t  seen 
in 16 years. She told the  story o f  
her  life th a t  was so messed u p  I 
h u r t  to  th in k  o f  all she had  gone 
through . She started  her  le tter  by 
saying, “ I d o n ’t  know  if  you re
m e m b e r  me, bu t  as m y  youth  
m in is te r  you to o k  t im e  for me.” 
W h e n  she needed  to  get her  life 
back  together, she re tu rn ed  to  
the  chu rch  an d  to  the  people 
w ho  had  t im e  for her  16 years 
before.

I f  it is t ru e  th a t  m os t  Naza- 
rene ch u rch  m e m b e rs  today  
were conver ted  before the  age o f  
18; i f  it is t rue  th a t  a p e rso n ’s 
values are es tablished before 
high school gradua tion ;  if  it is 
t ru e  th a t  m e m o rie s  o f  security  
an d  com fo r t  created d u r in g  the  
teen  years are never forgotten; 
w h a t  w ou ld  you  say is the  best 
inves tm en t o f  chu rch  m oney  
a n d  tim e? Recently, N ew sw eek  
po in ted  ou t th a t  to d a y ’s teenager 
faces incredible obstacles— m ore  
pressure th a n  any  o th e r  gener
ation. T h e  reason m ost young  
people survive is “ so m e caring 
a d u l t  f igure w ho  was a co n s tan t  
in th a t  k id ’s life” ( N ew sw eek  
Special Edition ,  S um m er/F a l l  
1990).

In the  ’90s there  will be m o re  
teens th a n  in the  ’80s. We ca n 
n o t  hope  to  have enough  profes
sional you th  m in is te rs  to  n u r 
tu re  every ch u rch  you th  group. 
G o d  will need  to  raise up  m e n  
a n d  w o m en  w ho  will open  up  
the ir  h o m e s  an d  lives to  teens 
w ho  w an t  to  know  if  an y body  
cares en o u g h  to  walk w ith  them , 
laugh with  them , an d  listen to  
them . It could  ju s t  be th a t  life 
will go easier an d  heaven  will 
bec o m e  a reality for o u r  young  
people because so m e o n e  “took  
t im e  for them .”

G a ry  S iv e w rig h t is  g e n e ra l d ire c to r  
o f  N Y I M in is tr ie s  in  K a n s a s  City, m

February  3 -9  
is N a za re n e  
Youth W e e k

February 1 9 9 1 7



General Superintendent’s

VI WPOINT
Nothing to Do but Save 

Souls
BY RAYMOND W. HURN, GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT

I n th e  yea r  th a t  th e  W esleyan 
world celebrates the  200 th  a n 
niversary o f  the  d ea th  o f  John  
W e s l e y ,  N a z a r e n e s  h a v e  

p lanned  o u r  m ost aggressive evange
listic th ru s t .  F ro m  E a s te r  1991, to  
Easter 1992, the  277 distric ts w orld 
wide have pledged to  inco rpo ra te  into 
full m e m b e rsh ip  94,062 new  N a z a 
renes.

This  will b r ing  us closer to  the  ta r
get year 1995, w hen  we p lan  to  have 
1 m illion  N azarene  m em bers .  N az a
renes on  a b road  front have been  cha l
lenged by this  vision. It is an  at tractive 
vision, an d  an  a t ta inab le  one. We are 
c o m m it te d  to  this  vision. T h e  “ H a r 
vest N o w ” th e m e  is a c lea r  call to  
s o u l - w in n in g  e v a n g e l ism .  In “ H is  
Spirit” we will “go an d  m a k e  disci
ples” (M atthew  28:19, NIV). In so d o 
ing we are in step with the  spirit o f  
John  Wesley.

In m os t  m a tte rs  except evangelism, 
Wesley was careful to  be in h a rm o n y  
with trad i t ion  an d  good order. W in 
ning  souls, however, was a different 
matter.  W hile he  s topped  short o f  the 
crass p ragm atism  so m e tim es  im plied  
in “ the  en d s  just ify  the  m eans ,” he 
was flexible enough  to  do  w hatever  it 
took  to  get the  jo b  done. H e was an  
innova tive  evangelist. H e  really d id  
n o t  like open-a ir  p reach ing  b u t  p rac
ticed it nonetheless  for 50 years, be
cause he cou ld  m eet h u n d red s  m ore  
in  o p e n  f ie lds  th a n  in s id e  c h u r c h  
buildings. D u rin g  a n in e -m o n th  pe
riod  in 1739, his biographer, L uke Ty- 
e r m a n ,  c a lc u la te d  th a t  o u t  o f  500

Inscribed on the base of this London statue 
is John Wesley’s vision: “The World Is My 
Parish.”

t im es  Wesley preached, only  eight ser
m o n s  were delivered in churches. At 
first he was re luc tan t  to  o rda in  m in is 
ters o r  to  install w o m en  as class lead
ers. But he d id  bo th  in o rder  to  “go 
an d  m a k e  disciples.” He co n s tan t ly  
em p o w e red  o th e rs  to  ca rry  o u t  the  
G rea t  C o m m iss io n ,  an d  so m u s t  we.

Early N azarene  p ioneers  were also 
ex trem ely  resourceful in p ro m o t io n  
o f  the  doc t r ine  o f  holiness, an d  we are 
beneficiaries  o f  the ir  inventive  genius. 
P erhaps  in the  Year o f  “ Harvest Now,” 
we could  re tu rn  to  a m o re  progressive.

ou trea ch in g  style o f  evangelistic lead
ership. In 1989 we b roke  all church 
p la n t in g  records by es tab lish ing  766 
new congregations  (m o re  th a n  2 per 
day). C a n 't  we d o  a little m o re  in ev
ery N azarene  c h u rc h  to  w in the  lost, 
the  lonely, the  laggard? C a n 't  we care 
e n o u g h  to  b e c o m e  aggressive about 
o u r  friends, neighbors, a n d  relatives 
to  in c o rp o ra te  th e m  in to  o u r  circles 
o f  f r iendsh ip  an d  love?

Every N azarene  ch u rc h  will w an t  to 
carefully p lan  to  d o  evangelism. The 
s t ruc tu re  for a local ch u rc h  evange
lism an d  m e m b e rsh ip  c o m m it t e e  is in 
place. A c o m m it te e  o f  no t fewer than 
three m ay  be a lready  at w ork  as pre
scribed by M a n u a l Paragraph  1 10. If 
not,  one  shou ld  be ac tiva ted  im m ed i
ately to  th ink ,  pray. plan, a n d  w ork  to 
p ro m o te  evangelism. D u tie s  o f  the  lo
cal e v a n g e l ism  c o m m i t t e e  inc lude 
these:

•  S tu d y  t h e  w a y s  to  e m p h a s i z e  
evangelism.

•  I m p le m e n t  th e  d e n o m in a t io n a l  
p lan  o f  evangelism.

•  H elp  new conve r ts  to  qualify  for 
chu rch  m em bersh ip .

•  Bring new peop le  in to  the  fellow
sh ip  an d  service.

•  D evelop c o n t in u in g  p ro g ra m s of 
spiritual gu idance  for all m e m b e rs  of 
the  local body.

•  P la n  o n e  a n n u a l  rev iva l  c a m 
paign by a c o m m iss io n e d  (o r  regis
tered) N azarene  evangelist.

•  A c t i v e ly  n u r t u r e  p r o s p e c t iv e  
m em bers .
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All of the above is ou t l in ed  in the 
church M a n u a l  for y o u r  gu id a n ce .  
Use practical m e a n s  now  ava ilab le  
such as m e m b ersh ip  app l ica t ion  b ro 
chures. personal sou l-w inner  train ing, 
assignment o f  S u n d a y  S choo l  class 
evangelistic coord ina to rs ,  an d  m o n t h 
ly reports on activities o f  the  evan 
gelism and chu rch  m e m b e rsh ip  c o m 
mittee. “By all m e an s  save som e.”

I would repeat for N azarene  co n s id 
eration W e s le y 's  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  
Methodists. He said. “ It is no t  your  
business to preach so m a n y  t im es  an d  
to take care o f  this  o r  th a t  society; bu t  
to save as m a n y  souls as you can; to 
bnngas m any s inners  as you possibly 
can to repentance, a n d  with  all y ou r  
power to build th e m  up  in tha t  ho li
ness without w hich  they c a n n o t  see 
the Lord."1

Wesley constantly faced opposit ion  
in his aggressive evange l is t ic  a c t iv 
ities. In one place som e people  stirred 
up their servants to  ring bells while he 
tried to preach. Wesley on ly  increased 
the intensity o f  his appeal “ until his 
voice prevailed so th a t  m o re  o f  those  
who were p resen t  h e a rd  th e  w o rd s  
which were able to  save the ir  souls.” :

In this year of 
“H arvest Now,” c a n ’t 
w e do a little m ore to 
win the lost, the  
lonely, the laggard?

C an  you im ag ine  th a t  scene? Servants 
scattered a ro u n d  the  perim eter,  h id 
ing in the  trees a n d  on  the  hilltops, 
try ing to  d ro w n  o u t  the  so u n d  o f  Wes
ley’s voice. He o n c e  in s t ru c te d  his 
p re a c h e rs  th a t  it w as the  “ co o p in g  
y o u r s e l v e s  u p  in  r o o m s  t h a t  h a s  
d a m p e d  the  work o f  G o d  w hich  never 
was an d  never will be carried  o u t  to 
any  pu rp o se  w ith o u t  going ou t in to

the highways an d  hedges and  co m p e l
ling p oo r  sinners to  co m e  in."'

We are just if iab ly  p roud  o f  the m e n  
an d  w o m en  (abou t 500) w ho a t tem p t 
to  w ork full- time ho ld ing  N azarene 
r e v iv a ls .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v a n g e l i s t  
Leighton Ford, upon  learning ab o u t  
these n u m b e rs  o f  evangelists, told  me 
ab o u t  three years ago th a t  he did not 
kn o w  o n e  o th e r  g ro u p  in A m e r ic a  
c redentia ling  an d  sending  forth such 
a large co rp s  o f  evangelists .  T h e re  
m us t  be a deep an d  genu ine  th irst  to 
win souls for this  to  be possible today. 
Let us give praise to  G o d  for o u r  G od-  
called evangelists.

O n e  great N azarene asset is th a t  o u r  
m iss ion  has n o t  changed . Like the  
M ethodists  o f  old, we are expected  to 
live holy lives. O u r  mission is the  p ro 
m o tio n  an d  propaga tion  o f  scriptural 
holiness in the  Wesleyan tradition . We 
u n d e r s ta n d  eve ryw here  th a t  th is  is 
o u r  m is s io n .  Let us be agg ress ive  
ab o u t  this  task th ro u g h o u t  1991 and  
beyond.

R e fe re n c e  N otes
1 Robert C olem an, N oth ing  to D o  bu t to Save Souls, 

(G rand Rapids: Zondervan /F ranc is Asbury Press, 1990),
16.

2. Ibid., 17
3 Ibid.. 33 ^

JO H N  4:35b, N iv

That the W orld  M ay Know —  GO!

  '

THE YEAR OF 
THE HARVEST
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Kay Jam es
I was inspired by the November article by pro-life champion 

Kay James. Mrs. James demonstrates that a Christian view on 
ethical issues can be effectively communicated to a nation lost in 
moral confusion. I was encouraged to see the denomination 
highlight her efforts to defend the rights of prenatal children.

I was equally disappointed to read in the August Herald that 
Cecil Andrus, the governor of Idaho, brought the commence
ment message to the Northwest Nazarene College graduating 
class. Last March, Governor Andrus vetoed a pro-life bill. . .  .

T hom as D avidson  
Stewartstow n. Pa.

Harder than Heaven
In the October issue of the Herald o f  Holiness “Question Box” 

under Secret Orders, you said, in part, “their inability to qualify 
for church membership in no way affects their membership in 
the church universal, and no way threatens their salvation.” 1 
agree wholeheartedly. Last Sunday after Sunday School, I told 
one of my students it’s harder to get into the Church of the Naz
arene than it is to get into heaven.

Are we saying that we are super-Christian? Are our standards 
higher than heaven’s? Remember when a divorced Christian, 
saved and sanctified, was barred from membership? Could we be 
the Pharisees of our day?

I reviewed your October editorial in our Sunday School class. 
We spent the entire hour discussing it. Most writers are “parrots,” 
but your writings are original and thought provoking.

Robert S. H all 
London. O hio

Very Bad Answer
Greetings on the outstanding work done on our Herald o f  Ho

liness. For the most part, you have been on the right side of every 
discussion. But. you blew it badly in the recent issue . . .

I refer to your very bad answer to the question of “secret soci
eties” from which we are exhorted to refrain from “membership 
in and fellowship with.” While pastoring . .  . years ago . . .  we had 
a couple who had found the Lord and really became active in the 
church . . .  This couple was both members of the Masonic order 
. . .  They both quit attending meetings . .  . they ceased altogether 
to “have fellowship with” them. However, all their insurance was 
involved with the Masonic Order, and they were of an age that 
approached retirement and too old to get health and life insur
ance elsewhere. They were welcomed into the fellowship of our 
church AFTER I had counseled with General Superintendent 
Morrison. His decision, which was generally applied thereafter 
throughout the church, was, “These people were no longer mem
bers of a secret order since they no longer attended the meetings. 
Their dues were sent in as to an insurance company and the 
Masonic Order to them was just another insurance company; 
they do not Fit the description of the M anual." I later checked this 
decision (without telling him of Dr. Morrison's decision) with 
General Superintendent Chapman, who independently made the 
same . . . interpretation.

There is nothing in grace that obligates one to act contrary to 
good sense and humane judgment. The burden you would place 
upon sincere Christians is certainly in excess of the love of God. 
Can you envision such a heartless decision as you indicate as 
being in keeping with the grace and love that forgives? Should we 
not always place greater precedent upon one's commitment to 
Jesus as the final test, not commitment to any human organiza
tion? Please reaffirm your usual good sense and objectivity and 
don’t allow yourself to be manipulated.

N eal C. Dirk.se 
C 'orva/lis. Oreg.

Good and Bad
I was both blessed and bewildered by two pieces that you wrote 

in the October issue. Your article about the second work of grace, 
“Entire Sanctification." was not only intellectually stimulating 
but thrilled my soul as well. I believe you did much to clear up 
and put in perspective not only this particularly difficult doctrine 
but also the more general problem of the relationship of church 
doctrine (in general) to personal faith. Thank you for the time 
and effort that it must have taken to put on paper the very heart 
of an exceptionally complex subject in such an understandable 
manner.

It was not more than 20 minutes after reading that article, 
while still basking in its warmth, that I read the question and 
answer page in the same issue, and my blood ran cold. Your re
sponse to the question regarding church membership to the man

,vM m j t h a t  V o a \ ie  g r a v e d  i d  r l c o k / 6  c H f t i * T ,  HOvu 
'BOUT t P O l l W 6  OOP- ADOLT -VL Sl*£AV S U t O L  O A S S "
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who belonged to  t h e  M a s o n i c  L o d g e  h a s  m e  so  b e f u d d l e d  t h a t  
I've reread it so  m a n y  t i m e s  I b e l i e v e  I k n o w  it by  h e a r t .  F irs t ,  let  
me say that I a g ree  w i th  e v e ry  w o r d  y o u  w r o t e  a b o u t  i n v o l v e m e n t  
rathe Lodge a n d  its a f fe c t  o n  C h r i s t i a n  life. . . .

However, i f  I c o r r e c t ly  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h i s  m a n  w a s  
not actively in v o lv e d  b u t  m e r e l y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  “ p a p e r ” r e l a 
tionship with th e  L o d g e  t o  p r o t e c t  h e a l t h  a n d  life i n s u r a n c e  p o l 
icies for a wife in p o o r  h e a l th .  Y ou  u n d e r s t o o d  th i s  a s  well, s in c e  
you stated that ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N a z 
arene church, t h i s  in  n o  w a y  a f f e c te d  h is  m e m b e r s h i p  in  t h e  
Church Universal  o r  h is  s a lv a t io n .

This is w here  I b e c o m e  c o n f u s e d .  You. in effec t ,  to ld  t h i s  m a n  
that although he  w a s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o d y  o f  
Chnst. he co u ld  n o t  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a r e n e .  
Do you see th e  p r o b l e m  w i th  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ?  T h i s  m a n  is g o o d  
enough for Je sus  C h r i s t  b u t  n o t  g o o d  e n o u g h  fo r  o u r  d e n o m i n a 
tion . . .  we h a v e  m a d e  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  o u r  M a n u a l  s u p e r s e d e  a n d  
replace its in ten t .  I c a n ' t  f ig u re  o u t  i f  o u r  L o rd  is l a u g h i n g  o r  
crying at this folly.

D an R in zem a  
Sorthvillc, Mich.

G etting the S ingle Secret Out
Three cheers  for  t h e  H e r a ld '  1 w a n t  to  c o m m e n d  t h e  H e r a ld  o f  

Holiness for th e i r  O c t o b e r  199 0  issue  t h a t  f e a tu r e d  a r t i c l e s  o n  
single adults. C h u r c h e s  large  a n d  s m a l l  n e e d  to  r e c o g n iz e  all  th e  
potential o f  th e  s in g le  a d u l t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t io n s .

Statistics show t h a t  a l m o s t  h a l f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is s in g le — by  
choice, th rough  d iv o rc e ,  o r  w i d o w e d .  I f  t h e  c h u r c h  is to  e f fe c 
tively minister  to  all. th e y  m u s t  n o t  o v e r l o o k  s in g le  a d u l t s .

Thanks for g e t t in g  t h e  s e c re t  ou t!
Sherry  /  H owe  
Ponca I 7/r. Okla.

H olin ess and S inglen ess
1 have just  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  O c t o b e r  199 0  H e r a ld  o f  H o l in e s s  a n d  

have been deeply m o v e d  by th e  tw o  m a j o r  to p ic s ,  h o l in e s s  a n d  
singleness. C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h o l in e s s .  I r e c o g n iz e ,  t h r o u g h  b e in g  
raised in the c h u r c h  a n d  a t t e n d i n g  tw o  N a z a r e n e  co l leges ,  th a t  
the need for h e a r t  h o l i n e s s  is e s s e n t i a l  fo r  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w th ,  b u t  
was under the  m i s c o n s t r u e d  i d e a  f r o m  s o m e  t e a c h i n g  I r e c e iv e d  
that a 15- o r  6 0 - m i n u t e  t i m e  a t  t h e  a l t a r  w a s  a  c o m p l e t e  s a n c t i f i 
cation experience. T h a n k  y o u  fo r  c o n f i r m i n g  t h r o u g h  th e  H oly  
Spirit what th e  H o ly  S p i r i t  w a s  t e a c h i n g  m e .

Concerning t h e  s in g l e n e s s  issue .  1 h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  
church has g iven  th e  i m p r e s s io n  t h a t  i f  y o u  w e re  m a r r i e d  y o u  
were complete. I r e m e m b e r  o n e  s in g le  m a n  w h o  p a s t o r e d  o n  th e  
Upstate New Y ork D i s t r i c t  w h e n  I w a s  g r o w i n g  up .  In  fact,  I h a d  
the privilege o f  h a v i n g  h i m  as  my c a m p  c o u n s e l o r .  I r e m e m b e r  
the unfairness h e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  w e l l - m e a n i n g  c h u r c h  p e o p l e  b e 
cause he was single . T h i s  m a n  w a s  Dr.  A lv in  L a w h e a d .

Thank you for  t h e  a r t i c l e s  in  t h i s  issue .  I a m  stil l a m a z e d  a t  th e  
impact of  y o u r  a r t i c l e s  o n  my life.

G ary Poker 
U averly  \  >

D elighted  with the H era ld
Asa single p e r s o n  fa r  f r o m  m y  fam ily ,  I n e e d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  

ard strength in m y  dai ly  life. . . .
I think th e  H e r a ld  h a s  a  g o o d  va r ie ty  o f  s u b je c t s .  I h a v e  a n  

open mind, a n d  I w a n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a r n  a t  a l m o s t  78.
M arian S h u m a ker  
Som erset. Pa.

Capital Punishm ent
It was d i s tu r b in g  to  r e a d  in  t h e  H e r a ld  o f  J u ly  1990  ( p a g e  36)  

that over 70% o f  N a z a r e n e s  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t .  
Vet in the s a m e  issue  th e  a r t i c le  " P e a c e  a n d  F r e e d o m ” ( p a g e  30)

THE HERALD OF H O U X E SS  
A Herald  in Every Hom e

Fill out this form and mail today to 
start receiving the Herald o f  
Holiness. For faster service, 
call toll-free 1-800-877-0700.

Enter my subscription for
□  One year. $9.00
□  Two years. $17.00
□  Three years. $25.00 

□  Enter a gift subscription at ^
$ for year(s) and send to:

Name

A ddress

T i n  S ta te /P r o v Z ip

□  Bill me
□  Enclosed is m v  check for $

To charge your order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free
1-800-877-0700.

N a m e

Address

City________________________S ta te /P rov .____________Zip

Phone ( )

Make checks payable to: Herald o f Holiness
The local Church of the Nazarene I attend is

Nam e of Chureh .. .

Address

C i t y _______________________ S ta te /P rov .___________ Zip

If ordering by m ail, clip and send to:
The H e ra ld  o f  H o lin e s s

N azarene  Pub lish ing  H ouse 
P.O. Box 419527  •  K ansas  City. MO 64141

p r o v i d e d  t h e  m o s t  t e l l in g  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t  
— t h e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  e r ro r .  T h e  a r t i c l e  g ives  t h e  s to ry  o f  a m a n  
w r o n g ly  c o n v i c t e d  o f  m u r d e r  w h o  s p e n t  l 1 y e a r s  in p r i so n .  In 
C a n a d a  r e c e n t ly  a n o t h e r  m a n  w r o n g fu l ly  c o n v i c t e d  o f  m u r d e r  
w a s  r e le a se d  f ro m  p r i s o n  a f t e r  1 1 y ears .  H a d  th e s e  m e n  b e e n  e x 
e c u t e d .  n o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  g iv en .  O f  c o u rse ,  
t h e i r  lost  1 1 y e a r s  c a n  n e v e r  b e  r e s to r e d ,  b u t  s o m e  r e d re ss  is p o s 
sible.

W h a t e v e r  a r g u m e n t s  m ay  b e  m a d e  in  f a v o r  o f  c a p i t a l  p u n 
i s h m e n t .  t h e y  all  fail b e fo re  t h e  fact  t h a t  it is p o s s ib le  fo r  a  m a n  
to  b e  e x e c u t e d  for  a  c r i m e  h e  d id  n o t  c o m m i t .

Garnet G. Irivett 
Sim eoe. Out

H erald  Helpful
Y o u r  g r e a t  r e l ig io u s  m a g a z i n e  is t h e  b es t  in  t h e  w o r ld .  1 c a n ' t  

w a i t  u n t i l  it c o m e s  . . . K e e p  t h e  H e r a ld  c o m i n g .  It h a s  h e lp e d  m e  
t h r o u g h  life m a n y  t im e s .

Peho Poster  
C olum bus, Ohio

Bh
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R O G E R  L. HAHN

Portraits o f  Jesus in John

The Bridegroom and His 
Friend(s)

It is necessary fo r  h im  to in 
crease, but fo r  m e  to  decrease  
(John 3:30).*

Jo h n  the  Baptist 's  w itness to  
Jesus is an  im p o r ta n t  th e m e  
in the  fourth  Gospel.  T he  

o p en ing  verses describe Jo h n  bear
ing witness to  the  light. In John  
1:29 an d  1:34. he calls Jesus the  
L a m b  o f  G od. T h e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  
John  the  Baptist 's  witness to  Jesus 
co m es  in Jo h n  3:27-30.

A ccording to  Jo h n  3:22-23, bo th  
Jesus and  Jo h n  the  Baptist were 
con d u c t in g  bapt iz ing  minis tr ies  
nea r  each other. Verse 26 implies 
th a t  John  the  Baptist 's  followers felt 
the  two m inistr ies were co m p etin g  
with each other. T hey  c o m p la in ed  
th a t  “everyone” was going to  Jesus 
and, thus, no  o ne  was c o m in g  to 
them . John  the  Baptist 's  disciples 
describe Jesus as “the  o ne  to  w h o m  
you have bo rn e  witness." T h e  tense 
o f  the  G reek  verb for “have bo rn e  
witness" implies tha t  Jo h n  the  Bap
tist's past witness to  Jesus was still 
effectively p o in t ing  to  Him.

Jo h n  the  Baptist replied to  his 
disciples in verses 27-30. He re
fused to  be d raw n  in to  c o m p e t i 
tion. H e declared  th a t  his m in is try  
was no t his own. It was a gift from 
G od. N o one  “owns" his ministry. 
True m in is try  only  hap p e n s  w hen  
G o d  is at work. W h e n  G o d  is at 
work, there is no  c o m p e ti t io n  a m o n g  
those w ho  are G o d ’s workers.

J o h n  explained  the  way his m in 
istry an d  Jesus' should  be u n d e r 
s tood  in verse 29. Jesus is the 
Bridegroom , an d  He has  the  bride. 
John  the Baptist is the  friend o f  the  
Bridegroom . T h e  friend o f  the  
b r idegroom  was an  agent for the  
groom , m a k in g  the  necessary p rep 
ara tions  a n d  arrangem ents .  He was

obviously a very im p o r ta n t  figure 
at a wedding. It is ju s t  as obvious 
th a t  the  friend o f  the  bridegroom  
was no t as im p o r ta n t  as the  groom . 
T h e  friend o f  the  g room  does not 
rejoice in his ow n status. He re
jo ices  at the  fu lfi l lm ent o f  the 
groom.

T here  m ay  have been a p u n  bv 
Jo h n  the  Baptist in verse 29. T h e  
friend o f  the  g room  s tands  an d  
“ hears" h im  acco rd ing  to  m ost 
translations. In Hebrew, the  word 
for hear  (shem a) m e a n s  bo th  to 
h ea r  an d  to  obey. T h e  g ro o m ’s 
friend obeys the  g room  in the  a r
ran g e m en ts  for the  wedding. John  
the  Baptist obeys Jesus— th u s  in d i
ca ting  Jesus’ superiority  to  Jo h n  
h im se lf  Jo h n  then  rem ark s  th a t  his 
joy  is fulfilled. T h e  G reek  
tense again  suggests an  o n 
going result o f  J o h n ’s joy.
H is joy  h ad  been m a d e  full 
a t  som e p o in t  in the  past, 
a n d  it co n t in u es  to  over
flow. His joy  was m a d e  full 
by his o b ed ien t  witness to  
Jesus. Joy m a y  b ec o m e  full 
for us in the  sam e way.

T h e  c l im actic  s ta tem en t  
is verse 30. Literally, it is 
transla ted ,  “ It is necessary 
for h im  to increase a n d  for 
m e  to  decrease.” T h e  phrase , “ It is 
necessary,” was a  f requent expres
sion in Ju d a ism  to  describe G o d ’s 
will. It is so m e tim es  referred to  as 
d iv ine  necessity. It reflects Jo h n 's  
rem a rk  in verse 27 th a t  his m in is 
try was a gift f rom G o d  a n d  th a t  he 
could  no t m a k e  it m o re  th a n  G o d  
in te n d ed  it to  be. T h e  m in is try  o f  
po in ting  to  Chris t  always requires 
th a t  we decrease  an d  C hris t  in 
crease. To the  degree th a t  devo t ion  
is given to  h u m a n  witnesses instead  
o f  Jesus himself, the  devo t ion  given

to Jesus decreases. Lor devo t ion  to 
C hris t  to  increase, devo t ion  given 
to  people  m u s t  decrease. Today, 
m a n y  witnesses o f  Chris t  hav e a t 
t e m p te d  to  gain dev o t io n  for th e m 
selves as well as for Jesus. It simply 
will not work.

O u r  cu l tu re  m akes  it easy to  be 
d raw n  in to  c o m p e ti t io n ,  even in 
church . W h e n  th a t  happens ,  the 
role o f  Chris t  as the  B ridegroom  is 
d im in ished .  C o m p e t i t io n  m ay  in 
crease us. b u t  it d o e s n ' t  increase 
Christ .  T h e  B ridegroom  cou ld  use 
m o re  friends w ho  will say. like 
Jo h n  the  Baptist, “ It is necessary 
for h im  to  increase, bu t  for m e  to 
decrease.” O therw ise , the  world  
m ay  never  know  the  real Bride
groom.

Jfyhat happens when 
people brag on themselves 
while they are witnessing 

for Christ?

For fu r th e r  study: ( I)  R e a d  John  
th e  B ap tist's  w itness to  Jesus in 
John 1:19-36. (2) R e a d  R evela tion  
21:1-14 fo r  th e  fu tu r e  o f  th e  B ride  
o f  Christ. (3) L is t th ree  w ays in  
w hich Jesus co u ld  increase  a n d  you  
co u ld  decrease in  y o u r  s itu a tio n  o f  
service. D ecide w hich on e  o f  these  
y o u  will ta ck le  th is  week.

‘Unless otherwise noted, the biblical quotations in this article 
are the author's own translation

R oger L. H ahn teaches biblical studies 
at Southern Nazarene University. ^
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The Narrow Gate

The entrance into the garden 
of God's  luxurious blessings 
is very narrow. The accep

tance of God's forgiveness in Christ 
is relatively easy in com parison with 
the decision to give G od exclusive 
control of life.

The biblical call to holiness is a 
call to enjoy the rich gifts o f  G o d ’s 
grace in Christ. The promises and 
blessings are pictured in lavish lan
guage in the Word. I find myself es
pecially drawn to the promise in 
Ephesians 1:19-20 that the very same 
power that raised Christ from the 
dead is the energy working in us.

The blessings and promises o f  God 
are like a garden or an orchard or a 
vineyard at harvesttime. W hat can 
surpass the joy of  eating a vine- 
ripened tomato on a wonderful A u
gust day? or the tantalizing taste o f  a 
tree-ripened Bing cherry?

The primary problem with this 
garden of God's  blessing is that the 
entrance gate is so narrow. The pro- 
fuse gifts of God's grace are only 
granted to those who are willing to 
pay the price of  total consecration 
-to those who are willing to submit 
to the Lordship of  Christ without 
qualification.

The young couple was still griev
ing over the death o f  their firstborn 
at birth. In the presence of  Christian 
friends and family they had come 
forward to an altar to pray. After two 
hours of intense struggle, the young 
husband rose, shook his head, and 
declared: “Nope, the price is too 
high!" He had been kneeling at the 
gate for two hours and  found that 
the gate was too narrow.

The blessings of  the holy life are 
available only to those who will sub
mit to God’s exclusive call. The call 
is decisive and specific. Paul pictures 
the call for us in R om ans  6:17-19:
But God be thanked, you . . . have

yielded  whole-hearted obedience to 
. . . becom e slaves o f  righteousness 
. . . I mean, as you once yielded your 
bodies to the service o f  im purity  and  
lawlessness, m aking  for m oral an
archy, so now you m ust yield  them  to 
the service o f  righteousness, m aking  
fo r  a holy life (NEB). In Greek the 
verb, “m ust yield" is a decisive 
word— it calls for a once-for-all ex
clusive presentation of  ourselves to 
G od and G od alone.

In verse 22. Paul uses the garden 
m etaphor  to speak o f  such a com 
mitment: “ But now' that you have 
been set free from sin and have be
com e slaves to God. the benefit you 
reap leads to holiness, and the result 
is eternal life" (NIV).

In entering the narrow gate it be
comes necessary to release 
all personal security sys
tems, all those things 
which we hold dear or 
long to retain.

The struggle usually 
boils down to a particular 
test case for each indi
vidual— and the test case 
is as varied as are those 
who stand before the gate.
Prayers will usually sound 
like this: “ Lord. I offer 
myself to You, BUT . .
(and then follows the reservation: the 
issue so difficult that it is nearly im 
possible to release).

The release o f  that final item, 
whether it be a possession, a favorite 
sin, a beloved person, a hidden em o
tional pain, a festering hatred, a pri
vate dream, a personal disappoint
ment. or rejection, forms the fulcrum 
of  the struggle. The ability to say the 
"U ltim ate YES" to G o d ’s will is the 
m om en t  o f  entrance through the 
narrow gate o f  entire consecration. 
There is no victory in the struggle. 
The only genuine victory is the re
lease o f  everything to G od (old-tim

ers in the church used to speak of 
“dying out to self").

The key to spiritual development 
is the willingness to make an exclu
sive presentation of  y ourself to God. 
Then the dynam ic and wonderful 
privileges of  the garden of  G o d ’s 
blessing are available for the picking. 
In the language of  2 Corinthians 
1:21-22, the harvest we reap is a new; 
God-given stability and the gift of 
G od 's  Holy Spirit to guarantee that 
G od will complete what He has 
promised in His Word.

Suggested Spiritual Journal Exer
cises:

1. Describe the nature of  your 
personal struggle at the narrow en
trance to the garden of God's bless
ings. Com pare your own response

with the biblical call to exclusive 
com m itm ent.

2. If the m om ent of entire conse
cration as a second definitive crisis 
was completed earlier in your life, 
write an entry of  reaffirmation and 
validation of  the current nature of 
your exclusive com m itm en t to God.

3. Do a survey of  your closest 
friends to determine the nature of  
their individual “test cases” and then 
write a reflective essay on the com 
m on elements in those decisions.

M orris A. W eige lt teaches New Tes
tament and spiritual formation at Naza
rene Theological Seminary. ^

H ee knelt at the gate for two 
hours but finally decided 

that it was too narrow.
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INDIANAPOLIS MINISTRY 
BEGINS HOMELESS LUNCH 
PROGRAM
S hepherd  C o m m u n ity  has s ta r ted  a 
weekday hot lunch program for home
less persons, according to John Hay. 
Jr.. director. The Indianapolis  urban 
m inistry  started the Homeless Daily 
Lunch program with grants from Indi
anapolis Westside Church of the Naza
rene and  N az a ren e  C o m p a ss io n a te  
Ministries Canada/U.S.

The program was begun November 
26 as numerous guests from the com 
munity gathered to dedicate the new 
ministry. John F. Hay. Sr.. Indianapolis 
D istr ic t  supe r in tenden t ,  o ffe red  the 
prayer o f  dedication. Others on hand 
fo r  the f irs t  m eal in c lu d ed  Ray R. 
Irvin, city/county councilman; Sister 
Nancy Crowder, Homeless Network of 
Indianapolis  chairperson; and Bruce 
Taylor. C hurch  F edera t ion  o f  In d i
anapolis executive director.

“Offering opportunities for homeless 
hospitality and recovery is the sacred 
responsibility of the church.” Hay, Jr., 
said. "Nutrition is a vital part of home
less recovery. How can homeless per
sons get back on their feet if they don’t 
have enough to eat?”

The lunch program operates out of a 
12,000 square foot warehouse, which 
in c lu d e s  a 2 2 0 - s e a t  d in in g  ro o m ,  
kitchen, food pantry, and day center. 
The warehouse was purchased in 1988 
by the Indianapolis District and reno
vated by the Builders Association of

Greater Indianapolis in 1990.
The d a i ly  lunch p ro g ra m  will be 

funded through contributions of friends 
and supportive organizations, accord
ing to Hay. The program will expand to 
sev en  d ays  a w eek  w hen  a d e q u a te  
funding is secured. No monies are re
c e iv e d  from  c i ty ,  s ta te ,  o r  f e d e ra l  
sources.

Shepherd Community began in 1986 
as both a local Church of  the Nazarene 
and a com passionate ministry center. 
The center works with families and in
dividuals living on Indianapolis' near 
east side, offering food and clothing 
distribution, after-school programs for 
children, recovery and support groups, 
and crisis intervention.

NYI MINISTRIES MAKES STAFF CHANGES
NYI Ministries has made several staff 
c h a n g e s  f o l lo w in g  the e l e c t io n  o f  
Randy Cloud as director of Adult Min
istries. according to Gary Sivewright, 
NYI Ministries director.

Cloud previously served as NYI ex
ecutive editor.

Carol Gritton has been appointed ed
itor of the Senior High WordAction se
ries curriculum. Gritton has served as 
editor of Adult Mission Education cur
riculum and NW MS' Focus, as interim 
editor of One magazine, and as editori
al assistant o f  B read  m agazine.  She 
and her family have returned to Kansas 
City from O rlando ,  Fla., where her

husband, Mark, was youth pas tor  at 
Central Church of the Nazarene.

In other staff changes, Mark Gilroy 
will be senior curriculum editor, super
vising the work of youth editors and 
editing the WordAction Young Adult 
curriculum. Alan E. Johnson will serve 
as senior program editor for TOTAL, 
q u iz z in g  and  c a m p  m a te r i a l s ,  and  
Youth Week and M ission Education 
curriculum. Karen DeSollar will serve 
as NYI office manager and liaison be
tween NYI Ministries and the N aza
rene Publishing House. She will also 
continue her duties as editor of Bread  
and Teens Today.

Shepherd Com m unity w ill provide hoi 
lunches for homeless persons on week
days in the dining room of the ministry’s 
day center.

NAZARENES IN SOUTH 
AMERICA TARGET CITIES 
FOR EVANGELISTIC THRUST
T h ir ty - f iv e  c i t ie s  th ro u g h o u t  South 
America have been targeted for a spe
cial evangelistic  thrust, according to 
Louie Bustle, South America Regional 
director. The effort is a direct result of 
the success of  the Thrust to the Cities 
program in Sao Paulo. Brazil, in 1989.

The strategy calls for the multiplica
tion of churches, missions, and prayer 
ce lls  in the S ou th  A m e r ic a n  cities. 
New pastors will also receive training 
as they work to start new churches.

"This strategy of evangelism is ex
citing," said Bustle. "The fantastic suc
cess is a result o f  evangel is t ic  cam
paigns in prayer cells, missions, local 
churches, and city-wide campaigns.”

Bustle reports that recently, 189 new 
people were converted within a month 
in S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e ,  a m o n g  the II 
churches  there. In Sao Paulo nearly 
100 persons were converted during a 
two-day city-wide campaign.

"We believe this is only the begin
ning of  a decade o f  fabulous church 
growth in South America," Bustle said.
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A volunteer at the Sharing Place in Toronto helps a student learn English through the min
istry’s English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) classes. The Sharing Place is an outreach 
ministry of Toronto Grace Church of the Nazarene offering assistance to refugee families 
in the inner city. The church also serves as home to four congregations including English, 
Portuguese, and two Spanish groups.

TORONTO THRUST YEAR ENDS ON SUCCESSFUL NOTE
The spotlight is off Toronto, but Naza- 
renes in that Canadian city are excited 
about the future, according to Marjorie 
Osborne, T arge t  T o ro n to  d i r e c to r .  
Toronto served as the focus of the de
nomination's Thrust to the Cities pro
gram in 1990.

Fifteen new churches have been es
tablished through the Thrust emphasis. 
Three of those  are  fu lly  o rg a n iz e d  
churches, w h i le  12 a re  l i s te d  as 
Church-Type Missions (CTMs). Target 
Toronto has a goal of 27 new' churches 
by May 1992, according to Osborne.

One of the most exciting aspects of 
the Target Toronto is the Sharing Place. 
Osborne said. The Sharing Place is a 
compassionate m inistry  organization 
operating ou t o f  T o r o n t o ’s G ra c e  
Church of the Nazarene. Prior to 1990, 
approximately 20 persons attended the 
church. Now four congregations share 
the building inc lud ing  tw o S pan ish  
groups and a Portuguese and English 
congregation. A group of Cambodians 
worship in the English services, receiv
ing interpretation through headsets.

Frank K lassen  and  F loyd  P erra s  
serve as co-pastors o f  the church and 
co-directors of the Sharing Place. The 
compassionate m in is t ry  d is t r ib u te s

food and clothing and provides coun
seling . In its first year, the Sharing  
Place has served more than 2,000 fami
lies (with three paid staff members and 
m ore  than 50 vo lu n te e rs ) .  O sbo rne  
said.

"The most exciting aspect of the past 
year has been the new converts," Os
b o rn e  sa id .  "A t  leas t  a d o z e n  new 
Christians are baptized each month at a 
combined celebration service. We start
ed by celebrating what we hoped God 
w ou ld  do. Now' we are ce le b ra t in g  
what God has done."

Seoul, Korea, is the Thrust city for 
1991.

NAE RELEASES LATEST 
MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS
Membership in the National Associa
tion of Evangelicals has reached nearly 
4.6 million members, according to a re
port r e le a se d  rec en t ly  by the N A E 
Board of  Administration. This repre
sents 42,175 local congregations in 48 
d e n o m in a t io n s .  The repor t  a lso  r e 
vealed that the denominations, includ
ing three denominational subunits, rep
resent 67.851 ministers and operate 77 
colleges and 20 theological seminaries.

The report was based on information 
provided by the churches and represent 
1989 figures. The statistics represent 
U.S. operations only.

The study provides a valuable tool 
that can be used for the association and 
member churches in planning, evaluat
ing and understanding their ministries, 
according to Billy A. Melvin. NAE ex
e c u t iv e  d irec to r .  “ B e ca u se  o f  the ir  
commitment to Spirit-directed ministry, 
evange l ica ls  have not a lways based 
ministry on hard data." he said. "Now, 
however, we have the beginnings of  a 
resource bank that should contribute to 
more effective and cooperative m in 
istry."

T h e  C h u r c h  o f  the  N a z a r e n e  
(561.253 U.S. 1989 members) is one of 
the largest members of the NAE. rank
ing second behind the Assemblies of 
God (1,266,982 members).

NAE is a partnership of  Protestant 
denominations committed to exploring 
greater avenues of ministry in order to 
fo rm  a un ited  and s trong  vo ice  for  
evangelical Christ ianity  in America. 
N A E’s evangelical denominations rep
resen t a l te rn a t iv es  to the o lder  and 
more inclusive Protestant churches as
sociated with the National Council of 
Churches.

NTS ANNOUNCES WORSHIP AND MUSIC CONFERENCE
Nazarene Theological Seminary will 
host a conference on Nazarene w or
ship and m usic June 3-5, 1991, ac 
co rd ing  to A1 Truesda le ,  NTS a c a 
d e m ic  dea n .  S p o n so re d  jo in t ly  by 
N T S ,  L i l l e n a s ,  and  P a s to ra l  M in 
istries, the them e o f  the conference 
will be "Traditions in Transition.”

“We will explore the role of  music 
and worship for developing and trans
m i t t in g  the  fa i th  o f  the  C h r is t ia n  
C h u r c h ,” T ru e sd a le  sa id .  “ We are

seeking to bring together pastors, m u
sic ministers, theology professors, and 
church music professors for dialogue 
and refining of the shared vision of  the 
mission of music in the worship of the 
church.”

Robert Webber, author of Worship 
Is a Verb, and a professor at Wheaton 
College, will be the featured resource 
person for the conference. The confer
ence will also feature various work
shops centered around the theme.
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BRITISH COLLEGE APPROVED FOR NEW DEGREE

Lawrence Williams and his 
guide dog, Barnabas.

NPH OFFERS MAGAZINE 
FOR THE BLIND
More than 450 blind persons through
out the world are able to read articles 
from the H era ld  o f  H oliness, W orld  
M ission  magazine. Come Ye Apart, and 
other holiness literature through a spe
cial braille magazine offered by Naza
rene Publishing House.

The Holiness Evangel is a bimonth
ly magazine printed in braille. It is of
fered at no charge to persons who are 
legally blind, according to Margaret 
Primrose. Holiness Evangel editor.

The H oliness E vangel was e s ta b 
lished in I960 as a direct result of the 
work of two Nazarene elders, Boyd C. 
Hancock and P. J. Smith. Hancock, a 
former district superintendent of North 
Arkansas who was himself blind, pre
sented a resolution to the 1956 General 
Assembly calling for a commission to 
study the needs of blind persons. The 
resolution was adopted and a commis
sion was formed.

In 1957, P. J. Smith started a braille 
m agaz ine .  L igh t o f  L ife , which was 
merged with the new H oliness E van
gel in 1960.

Lawrence Williams, a blind evange
list, serves as editorial consultant for 
the H oliness Evangel. Williams, who 
was blinded through a series of acci
dents as a child, writes an editorial for 
each issue as well as some articles.

NPH also offers cassette versions of 
World M ission  magazine and mission 
reading books for the blind.

For more information about the H o
liness Evangel and other materials for 
the blind, contact Nazarene Publishing 
House at P.O. Box 4 19527 ,  Kansas 
City, MO 64141. or call 816-931-1900.

N a z a r e n e  T h e o l o g ic a l  C o l le g e  in 
Manchester, England, has received ap
proval to offer a master of arts degree, 
a c c o r d in g  to  H e r b e r t  M c G o n ig le ,  
British Isles Nazarene College princi
pal. The Council for National A cadem
ic Awards in London gave its approval 
for the new degree, which will be of
fered beginning September 1991.

T h e  d e g r e e ,  c a l le d  " A s p e c t s  o f  
Christian Holiness." is the only post-

Billy G ra h am ’s Hong Kong Crusade, 
which ended N ovem ber  18, was the 
largest single outreach in his 40 years 
of ministry, according to officials with 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa
tion. The 29,000-seat Hong Kong Sta
dium was filled to capacity in each of 
the five meetings. An estimated 25 mil
lion people at tended 70,000 satellite 
and video crusades in m ore than 30 
countries in Asia.

A c c o rd in g  to  the  B i l ly  G ra h a m

graduate degree in Britain that has an 
in-depth focus on the Wesleyan tradi
tion's influence on Christian spirituali
ty. according to McGonigle.

"The college is uniquely placed in 
that Manchester has the most important 
Wesleyan library resource in Britain,” 
M cG onig le  said. "It is expected  that 
this one-year postgraduate degree will 
attract students from Britain, Europe, 
Africa, and North America."

Evangelistic Association, an average of 
4 ,7 6 2  p e r s o n s  c a m e  f o r w a r d  each 
e v e n in g  to m a k e  a c o m m i tm e n t  to 
Christ. This would increase the number 
of Protestant Christians in Hong Kong 
by nearly 10 percent.

"In some ways. I feel that I am ready 
to go to heaven now." Graham said. "1 
have seen the greatest crusade of my 
life, which I never dreamed 1 would see 
at my age. We are thrilled, and we give 
all the glory to the Lord."

W H Y
m i l l i o n s

b e l i e v e

U M . i ^ r w W « i r r

| RUSSELL V. DeLONG

t h e  a l l u r i n g  

a t t r a c t i o n

O F  THE C R O S S

Why Millions Believe

B y  Les lie  P a rro tt
Five reasons  fo r  be liev ing  in and  c e le 
b ra ting  the  R e su rre c tio n  today. 20  
pages.

H H 0 8 3 -4 1 0 -9 7 6 X  pkg . Of 5, $ 1 .25  
10 pkgs., $ 1 1 .25 ;
25 pkgs., $ 25 .0 0

The Alluring Attraction of the Cross
B y  R usse ll V. D eL on g  
F ocuses on th e  p o w e r o f the  C ro ss  
to  m o ve  m en  a n d  w o m e n  to w a rd  
G od. 16 pages.

H H 0 8 3 -4 1 0 -9 7 5 1  pkg . o f 5, $ 1 .25  
10 pkgs., $ 11 .2 5 ;
25 pkgs., $ 2 5 .0 0

Give the Message of the Cross and Resurrection to a Friend

Order toll-free 1 -8 0 0 -8 7 7 -0 7 0 0  7:30  A.M.-4 :3 0  RM. ce n tra l tim e  

N a za re n e  Publish ing  H o u se  •  Box 4 19 527  •  Kansas City, m o 64141

BILLY GRAHAM HONG KONG CRUSADE IS LARGEST EVER
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MEMBERSHIP IN DENOMINATIONS CHANGES LITTLE
Continuing a trend going hack to the 
mid-1960s, m a n y  U .S .  m a in l in e  
Protestant denom inat ions  saw small 
membership losses in 1988, while the 
Roman Catholic church  and several 
conservative denom inations recorded 
gains, according to the Yearbook o f  
American and  C a n a d ia n  C h u rch es  
1990.

With a few exceptions, most of the 
gains and losses were small, reflecting 
changes of less than 1 percent from the 
previous year.

Reports from  m o re  than  200  
U.S. religious b o d ie s  s h o w e d  tha t 
145,382,738 or 38.7 percent o f  Ameri
cans belonged to one of  their churches, 
synagogues, or religious congregations 
in 1988. This represents an overall gain 
of 1.1 percent over the 1987 total, dur
ing a time when the total U.S. popula
tion increased hy one percent.

The 32 Protestant,  O rthodox ,  and 
Anglican member churches of  the Na
tional Council of Churches showed a 
drop in in c lu s iv e  m e m b e r s h ip  to 
41,951.333. down from the previous 
year's total of 42.047,.344.

THAT THE 
WORLD MAY 

KNOW

CHURCH OF THE N AZAR EN E  
STEW ARDSHIP S E R V I C E S

E A S T E R
O F F E R I N G  
FOR WORLD EVANGELISM

U.S. religious bodies showing a net 
inclusive m em bersh ip  gain included 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
(6 .2 7  p e r c e n t ) ,  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  
Church of the Foursquare Gospel (3.32 
percent), the Roman Catholic church 
(9.08 percent) ,  and the Presbyterian  
Church in America (9.08 percent).

U.S. church bodies showing m em 
bership losses included the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (0.69 per
cent), the Reformed Church in Ameri
ca (1.34 percent), the United Church of 
Christ (1.07 percent), and the United 
Methodist Church (0.76 percent).

During the same period the Church 
of the Nazarene showed an increase in 
inclusive m em bersh ip  in the U.S. of 
1.56 percent from 543.762 to 552.264.

NIROGA BOARD PLANS FOR 
20TH ANNIVERSARY
The National NIROGA Board, made 
up of the directors of NIROGAs in the 
U .S .  an d  C a n a d a ,  m e t  r e c e n t ly  in 
K a n s a s  C ity ,  a c c o r d in g  to R a n d y  
Cloud. Adult Ministries director. The 
board discussed plans for the 20th an
niversary celebration of NIROGA and 
scheduled the gatherings through 1992.

The anniversary celebration will be
gin at the Glorieta, N.Mex., NIROGA 
in S ep te m b er  1992 and will be o b 
served in each of the NIROGA gather
ings through spring 1993. according to 
Cloud.

NIROGA serves as an annual gath
e r in g  for  s e n io r  a d u l ts  at six s ites  
throughout the U.S. and Canada. Addi
tional locations are under consideration 
for 1993.

GRANT TO ENABLE TNC 
TO PLUG INTO COMPUTER 
NETWORK
Trevecca Nazarene College has been 
awarded a $30,000 grant from the Na
tional Science Foundation enabling the 
college to access a national computer 
network.

In a d d i t io n  to T N C , f iv e  o th e r  
Nashville institutions received grants 
from NSF. The grants will fund the 
costs associated with interconnecting 
computers at each school.

George Jetter spoke recently at the dedi
cation of the Free Enterprise Business 
Center on the campus of Mount Vernon 
Nazarene College. The 17,000 square foot 
fa c ility  was a g ift from Je tte r and his 
wife. The center includes classrooms, of
fices, and meeting rooms for MVNC and 
the surrounding community.

Jetter is president of Fort Recovery in
dustries, In c ., and chairm an of the f i 
nance com m ittee  of MVNC’s Board of 
Trustees.

The com puter  network will allow 
each institution access to computer re
sources and services at the other cam
puses. The campus computers will also 
share in Vanderbilt's access to NSFnet 
and BITnet. a global network of educa
tional institutions.

The computer network will provide 
TN C  access  to in fo rm ation  and re 
sources normally available only at larg
er research-oriented universities.

NNC RECEIVES $300,000  
GRANT FOR RESEARCH
Northwest Nazarene College has re
ceived a $300,000 grant from the M. J. 
Murdock Charitable Trust, according 
to Darrell Marks, chairman of the Divi
sion of Mathematics and Natural Sci
ence. The grant will be used to aug
ment natural science research programs 
at the college.

"The grant will raise the quality of 
our research p rog ram ."  M arks said. 
"We have a good research program, 
and this grant provides the opportunity 
to achieve a new level of excellence."

Marks said the grant will make it 
possible for junior and senior students 
to spend summers in research at NNC. 
Previously, summer research has been 
conducted  in conjunction with other 
collettes and universities.
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1. W hich of these re lig ious o rgan i
zations plans to  open an au tom ob ile  
assem b ly  p lant called Panda M o to rs  
Corporation in China?

A. Jehovah’s W itnesses
B. Seventh-Day Adventists
C. Jerry Falwell’s Television 

M in istries
D. Rev. M oon and the 

Unification Church

February’s

10-Point Qou'z
2. W hich of the fo llow ing  states re

cently passed a ve to -p roo f bill tha t re
qu ire s  fem a les  17 years  o f age and 
younger to  obtain parental consent fo r 
abortions?

A. M ontana C. M ississ ippi
B. M ichigan D. M issouri

3. The m e m bersh ip  g ro w th  o f the 
Church of the Nazarene fo r 1990 was 
3.11 percent. W hich of the fo llo w in g  
d e n o m in a tio n s , a cco rd in g  to  C h ris 
t ia n ity  Today , lo s t 39 pe rcen t o f its  
m em bership during 1987 and 1988?

A. D isciples of Christ
B. M issouri Synod Lutheran
C. United M ethodist Church
D. Assem blies of God

4. E n te r ta in m e n t:  A c c o rd in g  to  
A m e ric a n  D e m o g ra p h ics , w h a t p e r
centage of its budget does the typical 
Am erican fa m ily  spend on e n te rta in 
ment?

A. 18% C. 30%
B. 5% D. 9%

5. W hich of the fo llow ing  th e o lo g i
cal sem inaries is in jeopardy of losing 
accreditation because it has no wom en 
on its board?

A. W estm inster Theological 
Seminary

B. Nazarene Theological Seminary
C. Union Theological Sem inary (Va.)
D. Dallas Theological Sem inary

6 . The U n ited  B ib le  S o c ie tie s  a n 
nounced tha t the last o ffic ia l national 
language in the w orld  has recently re
ceived a transla tion of the New Testa
ment. The nation involved is

A. M ongolian People’s Republic
B. Malawi
C. Albania
D. Yemen

7. How costly  is the Christm as s p ir
it? Though the 1990 figures  aren ’t in 
yet, estim ates based on s ta tis tics from  
1988  and 1 9 8 9  sh o w  the  “ average 
Am erican househo ld ” spent w h ich  of 
the fo llo w in g  am oun ts  fo r  C hristm as 
g ifts?

A. $595
B. $1,100
C. $260
D .$705

8. C h ris tians  are concerned  about 
A m e rica ’s r is ing  c rim e  rate. Persons 
aged 18 to  24 make up 11 percent of 
the popu la tion  and accoun t fo r  w hat 
percentage of arrests?

A. 31%
B. 15%
C. 82%
D. 26%

9. Accord ing  to FBI U n ifo rm  Crime 
R epo rts  and the  Bureau o f C ensus, 
w hich of the fo llow ing  pairs of states 
heads the list of m ost serious crim es 
p e r capita?

A. New York and Pennsylvania
B. M ichigan and M aryland
C. Florida and Texas
D. California and Alaska

1 0  .A c c o rd in g  to  a re c e n t R o p e r 
Poll, fo r every hour spent in church , 
U.S. a d u lts  spend how  m any h o u rs  
watch ing te levision?

A. 4
B. 15
C. 12
D. 45

Answers on page 44.

Y outh  in M is s io n  . . .
continued from  page 5

had  AIDS. We also w orked  with  Latin 
A m er ican  refugee ch ild ren  an d  Asian 
teenagers. We even saw the  casework
er  side o f  social w ork  by serving in an 
office for a local char i ty  organization.

My favorite par t  was w ork ing  with 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e  A ID S .  I'd 
never k n o w n  an y o n e  w ith  AIDS, and 
I d id n ’t know  w hat  to  expect. O n ce  we 
got there, I d iscovered these children 
are ju s t  like o th e r  kids, except they are 
smaller.

O n e  little boy had  co n tra c te d  AIDS 
th rough  a b lood  transfusion.  He be
c a m e  d ea r  to  m y  heart. H e  was smart 
an d  full o f  life a n d  so m u c h  fun. I kept 
t h in k in g ,  “ W h y  w o u ld  G o d  allow 
so m e o n e  to  die w ho  has  so m u c h  to 
give?”

I though t,  G od ,  th is  isn ’t fair. Death 
is no t  fair. W h y  is this  h a p p e n in g  to 
him ?

My qu es t io n s  m a d e  m e  go deeper 
w i th  G o d  a s  I s o u g h t  a n s w e r s .  I 
le a r n e d  th a t  G o d ’s w ays  a re  wiser 
th a n  m ine,  even th o u g h  I c a n n o t  al
ways u n d e rs ta n d  them . It was a good 
test for m y  faith.

T h e  experience changed  m y  heart 
a n d  m y  perspective.  We o f ten  find 
o u r s e lv e s  c o n f o r m i n g  to  w h a t  we 
th ink  C hr is t ians  sh o u ld  be. o r  we try 
to  p u t  G o d  in a box. O n ly  w hen  we 
recognize th a t  G o d  c a n ’t be p u t  in a 
box— th a t  He is G o d  to  th e  homeless, 
to  A ID S victims, an d  to  us— with  all 
o f  o u r  q u es t io n s— can  we really see 
H is power. I realized while  I was there 
th a t  G o d  m ee ts  p eo p le  r igh t  where 
they are. He w orks  w ith  us an d  loves 
us. Even before we say “Yes, G od, I 
w an t  You,” He w an ts  us.

I feel like I m a d e  a difference in San 
Francisco . I th in k  G o d  sen t  m e  to 
work with  people  w ho  n eeded  m e  at 
th a t  tim e. I believe H e ’s also going to 
send so m e o n e  b eh in d  m e  to  finish up 
the  work. I feel like we p la n ted  a lot of 
seeds, an d  we m a y  never be able to  see 
those  grow in to  m aturity ,  b u t  G o d ’s 
going to  take  care o f  that.  M ore  than 
m e  help ing  others, G o d  used o thers  to 
help  m e in m y  life th ro u g h  m y  sum 
m e r  o f  Youth in Mission.

For  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  YIM, 
co n tac t  Dale Fallon, 6401 T h e  Paseo, 
K ansas  City, M O  64131.

J e a n e tte  G a rd n e r is  a s s is ta n t  e d ito r  o f 
B re ad  m a g a z in e  a n d  Teens T oday ^
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We Have What It Takes
I watched an afternoon talk show 

that focused on pregnant women 
who used crack cocaine. The host 

of the show interviewed three women 
who were in a drug recovery program, 
grilling them mercilessly about why 
each had kept smoking crack even af
ter they knew they were pregnant.
Didn't they care about the health of 
the babies'?

By the time the audience was let 
loose to question the women, the hos
tility level had risen to a fevered pitch. 
One by one, the outraged audience 
members stood up and angrily scolded 
and condemned the women who. be
tween them, had used every' drug, 
prostituted, and stolen to maintain 
their habits. “Any woman known to 
use drugs should be sterilized," one 
woman declared. Another suggested 
locking them all up in prison and try
ing them for child abuse. The three 
women became defensive, and soon 
the guests and the audience were 
caught in a cycle of blame and retali
ation that allowed for little helpful 
communication.

1 switched off the television, feeling 
outraged at the enormous struggle the 
babies of drug-addicted moms had to 
face, through no fault of their own. Yet 
1 came away realizing that it is always 
easier to blame than to constructively 
prevent the same awful things from re
curring.

Several weeks later, I met a family 
nurse practitioner who has chosen not 
to discount women who have been on 
the downward spiral. Instead, she has 
found a way to make a difference.

When Martha Ryan walks into a 
24-hour emergency family shelter in 
the Haight Ashbury district of San 
Francisco, she warmly greets each 
woman by name. Ryan is the director 
of the Homeless Prenatal Program at 
the Hamilton Family Center.

One might ask why a medical pro
fessional would give uninsured, ex
pectant moms more than the per
functory medical check. Why? She 
responds, “I do it for the babies, and I

do it for the moms too.”
On a typical day at the shelter, Mar

tha. a tall, strawberry blonde, bends 
down to peer into one of the 70 single 
beds scattered throughout the church 
basement. A single mother and her 
three-day-old baby are nestled in the 
corner of their bed. “Don't you look 
terrific!" Martha exclaims, receiving a 
grateful smile in return. Martha takes 
the opportunity to bend down along
side the bunk and find out how the 
early days of motherhood have been 
for this young mom. The rapport be
tween the two is telling. They trust 
each other.

When Martha Ryan began the 
Homeless Prenatal Program a year 
ago. she did so with a simple but pow
erful philosophy that has informed ev
ery service offered: Every woman 
wants a healthy baby, and people can 
change. Martha and her staff have 
proven that a woman antic
ipating the birth of a child, 
whether her first or her 
fifth, can hear an appeal 
that comes with the prom
ise of help to get off drugs 
and deliver a healthy baby.

Martha recalls con
fronting one woman, a 
chronic substance abuser 
who had hit rock bottom.
“What do you think you 
are doing to that baby?
You've got to stop doing 
drugs.” The woman began to cry. and 
Martha stepped close and said, “Lis
ten. I'll help. You aren't alone in this.”

That promise of being a helpful 
companion to women in need is the 
key to Martha’s success. Being present, 
actively advocating for medical and so
cial services, listening, and providing a 
regular support group are the ways she 
earns the mothers' trust. Then she is 
free to confront and comfort them 
because the women know she really cares.

Several years ago, when Martha was 
beginning a master's degree in public 
health specializing in maternal and 
prenatal health, a friend suggested she

drop in at the shelter. After volun
teering one night a week for a year, a 
dream took form in Martha's mind. 
Why not develop a multiphase pro
gram to help connect these uninsured, 
overstressed, and needy moms into 
available health care'.’ Martha wrote a 
compelling grant proposal that the 
first foundation funded. For approxi
mately the same cost as the hospital 
stay and social service advocacy for 
one drug baby. Ryan has hired part- 
time case workers, outfitted a medical 
office, recruited volunteer outreach 
workers, and served 75 pregnant 
women.

Because of Martha Ryan and her 
staff, a world of difference is being 
made for some tiny infants who don't 
yet know how lucky they are.

Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:40 re
mind us that. “What you do for the 
least of these, you have done unto me” 
(paraphrase mine). Fragile babies and 
homeless moms can make it if we of
fer long-term love in the name of 
Jesus. Lots of our churches have base
ments that go unused most of the 
week. Most churches have medical 
professionals in the congregation. We 
have what it takes to make a differ
ence!
R ebecca  Laird Is a professional writer 
and editor She is also a PK. and is 
married to a minister She lives in San 
Francisco. ^

I  do it for the babies and I  
do it for the moms too,” 

says Martha Ryan.
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Mercy, Mercy!

From  a local p ap e r  I gleaned 
this  t idbit  o f  history. East o f  
O lathe. Kans., sits a barn  

th a t  used to  be a  house. W hen  
Q uan tr i l l 's  guerillas ap p ro a ch ed  the 
place back  in Civil War days, the 
farm er 's  wife hid her  h u sb a n d  in a 
p o ta to  b in  u n d e r  the  k itchen  floor. 
She concealed  the  trap  d o o r  with  a 
rug, p laced on  the  rug a rocking 
chair, and  there she sat. her  baby 
on  her  lap. w hen  the  raiders b roke 
in to  the  house.

W h e n  the  ban d i ts  inqu ired  ab o u t  
her  husband ,  she replied, “ He isn’t 
in the  house.” T h u s  his life was 
spared.

Now  the  plot quickens,  th ickens, 
an d  sickens. T h e  next day  she a t 
te n d ed  ch u rch  b u t  was den ied  
C o m m u n io n .  T h e  deacons  said, 
“You lied.”

T h e  d ough ty  w o m a n  responded  
b lun tly  to  the ir  charge. “ D eacon  
One. 1 saw' you going in to  the 
w idow ’s house. D eacon  Two. you 
sold m e a barrel o f  apples th a t  was 
ro tten  at the  bo ttom . D eacon  
Three, you chea ted  m e on a m e a 
sure o f  oats.” She th e n  insisted tha t 
her  husb a n d  had no t been in  the 
house bu t u n d e r  it.

She was im m edia te ly  restored to 
C o m m u n io n ,  an d  she could  surely 
be pa rd o n e d  if  the  bread an d  w ine 
had  an  u n ac cu s to m ed  sweetness to  
her  taste.

T h e  story serves as c o m m e n ta ry  
on the  w ords o f  Jesus, “ D o  not 
judge, o r  you  too  will be ju d g e d ”

(M atthew  7:1, NIV). T hose  w ho 
w ould  judge  o the rs  m u s t  be sure 
the ir  ow n lives are scrupulously  
hones t  an d  clean. Rarely is h u m a n  
ju d g m e n t  an y th in g  m ore  th a n  the  
pot calling the  kettle black.

Both in the  world a n d  in the 
chu rch  there  is a responsibility  for 
preserving o rd e r  by exercising ju d g 
m ent.  W ith o u t  courts ,  trials, and  
ju d g m e n ts ,  society w ou ld  be d o m i 
na ted  by cr im ina ls  an d  ana rchy  
would  result. W ith o u t  d iscipline 
a n d  ju d g m e n t ,  the  integrity and  
credibility o f  the  ch u rch  w ould  be 
forfeited. T hose  w ho  judge  ac t in 
co rpora te  capacities, n o t  as ind iv id 
uals seeking revenge o r  re
m ov ing  obstacles to  the  
fu lfi l lm ent o f  personal  a m 
bitions. It is im p o r ta n t  th a t  
they be persons  o f  uprigh t 
character, too  large-souled 
to  s toop  to  petty  actions.

T h o se  o f  us w ho  ca n n o t  
judge  in an  official capac
ity shou ld  no t judge  at all.
We m u s t  d isc rim ina te ,  bu t  
we shou ld  n o t  co n d e m n .
We. w ho requ ired  co n s tan t  
mercy, shou ld  n o t  im pose 
strict justice. “All have s in n e d ” is a 
biblical t ru th  th a t  d isqualif ies  us 
from ju d g in g  o n e  another .  In the  
con tex t o f  th a t  s ta te m en t  o f  un iver
sal guilt, Paul declares th a t  one  sin
ner  ju d g in g  a n o th e r  is inexcusable 
(R o m a n s  2:1).

T h e  sam e con tex t  th a t  b ran d s  
m a n ’s ju d g m e n t  inexcusable, a f 

f i rm s  th a t  G o d ’s ju d g m e n t  is ines
capab le  (vv. 2-3). T h e  d iv ine  ju d g 
m e n t  pene tra tes  even " the  secrets 
o f  m e n ” (v. 16). so that,  ultimately, 
all cases will be solved an d  all o f 
fenders will be sentenced.

Mercy t r iu m p h s  over justice, 
however, in the  cross o f  Jesus 
Christ. G u il ty  s inners  are accepted 
a n d  forgiven w hen  they  trus t  in 
C hris t  as the ir  s in -bear ing  Savior. 
T h e  sins th a t  G o d  forgives for 
C h r is t’s sake will no t  accuse us at 
the  final ju d g m e n t .  G o d  is "just 
an d  the  ju s t i f ie r” o f  those  w ho 
h u m b ly  seek His p a rd o n in g  
mercies.

T hose  w ho  have received mercy 
shou ld  d ispense mercy. T h e  for
given shou ld  be forgiving. Ind iv id 
ual C hris t ian  life shou ld  be focused 
a t the  m ercy  seat, n o t  the  ju d g m e n t  
seat.
W. E. M cC u m b e r is a N azarene  
preacher, teacher, author, a n d  former 
editor o f the Herald o f H oliness. ^

T hhe next day she attended 
church but was denied 

Communion.
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THE LENGTHENING SHADOW 
OF MR. WESLEY

A Bicentennial Commemoration o f  Our Wesleyan Heritage
BY WESLEY TRACY

J ohn Wesley was a small man. He stood 5'6" With these words on his lips, John Wesley, our 
tall and never weighed m ore than  135 ecclesiastical ancestor, died on M arch 2, 1791: 
pounds. Yet he cast a long shadow, a 

shadow that stretches across 200 years and puts a J the chief o f  sinners am
“goodly heritage” in our path today. But Jesus died for me.'
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W h e n  J o h n  W esley w as u sh e re d  
in to  the  realm  o f  eternal spring, the  
M ethodists  felt the  loss ever so keenly.
T hey  knew  th a t  the  kn igh t a n d  b ishop  
o f  the ir  cause was gone.

W h e n  all th a t  was m or ta l  o f  John  
Wesley was laid to  rest n ea r  City  Road  
Chapel,  L on d o n ,  th o u sa n d s  gathered  
to  m o u rn .  T h e  M ethod is ts ’ es t im ate  
o f  Mr. Wesley cou ld  no t be m issed— they elected 100 m en 
to  take his place. T h e  t ru th  was that,  even 100 strong, these 
good m e n  could  n o t  fill the  shoes o f  Jo h n  Wesley.

T h e  British new spapers  carried  the  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
John  Wesley’s death. It was the  cu s to m  u p o n  the  d ea th  o f  a 
“ no tab le” to  publish  the  
value o f  his estate. W ith 
th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
Wesley’s dea th  they s im 
ply sta ted , “ Lef t  n o th 
ing.” T h is  was a sort o f  
f i n a l  v i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
Wesley. M a n y  th o u g h t  
tha t  he was getting rich 
f r o m  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  
b o o k  sales. But w hen  he 
“left nothing,” even the 
G entlem an 's M agazine, 
which had  blasted Wes
ley repeatedly, published  
this a long with his dea th  
a n n o u n c e m e n t .

It is im possib le to  
deny  h im  the  m erit  
o f  hav ing  d o n e  in 
f in i te  go o d  to  th e  
l o w e r  c l a s s e s  o f  
p e o p l e  . . .  By t h e  
h u m a n e  endeavo rs  
o f  h i m  a n d  h i s  
b ro ther ,  Charles,  a 
sense o f  decency in 
m ora ls  a n d  religion 
was in t r o d u c e d  in 
th e  lo w es t  c lasses  
o f  m a n k i n d ,  t h e  
i g n o r a n t  w ere  i n 
s t r u c t e d ,  a n d  th e  
w r e t c h e d  re l iev ed  
a n d  th e  a b a n d o n e d  rec la im ed .
. . .  He m u s t  be cons idered  as one  
o f  the  m os t  ex trao rd inary  ch a r
acters  th is  o r  any  o th e r  age has 
ever p roduced .2

Wesley’s shadow  o f  in f luence  is im m e n se  an d  growing. 
Wesley was the  bu ilde r  o f  the  bridge over which the  religion 
o f  the  P ro tes tan t  R efo rm a tion  era traveled to  en te r  m o d e rn  
times. P robably  no  one  d u r in g  th is  ce n tu ry  in f luenced  the  
growth o f  educa t ion  more, from literacy t ra in ing  to  college 
level work. Wesley gave Eng land  a social conscience, show
ing the  way for prison reform, social welfare, an d  h u m a n  
rights. T h e  antislavery m o v e m e n t  was helped by Wesleyan 
preaching, teaching, an d  organiz ing  o f  sugar boycotts  to  
o p p o s e  th e  s lave  t ra d e .  W esley  a n d  h is  s p i r i tu a l  d e 
scendan ts  supplied  the labor  m o v e m e n t  a m o n g  mill w o rk 

ers. coal m iners ,  a n d  farm  workers 
with  crucial leadership. H e taught a 
na t ion  the  value o f  hard  work. Even 
d ru d g e ry - f i l l e d  j o b s  b e c a m e  sacra
m ental .

Wesley’s religious co n t r ib u t io n  was 
his greatest. His innova tive  theologi
cal synthesis  o f  faith an d  works was 
ingenious. H is m arr iage  o f  personal 

religion a n d  social responsib il i ty  was ideal.  He demon
strated th a t  the  d ee p er  C hris t ian  life, the  sanctif ied  life, 
should  be the  n o rm  ra th e r  th a n  the  exception. H is system 
o f  n u r tu re  an d  spir itual fo rm a tio n  lives on, w ait ing  vainly 
for 200 years for s o m e o n e  to  im prove  o n  it. To this  day. his

s y s t e m  o f  s o c ie t i e s ,  
classes, bands ,  an d  one- 
o n - o n e  s p i r i tu a l  guid
a nce  is u nsu rpassed  and 
shows d ra m a t ic  vitality 
in m a n y  p la ce s  in the 
w o r ld .  A b o u t  100 de
n o m i n a t i o n s  lo o k  to 
Wesley as th e i r  ecclesi
astical ancestor.

W e s le y 's  l e g a c y  in
c lu d e s  a w ay  o f  doing 
theology th a t  can  be de
scribed as surveying the 
n e e d s  o f  th e  t im e  and 
th e n  b r ing ing  to  bear on 
t h e m  t h e  f i n e s t  re
sources o f  th e  Christian 
faith. T hus ,  his theology, 
th e n  a n d  now. has  a dy
n a m ic  character ,  as the 
r e s o u r c e s  o f  Christian 
fa ith  in new  com bina
t ions  a n d  em phases  are 
app l ied  to  h u m a n  needs 
in ch ang ing  times.

T h e r e  is p e r h a p s  no 
b e t t e r  p l a t f o r m  from 
w h i c h  t o  a d d r e s s  the 
p ro b le m s  a n d  issues of 
to d a y 's  w orld  th a n  the 
fo u n d a t io n  o f  o u r  Wes
leyan heritage.

T h e  new spapers  were, 
o f  course, bo th  right a n d  w rong  when 
they  d ec la red  th a t  Mr. Wesley “left 
n o th in g .” T rue ,  he  left  n o th in g  of 
ear th ly  value. But on ly  e te rn ity  will 
tell the  legacy o f  sp iritual,  moral,  and 

ecclesiastical value th a t  Mr. Wesley left.
His legacy is far to o  extensive to  explain  in o n e  issue of 

the  H era ld  o f  H oliness. But since the re  ce r ta in ly  w ou ld  not 
even be a  H era ld  o f  H o lin ess  had  n o t  Mr. Wesley answered 
G o d 's  M a c e d o n ia n  call, we m ust,  o n  this  b icen tenn ia l  of 
his dea th ,  at  least h in t  a t w ha t  has c o m e  o f  Mr. Wesley’s life 
a n d  work.

R e fe re n c e  N o tes
1. N o one know s the very last w ords on  W esley’s lips. H is nurse, E lizabeth Ritchie, 

however, reports that during his last hours th is coup le t w as m uch  on his m ind. Other 
phrases spoken during his last hours include, "111 praise the Lord w hile I have breath," and 
“The best of all, G od is w ith  us.”

2. G entlem an 's Magazine, 61:282-84.

W e s le y ’s Purpose: “to  
refo rm  th e  nation, p a rtic 
ularly the  church, and  to  
sp read  scrip tural holi
ness over th e se  land s .”

C live Friend, W oodm ansterne  P ublications, Ltd.

Statue of John Wesley in front of the New 
Room, Wesley’s headquarters in the Bristol 
area. Wesley rode 200,000 miles in 
preaching and teaching tours.
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“We do not desire to hear our children 
weep fo r bread and have none to give 
them.”the  s to rm  th a t  was 

; I n d u s t r i a l  R ev-  
u t i o n  h o w l e d  
ough  the  w in te r  o f  

England's soul in the  18th century, it 
blew humanity  in to  the  cities like m a 
ple leaves before a N o v e m b e r  w in d .1 
And it left them , like leaves, piled in 
random heaps. H o u s in g  c o n d i t io n s  
were outrageous. Ten persons  per  u n 
furnished room  was c o m m o n .  Horse 
manure polluted the  u n p a v e d  streets. 
It was som etim es piled 14 feet high on  
both sides o f  the  street in  L o n d o n .

JOE3N

FRIEND 
OF THE 
POOR
Diseases like typhoid ,  sm allpox, dys
entery, an d  ch o le ra  ravaged  a lm o s t  
unchecked. In th e  la rger  c i t ie s  th e  
graveyard o p e r a t o r s  m a i n t a i n e d  
“poor holes"— large c o m m o n  graves 
left o p e n  u n t i l  t h e  d a i l y  f lo w  o f  
corpses o f  nam eless  n o b od ie s  finally 
filled them.

V io le n t  c r i m e s  w e r e  c o m m o n .  
Gambling a n d  gin d r in k in g  bec am e  
the n a t io n a l  p a s t im e s .  E very  s ix th  
building in L o n d o n  was a n  alehouse. 
Sports in c lu d ed  boxing, bu llba iting ,  
cockfighting, a n d  hangings. For  the  
children the re  were the  streets o r  the 
sweatshops. Schools? O n ly  1 child  in 
every 25 a t ten d e d  any  school o f  any  
kind.

T hose  w h o  d id  f ind  work suffered 
th e  m o s t  deg rad in g  w ork ing  c o n d i 
tions. M ost w orkers  labored in textile 
mills o r  coal mines.

In these d ifficult t im es  it was easy 
for paren ts  to  yield to  the  siren songs 
o f  the  textile mill opera to rs  an d  their  
“ r e n t  y o u r  c h i l d "  p r o g ra m .  F o r  a 
sm all a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  the  mill oper
a to r  w ou ld  take  y o u r  hungry  kids o ff  
y o u r  hands, feed th e m  milk or  water 
g rue l  tw ice  a day, give th e m  so m e  
clo thes, a p lace  to  sleep, a n d  w ork  
th e m  12 to  14 ho u rs  per  day— except 
S u n d ay s .  You see, th e  mill o w n ers  
were, for the  m o s t  part,  C hris t ians ,  
an d  they  d id  n o t  w an t to  b reak  the

Lord 's  D ay by w ork ing  the  ch ild ren  
on  Sunday. C h ild ren  as young  as three 
o r  four  were em p loyed  as “trappers  in 
the  p it” an d  never saw the  sunsh ine  
except on  Sundays. Again and  again 
the  “ s ta t e s m e n "  in  P a r l ia m e n t  d e 
c la re d  t h a t  E n g l a n d ’s f lo u n d e r in g  
e c o n o m y  c o u ld  be  re sc u ed  if  on ly  
m o r e  id le  four-  a n d  f ive -yea r-o ld s  
could  be p u t  to  w ork  in the  factories!

Coal m in in g  had  so m e th in g  for the 
w h o le  family. D ad  sp e n t  u p  to  15 
ho u rs  per  day  in the  d a m p  bowels o f  
the  ea r th  digging coal. A nd  the  ch il
d ren  w orked  12 h o u r  days as p u m p e rs  
to  keep the  w ate r  o u t  o f  the  mines. 
S o m e  o f  th e m  as young  as six or  seven 
w o r k e d  c a r r y i n g  5 0 - p o u n d  " c o a l  
creels" o u t  o f  the  d ep th s  o f  the  mine.

A nd  let us n o t  forget M other. She 
had  a jo b  too. Every m o rn in g  before 
day ligh t you  cou ld  hear  the  w o m en

on  the ir  way to  work. You could  hear  
the ir  chains. Each w o m a n  carried  her 
cha in  to  work. For 12 to  15 ho u rs  
M o th e r  w ou ld  w ork as a beast o f  b u r 
den, dragging the  coal carriages ou t  o f  
the  narrow  passages o f  the  mines. You 
see, she w ould  p u t  the  cha in  a ro u n d  
her  waist, hook  one  en d  on  the  coal 
carriage and ,  th rough  those  low and  
n a r r o w  tu n n e l s  on  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  
knees, she would  d raw  the  coal car
riage afte r  her  to  the  surface. Som e 
carriages had  wheels— som e sled r u n 
n e rs .  W e ll— th e r e  s im p ly  w e r e n ' t  
en o u g h  donkeys  in the  co u n t ry — so 
they had  to  use the  wives an d  m o th 
ers. D o n ’t you see? T hey  had  to  keep 
the  s team  engines going!

But m os t  people co u ld n 't  even find 
th a t  k ind  o f  work. Because o f  literally 
th o u s a n d s  o f  E n c lo su re  Acts, h u n 
dreds o f  people were p u t  o f f  the  c o m 
m o n  la n d s .  T h e y  p o u r e d  in to  th e  
cities. T here  was never en o u g h  e m 
ploym ent,

never enough  housing, 
never enough  food, 
never  enough  an y th in g —  

except poverty, sickness, a n d  death!
L isten  to  th e  new spapers  o f  th a t  

era.
In 1740, the  L ondon  D a ily  Post o b 

served “such swarm s o f  miserable o b 
jects  as now  fill o u r  streets are shock
i n g  t o  b e h o l d  . . . S e v e r a l  h a v e  
perished in the  Street for W ant"  (Feb.
15, 1740). T h a t  sam e year, the  G entle
m a n 's  M a g a z in e  dec lared .  “ Several 
perished with Cold in the  streets and  
Fields in an d  a ro u n d  the  city (L o n 
don )  . . . 'Twould be endless to  m e n 
tion  all the  Calam ities"  (Jan. 1740). 
T h e  N orw ich  G a ze tte  th e  following 
y e a r  p u b l i s h e d  th is :  “ We h a v e  a 
greatly  m o r ta l i ty  am o n g s t  the  p o o r  
people w ho  die in great n u m b e rs  o f  
F luxes a n d  Fevers. O n e  p o o r  m a n  
b u r ied  eight o f  his fam ily  in a few 
days. T h is  m orta l i ty  is owing to  the 

continued on page 30

Don't you see? There simply were not 
enough donkeys in the landf so we had to 
use the women!
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Even those who persecute you, those who 
are evil and unthankful, you are to love 
with an invariable thirst fo r  their 
happiness.I  walked in to  the  R o u n d  C h u rch  

(A n g l ic a n ) ,  C a m b r id g e ,  E n 
g l a n d .  D i v i n e  w o r s h i p  h a s  
been co n d u c te d  there, if  1 re

m e m b e r  the  brass p laque  accurately, 
s in c e  t h e  y e a r  1149. T h e  R o u n d  
C h u r c h  is used  by a " low  c h u r c h "  
con g re g a t io n  o f  c o m m o n  people. I 
felt a t h o m e — at first.

T hen ,  like an  evangelical d u ck  ou t 
o f  water, 1 got lost in the  Anglican lit
urgy. It was a S un d ay  evening  C o m 
m u n io n  service, an d  I tr ied to  follow 
a long  the  best 1 could. We c a m e  to the

last part  o f  the  C ollect fo r the  C o m 
m u n io n  Serv ice . I c losed  th e  lit tle 
green book  an d  recited the  rest o f  the 
p rayer  by heart in tones  velvet with 
reverence:

A lm igh ty  G o d .  u n to  w h o m  all 
hearts  be open, all desire known, 
an d  from w h o m  no  secrets are hid: 

C l e a n s e  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  o u r  
h e a r t s  by  th e  in s p i r a t io n  o f  th y  
Holy Spirit, th a t  we m a y  perfectly 
love thee, an d  worthily  m agnify thy 
h o ly  n a m e ,  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  o u r  
Lord, A m e n .1
I knew  th e  prayer, because  Jo h n  

Wesley q u o te d  it so often  in his writ

ing in suppo r t  o f  his doc t r ine  o f  en tire  
sanctif ication .  Since the  d o c t r in e  was 
so e m b e d d e d  in the  fam iliar  creedal 
d ocu m en ts ,  Jo h n  Wesley m arve led  at 
the  savagery his p reach ing  o f  C hris
t i a n  p e r f e c t i o n  p r o v o k e d .  E v e n  
though  the  people  prayed for cleans

ing an d  perfect love every t im e  they 
took  C o m m u n io n ,  the  very idea tha t  
th e  p ra y e r  w o u ld  be  a n s w e re d  o f 
fended th e m  to  the  po in t  o f  outrage. 
C hris t ian  perfection was ab h o r red  as 
a p e r n ic io u s  heresy. Wesley asked . 
“ W hy have the  P reachers  o f  it been 
h o o te d  at, like m a d  dogs, even by 
m e n  th a t  fear G o d ? ”2 Wesley asserted 
there was no  reason for it, seeing the  
doc t r ine  was as old as the  Bible and  
explicitly stated in the  creeds.

Back in m y  room  at Wesley House, 
C am bridge,  1 reflected on  the  last four 
lines o f  the  Collect. It was, I decided, 
an  a d e q u a te  ou t l ine  o f  Wesley’s d o c 

trine. It affords a good  way to  struc
tu re  o n e ’s th o u g h ts  a b o u t  Wesley’s 
p reach ing  on  holiness.

C lea n se  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  o u r hearts. 
uplif ts  the  hear t  purity  th a t  is an  es
sential e lem e n t  o f  the  doctrine .

B y  th e  in s p i r a t io n  o f  th y  H oly 
Spirit, cites the  agency o f  the  sanc
tifying Spirit.

T ha t w e m a y  perfec tly  love thee, sa
lutes the  perfect love, C hris t ian  per
fection, o r  “C h r is t -m in d e d n e ss” char
acteristic o f  sanctify ing grace.

T ha t w e m a y  w orth ily  m a g n ify  thy 
h o ly  nam e, po in ts  to  th e  holy  living 
r e q u i r e d  to  b r in g  h o n o r  to  a holy 
G od.

T h ro u g h  J e s u s  C h r is t o u r  Lord, 
shows th a t  all o u r  sp ir itua l blessings 
d ep e n d  u p o n  the  v ir tue  o f  th a t  blood 
w hich  Chris t  shed for o u r  cleansing

Let’s look at how  this ou t l ine  pro
vides s t ruc tu re  to  Wesley’s doc tr ine  of 
holiness.

C leanse the Thoughts  
of Our H earts

T h e  idea here is "c leanse  no t just 
o u r  acts, b u t  the  very in m o s t  thoughts 
o f  o u r  hearts.”

Wesley to o k  the  dep rav i ty  o f  fallen 
h u m a n i ty  seriously. Since the  scrip
ture  says th a t  “ in A d a m  all d ie” (1 Co
r in th ian s  15:22), A d a m  "en ti t led  all 
his pos te ri ty  to  error, guilt,  sorrow, 
fear, pain , diseases, a n d  dea th .” ' Wes
ley d id  n o t  try  to  explain  how  this was 
t ransm itted .  H e s im ply  believed the 
result to  be too  painfu lly  obvious to 
be denied. In his se rm on ,  “T h e  Fall of 
M an,” Wesley declared.

H o w  exac t ly  . . .  d o  all things 
a r o u n d  us. e v e n  th e  face o f  the 
w h o le  w orld ,  ag ree  w ith  th is  ac
c o u n t !  O p e n  y o u r  ey e s!  Look 
a ro u n d  you! See d a rk n e ss  th a t  may 
be felt: see ignorance  a n d  error: see 
vice in ten  th o u s a n d  forms; see . . .  
guilt, fear, sorrow, sham e,  remorse, 
covering the  face o f  the  earth! See 
m isery  the  d a u g h te r  o f  sin. See on 
every side, s ickness a n d  pain  . . .

continued on page 25
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driving on the  poor, helpless sons o f  
men, in every age, to  the  gates o f  
death!4
Mankind is slave to  sin. “T h o u g h  

he strives with all his m ight,  he c a n 
not conquer," Wesley preached. “Sin 
is mightier th a n  he . . . He resolves 
against it. but yet sins on: he sees the  
snare and abhors  a n d  ru n s  in to  it.” 5 Is 
not this your story an d  m ine?

We must agree  w ith  Wesley th a t  
something has gone  te rr ib ly  w ro n g  
with the h u m a n  enterprise .  We have 
only to look in to  an y  newspaper, in to  
our own personal history, to  c o n f i rm  
the reality o f  original sin ing ra ined  in 
our nature.

Wesley p o i n t s  us  to  r e d e e m i n g  
grace. “By n a tu re  ye are  wholly  co r
rupted; by grace ye shall be wholly  re 
newed.”'’ This song  voiced the  hope  
for deliverance.

Break o f f  the  y o k e  o f  in b red  sin  
And fu lly  set m y  spirit fre e !

I cannot rest till p u re  w ithin,
Till I a m  w holly  lost in th e e .1 

Two powerful schoo ls  o f  th o u g h t  
today try to laugh o f f  the  Wesleyan 
affirmation o f  original sin. T h e  be- 
haviorists believe th a t  h u m a n s  are  
neither good n o r  bad. T hey  are w h a t 
ever society m akes  o f  them . T hey  are 
no more free an d  responsible  th a n  a 
lump of clay. O n e  is n o t  to  be praised 
for becoming a m iss ionary  o r  b lam ed  
for becoming a m urderer .  We are  af te r  
all. they say, m ere  p roduc ts  o f  o u r  e n 
vironment. T h e  h u m a n is t s ,  o n  the  
other hand, inc lud ing  m ost New Age 
gurus, believe th a t  h u m a n  beings are 
basically good. W h a t  the  na tu ra l  m a n  
needs is not c leansing b u t  a c h a n ce  to  
grow and b e c o m e  a n d  b lo o m  in to  
self-realization.

I, for one, agree with Wesley's f irm  
siand on original sin, “Allow th is  an d  
you are so far a C hris t ian .  D eny  it and  
you are but a H ea th en  still."*

Wesley is ca re fu l  to  r e m i n d  th e  
born-again believer th a t  sin still re
mains in this heart. T h e  evil nature , 
"that Delilah w h ic h  we are  to ld  is 
gone,. . .  is still lying in o u r  b o so m ."9

i t  is natural e n o u g h  in the  glow o f  
the new birth  to  believe all sin is d e 
stroyed. How natu ra lly  do  we im ag ine  
this during the  w a r m th  o f  o u r  first 
love. . .  tha t  because  we f e e l  no  sin, 
we have none  in us.” 10 

But it is se ldom  long before he w ho 
imagined all sin was gone, “ feels there

C ourtesy o f the  M ethodist Collection, D rew  University, M adison, N.J.

John Wesley (far right, standing) addresses the Holy Club during student days at Oxford 
University. Among those listening are Charles Wesley, George Whitefield, and John 
Gambold.

is still pr ide in his hear t  . . . self-will 
. . . love o f  the  world  . . . desire o f  the  
f lesh  . . . fea r  o f  d isp ra i s e  . . . evil 
sh a m e  . . . jea lousies  . . . envy . . .  re
s e n tm e n t  . . . covetousness.” "

Believers too  soon  begin to  “c o n 
tinua lly  feel a hear t  b e n t  to  backslid 
ing; a n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  to  evil; a 
p roneness  . . .  to  cleave to  the  things 
o f  earth . T hey  are daily sensible o f  sin 
re m a in in g  in th e i r  h ea r t  . . . pride, 
self-will, unbelief; an d  to  sin cleaving 
to  all they speak an d  do, even their  
best ac tions  an d  holiest duties.” "  

T h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n  th e  b o r n  a g a in  
shou ld  pray, “Cleanse the  though ts  o f  
o u r  hearts.”

Even the  sanctified  wholly should  
pray  for cleansing, for the  sanctified  
life dep e n d s  on  the  m o m e n t-b y -m o -  
m e n t  cleansing. “T h e  holiest o f  m en 
still n ee d  C h r is t ."  Wesley dec lares .

“ for G o d  does n o t  give th e m  a stock 
o f  holiness. But unless they  receive a 
su p p ly  every  m o m e n t  n o th in g  b u t  
unho liness  rem ains.” 15 “We need  the 
pow er o f  Chris t  every' m o m e n t  . . .  to  
co n t in u e  in spiritual life an d  w ithou t  
w hich, n o tw ith s tan d in g  o u r  present 
holiness, we should  be devils the  next 
m o m e n t .” 14 

T h u s  “the  m ost  p e r f e c t . . . need the  
b lood  o f  a to n e m e n t  a n d  m ay  p ro p 
erly pray for them selves” 15 tha t  po r
t ion  o f  the  Collect tha t  reads "C leanse 
the  though ts  o f  o u r  hearts."

By the Inspiration  
of the H oly Spirit 

M a n y  o f  Wesley’s theological de 
scendan ts  choose  to  describe the  ac
tion  o f  the  H oly  Spirit u p o n  the  seek
ing bel iever 's  h ea r t  as the  b a p t ism  
w ith  the  H oly  Spirit.  Wesley's ow n 

c o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  3 2

February 1 9 9 1

After the curate had forbidden John Wesley to preach in the Epworth Church. John made a 
pulpit of his father's gravestone outside the church and preached a powerful sermon to an
eager congregation. C ourtesy o f the  M ethod is t Collection, D rew  University, M adison, N.J.



an y o n e  a m o n g  the  first gener
a t io n  W esleyans  c o u ld  “ o u t  
evangelize” Jo h n  Wesley, it was 
his O xford  c lassm ate  G eorge 

W hitefield . But the re  is m o re  to  sus
ta in in g  a  re ligious m o v e m e n t  th a n  
basic evangelism. W h a t  d o  you  do  to  
n u r tu re  the  converts? At this, Wesley 
excelled. N o one  has d o n e  it better. 
W hitef ie ld ,  on  the  o th e r  hand ,  was

What would happen to the spiritual 
temperature o f  our churches i f  those who 
were slipping spiritually could go to a “backsliders9 band” fo r help without 
risking disgrace?

ca lled  his o rg a n iz a t io n  a “C o n n e x 
ion.” H ow  closely they were b o u n d  to 
gether  in n u r tu r in g  bo n d s  o f  m u tu 
ality in Wesley’s system o f  societies, 
classes, bands, a n d  one- to -one  spiri
tua l guidance.

The Society  
T h e  M ethod is t  C o n n e x io n  was at 

first a religious o rgan iza t ion  w ith in  
the  C h u rch  o f  England. T hey  held no 
m eetings  th a t  w ould  confl ic t  w ith  the  
A ng lican  schedu le  o f  w orsh ip .  T h e

»
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w hat  Wesley called a  “ fugitive p reach 
e r ”— a f la m in g  evange l is t  w h o  led 
m a n y  to  the  Cross b u t  left the  babes 
in  C h r i s t  b e h i n d  to  s t a r v e  a s  he  
m o v e d  o n  to  a n o t h e r  e v a n g e l is t ic  
cam paign.

A dam  C larke reported  these do le 
ful w ords o f  W hitefie ld  as he, in old 
age, l o o k e d  b a c k  a t  h is  m in i s t ry .  
“ B ro th e r  Wesley ac te d  w isely— the  
souls th a t  were aw akened  u n d e r  his 
ministry, he jo in e d  in class, a n d  thus  
preserved the  fruits o f  his labor. This  I 
neglected, an d  m y  people are a rope 
o f  sand.” 1

N o  ro p e  o f  s a n d  for Wesley. H e

basic o rg a n iz a t io n  in the  “c o n n e x 
io n ” was the  soc ie ty  th a t  ca m e  to be 
ana logous  to  a local ch u rch  congrega
tion.

T h e  society was a g roup  o f  persons 
“un ited  in o rder  to  p ray  together, to 
receive the  word o f  exhorta t ion ,  and  
to  w atch over one  a n o th e r  in love . . . 
to  w ork o u t  the ir  salvation.”2 T h e  so
ciety h ad  preachers, local p reachers  
(called helpers), trustees, a n d  stewards 
w ho  were charged with  carry ing  out 
the  affairs o f  the  society.

T h e  society had  four meetings. It 
m e t  regularly  on  S u n d a y  evenings. 
Seating was in regular  rows like a ty p 

ical ch u rc h  service. T h e  p rog ram  con
sisted o f  scrip ture  reading, h y m n  sing
in g ,  e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  l e c t u r e s ,  and 
preaching. All this  to o k  place in sim
ple m ee ting  halls w ith  no  m usica l in
s t ru m e n ts ,  n o  c lass -s tra t if ied  pews, 
an d  with  m e n  an d  w o m e n  seated sep
arately.

T h e  society also m e t  at least one 
w eekday m o rn in g  at 5 a .m . T h e  early 
start was necessary, for the  w orkday  in 
the  factories, mills, a n d  fields began at
6. It was the  local p rea ch e r ’s du ty  to 
sta rt  k nock ing  on  do o rs  at 4 a .m . in 
o rder  to  roust the  society  m em b ers  in 
t im e  for the  meeting.

Two o th e r  m eetings  o f  the  society 
deserve m e n tio n :  the  Love-feast and 
the  W atchnight.  T h e  Love-feast was a
m ee t ing  o f  the  g a thered  com m unity  
o f  faith, w h ich  began with  a meal of 
bread a n d  w ate r  a n d  was followed by 
ex tem p o ra ry  te s t im on ies  o f  w ha t  was 
h a p p e n in g  in the  sp ir itua l lives o f  the 
m em bers .  It was a service o f  praise to 
G o d  an d  to  M e thod ism . T h e  Watch- 
night was a  jo y o u s  ce leb ra tion  held 
once  a m o n th  on  S a tu rd ay  night. It 
was offered as n ea r  the  full m o o n  as 
p o s s ib le  so  m e m b e r s  w o u l d  have 
m o o n l ig h t  by  w h ic h  to  travel. The 
ce lebra tion  lasted far in to  the  night. 
Wesley was ro u n d ly  crit ic ized for this 
“ o b je c t io n a b le  in s t i tu t i o n "  as Sou
they  called it. Wesley’s response was 
th a t  s in n e rs  were  be in g  saved and. 
therefore, it w ou ld  be preserved.

T he C lass M eeting
T h e  class m eeting  is hailed  as Wes

ley’s greatest gift to  the  world. Some 
say it civilized the  revolu t ion-r ipe  la
boring  class o f  Eng lishm en . Dwight 
M oody  dec lared  it to  be the  greatest 
to o l  for t r a in in g  c o n v e r t s  ever  de
vised.

T h e  soc ie ty  w as s u b d iv id e d  into 
classes o f  a b o u t  12 persons  each. Ev
ery society m e m b e r  was required to 
jo in  a class. T h e  classes m e t  weekly.

T h e  m eetings  p rov ided  a m ore or
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The Common Room in Wesley's Chapel. Bristol. Here Wesley regularly met with 
his preachers.

less d em ocra tic  fo ru m  w h e re  ideas  
and issues could  be discussed. Such a 
forum was “ u n a v a i l a b le  a n y w h e r e  
else in H anoverian ,  England , for free 
expression in an  accep ting  e n v i ro n 
ment by people from widely differing 
social backgrounds.” 1 H ere  em ployers  
and employees, rich a n d  poor, e d u 
cated and illiterate m e t  as peers. Per
haps the M ethod is t  class m ee t ing  did 
more to c rum ble  the  rigid British class 
system than  any  o th e r  single force.

While m a n y  M e th o d is t  func t ions  
separated the  sexes, the  class m eeting  
was open to w o m e n  a n d  m en .  W o m 
en became successful class leaders, 
some went on  to  b e c o m e  preachers. 
Thus the class m eeting  was the  only  
significant role o f  religious leadership  
for women in Britain.

The class m e e t in g  itself  p rov ided  
an arena o f  C hr is t ian  ko inon ia . Ac
ceptance. love, a n d  c o m m i tm e n t  to 
each other were the  keynotes. A typ i
cal meeting w ou ld  start  w ith  the  sing
ing of a hym n. T h e n  the  class leader 
would share the  co n d i t io n  o f  his ow n 
spiritual life. Answers to  prayer, spiri
tual progress, a n d  th e  like were re
ported as well as te m p ta t io n s ,  failures, 
grief, or sins. Following the  leader’s 
example, o th e r s  w o u ld  t h e n  s h a re  
their spiritual needs a n d  blessings. In 
this context o f  prayer, trust,  a n d  c o n 
fession. healing  a n d  spir itual growth 
were accelerated.

The class leader  h ad  to  m ee t  n o  e d 
ucation or t ra in ing  r e q u ir e m e n t  o th e r  
than a d e m o n s tra t io n  o f  faithfulness 
and earning the  respect o f  those  he 
led. The class leader  was to  visit the  
class m em bers  regularly  a n d  “ inqu ire  
how their souls prosper ,  to  advise, re
prove, com fort,  o r  exho r t  as occas ion 
may require; a n d  to  receive w h a t  they  
were willing to  give tow ard  the  relief 
of the poor.”4

The class p rac ticed  stric t  a c c o u n t 
ability. To be a m e m b e r  o f  the  society 
you had to  be  active in  a class. A nd  
you could n o t  func tion  as a  m e m b e r  
of a class w i th o u t  a q u a r te r ly  ticket. 
Every class was visited by Wesley or  
one of the  lead ing  p reachers .  Every 
member was in terv iew ed personally.

February 1 9 9 1

If  the  in te rv iew ee had  a  good testi
m o n y  a n d  had  missed no  m ore  th a n  3 
o f  the  previous q u a r te r ’s 13 meetings, 
he was issued a new ticket. If he did 
n o t  qualify, he could  no longer be a 
card -carry ing  M ethodis t.  Wesley and  
c o m p a n y  d id  n o t  h es i ta te  to  expel 
m e m b e r s  w h o  d i s q u a l i f i e d  t h e m 
selves.

Wesley su m m a r iz e d  the  function  o f  
th e  classes in the  A r m in ia n  M a g a 
zine.

T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s ig n  o f  th e  
classes is, to  kn o w  w ho  c o n t in u e  
m e m b e rs  o f  the  society; to  inspect 
th e ir  ou tw ard  walking; to  inqu ire  
in to  t h e i r  in w a rd  sta te ; to  lea rn  
w ha t are the ir  trials; a n d  how  they 
fall by o r  c o n q u e r  them ; to  instruc t 
the  igno ran t  in the  princip les o f  re
ligion; to  repeat, to  explain, o r  e n 
force . . . w h a t  has  been  said in p u b 

lic p reach ing  . . . [To insu re  that]  
they have a clear, full, ab id ing  c o n 
viction, tha t  w ithou t  inward, c o m 
plete, universal holiness, n o  m a n  
shall see the  L ord .5

T he Bands 
Besides being a m e m b e r  o f  the  soci

ety an d  a class, a  M ethod is t  serious 
ab o u t  pu rsu ing  C hris t ian  perfection 
m ig h t  also  b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  o f  a 
M e thod is t  Band. T h is  was a  g roup  o f  
four to  six persons w ho  m e t weekly 
a n d  shared the ir  spiritual jo u rn ey s  in 
a  v e ry  i n t i m a t e  f e l lo w sh ip .  T h e y  
shared “w ithou t  reserve an d  w ithou t  
d i s g u i s e . ” B a n d s  w e re  o r g a n i z e d  
a r o u n d  c o m m o n a l i t i e s  o f  age, sex, 
a n d  m a ri ta l  status. Wesley felt tha t  
M e th o d ism  d id  its best work in the  
bands.

N ot everyone sought to  jo in  a band . 
A m o n g  the  q u es t ions  a p rospective

The Wesley Room, Lincoln College Oxford. Restored by American Methodists



b a n d  m e m b e r  h ad  to  an sw e r  a ff ir 
matively  were:

1. H ave  you  the  forgiveness o f  
sins a n d  peace with  G o d  th rough  
o u r  Lord  Jesus Christ?

2. H ave you the  w itness o f  G o d 's

Spirit w ith  y ou r  spirit th a t  you  are a 
child  o f  G od?

3. H a s  no  sin, in w a rd  o r  o u t 
ward, d o m in io n  over you?

4. D o  you desire to  be to ld  o f  all 
y o u r  fau l ts ,  a n d  t h a t  p la in  a n d  
hom e?

5. Is it you r  desire a n d  design to 
be, on  this  a n d  all o th e r  occasions, 
entirely open  so as to  speak every
th ing  th a t  is in your  hear t  w ith o u t  
ex c ep t io n ,  w i th o u t  d isguise,  a n d  
w ith o u t  reserve?6
Wesley designed so m e s ta rter  q u es

t ions  to  be used in each  a n d  every 
b a n d  meeting.

1. W h a t  k n o w n  sins  have  you  
c o m m it te d  since o u r  last meeting?

2. W h a t  te m p ta t io n s  have  you  
m e t  with?

3. H ow  were you delivered?
4. W h a t  have you though t,  said, 

o r  done ,  o f  w hich  you d o u b t  w h e th 
e r  it be sin o r  not?

5. H ave you no th in g  you desire 
to  keep secret?7
T h ese  q u e s t io n s  seem  frightfu lly  

frontal an d  starkly negative to  us. But 
re m e m b e r ,  these  to p ic s  were  be in g  
d isc u sse d  by o p e n  h e a r te d  f r ie n d s  
w ho  loved each o the r  deeply. Further, 
if  we restate these s ta rter  ques tions  in 
t o d a y ’s language ,  we d isc o v e r  th a t

they are ex trem ely  helpful to  serious 
c o m p a n io n s  o n  the  way to  the  New 
Jerusalem. I have used the  following 
res ta tem en t o f  Wesley’s ques t ions  suc
cessfully in several sm all-g roup  set
tings.

1. H av e  you  h a d  a n y  sp ir i tua l  
failures recen tly?  H ave  you  been

d isa p p o in te d  w ith  y o u rse lf  lately, 
sp iritually  speaking? H ow  can  we 
be m o s t  helpful in restoring o r  su p 
p o r t ing  you? W h e n  we pray  for an d  
w i th  y o u  to d a y ,  a t  w h a t  p o i n t  
shou ld  we focus o u r  prayers?

soul friend is like a

2. W h a t  te m p ta t io n s  or  spiritual 
p ro b le m s  have  you  been  ba t t l ing  
lately? A t w ha t  po in ts  in y ou r  life 
d o  you feel m os t  vulnerable? M ost 
weak right now? M ost u n d e r  pres
sure?

3. I f  y o u  h av e  b e e n  d e l iv e re d  
from any  te m p ta t io n s  lately w ou ld  
you  share w ith  us how  the  victory 
was w on? W ould  you  share with  us 
h o w  you  h av e  e n d u r e d  a n d  s u r 
vived recen t trials?

4. H a s  th e  L o rd  revea led  a n y 
th ing  to  you  a b o u t  y ou r  hear t  an d  
life th a t  m akes  you w an t to  take  a 
prayerful second  look at y o u r  a t t i 
tudes, life-style, service, o r  m o t iv a 
tions?

5. Is there  a  spiritual p rob lem  so 
deep  o r  so personal th a t  you have 
never been able to  ta lk  to  an y o n e  
a b o u t  it? C an  you  even talk  with 
G o d  a b o u t  it? A re you  carry ing  ex
cess baggage from the  pas t th a t  still 
to d ay  keeps you defeated a n d  d e 
pressed? W ould  you like to  share it 
with  us, y ou r  spir itual partners?  Or, 
at least let us pray  for you  ab o u t  
it— w ould  you  set a t im e  each  day 
(or  this  week) w hen  you  are going 
to  p ray  a b o u t  th is  m a t te r  so we can 
at th a t  very sam e h o u r  ( m o m e n t )  
p ray  for you  wherever we are?

W h a t  C h r is t ia n  co u ld  n o t  p ro f i t  
f rom  m e e t in g  w eek ly  w i th  t r u s te d  
“ soul f r ie n d s” to  sh a re  an sw e rs  to  
such ques tions?  Too often  we sim ply  
go to  ch u rc h  a n d  look at the  back  o f  
o u r  fellow believers’ heads d u r in g  a 
public  service a n d  never  see in to  each 
o the rs’ hearts.

T he Penitent Bands
I wish there  was a way to  revive one 

o f  Wesley’s special g roups— the pen
iten t  band . T h is  “backsliders’ band" 
was espec ia l ly  d e s ig n ed  for sincere 
people  who, for som e reason, kept be
ing rec ap tu red  by so m e  besett ing  sin. 
T h ey  w an ted  to  do  right b u t  had  not 
yet found  the  d isc ip line a n d  strength 
to  com ple te ly  forsake th e ir  sins and 
stay on  the  p a th  to  perfection.

W h a t  i f  e v e r y  p i l g r i m  in  our 
c h u r c h e s  c o u ld  t u r n  to  a penitent 
b a n d  for su p p o r t  w hen  he fo u n d  him
self  s lipp ing  sp ir itua lly?  H o w  many 
sp ir itua l failures cou ld  be prevented  if 
it w ere  p o ss ib le  to  go to  a “ back
sliders’ b a n d ” w i th o u t  losing face or 
respect? W h y  sh o u ld  it be disgraceful 
to  a d m i t  sp ir itua l p ro b lem s  a n d  seek 
help? W h a t  w ou ld  h a p p e n  to  the  spir
itual te m p e ra tu re  o f  o u r  churches if 
we cou ld  re-establish th is  par t  o f  our 
W e s le y a n  h e r i t a g e  in  e v e r y  local 
church?

O ne-to-O ne Spiritual Guidance
O n e  e le m e n t  o f  Wesleyan spiritual 

n u r tu re  has been all b u t  overlooked 
by those  w h o  s tudy  Wesley’s system of 
pas tora l care. T h e  classes a n d  bands 
are widely extolled, as they  should  be. 
But recently, over  a per iod  o f  several 
m o n th s ,  I read  2,860 o f  Jo h n  Wesley’s 
letters. T h ey  are h a rd  to  find. Only 
a b o u t  900  letters are inc luded  in the 
s t a n d a r d  s e t  o f  W e s le y ’s Works. 
S tudy ing  the  letters, I d iscovered that 
in ad d i t io n  to  the  classes a n d  bands, 
there  was a s t rong  e le m e n t  o f  one-to- 
o n e  s p i r i tu a l  g u id a n c e  a m o n g  the 
early  Wesleyans. J o h n  Wesley himself 
served as sp ir i tua l  guide, mostly  by 
m a il ,  to  m a n y  p e rso n s .  Wesley ar
ranged tw o sorts  o f  sp ir itua l guidance 
a m o n g  h is  people: faith  mentoring 
a n d  a “tw in  souls” plan.

Faith M entoring
A faith m e n to r  o r  sp ir i tua l  guide 

serves as “G o d ’s usher.” H e practices 
t h e  “ a r t  o f  a r t s . ”  A fa i th  mentor 
shou ld  be charac te r ized  by love, ten
d e r  re sp e c t ,  h o l in e s s ,  de tachm en t ,  
a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o m p e t e n c e .  He 
s h o u ld  possess  th e  gift  o f  discern
m en t ,  m u c h  pa t ience,  practice utter 
frankness  a n d  honesty, a n d  be avail
able to  G o d  the  H oly  Spirit.8

Such persons  Jo h n  Wesley habitu
ally assigned to  offer pas tora l care to 
new o r  w eak  converts .  Wesley often

A Christian without a 
body without a head\

“Do you desire to ... speak everything that 
is in your h eart... without disguise and 
without reserve?”
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This engraving pictures John Wesley on his deathbed with many of his faithful cohorts surrounding him. Many of the persons pictured were
not actually at Wesley's bedside when he died. C ourtesy o f the M eth od is t C o llec tion, D rew  University, M adison, N.J.

referred to  th is  p rac t ice  as p u t t i n g  
"babes in Chris t"  u n d e r  the  care o f  
‘spiritual fathers."

Twin Souls
Even m ore c o m m o n ly  discovered 

in Wesley’s le tters is the  prac tice  o f  
bnnging “ tw in  s o u ls "  to g e th e r  for 
spiritual g u idance .  K e n n e th  Leech  
calls such a person  a so u l fr ien d . T h is  
isderived from the  lore o f  the  an c ien t  
Celtic saints w ho  taugh t  th a t  “a n y o n e  
without a soul-friend is a body  w i th 
out a head.”9 Wesley also called such 
mutual spiritual gu ides  c o m p a n io n s  
on the way to  the  New Jerusa lem .

Wesley was co n v in ce d  th a t  sp ir itual 
guidance was essential for all. H e  re
peatedly w a r n e d  h is  p e o p le ,  b o th  
fledglings a n d  v e te r a n s ,  t h a t  th e y  
could not keep w arm  alone. To M ary  
Bosanquet he wrote, “You have need 
ofa steady guide, a n d  o n e  th a t  know s
you well. H is le tter to  A n n  Bolton,
July 8, 1785, shows Wesley’s idea o f  
both the necessity o f  a sp ir itual guide 
and the q u a l i t ie s  he  ex p e c te d  in a 
good spiritual guide:

My D ea r  Nancy,— It is u n d o u b t 
edly ex p e d ie n t  for you  to  have a 
friend in w h o m  you can  fully c o n 
fide th a t  m a y  be always n ea r  you  or  
at a sm all distance, an d  ready to  be 
consu l ted  on  all o c c a s io n s . . . .  I am  
glad, therefore, th a t  a good Provi
dence  has given you one. . . . You 
m a y  certa in ly  trus t  her  in every in 
s tance :  a n d  she  has  b o th  u n d e r 
standing ,  piety, an d  experience."  
T h e  u t te r  urgency o f  hav ing  spiri

tu a l  gu id e s  o r  c o m p a n io n s  o n  th e  
way, as Wesley calls them , is seen in a 
le t t e r  to  F ra n c e s  G odfrey .  H e  a d 
dresses her  as “ m y  d ea r  F an n y ” an d  
says, "I t  is a blessed th ing  to  have fel
low travellers to  the  New Jerusalem . If  
you c a n n o t  f ind  any  you m u s t  m ake  
th em ; for n o n e  can  travel th a t  road 
a lo n e ."12 Even w ealthy  b an k e rs  like 
Ebenezer  Blackwell needed  a spiritual 
guide. “ I a m  fully persuaded ,"  Wesley 
wrote, “ if  you  had  always one  o r  two 
faithful friends n ea r  you w ho  would  
speak the  very t ru th  from the ir  heart 
a n d  w a tc h  o v e r  y o u  in  love ,  y o u  
w o u ld  swiftly  a d v a n c e  . . .” u  H u n 

d r e d s  o f  su c h  e x a m p le s  a re  to  be  
found  in Wesley’s correspondence .

H as any  g roup  o f  Chris t ians  ever 
b e e n  m o r e  p u r p o s e f u l ly  d isc ip led .  
been  held  m ore  m u tu a l ly  a c c o u n t 
able, o r  been  m o re  carefully n u r tu re d  
th a n  those  cared  for by Wesley’s soci
eties. classes, bands ,  an d  one- to -one  
guidance?

It w ould  be foolish to  try to  wood- 
en ly  rep e a t  ev e ry th in g  th a t  Wesley 
did. N evertheless,  the  p r inc ip les  o f  
Wesley’s C hris t ian  n u r tu re  are bo th  
timeless an d  ours.
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THE POOR
continued from  page 23

Badness o f  the  Diet which the  p oo r  
have been  obliged to  feed o n ” (Jan. 
24-31, 1741).

T h e  L on d o n  D a ily  Post repor ted  a 
p o o r  w o m a n  w ho  gave b ir th  to  a child 
on ly  to  “p en sh  with  cold af te r  she had 
b e e n  d e l iv e r e d . ” T h e  C a m b r id g e  
Journa l a n d  W eekly F ly ing  Post, J a n 
uary  5, 1754, reported, “A p o o r  w o m 
an  big with  child  was found  . . .  in 
Spital Fields M arke t  in a  s tarving c o n 
d i t io n ,  a n d  c a r r ie d  to  th e  R o u n d 
house, w here she died  an  h o u r  later. 
T h e  sa m e p ap e r  reported ,  “A p o o r  
H a y m a k e r  d r o p p ’d dow n dead  by St. 
A n n e ’s C h u rc h .  Soho; su p p o se d  to  
have died for w ant.”

From F rom e c a m e  w ord  th a t  “the  
misery o f  the  in h a b i ta n ts  is a lm o s t  in 
credible. T h e  people are wholly o u t  o f  
E m ploy  an d  in w an t  o f  the  C o m m o n  
necess i t ie s  o f  F ife” (L o n d o n  D a ily  
Post, M a y  12, 1742). W e stm in s te r  
Journal, February  9, 1745, reported  
th a t  “ in S tam fo rd h am  a p o o r  w o m an  
took  to  the  streets with her  three chil
d r e n  l o o k in g  for food. B efore  she  
could  f ind  a char i tab le  h an d  two o f  
her  ch ild ren  died  o f  starvation . T he  
th i r d  c h i ld  “ h a d  i ts  a r m s  f ro z e .” 
M othe r  an d  child  were found  the  next 
m o rn in g  nearly dead.

From  C olne  c a m e  a report: “T he  
s itua tion  o f  the  p o o r  is rendered  piti
able . . .  by sickness. T here  is hard ly  a 
house w here  there  is not one  sick or  
one  d e a d ” (L eed s Intelligencer, Feb. 
15, 1780).

“ T h e  great price o f  corn ,” w rote  one  
co rresponden t  from Wellington, “has 
a lm ost starved the  m ine rs  an d  C o m 
m o n  People, w ho  have ac tua lly  ate 
no th ing  bu t G ra in s  an d  Salt for m a n y  
d a y s ” (P u b lic  A d vertiser , Nov. 18. 
1756).

T h e  p re ssu re  w as so g rea t  s o m e  
cou ld  n o t  go on, as the  N orw ich G a
ze tte  reported: “O n  S a tu rd ay  last a 
p o o r  w o m a n  an d  her  child  ab o u t  four 
y e a r s  o ld .  w e re  t a k e n  o u t  o f  th e  
Tower-Ditch, d rowned. It is said . . . 
th a t  she was in great Want, an d  tha t  
she f lung  the  child in first an d  herself  
af te rw ards” (Mar. 7-14. 1741).

Such cond i t ions  were co n f i rm e d  by 
the  no tes  in Wesley’s Journal.

Wesley described the  poverty  o f  the  
people at Bethnol Green:

1 have no t found  any  such  dis
tress. no, n o t  in the  prison o f  New 
gate. O n e  p o o r  m a n  was ju s t  creep
ing o u t  o f  his sick bed, to  his ragged 
wife an d  three little children, w ho 
were m ore  th a n  ha l f  naked, an d  the  
very p ic ture  o f  famine; w hen  one 
br ing ing  in a loa f  o f  bread, they  all 
ran, seized u p o n  it, an d  tore  it to  
pieces in an  in s tan t  (Journa l, Mar. 
23 and  M ay 7, 1741).
Jo h n  Wesley w rote  this  letter tha t 

a p p e a r e d  in  L lo y d 's  E v e n in g  Post, 
T h e L o n d o n  Chronicle, an d  the  L eeds  
M ercury  in D ec em b e r  1772.

W h y  are  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  
starving? . . .  I have seen it with my 
eyes in every co rn e r  o f  the  land. I 
have know n  those  w ho  cou ld  only  
afford to  eat a little coarse food ev
ery o th e r  day. I have kn o w n  one  
picking up  s tink ing  sprats from a 
dunghill  an d  carry ing  th e m  h o m e  
for herse lf  a n d  her  children. 1 have 
k n o w n  a n o t h e r  g a th e r  the  b o n es  
w h ic h  th e  d o g s  h av e  left  in  th e  
streets an d  m ak in g  b ro th  o f  th e m  
to  p ro long  a w re tched  life. W h y  are 
so m a n y  th o u sa n d  people in L o n 
don , in Bristol, in Norwich, in every 
c o u n ty  from one  end  o f  E ngland  to 
the  other, u tterly  des ti tu te  o f  e m 
p loym ent?

S u ch  w id e s p re a d  s ta rv a t io n  p r o 
d uced  h u n d red s  o f  h unger  riots— the 
new spapers  repor ted  150 h u n g e r  riots 
du r in g  Wesley’s ministry.

A c o r re sp o n d e n t  from Bury St. Ed
m u n d s  reported, “O u r  jail is full o f  
poo r ,  u n h a p p y  w re tc h e s  for  b e in g  
c o n cerned  in the  late riots, an d  the ir  
families are s tarving for bread, for the  
p o o r  were never in so u n h a p p y  a s itu 
a t ion  in this  co u n t ry  as they are at this 
time, an d  every m e th o d  is m a d e  use 
o f  to  keep th e m  in distress” (G a ze t
teer a n d  N ew  D a ily  A dvertiser  Apr. 
30, 1772).

O n e  m a n  ab o u t  to  be h u n g  for par
t ic ip a t in g  in a h u n g e r  r io t  at Ros- 
s e n d a le  was asked  w hy  he a n d  his 
c o m p a n io n s  w ould  d o  such a thing. 
He answered, “We d id  n o t  desire to 
hear  o u r  children  weep for b read and  
have  n o n e  to  give t h e m ” (L o n d o n  
Chronicle, Sept. 11, 1762).

T h e  G ra n d  Jury  o f  the  K ings Bench 
in 1741 was a s k e d  to  c o n s id e r  the  
sw arm s o f  hungry  people. A fter  d e 
s c r ib in g  th e m  as  a d re a d fu l  “ n u i 
s a n c e , ”  “ s o  b u r t h e n s o m e  a n d  
disgraceful” they  r e c o m m e n d e d  e n 
forcing the  laws m o re  vigorously, a d d 
ing “th a t  we m a y  n o t  be th u s  troubled

Hogarth's painting, “GIN LANE.”
“Drunk for a penny; dead drunk for 

twopence; clean straw for nothing." was a 
common sign in London. Every sixth house 
in London was a saloon, and England 
gualified as the most drunken nation in the 
world.

with  the  P o o r” (G en tlem a n 's  Maga
zine, July 1741).

A nd  enforce the  laws they  did. No 
fewer th a n  260  offenses were punish
able by death.

W h e n  P e te r  M c C lo u d  "burglar- 
ously” en te red  the  house  o f  J. Hankey, 
Esquire, a n d  stole " o n e  brass window 
screw " he was s e n te n c e d  to  death. 
W h e n  C h a r le s  S h u te r ,  age 14. was 
"c o n ce rn e d  with  his m o th e r  in rob
bing a gen t lem an  o f  62£,” he was sen
tenced  to  dea th .  W h e n  J o h n  Gerrard 
p icked from the  pocke t o f  Alexander 
M u r ra y ,  E s q u i r e ,  " o n e  C a m b r ic k  
h a n d k e rc h ie f” he. too, was sentenced 
to  dea th .  W h e n  Isabella C ondon ,  a 
p o o r  w o m an ,  tried to  spend  counter-
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H o g a r th

feit pennies, she was p ro m p tly  tied to 
a post and "strangled  a n d  b u rn e d  to  
death.”

Henry Staples was typical o f  those  
executed. S tap le s ,  a lo n g  w i th  tw o  
companions, robbed  Jo h n  Pollard o f  
his silver watch. All th ree  o f  the  "S ta 
ples gang” were hung.

James M allone,  Terrence M acCave, 
and two o thers  c o m m it t e d  a robbery  
of a hat an d  tw o shillings— all four 
men were hung. T h o m a s  M organ , 14, 
and James S m ith ,  12, were sen tenced  
to death for stealing  “a piece o f  silk 
hankerchief.” Ja n e  W hiting ,  14, and  
Mary Wade, 11, were s e n te n c e d  to  
death for assau lt ing  M a ry  Philips and  
stealing her  cap  a n d  frock while  she 
was in the privy. R o b e rt  Russell an d  
John Nash, bo th  15, were sen tenced  
to die for stealing handkerchiefs.

England executed  u p  to  500 o f  her  
citizens per  year  a n d  d e p o r te d  an d  
imprisoned th o u sa n d s  more.

The nation's economic problems 
could be solved i f  more idle four- 
and five-year-olds could be put to 
work in the factories.

Is it an y  w o n d er  th a t  b o th  Jo h n  and  
Charles  Wesley w orked  day  an d  night 
for p rison reform?

Is it an y  w o n d er  th a t  in Bristol you 
had  to  pledge to  d o  pr ison  m inistr ies 
before you cou ld  bec o m e  a M e th o d 
ist?

T h e s e  w ere  th e  t im e s  t h a t  t r ie d  
m e n 's  souls— an age o f  poverty, s tar
vation, e c o n o m ic  oppression, an d  j u 
dicial m urder .

W h a t  d id  Jo h n  Wesley do  ab o u t  all 
this?

Let m e  give it to  you  in a nutshell.
1. He evangelized. H e  preached  in 

fields an d  streets an d  churches.
2. S c h o o ls — th e  W esleyans  b u i l t  

h u n d re d s  o f  schools, S u n d ay  Schools, 
board ing  schools, s lum  schools, voca
t io n a l  t r a in in g ,  a n d  a d u l t  l i te racy  
schools.

3. Relig ious societies, classes and  
b an d s  were formed.

4. T h e y  o rgan ized  a  sick visitors 
c o r p o r a t i o n — L o n d o n  w as  d iv id e d  
in to  12 d istric ts  a n d  sick visitors a p 
poin ted .  T h e i r  task was to  visit each 
sick person  at least th ree  t im es  a week 
an d  help  physically an d  spiritually.

5. T h e  Wesleyans to o k  over New
gate P rison ,  Bristol, a n d  m a d e  it a 
m ode l facility. T hey  inv ited  govern
m e n t  officials to  inspect a n d  copy it.

6. Jo h n  Wesley established the  first 
free m edica l clinic in the  history  o f  
England.

7. Food an d  c lo th ing  were d is trib 
u ted  daily.

8. T h e  L ad ies  Lying-in H o sp i ta l  
was established. It was a hospital for 
d e s t i t u t e  o r  u n w e d  m o th e r s .  T h e  
w o m e n  received p rena ta l  a n d  p o s t
n a ta l  ca re  p lu s  v o c a t io n a l  t r a in in g  
a n d  religious in s t ruc t ion .  O n e  year 
300 w o m e n  sought refuge there.

9. T h e  S t ra n g e r ’s F r ie n d  Socie ty  
w as a n  o r g a n iz a t io n  s u p p o r t e d  by 
M ethod is ts  for non-M ethod is ts .  T h e  
pu rp o se  o f  this  char i ty  was to  “h u n t  
poverty, sin an d  disease . . .  to  lessen 
. . . (or) rem ove  the  im m e n se  load o f  
h u m a n  ills . . .  to  look dea th  in the

face . . . visiting the  wre tches in cellars 
an d  garrets . . .  w here  the  m os t  v iru 
lent c o n tag io n  had  dw elt for m a n y  
y e a r s” ( T h e  M e th o d is t  M a g a z in e ,  
1798. 422-23).

10. T h e  Chris t ian  C o m m u n i ty  was 
formed; a league o f  w orkers  dedica ted  
to  m in is te r ing  to  the  paupe rs  in the  
L o n d o n  W ork Houses. T hey  held up 
to  500 religious services a  year.

Wesley also provided:
11. A P oo r  House,
12. A W idows H om e,
13. A n Orphanage ,
14. Wesley also created  an  u n e m 

p lo y m e n t  plan  for Methodists .
15. H e  a lso  e s ta b l ish e d  a c re d i t  

u n i o n — lo a n  fu n d  for  M e th o d i s t s  
w ho  w an ted  to  start  the ir  own busi
nesses.

John  Wesley called h im se lf  " G o d ’s 
steward for the  poor.” H e  declared  He 
did n o t  regard an y o n e  as hav ing  a s in 
gle grain o f  t rue  C hris t ian  faith if  he 
w ere  n o t  w illing  " to  sp e n d  a n d  be 
sp e n t” for the  poor.

He expressed his appeal in an oft- 
r e p e a te d  s logan: “J o in  h a n d s  w ith  
G o d  to  help  a p o o r  m a n  live.”

Wesley a n d  his sp i r i tu a l  d esce n 
dants, your  spiritual ancestors, f inally 
m a d e  P ar l iam en t  listen and  pass the 
Factory Acts, M in in g  Acts, a n d  the  
Child  L abo r  Laws.

N ot long ago, the  socialist coun tr ies  
o f  the  world held an  " In te rn a t io n a l  
Congress.” T h ey  asked  a s ta te sm an  
from Eng land  to  co m e  an d  explain to  
the ir  delegates why E ng la n d ’s system 
o f  social care w orks so well. T h e  Brit
ish s ta te sm an  to ld  th e m  so m e th in g  
like  t h i s — “ T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is t h a t  
m o s t  o f  y o u  l e a r n e d  y o u r  le s so n s  
from Karl M a rx — we learned  o u r  les
sons from John  Wesley.” 2

W h a t  a prec ious t rad i t ion  o f  C hris
tian  service. W h a t  do  you do  with  a 
heritage like this?

R e fe re n c e  N o tes
1. An image borrow ed from  an address by  T. C. M itch
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2. M. D ouglas M eeks, ed., The Future o f the M ethod is t 

Theologica l Traditions (Nashville: A b ingdon, 1985), 80.
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PREACHER OF 
HOLINESS
continued from page 25

words for this were “the  insp ira tion  o f  
the Holy Spirit.” T h is  phrase he took  
f rom  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  l i tu rg y  w ith  
which m a n y  o f  the  people to  w h o m  
he preached  w ould  be familiar.

T h e  t e r m  in s p i r a t io n  l i t e r a l l y  
m e a n s  “ in -sp ir i t ing ."  T h e  im age  is 
th a t  o f  G o d  pou r in g  His ow n Spirit 
in to  the  seeking believer’s heart. Wes
ley called it “G o d 's  b rea th ing  in to  the 
sou l.” 16 T h u s  by th e  c o n t in u a l  in 
brea th ing  o f  G o d 's  Spirit, “do th  He 
cleanse the  th o u g h ts  o f  the ir  hearts  
. . . t h a t  th e y  m a y  p e r f e c t ly  love  
H im .” 17 Wesley declares:

all inward holiness is the  im m e d i 
ate fruit o f  the  faith tha t  w orke th  by 
love. By this the  blessed Spirit p u r i
fies the  heart from pride, self-will, 
pass ion ,  from  love o f  the  world, 
from  foolish a n d  h u r tfu l  desires, 
from vile an d  vain affec tions.IS

E lse w h e re  W esley  d e s c r ib e s  th e  
work o f  the  sanctifying Spirit as insp i
ra tion ,  filling, purify ing,  c leansing , 
sh e d d in g  love a b ro a d  in the  heart,  
t ransform ing, gifting, reigning, testi
fying, b r ing ing  joy, a n d  co n q u e r in g  
sin.

T h e  Spirit so fills th e  h ea r t  that,  
m e taphorica lly  speaking, there is no  
room  for it. D ivine love “expels” and  
“excludes” sin.

T h e  S p ir i t  c lea n ses  a n d  fills the  
heart an d  brings assurance to  seeking 
believers, “a co n sc io u sn e ss  th a t  we 
are inwardly  co n fo rm ed  by the  Spirit 
o f  G od ,  to  the  image o f  His Son.” 16 

T h e  “ in -sp ir i te d ” h ea r t  p ro d u ce s  
the  fru its  o f  th e  Spiri t .  W h e re  the  
Spirit governs. Wesley says, “ there is 
meekness, patience, gentleness, long- 
suffering . . .  a  soft an d  yielding spirit; 
a m ildness  an d  sweetness, a tender
ness o f  soul.” 20 

T h e  spiritual life is susta ined  by the 
insp ira tion  o f  the  Spirit, which is a 
"k in d  o f  spiritual respira tion  . . . an d  
the  child  o f  G o d  grows up  . . .  to  the 
full . . . sta ture o f  Christ .”21 

For all these reasons, it is a p p ro p r i 
a te  for us all to  p ra y  for th e  “ in 
spiriting” o f  the  Holy Spirit for

“Every m o m e n t .  Lord, I need 
T h e  m erit  o f  thy  dea th .”22

That We M ay Perfectly Love T hee
To Jo h n  Wesley, C hris t ian  perfec

tion .  perfect love, en t i re  sa n c t i f ic a 
t io n ,  a n d  h o l in e s s  w e re  d i f f e r e n t  
n am es  for the  sam e p h e n o m e n o n  o f  
sanctifying grace.

He never once  c la im ed th a t  C h r is 
t ian  perfection  was Adam ic,  angelic, 
or  absolute. It was a perfection  c o m 

patib le  with the  fact tha t  we are still 
m e m b e rs  o f  a fallen race. “T h e  h igh
est perfection w hich  m a n  can  a t ta in  
. . . does  no t  exc lude ignorance, and  
error, an d  a th o u sa n d  infirmities.” 2'

Perfection  for Wesley was s im ply  
m a k in g  the  h unger  to  be m o re  like 
G o d  th e  ce n tra l  focus o f  life. P e r 
fec t ion  is. W esley be l iev e d ,  lo v in g  
G o d  with all y ou r  heart, m ind . soul, 
an d  strength. H e believed tha t  w hen  
th i s  h a p p e n e d ,  s a n c t i f y i n g  g r a c e  
would  com e.

He urged his hearers, therefore, to 
“ let G o d  have  sole d o m in i o n  over  
you; let H im  reign w ith o u t  a rival: let 
H im  possess all y ou r  hear t  . . . Let

H im  be y o u r  o n e  desire ,  y o u r  joy, 
your  love.” 24 Perfect love is “to  have a 
heart so a l l-f lam ing  with love . . .  as 
con t inua l ly  to  offer up  every thought,  
word, an d  work as a spiritual sacrifice 
. . . to  G o d ."2' “Such a love is this, as 
engrosses the  whole heart, as takes  up 
all the affections, as fills the  en t ire  ca
pacity  o f  the  soul.” 26 

S uch  love is expressed  in rad ical 
love for o n e ’s fellowman. Wesley de
scribes it in T he W ay to  th e  K ingdom .

T h o u  sha lt  love thy  n e ig h b o u r  
. . . T h o u  shalt em b ra ce  with  the  
m o s t  t e n d e r  good  will, th e  m os t

ea rnes t  a n d  cordia l affection, the 
m o s t  i n f l a m e d  d e s i r e s  o f  pre
vent ing  or  rem ov ing  all evil, and of 
p ro c u r in g  for h im  every  possible 
good. T h y neighbour,— that is. not 
only thy friend, thy k in sm an .  ...  
n o t  only the  v ir tuous,  the  friendly, 
h im  th a t  loves thee, t h a t . . . returns 
thy  k indness, b u t  every . . . human

c r e a tu r e ,  every  sou l  w h ic h  God 
ha th  m ade; no t  except ing  . . .  him 
w h o m  th o u  know est  to  be evil and 
un th an k fu l ,  h im  t h a t . . . persecutes 
thee: h im  th o u  shalt love as thyself, 
w ith the  sa m e invariab le  thirst after 
h is  h a p p i n e s s  . . . th e  s a m e  un
w earied  ca re  to  screen h im  from 
w hatever  m ight grieve o r  hurt ei
the r  his soul o r  body.2 
P erhaps  we have ju s t  g a /e d  on the 

m o tiv a t io n  tha t  sent M ethod is ts  scur
ry ing  all over  E n g la n d  a n d  Ireland 
d is t r ibu t ing  food a n d  clothing, build
ing schoo ls ,  h o sp i ta ls ,  orphanages, 
p o o r  houses, a n d  chapels.

To perfectly love G o d  was also to

see the  renewal o f  the  ta rn ished  image 
o f  G o d  in th e  so u l  o f  th e  believ- i 
er. “ H o l i n e s s  is n o  le s s .” Wesley 
preached, “ th a n  hav ing  the  image of 
G o d  s ta m p e d  u p o n  the  hear t ."2' “The 
end  o f  religion is to  renew  o u r  hearts 
in the  im age o f  G o d ,  to  repa ir  that to
tal loss o f  . . . t ru e  holiness.”21' One 
w ho is entirely  sancti f ied  o r  who per
fectly loves G o d  has the  likeness of 
G o d  “graven on  his heart by the fin
ger  o f  G o d ;  w r o t e  in  th e  in-most 
sp ir it .” 7,1 O u r  s a n c t i f ie d  h ea r ts  will 
bea r  “ the  character ,  the  stam p,  the liv
ing im pression  o f  H is person.’" 1

Where the Spirit governs, there is a soft 
and yielding spirit, a mildness and 
sweetnessy a tenderness o f  soul.

Without the moment-by-moment cleansing 
by the blood o f  Christy notwithstanding 
our present holiness, we should be devils 
the next moment.
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Ibis scene is from a painting of John Wesley preaching in Newgate Prison, London C ourtesy A b in gdon  Press, An Album of Methodist History

Let us all pray
Come in, com e in. T hou  heaven ly  

Guest!
Nor hence again  rem ove;

But sup with m e, a n d  let th e  fe a s t  
Be everlasting love . 12

And W orthily M agnify  
Thy H oly N am e

God’s ho ly  n a m e  is m a g n i f i e d  
when those red e em e d  by H is  grace 
live holy lives o f  obed ience  a n d  ser
vice. Wesley taught a n d  m o d e led  a life 
given to good w o rk s  o f  p ie ty  a n d  
mercy. Works o f  piety  such  as prayer, 
worship, fasting, a n d  w itnessing  were 
essential. It was ju s t  as essential in 
Wesley's scheme o f  th ings  to: 

give to the poor, deal y ou r  b read  to  
the hungry. C over  the  naked  . . . e n 
tertain the s tran g e r ;  c a r ry  o n  o r  
send relief to  th e m  th a t  are  in p r i
son. Heal the sick; n o t  by miracle, 
but through th e  b lessing  o f  G o d  
upon your seasonable  support .  Let 
the blessing o f  h im  th a t  was ready 
to perish, t h r o u g h  p i n i n g  w a n t ,  
come upon thee. D efend  th e  o p 
pressed, plead the  cause  o f  the  fa
therless, a n d  m a k e  th e  w id o w ’s 
heart sing for joy .11 
Persons who w ith h o ld  gifts o f  ser

vice and m oney are n o t  on ly  robb ing  
God but "also robb ing  the  poor, the

hungry, the  n a k e d  . . . a n d  m a k in g  
th e m s e lv e s  a c c o u n t a b le  for  all th e  
want,  aff lic tion ,  a n d  distress w hich  
they d o  n o t  try  to  remove.” 14 

O n  the  day  o f  ju d g m e n t  we shall 
face these ques tions,  says Wesley.

W ast th o u  . . .  a  genera l  b e n e 
f a c to r  to  m a n k i n d ?  f e e d in g  th e  
hungry, c lo th ing  the  naked , c o m 
f o r t i n g  t h e  s i c k ,  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  
stranger, relieving the  afflicted . . . ?

Wast th o u  eyes to  the  blind, and  
feet to  the  lame? a father to  the  fa
th e r l e s s ,  a n d  a h u s b a n d  to  t h e  
w idow? a n d  d id s t  th o u  la b o u r  to  
i m p r o v e  a l l  o u t w a r d  w o r k s  o f  
m e rc y  as  m e a n s  o f  sa v in g  sou ls  
from dea th?15
T h o se  w ho  can answ er  "Yes, Lord, 

we d id ” are those  w ho  worth ily  m ag
nify H is holy nam e.

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
T h is  is the  last phrase  o f  the  Collect 

fo r  th e  C o m m u n io n  Service. I believe 
it is obv ious  th ro u g h o u t  o u r  analysis 
o f  Wesley t h a t  ev e ry th in g  d e p e n d s  
“u p o n  th e  v ir tue  o f  th a t  b lood  which 
was shed for us to  ‘cleanse us from all 
s in . '”16

L e t  m e  s i m p l y  r e p e a t  t h e  la s t  
k n o w n  w ords u tte red  by the  Reverend 
Mr. Wesley a few hours  before he died. 

7  th e  c h ie f  o f  s inners am ; 
hu t Jesus d ie d  fo r  m e. ”
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^\|he m ost “un-W esleyan" th ing  we could  do  with 
o u r  heritage is to  m a k e  it a  legalistic phylactery  
for th e  fo re h ea d  o f  2 1 s t - c e n tu r y  W esleyans. 
R a th e r  we m u s t  ow n an d  im p le m e n t  the  t im e 

less principles o f  Wesleyanism.
Consider,  therefore, these essential pr incip les o f  o u r  Wes

leyan heritage.
1. W esleyanism  Is Anchored in the Principle o f Grace

N oth ing  is m ore  founda tiona l to  Wesleyanism th a n  its 
gracious principle. Salvation  by grace a lone  is so essential 
to  Wesleyanism th a t  H en ry  Bett can  declare, “ From  the  
d ays  o f  Wesley to  th e  p resen t,  n o  M e th o d is t  has  ever 
d rea m ed  o f  g round ing  the  forgiveness o f  sins on  any th ing  
b u t  the  free grace o f  G o d  an d  the  redem ptive  w ork o f

F U urnm l

Private piety that clings to 
Jesus and ignores the human 
agonies o f  the world is foreign 
to genuine Wesleyanism.
conscience o f  his b re thren .”2 H e pleads rather, “T hough  we 
c a n n o t  th in k  alike, m ay  we no t love alike? M ay  we not be 
o f  one  heart, though  we are no t  o f  o n e  o p in io n ? '"  To Chris
tians  o f  different op in ions ,  Wesley says, “ If  th in e  heart is as 
m y  heart, if  th o u  lovest G o d  a n d  all m a n k in d .  I ask no 
more: give m e  th ine  hand .”4 

Wesley’s s e rm o n  “C a tho lic  Spirit"  was published  and 
with  it a Charles  Wesley h y m n ,  “C a tho lic  Love.” O n e  verse 
o f  it reads.

Forth fr o m  th e  m id s ts  o f  B a b e l brought,
P arties a n d  sects I  cast behind;

E n la rg ed  m y  heart, a n d  fr e e  m y  thought, 
W h ere ’er th e  la ten t tru th  I  f in d .
T he la ten t tru th  w ith jo y  to  own.

A n d  bow  to J e s u ’s n a m e  a lone  J
3. T he Central Purpose Is Salvation  

W h a tever  acts  o f  piety a n d  m ercy  Wesleyans en
gage in, let it be  re m e m b e re d  th a t  the  overarching 
a im  is the  sa lvation  o f  souls. Wesleyans take  sin seri

ously. S o m eth in g  has gone  w rong  with  the  h u m a n  enter
prise. T h e  h u m a n  heart,  as Albert O u t le r  has said, is a tin-OF

WESLEYANISM
Ten Core Concepts o f Authentic Wesleyanism

Christ.” 1 For us, the  cen tra l p r incip le  o f  the  gospel is th a t  
G o d  in Chris t  redeem s the  pen i ten t  s inne r  w ho  does no t  
a n d  c a n n o t  deserve redem ption .  Spiri tual fo rm a tio n  for 
Wesleyans is a m a t te r  o f  stages o f  grace: a to n in g  grace, pre- 
venient grace, just ify ing grace, sanctifying grace, perfecting 
grace, glorifying grace.

Works r ighteousness an d  self-help schem es are foreign to 
Wesleyans. We know  th a t  we en te r  G o d ’s hospital o f  spiri
tual healing  as charity  patients.
2. W esleyanism  Em braces a Catholic Spirit

T h e  ca tholic  spirit o f  Wesleyanism does no t m e an  it re
sembles the  R o m a n  C atholic  church. R a th e r  it m e an s  th a t  
John  Wesley was conv inced  th a t  w ha t C hris t ians  have in 
c o m m o n  in Chris t  is far grea ter  th a n  the ir  d e n o m in a t io n a l  
differences. T h a t  is to  say, th a t  prov incia lism  a n d  sectar
ianism  are foreign to  the  spirit o f  Wesleyanism. Wesley a f 
firms, “G o d  has given no right to  any  . . .  to  lord it over the

derbox  o f  sin. No stra in ing  effort o f  se lf-r igh tous works, 
an d  no  stack o f  self-help psychology books  can  cure  it. 

W h a t  is sa lvation? Wesley said.
By salvation I m ean ,  no t  barely, acco rd ing  to  the vul

gar no tion ,  deliverance from hell, o r  going to  heaven: but 
a  p resen t deliverance from sin, a res to ra tion  o f  the soul 
to  its p r im it ive  health, its orig inal purity; a  recovery of 
the  d iv ine  nature ; the  renewal o f  o u r  souls a f te r  the im
age o f  G od, in r ighteousness  an d  t ru e  holiness, injustice, 
mercy, an d  t ru th .6
Shallow activ ism  or  m ere  m e n ta l  hygiene in the  name of 

religion w ill no t  do  for Wesleyans. T h e  a im  o f  Wesleyanism 
is to  b r ing  the  redem ptive  pow er o f  Chris t  to  the  personal 
an d  co rpo ra te  sins an d  w o u n d s  o f  h u m a n k in d .
4. W esleyanism  R ests in the Sufficiency o f H oly  Scripture 

“O  give m e  th a t  book! At any  price, give m e  the  book of 
G o d !” cried Jo h n  Wesley. “ I have it: here is knowledge
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enough for me. Let m e be hom o unis l ib r i "  (a m a n  o f  one 
book). Weslevanism m u s t  never  separate  itself from tha t  
haunting cry o f  its fo u n d e r  w ho  im m ersed  h im se lf  in the 
Scnptures. T h e  biblical fo u n d a t io n  o f  W eslevanism is so 
pervasive that M ack  B. S tokes can  write:

This belief in the  au th o r i ty  an d  finality o f  the  Bible 
goes far deeper  th a n  intellectual assent. It is a p ro found  
conviction tha t  shapes o u r  feelings an d  stirs o u r  im ag
ination. It m oves o u r  w hole  being an d  directs  o u r  soul 
toward the m a g n if ice n t  vision o f  the  greatness an d  glory 
of G od /
The Wesleyan ap p ro a ch  to  the  Bible is wide-scoped, not 

fundamentalistic. It a t te m p ts  to  u n d e rs ta n d  biblical p r in 
ciples rather th a n  yank ing  isolated texts out o f  con tex t  to 
build a code to  su p p o r t  som e a s su m p t io n  or  other. Wes- 
leyans take the Bible to o  seriously to  c h o p  it up  in to  p ro o f  
texts to win argum en ts .  R a th e r  it is the  sufficient rule for 
faith and practice.
5. Weslevanism Is Christ-centered

Of Wesley. Albert O u t le r  wrote, " In  a h u n d re d  different 
ways, on thousands  o f  different occasions, d ecade  af te r  five 
decades, his message was Jesus Chris t  an d  h im  cruc if ied—  
Chrislus crucif ixus. C hris t us rcdcm ptor. C h ris t us I 'ic to rO
6. The Genius o f W eslevanism  Is Creative Synthesis  

Wesley m ode led  for us the  secret o f  b r ing ing  h u m a n
needs and the  resources  o f  the  C h r is t ian  faith in to  in 
sightful new com b in a t io n s .  T h is  can be seen in all o f  his 
doctrinal innovations.  T h e  gu ide line  for such synthesiz ing 
is to consult Scripture, reason, trad ition ,  an d  experience.
7. Weslevanism H as a Dynam ic Character

J. Kenneth G r id e r  cites the  d y n a m ic  qua l i ty  o f  Wes- 
leyanism. Tirst. Wesleyan theology takes the  gu idance  o f  
the Holy Spirit seriously. T h e  Spirit “co n t in u es  to  reveal 
the Father's will to  specific persons  in specific situations.” 1" 
Further, theology, lack ing  clear  sc rip tura l d irec tions  on  
many supplem entary  doctrines ,  m u s t  go by faith. In a d d i
tion, the social con tex t  in w hich  the  ch u rch  functions  c o n 
tinues to change. T h e  d y n a m ic  n a tu re  o f  W eslevanism is 
heightened, also, as the  en e m ie s  o f  the  faith m o u n t  newly 
armed opposition m ovem en ts .  In such cases, G r id e r  o b 
serves that “theology c a n n o t  say s im ply  the  sam e old things 
..for in that case it had  ju s t  ab o u t  as well say n o th in g  at 

all."1 Wesleyanism's d y n a m ic  cha rac te r  un ique ly  equ ips  it 
tobe faithful to  the  heritage, yet relevant to  the  times.
8. Wesleyanism E m phasizes V ital R eligious Experience

“I want that faith w hich  n o n e  can  have w ith o u t  know ing  
that he hath it,” 12 prayed the  you n g  Wesley. Vital religious 
sperience has been a core con c ep t  o f  Wesleyanism ever 
since John Wesley 's heart was “ strangely w a rm e d ” at the 
meeting in Aldersgate Street in M ay o f  1738. In m a n y  Wes
leyan churches today, “ the  one  m os t s ignificant p re requ i
site for m em bersh ip  is an  experiential o n e — the experience 
of conversion."1'

Empty form al religion d o es  no t  satisfy th e  Wesleyan 
quest for the religion o f  the  heart. Wesley declares, “ He 
rants a religion o f  a nob le r  kind, a religion h igher and  
deeper than this. He can  no  m o re  feed on  this  poor, shal
low, formal th ing  th a n  he can  Till his belly with the  east 
wind.”' 14
7. Wesleyanism P laces a Strong Accent on Community
Wesleyanism is no t  the  religion o f  the  solitary m ystic  in 

a cell, the lonely herm it ,  the  m o n a s t ic  recluse, o r  the  lone 
ascetic fighting evil spirits in the  desert sun. Rather.  Wes-

Neither shallow activism nor 
mere mental hygiene meet 
Wesleyan standards o f religion.

levanism prizes corpora te  worship, sm all-group  ministry, 
and  m u tua l  spiritual guidance. It is not suited for ivory 
towers bu t  for busy streets. Wesleyan Chris t ian i ty  calls for 
responsible living in com m unity .  T h e  princip les o f  C hris
t ian fellowship dem o n s tra te d  in Wesley's societies, classes, 
bands, and  prayer meetings m us t  be preserved in any a u 
then tic  Wesleyan group.
10. True W esleyanism  D em onstrates a M agnetic Attrac
tion to the Oppressed

W esleyanism  re n o u n c e s  “ p r iva te  p ie ty  th a t  clings to 
Jesus an d  ignores the  h u m a n  agonies o f  this world.” 15 Wes
ley’s iden tif ica tion  with the ignorant,  the  forgotten, and  the 
exploited gave muscle to  his practical theology.

At ce r ta in  periods, som e o f  Wesley's theo log ical  d e 
scendan ts  have neglected this  core concep t to  the ir  own 
de tr im en t.

T hose  w ho would  shape a new Wesleyanism for the  years 
tha t  are abou t to be m ust  take M atthew  5:4-6 seriously. In 
tha t  passage, Jesus validates His m essianic credentia ls  by 
citing His ministry to the  blind, the  lame, the lepers, the  
deaf, an d  the  poor. Jesus a p p e n d ed  a punch- line  epilogue 
to  this discourse: “ H appy  is the m a n  who does no t  f ind  m e 
a s tum blingb lock” (M atthew  11:6, NEB).

O u r  Wesleyan heritage is a gift to treasure an d  share. As 
we look at the  gift in o u r  hands, we see that,  in the  best 
sense o f  the  word, o u r  spiritual ancestor. Mr. Wesley, was a 
a “theo logian  o f  the road.”

T hose  o f  the  balcony  see those who work ou t their  
theology at a d is tance from ordinary, everyday life, o b 
serving its m o v e m e n t  and  its ac tors  like people in Spain 
who sit on  the ir  upsta irs  balconies in the  evenings and  
watch life go by on the streets below. T h e  theology which 
they p roduce  is of ten  o f  fine quality  in te rm s  o f  s tan 
dards  o f  academ ic  scholarship, b u t  it is rem ote  from or
d inary  life, au thori ta r ian ,  and  cold. In con tras t  . . . the 
theo log ians o f  the  road are those  w ho share fully in the  
hustle an d  bustle o f  the  streets, w ho give them selves  to 
the  dust, the  sweat, an d  tediousness o f  travel and  who 
work o u t  the ir  answers as they walk a long in co m p a n y  
with others, sharing  the  burdens.  A u th o r unknown.
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CLOSE
TO
HOME
News from districts 
and local churches

Earnest and Pearl Armstrong (above) were 
honored recently by the New Mexico Dis
trict. The new tabernacle at the district 
center was named in honor of the couple 
who have served in various ministerial ca
pacities on the district since 1929.

Rev. Armstrong has pastored churches 
in Oklahoma, Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Canada. He also served as president 
of Canadian Nazarene College in 1941.

“The Armstrongs are loved, respected, 
and a p p rec ia ted  beyond w o rd s ,” said 
Allen Dace, New Mexico District superin
tendent. “Their ministry and lives have 
influenced us for God and holy living.”

Missouri District 1990 Ordinand 
Class (firs t row, I. to r.): General 
S u p e rin te n d e n t Donald D. 
Owens, Rev. and Mrs. Kyu Woo 
Lee, and District Superintendent 
Hiram Sanders; (second row, I. to 
r.) Rev. and Mrs. Jim T. Carnell 
and Rev. and M rs. Dale Pigg; 
( th ird  and fou rth  rows, I. to r.) 
Rev. Rosie Moore and Mrs. An
drew  M o o re , Rev. and M rs. 
M ich ae l Hruby, Rev. and Mrs. 
J e ffre y  W ood, Rev. and M rs. 
A lan Lyke, Deacon and M rs. 
Mark M iller, and Rev. and Mrs. 
Wendell Buck.

West Virginia South District 1990 
Ordinand Class (I. to r.): General 
Superintendent Jerald D. John
son, Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Saylor, 
Rev. and Mrs. George Larue, Rev. 
and Mrs. Phil Perry, and District 
Superintendent C. Harold Smith.

Iow a D is tr ic t  1 9 9 0  O rdinand  
Class (fron t row, I. to r.): Rev. and 
Mrs. Gregory M orris, Rev. John 
Theuret, Rev. and Mrs. W illiam  
Branson, (back row, I. to r.) Gener
al Superintendent Jerald D. John
son, and District Superintendent 
Forrest Whitlatch.

Indianapolis D istrict 1990 Ordi
nand Class (I. to r.): General Su
perintendent Donald D. Owens, 
Rev. and M rs. John W. Kinsey. 
Rev. and Mrs. James H. Holt, and 
District Superintendent John Hay. 
Sr.

Paul White was ordained at 
the 1990 Northeastern Indi
ana D is tric t Assembly by 
General Superintendent Eu
gene L. Stowe.

Items for “Close to Home,” along with 
photos, should be sent to the 

Herald of Holiness, 
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131.
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VITAL STATISTICS
Deaths

REV L A R R Y  A B L A .  6 3 .  V a n c o u v e r .  
Wash. Oct 25  S u r v i v o r s  w i f e  J u n e  
daughter Sherr i  DeF ma  t w o  b r o t h e r s :  t w o  
sisters one g ra n d s o n

REV MUNRO E S B U R K H A R T .  8 1 .  E lm  
Mott. Te* Nov 3 S u r v i v o r s  w i f e  E llen 
sons. Gene. Leo. J a m e s  E ld o n  d a u g h t e r s .  
Selma J B r o o m f i e l d  E l i z a b e t h  A n n  
McMinn ' b ro th e r  22  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  34 
great -grandchi ldren 3 g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d -  
children

REV F R A N C I S  K E T N E R  8 4 .  O l a t h e  
Kans . Nov 2 S u r v i v o r s :  w i f e  E l i z a b e th  
Jones-Ketner s o n s  F r a n c i s  Jr  . J e r r o l d  
four gran dch i ldre n t h r e e  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l 
dren

REV CHARLES H L iP K E R . 29.  A lv a d a  
Ohio. Oct 2 S u r v i v o r s  w i f e .  N in a,  d a u g h 
ters. Lois (M rs  D o u g la s )  Krreis ley.  P h y l l i s  
Lipker: one s is te r  th re e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n

REV. M ICH AE L F V A R R O . SR  . m i s s i o n 
ary 27 July  2 S u r v i v o r s  w i fe .  E l i za bet h 
sons. Michael . J r .  Da v i d d a u g h t e r s  L J u 
lia Boxal M a r g a r e t  F T h a r p e .  12  g r a n d 
children: 2 g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n

LUIS F VEGA 9 6  P a s a d e n a  C a l i f . Oct  
I5 Survivors so n.  J o s u e :  d a u g h te r .  Re be -  
ca Ross: 10 g r a n d c h i l d r e n :  3 g r e a t - g r a n d 
children

Correction: In the  N o v e m b e r  H e ra ld  p i  
Holiness, the n a m e  ot  D o r a  E Fox, as tt ie 
surviving w i d o w  o l  Rev. B e n j a m i n  A r t h u r  
Fox. was i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o m i t t e d  W e  reg re t  
the error

Births
to  J E R R Y  A N D  J U L IE  ( K I T C H E N )  BAY- 

L ESS .  L e w i s v i l l e .  Tex . a g i r l .  B r i t t a n y  D i 
an ne .  N o v  17 

to  H A N K  A N D  E L L E N  ( G A I L E Y )  D E C K 
ER Dove r .  Pa . a boy.  K e v in  J a m e s ,  N ov  
30

t o  B R U C E  A N D  N A D E N E  D I L L M A N .  
W e s t w o o d .  N.J a g i r l ,  A m y  Ly n n .  S e p t  7 

to  S T E P H E N  A N D  R O B I N  ( Z I E B A R T H )  
L E O N A R D  U p l a n d .  C a l i f  , a g i r l .  T a b i t h a  
Ja ne a.  Oct  28 

to  M A R K  A N D  L A U R I E  ( S C H E R M E R -  
H O R N )  M A D R A .  B u c k f l e l d , M a i n e ,  a boy.  
J o s h u a  R a y m o n d .  N o v  14 

a d o p t e d  b y  W A Y N E  E. A N D  J O Y C E  
( S T A R C H E R )  M I L L E R .  A k r o n .  Oh io ,  a boy. 
J o h n  M a r k .  Oct .  26  

to  R A N D Y  A N D  M A R C Y  ( S A N S O M )  R A 
LE Y A r l i n g t o n  Tex.  t w i n  b o y s .  S t e p h e n  
A la n  a n d  J a s o n  A a r o n  J a n  23

Marriages
M A R Y  B E T H  F R A N K  a n d  M A R K  A N 

D R E W  L A M P F  at  C o l u m b i a .  S.C..  Oct  6 
KA TH Y  KIZZEE a nd  M I C H A E L  PE L L E Y  at 

W e s t l a k e .  Oh io ,  O c t  13 
T E R R Y  L Y N N  O N D E R K A  a nd  S T E P H E N  

W A Y N E  S U M N E R  at  T a m p a .  Fla Dec 14

Anniversaries
L A W R E N C F  A N D  I S A B E L L E  F AL K c e l e 

b r a t e d  t h e i r  5 0 t h  w e d d i n g  a n n i v e r s a r y  in 
J u l y  w i t h  a r e c e p t io n  at  R o ya l  V i e w  C h u r c h  
in B u r n a b y .  B C. .  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  be e n  
c h a r t e r  m e m b e r s  f o r  4 2  y ea rs .  T h e i r  th re e

c h i l d r e n  a n d  s p o u s e s  a l s o  h o s t e d  a f o r m a l  
d i n n e r  in t h e i r  h o n o r  in S an  D ie g o  Cali f  

S A B I N  A N D  V I O L A  P E T E R S O N  c e l e b r a t 
ed t h e i r  6 0 t h  w e d d i n g  a n n i v e r s a r y  Se p t  16 
w i t h  a r e c e p t i o n  a t  L i t c h f i e l d  ( M i n n . )  
c h u r c h  A s h o r t  p r o g r a m  c o n s i s t i n g  of  m u 
s i c  a n d  S c r i p t u r e  r e a d i n g s  w a s  g i v e n  by 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a nd  g r a n d c h i l d r e n

REV.  A N D  M R S  P A U L  C. S N E L L E N -  
BE R G ER  ce le b ra te d  t h e i r  5 0 t h  w e d d i n g  a n 
n i v e r s a r y  S e p t .  2 9  w i t h  a r e c e p t io n  g iv e n  
b y th e i r  d a u g h t e r s  at  E ur e ka  (I II .) c h u r c h  
T he  S n e l l e n b e r g e r s  p a s t o r e d  c h u r c h e s  on 
t h e  I l l in o is  a n d  N o r t h w e s t e r n  I l l in o is  d i s 
t r ic ts .

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
D A V I D  B.  A L D R I D G E ,  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  

M o u n t  V e r n o n  (O h io )  F i rs t,  to  as s o c ia te  
C o l u m b u s  (O h io )  S h e p h e r d  

R O B E R T  A R N D T , f r o m  D u b u q u e .  Io w a ,  to  
Pella . Io w a

M I C H A E L  R A R N O L D ,  f r o m  F l o r e n c e .
Or e g  . to  R o se vi l le .  Cali f  

J A N E  A B R E W I N G T O N .  I r o m  e v a n g e l i s m  
to  pa st or ,  L i v i n g s t o n  (Tenn  ) M i s s i o n  

L A R R Y  E B R I N C E F I E L D  f r o m  H a r r i s  
Ct ia p el  to  H e r n a n d o .  Fla 

CH LO E B R O W N ,  f r o m  M i la n ,  III., to  W h e e l 
er, Tex

S A M U E L  R B R O W N  f r o m  e v a n g e l i s m  to 
pa st or .  C h a r le s t o n  (W .V a ) S o u t h  Hi l ls 

J S T E V E N  F A R G O  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  
F la gs ta f f .  Ar iz  to  a s s o c ia te .  L e w is v i l le .  
Tex

R. K E N D A L  F R A N K L I N ,  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e

7

Sa n t a  A n a  (Cali f  ) F i r s t  to  pas tor .  C i m a r 
ro n.  Karrs

D A N N Y  E G O D D A R D ,  f r o m  W i l m i n g t o n  
N.C. , to  H a rr is  Ch ap el .  Ind 

R M A R K  G R E E N , f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  M a n 
c h e s t e r  C o n n  . to  p a s t o r .  S c i o t o v i l l e  
(O h io )  P o r t s m o u t h  

G E O RG E A G R IB B E N  III ,  f r o m  M a n s f i e l d  
(O h io )  F i rs t  to  B r u n s w i c k .  O h io  

H E R B E R T  0  G R I M M ,  f r o m  R a v e n s w o o d .
W.Va . .  to  Cheste r .  S.C.

A N D R E W  F. G R O S S M A N ,  f r o m  H a w t h o r n e .
Ne v . to  S el m a .  Cali f  

CLYDE T. G U N N  f r o m  e v a n g e l i s m ,  to  p a s 
tor ,  Gas Ci ty,  Ind 

M A X  H A R R I S  II. f r o m  pas tor .  N o r m a n  (Ok-  
la ) F irst , to  e d u c a t i o n  

P H I L L I P  D.  H A U S E .  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  
F a i r v i e w  V i l l a g e .  P a . ,  t o  a s s o c i a t e ,  
Ol at h e ( K a n s  I Co l le g e C h u rc h  

D A N I E L  W. H AY E S,  f r o m  B a r t o w .  Fla . to  
P l an t  Ci ty  (Fla. ) W a g o n e r  M e m o r i a l  

E D W A R D  H. HECK, t r o m  Fl in t ( M i c h . )  F i rs t 
to  V i c k s b u r g  ( M i c h . )  C h a p m a n  M e m o r i 
al

D A N A  R H I C K S ,  t r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  T w i n  
Fal ls .  I d a h o ,  t o  s t u d e n t  N T S .  K a n s a s  
Ci ty

J.  RAY H O L L IS ,  t r o m  i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  
to  pastor .  Va ld e z Alaska  

B O B B Y  J H O R N B E C K .  to  p a s t o r .  P o to s i .  
M o

J O H N  E H U L S I Z E R  f r o m  B l o o m f i e l d
Io w a ,  to  D u b u q u e .  Io w a  

B R U C E  T J O H N S O N ,  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  
Y u k o n  ( O k la . )  F i r s t  to  a s s o c i a t e .  Erud 
(O kl a ) F i rs t 

J A M E S  D J O H N S O N ,  f r o m  S a c r a m e n t o  
(Cal i f  ) F i rs t  to  M u n c i e  ( I n d . )  S o u t h s id e  

D O N A L D  P. K A U F F M A N , f r o m  pa st or ,  T r e n 
t o n .  N . J . .  t o  a s s o c i a t e .  M a n c h e s t e r .  
C o n n

P H I L L I P  R. K E L L E R M A N ,  f r o m  s t u d e n t .  
NT S K a n s a s  Ci ty, to  pa st or ,  Hai ley. Id a 
ho

F R A N K  R LAC I. f r o m  s tu d e n t .  NNC . N a m 
pa, to  p a s t o r  C ry s ta l  Lake ,  III.

R O B E R T  L.  L E FF E L.  f r o m  e v a n g e l i s m  to  
pastor .  O v e r l a n d  Pa rk ( K a n s  ) A n t io c h  

T H O M A S  M A H A N E Y .  f r o m  s t u d e n t .  NBC. 
C o l o r a d o  S p r in g s .  C o lo  to  pa st or .  P a t 
t e r s o n  ( C a l i f ) M i s s i o n  

R A Y N A R D  L. M A R T I N ,  f r o m  M a rs h a l l .  Mo . .
to  M o r g a n t o w n  (W . V a . ) P ie r p o n t  

F R A N C I S C O  M A S T A C H E .  f r o m  P a h o k e e  
(Fla ) F irst . H is p a n ic ,  to  H o l l y w o o d .  Fla 

G L E N  D M A T T H E W S ,  J R . .  f r o m  F l i n t  
( M i c h . )  W e s t g a t e  t o  M e l b o u r n e  (F la . )  
M e t r o  Chape l  

M I C H A E L  D.  M c C L U R E ,  f r o m  D a n v i l l e  
(Va. )  C a lv a ry  to  A s h e b o r o .  N.C.

W E S L E Y  D M E I S N E R .  f r o m  d i s t r i c t  a s 
s i g n e d  N o r t h w e s t  O k la h o m a ,  to  pastor ,  
N o r m a n  (Okla . )  F i rs t  

G E R A L D  A.  N O R R I N G T O N ,  f r o m  as so c i a te .  
C a r r o l l to n ,  T e x . to  a s s o c ia te  B e av er to n.  
Oreg

G A R Y  W. O ' B R Y A N T ,  f r o m  C a t l e t t s b u r g  
(K y . ) S o u t h s i d e  to  I r v in e  (Ky.)  F i rs t  

R S C O T T  O S T E N D O R F  f r o m  La ke  M a r y .
Fla , to  G a s t o n ia  (N .C .)  Ea st s id e 

D.  P H I L L I P  P I N C K A R D ,  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e ,  
W e i r l o n ,  W.Va . .  to  pa st or .  S p r i n g  A rb o r ,  
M i c h

G. R IL E Y  P O W E L L ,  f r o m  C o l l i n s v i l le  (I I I .)
F i rs t  to  R al e i g h (N .C .)  F i rs t  

J A M E S  A R I C C I ,  f r o m  a s s o c i a t e .  F a i r 
b a n k s  ( A l a s k a )  T o t e m  Po le ,  t o  p a s t o r .  
M in o t ,  N.Dak.

J. P H I L I P  R O H R E R . f r o m  A tw a te r ,  C a l i f . to  
O akd ale .  Cali f  

C O N N E R  H. S AY E RS , JR . ,  to  pa st or ,  C le v e 
la nd  (O h io )  L a k e s h o re  

R A Y M O N D  A.  S H A R P E S  f r o m  F a i r f i e l d .
O h io  to  O x fo rd .  Pa 

D A V ID  S O R E N S O N , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  Par is ,

DENOMINATION-WIDE i
Continuing Lay Training Study j

The Bible Speaks to Me  
About My Service 

and Mission
takes servanthood o ff the pedestal 
of idealism  and sets it free to roam 
the co rrido rs  of consecrated liv 
ing.
Here is a book fu ll of ins ights that 
challenge the conventiona l w is 
dom of secular culture. Grounded 
in Scripture, and referenced w ith 
godly w isdom , th is  CLT study w ill 
nudge you toward the s im p lic ity  of 
the Savior.
H H 0 8 3 -4 1 1 -3 5 9 7  $5.95

Plus p o s tage

Order to ll-free 
Nazarene Publishing House 

1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0
Box 419527  •  Kansas City, MO 64141

Price sub/ect to change without notice
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III., to pastor, Oakwood, III.
LEE SORENSON, from  associate, Forks, 

Wash . to pastor. White Salmon. Wash. 
STELL S. SOWDER. from  Anderson (Ind.)

New Covenant to Marinette, Wis. 
JONATHON L. SPYKER, to pastor, Criders- 

ville. Ohio
R IC HA RD  STAFFORD, fro m  S o c o rro , 

N.Mex., to Ulysses, Kans.
DAVID STEEL, to pastor. Molokai, Hawaii 
E W ILLIS STEMEN, from  Tiffin , Ohio, to 

Montreal (Que.) First English 
JAMES L STEWART, from  Raleigh. N.C., 

to Asheville, N.C.
DONALD G STROHMEYER, from  Broad

view, N.M., to Harney County, Oreg. 
DAVID G. STUHR. to  pa s to r, M on roe , 

Wash.
JAMES E STURGIS, from  associate. San 

Diego (Calif.) M ission Valley, to A lham 
bra, Calif

JERRY L. SU D D U TH , fro m  a s so c ia te , 
Hutchinson (Kans.) First, to pastor, St. 
Louis (Mo.) Lemay 

JOE R. SUTHERLAND, SR.. from  East A l
ton (III.) Calvary to Fairfield, III 

ROD D. THELANDER, from  Wray, Colo., to 
Pueblo (Colo.) Belmont 

TIMOTHY THOMAS, from  student. TNC, 
to associate, Erie. Kans.

HOWARD W. TRIPP, from  evangelism  to 
pastor. Wurtland, Ky.

GREGG TULOWITZKY, from  student. NTS, 
Kansas City, to pastor, Glasgow, Del 

W ILLIAM  R. VanMETER. from  associate.
Pataskala, Ohio, to pastor, Hebron, Ohio 

JACKIE L VERNIER, from  Eufaula, Okla., 
to Baxter Springs, Kans.

GARLAND R. WALLACE, from  Evansville 
(Ind.) First to Abilene (Tex.) First 

NATHAN P. W ARD fro m  In d ia n a p o lis  
(In d .) W estside  to C oshocton  (O h io) 
First

RONALD J. WELLS, from  Soldotna. A las
ka, to Prineville, Oreg.

JOHN M. WESSIC, from  student. MANC, 
Olathe, Kans., to pastor, Ironton, Mo. 

KATHERINE S. WIDDIFIELD, from  associ
ate. Raleigh (N.C.) First, to pastor, Cary, 
N.C.

CHARLES V. W ILLIAMS, from  Charleston 
(W.Va.) South Hills to Pineville, W.Va. 

JAMES B W ILLIAMS, JR.. from  associate, 
T renton, N .J., to  assoc ia te , P ortland 
(Oreg.) Rose City 

ROBERT B W IRTM ILLER. fro m  Searcy, 
Ark., to Jonesboro (A rk ) W oodsprings 

ROGERT L. YOST, from  Viroqua. WIs., to 
Superior (W is.) Twin Ports

Recommendations
The follow ing have been recommended 

by th e ir  respective  d is tr ic t  su p e r in te n 
dents:

GROVER DESKINS, evangelist, 35 Gill 
Dr . Newark, DE 19713, (302) 738-6483, 
by Roy E. Carnahan, Washington District.

JANICE EDWARDS, evangelist. P.O. Box 
1 393, Bethany, OK 73008 , (4 0 5 ) 787- 
4601, by Carl B. Summer, Southwest Okla
homa District.

PENNIE N IC KELS HUGHES and 
R ICHARD HUGHES, song e v a n g e lis ts , 
4755 County Road 27, M onte Vista, CO 
81144, (719) 852-4674. by Leon F. Wyss, 
Colorado District.

FRANK SKILLERN. evangelist, 8300 - 
8400 N.W. 10 #40, O klahom a City, OK 
73127. by Carl B Summer, Southwest Ok
lahoma District.

JAMES E. WOLFORD, evangelist. 3660 
Grace Drive, St. Marys. OH 45885, (419) 
394-5419, by Oval L. Stone. Northeastern

Indiana District,

Moving Missionaries
A LEX A N D ER , REV. DOUG and ANNE. 

South Africa (ANTC), Furlough address: 
1445 Penrose, Olathe, KS 66062 

BULLON, DR. HUMBERTO and DORO
T H Y ', Costa Rica. Field address: Aparta- 
do Postal 3977-1000, San Jose, COSTA 
RICA

BUNCH. REV. GARY and FERN, Brazil, Fur
lough address: 6907 N W 41st. Beth
any, OK 73008 

BUSTLE, DR. LOUIE and ELLEN. Ecuador. 
Field address: c/o SAM Regional Office, 
Casilla 17-11-05027. Quito. ECUADOR 

CALHOUN, REV. RON and SHELVA, South 
A frica  (ANTC), F urlough Address: M 
S co tt M is s io n a ry  H om e, 398 Burke 
Street. Bourbonnais. IL 60914 

COX, REV. DON and CHERYL, Ecuador. 
Field address: c/o SAM Regional Office. 
Casilla 17-11-05027, Quito, ECUADOR 

GARDNER, REV. DONALD and EVELYN'. 
M alaw i, Field Address: P.O. Box 253, 
Mzuzu, MALAWI 

GRANT, REV. JEREMIAH and LYCIA'. Z im 
babw e, S ta tes ide  ad dre ss : P.O Box 
11462, Kansas City, MO 64112 

GRIFFITH, REV. MARSHALL and DELLA. 
Dominican Republic, Furlough address: 
10416 B ayberry , O klahom a C ity. OK 
73162

GRUVER, MRS BEVERLY, Ecuador, Field 
address: c/o SAM Regional Office. Casil
la 17-11-05027. Quito. ECUADOR 

HALL, DR. TERRY and S U S A N ', Sw azi
land. Furlough address: 6275 Redbud 
Ridge Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73162 

HOSKINS. MR M ARTY and D E B BIE *. 
Ecuador, Field address: c/o SAM Re
g io n a l O ffice . C as illa  17-1 1 -0 5 0 2 7 , 
Quito, ECUADOR 

HO W IE, REV. FRANK and HEATHER, 
M ozam bique. Field address: P.O. Box 
3 3 1 . 1710  F lo r id a . R EPU BLIC  OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

HUGHES. REV. KEN D ALL and FAYE 
A N N E '. E cuador, Field ad d re ss : c/o  
SAM R eg ional O ffice . C as illa  17 -11 - 
05027, Quito, ECUADOR 

HUGHES. TED and MIMA. Ecuador, Field 
address: c/o SAM Regional Office, Casil
la 17-11-04964, Quito. ECUADOR 

HUNTER, REV MERLIN and A LIC E ', Holy 
Land, F urlough address: 510 C ircu it 
Drive, Roseville. CA 95678 

MILLER, MR. JOHN and CAROLYN', Peru, 
Field address: Apartado 193, Chiclayo, 
PERU

MOORE. REV GARY and LA V O N N A *, 
Kenya. Field address: B P. 91. Gisenyi. 
RWANDA

MORGAN. REV. EARL and NORMA. Holy 
Land, Furlough address: 494 Meadows 
Road S., Bourbonnais, IL 60914 

MOWERY, M ISS L IN D A ',  S ou th  A frica  
(AMC), Furlough address: 109 South 
George Street, Lancaster, OH 43130 

R IC H. REV. D W IG H T and CAROLYN. 
Ecuador, Field address: c/o  SAM Re
g io n a l O ffice . C as illa  17-1 1 -0 5 0 2 7 . 
Quito, ECUADOR 

RUNION, REV. DAVID and NO R M A'. M exi
co Seminary. Language Study: Apartado 
Posta l 39 77 -1000 . San Jose. COSTA 
RICA

SARMIENTO. REV. CHRISTIAN and MAR- 
G IT ',  Ecuador, Field address: c/o SAM 
Regional Office, Casilla 17 -11-05027 , 
Quito, ECUADOR 

S ISLER  REV CLAUDE and SAN D R A, 
Chile, Field address: Casilla 123, Correo 
30, Santiago, CHILE

SMITH, REV. JAMES and PATRICIA. South 
Africa (ASF Central), Furlough address: 
RR 1. Box 73-B1. West Baden Springs. 
IN 47469

STOREY. REV. STANLEY and NO RM A, 
G uatem ala, Field address: MAC C on
struction Coordinator, 13 Calle 1 -51 Apt. 
601, Z.10. 01010 Guatemala. C A. 

SWANSON, DR. DW IGHT and K A T H Y ', 
ENBC, Field address: Postfach 109. CH 
8201 Schaffhausen. SWITZERLAND 

TRESSLER. MISS VEORA. Guatemala. Fur
lough address: RR 2, Box 104. Boswell. 
PA 15531

WEISEN. MR. JA N '. Swaziland. Field ad
dress: P.O. Box 14, MANZINI 

WILSON, REV. BRIAN and JOAN. Ecuador, 
Field address: c/o SAM Regional Office, 
Casilla 17-11-05027 Quito, ECUADOR 

W OODRUFF, DR ROBERT and S U E ',  
ENBC, Home address: 2 Cassia Street,

Coolum Beach, Queensland 4573. AUS
TRALIA

'Specialized Assignm ent Personnel

DIRECTORIES
BO ARD  OF G EN ER AL  SUPERINTENDENTS

Office: 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 
64131 Raymond W. Hurn chairman: John 
A K n ig h t, v ic e -c h a irm a n :  Donald D 
O w ens, se c re ta ry : Je ra ld  D Johnson, 
W illiam  J Prince, Eugene L Stowe.

G EN ER AL  SUPER IN TEN D EN TS  EMERITUS:

George C ou lte r, 9310  C an terbury. Lea
w ood. KS 66206: V H Lewis. 1406 Cam
bridge, Olathe. KS 66062: Orville W Jenk
in s . 2 3 0 9  W. 1 0 3 rd  St Leaw ood. KS 
6 6 2 0 6 : W ill ia m  M G re a th o u se . 1179 
Rosewood Trail. Mount Juliet. TN 37122.

P & B  U p d a te :

Fourteen Districts Paid 100 Percent or More 
of the Pensions and Benefits Fund

Fourteen districts in the United States and Canada 
paid 100 percent or more of  their Pensions and Benefits 
Fund for the 1989-90 assembly year. This is the highest 
number of districts to ever achieve their 100 percent 
goal in one year. Eleven additional districts paid 95 
percent or more and forty-nine others paid at least 90 
percent. Those paying 100 percent or more are Alaska, 
Canada Pacific, Canada Quebec. Eastern Kentucky, 
Florida Space Coast. Hawaii Pacific, Maine. Navajo 
Nation, Northwestern Ohio. Sacramento, San Antonio, 
South Carolina, Southwest Latin American, and Western 
Latin American. Hawaii Pacific district has paid in full 
or over paid its Fund amount for twenty-three consecu
tive years. The Alaska district has paid at least 100 
percent for fifteen consecutive years. Full participation 
in the Pensions and Benefits Fund is vital since more 
that one-half million dollars is now sent monthly to those 
qualifying for a monthly pension. Nearly 12,000 
ministers are expecting a pension in future years. 
Although reserve funds are growing, they are not yet 
sufficient to meet the needs of  the many years o f  service 
credit earned by ministers prior to the beginning of the 
“ Basic" Pension Plan in 1971.

The Board of  Pensions and Benefits USA congratu
lates all those districts who have met their Pensions and 
Benefits Fund goals. It is because of  such faithful support 
that progress continues to be made with the "Basic" 
Pension Plan.

Board o f Pensions and Benefits USA, 6401 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131-1284.
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BY TOM F E L D K R

SNU HONORS ITS BEST . . .
Betty Twining Stinson of
Prescott. Ariz., recently re
ceived the Heritage Award 
from the Southern Nazarene

University Alumni Associa
tion in recognition of her in
volvement with the universi
ty for more than 25 years.

Stinson has served as a 
public school teacher for 
more than 35 years. She has 
received the Outstanding 
Secondary Teacher of the 
Year award (1974). Teacher 
of the Year award (1984). 
and DAR State History 
Teacher of the Year award 
(1988) in Arizona.

In addition. Stinson has 
pastored six churches during 
a span of  43 years, main
tained an active radio min
istry, and has been active in 
community service.

NEVER AN ABSENTEE . .  .
William Hawley (above) 
was honored by his local 
church recently for a lifetime 
of perfect Sunday School at
tendance. The 40-year-old 
was recognized by Peoria.
Ill,, Northside Church of the 
Nazarene for continuous at

tendance since birth.
Hawley’s father, Richard 

Hawley, serves as pastor of 
Northside Church. F. 
Thom as Bailey, Northwest
ern Illinois District superin
tendent. attended the service 
and offered his congratula
tions to William.

SOVIET TEENS VISIT 
TENNESSEE. . .  Two teens 
from the Soviet Union have 
been spending the past year 
in a Tennessee Nazarene 
home. Lisa Acam uahu and 
Irina Auehcugze have spent 
the past year away from their 
home in the Georgia Repub
lic of the USSR as a part of a 
cultural exchange program.

The girls are living with 
John and Sandra Butler
who are members of First 
Church of the Nazarene in 
Cowan. Tenn.

Lisa (front left) and Irina 
(front, right) are pictured 
with (hack row, I. to r.): San
dra Butler; Carol J. Sparks, 
NWMS president; and John 
Butler.

MINISTRY TO THE 
ELDERLY . . .  Etta Tucker
was honored recently by 
the Bradenton, Fla., Kiwa- 
nis Club as volunteer 
layperson of the year.
Tucker (pictured right), a 
member of Bradenton First 
Church of  the Nazarene, 
was recognized for her 
leadership of a senior adult 
nursing and retirement 
home ministry.

Tucker conducts 16 ser
vices in 10 different nurs
ing and retirement centers 
each month.

Tucker has directed this 
ministry since 1986. accord
ing to Herb M cM illian, di
rector of Christian education 
at Bradenton First. Prior to

this she and her late husband. 
F. F. Tucker, pastored 
churches for 45 years in Indi
ana, Ohio, and New Jersey.

^  M  Send your items for
A  ^ L .  A i  ^  ETCETERA. . .  to the Her-

1^ ^  W "  . ;?c I  ■&£ a  w - r m  aid of Holiness. The
Kansas

L i  I L L  I v l  d i  • •



BECAUSE YOU GAVE

$10.00 A WEEK 
FOR 

GROCERIES!
BY BEVERLEE BORBE

In the good old days," as people o ften  say, “th ings 
were different." T hey  were different, all right. I 
r e m e m b e r  hav ing  ju s t  $10.00 a week to  feed a 

family o f  four. I can  verify the  fact th a t  there are 101 
ways to  fix g round  beef, an d  ab o u t  as m a n y  ways to 
fix a fat old stewing hen.

D o n ’t tell m e a b o u t  the  good old days, because I 
like the  way it is today. 1 ju s t  got back  from the  m a r 
ket. T h e  g round  bee f  is there, all right; an d  if  you 
w an t  to  change it, there  are boxes an d  boxes o f  ingre
d ien ts  th a t  m a k e  it taste  like so m e th in g  else, an d  all 
you have to  do  is add  beef. It’s all so easy, except for 
pay ing  the bill. N o m o re  $10.00 a week . . . it’s m ore  
like $ 10.00 a box . . .  for “ H a m b u rg e r  Helper,” th a t  is.

T h in g s  h ave  ch an g ed ,  all right. I w as th in k in g  
a b o u t  th a t  last S un d ay  w hen  the  pas to r  m e n t io n e d  
the  Easter Offering. 1 th o u g h t  a b o u t  a long t im e  ago 
w hen  som e folks gave $ 10.00 in the  Easter  Offering. It 
seem ed like a lot to  give then , b u t  it was a nea t  way to 
say, “T h a n k  You, Lord, for p rov id ing  daily needs an d  
a whole b u n c h  o f  wants.”

O ver  the  years folks have kept giving an d  th a n k in g  
the  Lord, bu t  so m e h o w  the ir  $10.00 offerings never 
kept up  with  inflation. Prices kep t going up  ($10.00 a 
week b ecam e m ore  like a $ 100 a week to  feed a family 
o f  four), bu t  the  a m o u n t  given in the  Easter  Offering 
rem a ined  the  same.

“We have always given $10.00 (or  $50.00 o r  $100) 
in the Easter Offering; w hy change now ?" folks say. 
And, o f  course, the  answ er  is . . . because the  “ H a m 
burger H e lper” has gone up! T h e  Easter Offering su p 
ports  o u r  622 plus m issionaries  in 95 world areas. 
C an  you im agine the  price increases in ru n n in g  this 
vast p rogram ? T here  are churches  w ait ing  to  be built, 
m issionaries waiting to  go, people wait ing  to  hear  . . . 
but it all takes money.

As this  Easter approaches ,  take a m in u te  a n d  re
flect on  your  usual Easter gift. H as it increased in 
p ropo rt ion  to  how  G o d  has blessed you? H as it kept 
up  with the  times? W hy  no t d o u b le  your  offering this 
year? W hy no t bring  your  Easter Offering in line with 
to d ay ’s prices? A nd  rem em ber ,  no  m ore  $10.00 gifts 
for the  Lord . . . unless you still spend  $10.00 a week 
for groceries! rq

Benefits Questions
A n s w e r e d  b y  D e a n  W e s s e ls

Q. W hat inform ation is available from  the Pensions 
office about pastoral com pensation, em ployee bene
fits, tax regulations, and so forth?

A series o f  church management memos and a number 
of  informational brochures are available at no cost to you 
from the Pensions office. To request any brochures you 
desire, simply check the appropriate box(es), clip this 
column, and mail to the Pensions office at the address 
below. All MEMOS listed are revised periodically to 
keep up to date with tax law and other changes.

□  M EMO N o .  1. Housing for Your Pastor: Parsonage 
or Housing Allowance?

□  MEMO N o .  2, Church Employees or Independent 
Contractors?

□  MEMO No. 3, Tax Procedures for Conregations
□  MEMO N o .  4. Changing Patterns of Ministerial 

Compensation
□  MEMO No. 5, Minimizing Income Taxes for Church 

Employees
□  MEMO No. 9, Workers' Compensation Laws and the 

Local Church
□  MEMO N o .  10. Can Ministers Opt Out of Social 

Security?
□  MEMO N o .  11, Auto Expenses and Federal Income 

Taxes
□  MEMO No. 12, Who Is A Minister For Tax Purposes?
□  M EMO N o . 13. The Minister's Housing Allowance
□  MEMO No. 15, Moving Expenses; Reporting Require

ments and Deductions
□  Benefits Summary Brochure
□  Pre-Retirement Planning Brochure
□  “ Basic” Pension Plan Summary
□  The Nazarene Tax-Sheltered Annuity Plan (TSA)
□  The Nazarene Individual Retirement Annuity Plan 

(IRA)
□  Information on Group Term Life Insurance for Church 

Employees
□  information on Long-Term Disability Income Protec

tion for Church Employees
□  Information on Accidental Death and Dismemberment 

Insurance for Church Employees
□  Minister’s Parsonage Allowance and Social Security 

Guide— Teitell

Name_______________________________________________

A d d re s s - 
C ity _____
S tate_ ZIP

Q uestions about benefits may be sent to the Board 
o f Pensions and Benefits USA, 64(11 The Paseo, 
Kansas City, MO 64131-1284
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E. DEE F R E E B O R N

The Mysteries of 
Unanswered Prayer

Have you  ever felt like G o d  
did no t h ea r  you w hen  
you p rayed?” T h a t  was 

the question a g roup  o f  s tu d e n ts  
was dealing w ith in a class on  p re p 
aration for ministry. “ Yes.” the  s tu 
dent shared, “w hen  m y  m o th e r  
died of cancer.” H e r  m o th e r  had  
been diagnosed with  a fast-growing 
tumor and had  been  given just 
months to live. H er  m o th e r 's  one 
wish was tha t  she cou ld  live until 
the holidays (som e seven m o n th s  
awav) to be able to  have o n e  last 
Chnstmas with her  children.

This wish b ec am e  the  cen te r  o f  
prayers o f  the  family a n d  the  s tu 
dent for the following m on ths .  It 
was such a reasonable ,  h u m a n e ,  
Christian request. " O  G o d .  please 
let her live so she can  at least enjoy 
one last Chris tm as .  Your S o n ’s 
birthday, with her  family.” She died  
that Christmas Eve.

I sat s tunned . Surely, th is  was a 
made-up story, a script for som e 
sick television show. But no. it was 
for real! N one  o f  us were surprised  
as the s tuden t related her  long  b a t 
tle with the validity o f  p rayer  af te r  
that crushing experience.

Have yo u  ever prayed  a n d  w o n 
dered why G o d  d id  n o t  answer? If 
you have, you are ce r ta in ly  not 
alone. This is o n e  o f  those  “heavy” 
questions ab o u t  prayer, bu t  I feel 
led to deal w ith  it th is  m o n th .

Maybe tha t 's  because, once  
again. I have c o m e  face-to-face 
with the issue in m y  own life. I 
have had som e level o f  headache  
pain every day  o f  m y  life since I 
was 16 years old a n d  a so p h o m o re  
in high school. M ost o f  th e  t im e 
they are to le rable with  m ed ica tion ,  
sometimes they dec ide to  bec o m e  
migraines a n d  to tally  im m ob il ize  
me. When th a t  happens ,  it takes 24

to 48 ho u rs  for the  pain  to  subside 
an d  a n o th e r  day  to  recover from 
the  physical effects o f  the  cons tan t  
pain.

1 have prayed for years th a t  I 
m ight be released from m y h ea d 
aches. H ow  m u c h  m o re  effective I 
cou ld  be for m y  Lord, how m u c h  
m o re  productive ,  let a lone  m o re  
civil to  everyone a ro u n d  me. Surely, 
th a t  w ou ld  be in G o d ’s will— to 
m a k e  m e  as profic ien t  a m in is te r  
as possible. But th a t  prayer has  not 
yet been answ ered  af te r  these 38 
years.

I've been to  every d o c to r  im ag
inable. this clinic an d  that. I’ve 
been  ho o k ed  u p  to  m achines,  
poked  with needles, and  
even hypno tized  by an 
in ternal  specialist physi
cian. N o answer, only  
pain. I’ve been prayed 
for an d  a n o in te d  for 
healing. N o answer, just 
c o n t in u o u s  pain. 1 b e 
lieve in healing prayer. I 
have prac ticed  it in p u b 
lic an d  in private. But 
for this  m a lady  o f  m ine, 
there seem s to  have been 
no answer.

In recent days, I have had  to  face 
the  possibility o f  a n o th e r  physical 
a d ju s tm e n t  in m y  life, o ne  th a t  is 
not te rm in a l  bu t  ne i the r  can  it be 
cured. It m ay  call for a  new look at 
how  I do  the  physical th ings tha t  
for years I so took  for granted.

Arm how' d o  I face this  new d e
ve lo p m en t  in m y  life? H ow  do  I go 
ab o u t  p ray ing  to  a G o d  w ho  se em 
ingly has  n o t  answered the  one 
c o n t in u o u s  p rayer  o f  m y life, to  be 
m a d e  w hole  o f  m y  headache  pain? 
S hou ld  I b r ing  this  new situa tion  to 
H im ?  C a n  I trus t  H im  with  this 
new area o f  supp lica tion?  W h a t  if

there is no  anw er? W h a t  if  He re
m a ins  silent?

In recent years, I have becom e 
c o m m it te d  to  som e principles or 
unders tand ings  in this area. Along 
with these principles I w an t  to  
share som e o th e r  suggestions tha t 
m ight prove helpful in this  often 
confusing  an d  so m e tim es  excru
ciating  ques t for answers. It looks 
like I will not get f inished w ithin 
the  con f ines  o f  this m o n th ’s col
u m n , so we'll co n t in u e  the  dis
cussion next m on th ,  bu t th is  clos
ing thought.

T h e  first p rincip le  to which I am  
c o m m it te d  and  upon  w hich  I rest 
m y faith is this: For G o d ’s children.

T h ,hat prayer has not yet 
been answered, even 

after 38 years.

A L L  prayers are answ ered! Not 
some, bu t  no t  others, not the  ones 
w here I have “enough  faith.” or 
w here  I have persevered long 
enough  to  qualify for an  answer, 
bu t ALL o f  them . You will notice 
th ro u g h o u t  this article I have said. 
se e m e d  to  be no  answers. Spend  
so m e t im e  with  this  one  though t  
th is m o n th .  For G o d ’s children,
A L L  prayers are answered, and  
we’ll talk m o re  ab o u t  it next time.

E. Dee Freeborn teaches practical theol
ogy and spiritual formation at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary. ^



DENOMINATION’S SUNDAY SCHOOL STATISTICS RELEASED

The 1989-90 Sunday School statistics, released at the end of 1990, reflected an 
increase in the weekly average Sunday School attendance by 15,290 to a total of 657,966 
according to Rev. Phil Riley, division director of Sunday School Ministries. This is the eighth 
consecutive year of increase in attendance. The Responsibility List (enrollment) increased 
by £2,094 to a total of 1,319,501. Below are the top five churches in Sunday School atten
dance in the U.S. and Canada districts:

THE FIVE LA R G EST SUNDAY SCHO O LS IN AVERAGE  
ATTENDANCE FOR THE 1 9 89 -9 0  ASSEMBLY YEAR  

U.S. AND CA NADA (u nder roof)

AKRON
4 7 2  Canton First 
3 0 6  East L iverpool First 
2 5 4  C olum biana  
201 Akron Arlington
198  W arren  Cham pion

ALABAMA NORTH
3 8 7  H untsville  First
1 9 9  B irm in gham  First 
1 5 9  C ullm an First 
154  S h effie ld  First 
146  Jasp er First

ALABAMA SOUTH
1 90  Lanett First
1 22  Tuscaloosa W oodhaven
1 17  C olum biana
1 16  Tuscaloosa Holten Heights
1 10  S elm a

ALASKA
197  Fairbanks Totem Park  
1 12  Juneau  
1 12  A nchorage First 
1 06  A nchorage H illc rest 

94  A nchorage Jew el Lake

ANAHEIM
2 ,0 6 9  Long Beach First 

3 2 5  S anta  Ana First 
261 A naheim  First 
231 Pom ona First 
2 3 0  A lta Lom a Foothill C om m unities

ARIZONA
5 2 2  P hoenix O rangewood  
4 0 4  G lendale  
3 3 2  N ew  Hope C om m unity  
3 2 0  Dobson Ranch  
2 9 5  M esa  First

CANADA ATLANTIC
135 Oxford, N.S.
129  Trenton, N.S.

88  E lm sdale , PE I.
85  S u m m ers id e , PE.I.
81 O le a ry . PE  I.

CANADA CENTRAL
1 15  H am ilton  First 
1 15  Toronto Em m anuel
111 Toronto Rosewood  
1 06  Toronto Kennedy Road 
1 00  Bram pton

CANADA PACIFIC
1 87  G uildford  
1 35  V icto ria  First 
1 26  Abbotsford  
1 08  Vancouver First 

54  Penticton

CANADA QUEBEC DAKOTA HOUSTON
9 0  M on trea l C entre Evangelique 184  M itch e ll 3 2 4  H ouston S pring  Branch
8 6  M on trea l S t. M ichel 147  Jam esto w n  First 2 8 7  P asadena First
4 9  M on trea l First 1 4 0  M an d an 2 1 6  P ort A rthur G race
4 8  Franklin Centre 9 8  M in o t First 1 9 4  N aco gdoches
3 8  M on trea l Grace 91 L arim ore 1 8 0  H ouston N o rth w est

CANADA WEST DALLAS ILLINOIS
2 1 9  C algary  First 4 5 5  R ichardson 2 6 8  D ecatur First
1 22  M ed ic in e  Hat 211  D allas  Central 2 4 8  S p rin g fie ld  First
1 06  E dm onton Southside 1 93  C arro llton 1 9 3  D ecatur W est S ide

91 C algary N o rth  Hill 171 Texarkana First 191 C linton First
9 0  C algary East 1 59  D enison 1 8 5  M atto o n  First

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA EAST TENNESSEE INDIANAPOLIS
4 0 0  B akersfie ld  O live Knolls 2 5 3  C hattanooga F irst 6 0 5  In d ianapolis  W ests ide
3 6 6  Porterville 1 48  C hattanooga East Ridge 5 0 3  In d ianapolis  First
2 2 8  B akersfie ld  First 1 38  Estill S prings 3 3 8  M a rtin s v ille  First
2 1 4  V is a lia  F irst 1 23  C hattanooga Grace 2 8 9  N e w  Castle  First
2 0 8  Tulare W ayside 1 23  S h elb yv ille 2 7 9  N o rth  Vernon

CENTRAL FLORIDA EASTERN KENTUCKY INTERMOUNTAIN
5 6 7  Lakeland H igh land Park 3 0 6  A sh land  First 8 2 6  N am p a  First
3 7 5  O rlando C entral 1 7 5  R ichm ond First 5 4 5  N am p a  C ollege
3 4 7  W in te r Haven First 1 6 3  C ovington First 4 3 4  Boise First
2 9 8  O rlando M etro  W est 1 4 9  W orth in gto n 3 3 8  M erid ian  Valley  Sheperd
2 6 5  Lakelan d  Lake G ibson 1 4 4  C ovington Central 2 6 7  O ntario

CENTRAL LATIN AMERICAN EASTERN MICHIGAN IOWA
1 02  Houston, Tex., P rim era 5 1 4  W arren  W oods 5 5 9  O skaloosa

9 5  San A ntonio P rim era 4 7 3  Flint Central 2 4 2  C edar R apids Oakland
9 3  O klah om a C ity P rim era 4 3 7  R ichfie ld 2 4 2  C edar R apids First
8 4  Laredo, Tex. 4 3 5  How ell 2 0 0  C ouncil B luffs  First
7 9  M cA llen , Tex. 411  D etro it First 2 0 0  Des M o in es  Eastside

CENTRAL OHIO FLORIDA SPACE COAST JOPLIN
5 1 4  Grove City 1 8 6  M e lb o u rn e  First 2 4 0  C arthage F irst
3 0 9  C ircleville 1 26  Vero Beach First 2 3 5  Ind ependence
2 6 6  G allipolis 1 18  Cocoa First 1 9 8  Parsons
2 5 7  N ew ark  First 101 T itusv ille  First 1 7 7  S p rin g fie ld  C restv iew
2 4 7  C olum bus W h iteh a ll 8 5  W e st M e lb o u rn e 171 Lebanon

CHICAGO CENTRAL GEORGIA KANSAS
5 9 4  K ankakee First 3 2 9  A tlanta First 9 7 6  W ic h ita  First
5 9 2  K ankakee C ollege 2 2 8  S and ersv ille 301  W ic h ita  L inw ood
4 0 8  C hicago First 2 1 0  Dublin 2 7 2  S a lin a  First
2 7 0  D anville  First 2 0 6  M o u n t Olive 271  H u tch inson First
2 0 6  D anville  Southside 2 0 2  M arie tta  First 271  N ew to n  First

COLORADO HAWAII PACIFIC KANSAS CITY
1 ,2 7 9  Denver First 1 3 0  H onolu lu  First English 1 ,3 8 2  O lathe C ollege

4 5 0  C olorado S prings First 1 1 5  Kaneohe 6 6 7  K ansas C ity F irst
3 4 4  D enver Lakew ood 1 13  M a ili S am oan 3 8 2  K ansas C ity  C entral
3 3 8  C olorado S prings Trinity 9 5  W ah iaw a  English 3 2 5  O verlan d  Park
3 0 8  C olorado S prings Eastborough 8 5  Kailua 2 9 0  Topeka First

Phil Riley 
D iv is io n  D ire c to r  
Sunday School 
Ministries
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KENTUCKY
325 Lexington Lafayette  
213 Columbia 
185 Louisville Farm dale  
183 Georgetown 
181 Lexington First

LOS A N G E L E S
1.475 Pasadena First 
448 Pismo Beach N ew  Life  

Community 
394 Lompoc Trinity 
300 San Luis Obispo
181 Glendora

LOUISIANA
132 Shreveport H untington Park
113 Baton Rouge First 
108 Ebenezer
99 Vivian 
91 Blanchard

MAINE
202 South Portlam  
162 Bangor 
123 Millinocket 
123 Skowhegan
114 Augusta

MICHIGAN
i 270 Chapman M em o ria l 

245 Sturgis
233 Grand Rapids First 
227 Owosso First 
218 Lansing South

MINNESOTA
182 Minneapolis First 
169 Fergus Falls
138 Rochester 
125 Backus 
123 Brainerd

M IS S IS SIP P I
224 Meridian Fitkin 

j 177 McComb First 
125 Jackson First 
98 Grenada First 
90 Columbus First

MISSOURI
239 Harvester 
175 St. Louis Trinity 
174 Hannibal First
164 Kirksville 
161 Farmington

MAIO NATION
I 75 Leupp 

64 Chilchinbeto 
60 Ramah Navaio 
49 Pinehill 
47 LeChee

NEBRASKA
232 Lincoln First
165 Hastings 
1(3 North Platte 
130 Cozad 
129 Omaha First

NEW ENGLAND
319 New Bedford International 
243 Lowell
212 Manchester, Conn.
188 Nashua, N.H.
110 Quincy, W ollaston

ffl MEXICO
11! Clovis First
259 Albuquerque H eights  First 
225 Albuquerque S andia  
210 El Paso Open Gate 
172 Roswell First

iEH YORK
533 Brooklyn Beulah  
196 Valley S tream  
163 Brooklyn M ille r M em o ria l 
150 Maranatha 
145 Bronx Bethany

NORTH ARKANSAS
2 4 4  C onw ay First
2 0 0  Rogers
1 4 7  Bentonville
1 32  Fort S m ith  First
1 1 7  Jo nesb oro  W oodsprings
1 1 7  S pring dale

NORTH CAROLINA
2 9 8  C harlo tte  P ineviile  
2 4 2  H endersonville  
2 0 6  R aleigh N orth  
1 8 9  R aleigh First 
171 Burlington First

NORTH CENTRAL OHIO
5 3 9  M ario n  First 
5 3 9  M o u n t V ernon First 
3 6 0  Bucyrus
2 8 3  E lyria  
2 3 0  Bedford

NORTH FLORIDA
2 6 8  J ackso n v ille  U n ivers ity  

Boulevard  
211  P ensaco la  F irst 
161 Jackso n v ille  F irst 
151 H ernando  
141 Jackso n v ille  Central

NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA
3 2 4  Tulsa C entral 
2 7 0  B artlesville  
2 5 0  S apulpa  
211 Broken Arrow  
1 8 4  Tulsa Regency Park

NORTHEASTERN INDIANA
4 4 8  A nderson  First 
3 5 8  H untington First 
3 2 4  M uncie  S outh S ide
2 8 4  E lkhart First
2 7 4  E lkhart N o rths ide

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
421 C oncord  
2 8 6  San Jose First 
2 2 9  S an ta  Rosa  
2 0 6  Eureka  
1 7 5  Napa

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
1 57  A lanson Lakeview  
1 40  Beaverton  
1 0 9  C herry  Grove  
1 04  Reed City  
1 04  Traverse City

NORTHWEST
3 9 2  M o s c o w  
3 6 6  S pokane First 
3 0 6  S pokane Valley  
3 0 3  Lew iston  First 
2 9 3  Y akim a W e st Valley

NORTHWEST INDIANA
4 6 3  P ortag e First 
3 1 5  Valpara iso  
3 1 0  K okom o First 
1 90  S outh Bend First 
181 W in am ac

NORTHWEST OKLAHOMA
1 ,8 2 3  B eth any First 

4 1 8  O klah o m a C ity First 
3 2 3  B ethany W illia m s  M em o ria l 
2 9 5  O klah o m a C ity /L a k e  V iew  Park  
2 4 3  Enid First

NORTHWESTERN ILLINOIS
5 2 5  S te rlin g  First 
2 7 4  Pek in  First 
2 6 8  Rock Is land  F irst 
2 3 4  O ttaw a First 
2 0 2  G alesburg  First

NORTHWESTERN OHIO
3 6 8  L im a  C o m m u n ity  
2 5 0  S p rin g fie ld  First 
2 4 6  S p rin g fie ld  H igh S treet 
2 1 6  Piqua  
2 0 5  W ap akoneta

OREGON PACIFIC
1 ,4 0 2  S alem  First 

6 9 4  P ortland First 
3 3 2  M edford  First 
2 8 3  Oregon City 
2 6 2  Eugene First

PHILADELPHIA
5 8 9  Falrv iew  V illag e  
3 6 2  Ephrata
3 2 4  M ifflinburg  
2 6 6  Crossroads  
2 3 2  Bridgeton

PITTSBURGH
2 4 9  W arren  
1 9 4  W aynesburg  
1 7 3  Oil City
1 69  P ittsburgh South Hills
1 29  H o m er City

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
1 68  Kalispell 
1 26  B ozem an  
1 0 8  Casper 
1 05  W h ite fish  
101 Great Falls

SACRAMENTO
5 0 0  S acram en to  L ib erty  Towers
3 4 4  Auburn
3 1 8  Redding First
2 6 2  Oroville
1 88  Sparks  First

SAN ANTONIO
1 96  H arlingen First 
1 64  G eorgetow n  
1 55  Austin South  
1 5 4  Tem ple First 
1 3 5  San A ntonio V alley-H i

SOUTH ARKANSAS
2 7 6  N orth  L ittle  Rock First 
1 94  Little  Rock First 
171 Hot S prings First 
1 49  Little  Rock C alvary  
1 4 8  W est M em p h is  First

SOUTH CAROLINA
3 2 5  C olu m bia First
2 8 7  Fort M ill
2 8 6  W e st C olu m bia Central 
2 5 8  W innsboro  
2 4 3  M id land  Valley

SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA
181 Durant 
1 78  Choctaw  
161 H enryetta  
1 42  S haw nee
1 30  Ada

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
4 7 7  San Diego M iss ion  Valley  
3 0 5  San Diego First
2 8 8  B loom ington  
2 6 6  H em et
2 3 0  R iverside Arlington

SOUTHERN FLORIDA
4 5 6  M iam i H osannah  
3 7 5  Princeton  
3 4 3  B radenton First 
291 Lake W orth  First 
2 6 9  Fort M yers  First

SOUTHWEST INDIAN
1 33  S ells  
1 27  Cache First 

6 0  Parker 
54  Cocopah  
4 5  Poston

SOUTHWEST INDIANA
4 6 0  S eym o u r First 
2 1 3  O akland City  
191 C olu m bus First 
1 8 6  N ew  A lbany First
1 82  Brazil

SOUTHWEST OKLAHOMA
3 1 9  O klah om a C ity Trinity 
2 7 9  B ethany C alvary  
2 7 7  O klah o m a C ity W estern  Oaks  
2 0 4  Yukon  
1 7 6  M ustang

SOUTHWESTERN LATIN 
AMERICAN

141 Phoenix, Ariz.
1 16  Chandler, Ariz.
1 02  El P aso, Tex.

55  Tucson First, Ariz.
4 5  Tucson W est, Ariz.

SOUTHWESTERN OHIO
5 7 4  C incinnati S pring dale  
3 7 9  W e st Chester 
3 0 4  Xenia
2 9 5  Dayton Beavercreek  
2 7 3  V and alia

TENNESSEE
1 ,0 8 7  N ash ville  First 

5 2 0  N ash ville  Grace 
4 4 6  N ash ville  C ollege Hill 
281 C la rksv ille  First 
2 4 4  N ash ville  Bethel

UPSTATE NEW YORK
2 6 0  O wego
2 0 7  R ochester Grace
1 8 3  S yracuse Im m anuel 
1 5 0  P lattsburgh
1 44  R ochester Trinity

VIRGINIA
6 5 5  R ichm ond Southside  
2 2 9  V irg in ia  Beach First 
2 2 8  R oanoke First 
2 2 5  W oodbridge  
2 1 7  Harrisonburg

WASHINGTON
3 3 6  York
291  W ashington  First
2 6 8  S alisbury  
2 6 3  B altim ore  First 
2 6 2  Bel Air

WASHINGTON PACIFIC
6 0 0  Puyallup  
4 9 6  Seattle  Aurora  
3 9 3  Kent First 
2 5 3  O lym pia First 
2 0 9  Longview

WEST TEXAS
5 8 4  M etro p lex  Chapel 
3 2 3  Lubbock First 
2 4 7  Hereford  
241 A m arillo  First 
2 1 5  Fort W o rth  R iver Oaks

WEST VIRGINIA NORTH
2 7 2  W eirton
2 1 4  P arkersburg  First
1 97  C hester
1 9 6  P arkersburg  Broadw ay
1 8 4  Elkins

WEST VIRGINIA SOUTH
2 8 7  S outh C harleston First
2 6 9  C harleston  D avis Creek  
2 4 9  H untington First
2 2 7  Pineviile
191 C harleston C alvary

WESTERN LATIN AMERICAN
3 4 2  Los A ngeles Belvedere  
2 6 2  Los A ngeles Boyle Heights  
1 1 3  Rancho C ucam onga  
101 S acram ento

9 8  N ational City

WISCONSIN
1 3 9  R acine C om m unity  
111 M ad iso n  First 
1 0 9  M attoon

9 9  Racine Taylor Avenue  
9 9  R ichland C enter
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THE QUESTION BOX
C O N D U C T E D  BY W E S L E Y  T R A C Y . Editor

A Bother or a B lessing

For a long time John 10:28-29 has 
bothered me. D oes this passage  
teach that a Christian can never 
backslide and be lost?

N ot really, a l though  it is o f ten  re
cruited  an d  used by those  w ho  e m 
brace the  “once  in grace always in 
grace” belief. T h e  subject o f  w hether  
o r  no t a C hris t ian  can  tu rn  away 
from G od ,  go in to  sin, an d  be eter
nally lost is no t addressed in this 
passage.

T h e  p o in t  o f  this  passage is th a t  
those  w ho  com e to  Jesus are, in 
fact, co m in g  to  G od. Therefore, 
those  w ho  believe in Chris t  have all 
the  protec tion ,  blessing, an d  secu
rity th a t  G o d  the  Father  h im se lf  o f 
fers. T hese  b o o n s  are su m m ar ize d  
in verse 27 and  inc lude eternal life, 
victory over death , an d  pro tec tion  
from those  forces that,  wolflike, try 
to  sna tch  a  la m b  from the  flock. 
Jesus p rom ises all the  pro tec tion  
a n d  security th a t  com es  from G o d  
himself, w ho  is “greater th a n  all” 
a t tackers  (v. 29).

Jesus, earlier  in ch a p te r  10, says 
th a t  He as the  G o o d  Shepherd  has 
proven H is faithfulness. H e  is no t  
the k ind  o f  shepherd  w ho runs  o ff  
a t the first growl o f  a predator, 
leaving the  flock unp ro tec ted  (vv. 
11-13). Rather,  Jesus will not, to

Answers to February’s 10 Point Quiz 
on page 18

1. D , M o o n  an d  th e  U n ific a tio n  C h u rch
2 . B. M ic h ig a n
3 . B, M is s o u r i S yn o d  L u th e ra n
4 . B, 5 %
5 . A, W e s tm in s te r
6 . A, M P R
7. A, 5 9 5
8. A, 3 1 %
9. C, F lo rid a  an d  Texas

10 . B, 1 5

Self-rating Scale
1 0  c o rre c t: E xc e llen t. Y o u 'v e  been  re a d in g  the  
s a m e  s o u rc e s  as  th e  Herald s ta ff.

8  o r 9  c o rre c t: V e ry  g o o d , b u t y o u  m a y  be 
re a d in g  to o  m a n y  p e rio d ic a ls  an d  n o t e n o u g h  
B ib le .

5  - 7  c o rre c t: H o -h u m , a v e ra g e .

0  -  4  c o rre c t: Y o u  a re  n o t a v ery  
g o o d  g u esser.

use S hakespeare’s words, “ pack 
w hen  it begins to  rain, an d  leave 
thee in a s torm .”

Women Preachers?

I have a good friend who insists  
that no group can be a true C hris
tian church if it perm its women to 
preach or serve as pastors. Are 
Nazarenes wrong in permitting 
these practices?

I believe th a t  the  N azarene  p rac
tice o f  o pen ing  o rda ined  clergy s ta 
tu s  to  w o m en  is p ro p e r  an d  in har
m o n y  with  biblical principles. Your 
friend, a n d  others, are p robab ly  
generalizing on  the  counsel Paul 
gave to  the  C o r in th ia n  church ,  
which appears  to  have had  a corps 
o f  un in fo rm ed ,  noisy w o m e n  c h a t
te ring  d u r in g  the  chu rch  service.

Nazarenes, an d  m a n y  o the r  
evangelicals, have regarded P au l’s

counsel to  the  C o r in th ia n s  to  be a 
localized, c u l tu re -b o u n d  bit o f  wise 
advice for a  pa r t icu la r  s itua tion  
ra the r  th a n  a tim eless p rinc ip le  for 
all ages to  follow. In the beginning 
days o f  o u r  d e n o m in a t io n ,  abou t 
20 percen t o f  o u r  p reachers  were 
w om en .  Between 1930 an d  1970. 
however, a t ide o f  “B aptistifica tion"  
swept over  N azarene  th o u g h t  and 
practices an d  w o m en  p reachers  
nearly  d isappeared .  M ore w om en  
are en te r in g  the  N azarene  ministry 
these days. I th in k  th a t  is a healthy 
sign. N ote  also th a t  it is in line 
with  the  biblical t rad i t ion  o f  proph
etesses, w hich  ap p e a r  in bo th  the 
O ld  a n d  New Testam ents. ^

The views expressed in  the responses in  th is column 
are those o f  the ed ito r and  do not constitute o ff ic ia l 
statement by o r f o r  the Church of the Sazarene The 
ed ito r is not able to  send replies to  questions not selected 
f o r  p ub lica tion  Address H e ra ld  o f  H o liness, 6 401 The 
Pasco. Kansas C ity, M O  6 4 1.11.

HARVESTING
Three booklets designed specifically for un
saved seekers and new Christians. From the 
successful Christian Living Series.

How Id fin 
D ie Emptiness

N O W  
T H A T  Y O U  I K

S A f f f i

How to Fill the Em ptiness
By Woodie J. Stevens 
HH083-411-1888

How That You're Saved  
By Lyle Pointer 
HH083-411-1578

A  PRIMER 
ON PRAYER

Seer5®

A Primer on Prayer 
By W. T. Purkiser 
HH083-411-1918

Perfect for outreach. Easy to read and doctrinally 
sound, each of these booklets provides key direction 
to those faced with real-life decisions.

o n l y $2 - 00
Special discounts for 
quantity orders 

10-24, $1.80 ea.; 
25-49, $1.60 ea.; 
50+ . $1.20 ea.

Order toll-free 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0
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ART—NOT A PASTIME 
BUT A PRIESTHOOD

A visit with Nazarene sculptor 
Scott Stearman

PHOTOS AND STORY BY DAVE ANDERSON

D id th is  c lay  a lread y  know  its des- and hair.
tiny?  Large han d s kneaded  the  I s tood  there, am azed, as raw  clay, in his 
formless lump, a push here, some hands, began the transform ation into an object 

pressure there, and it began taking of beauty and power. The com m unication pro- 
s i ia p e .  He carv ed  an d  m o lded , shaved  an d  cess had begun. And if Scott Stearm an is any- 
s t ia p e d— an eye, the nose, the chin and cheeks thing, he is a com m unicator.
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T h e  son o f  N azarene m in is te r  Sam  
a n d  Billie K. S te a rm a n ,  S co t t  was 
raised in a N azarene parsonage. He 
says he  h ad  no  id e a  w h e n  he was 
growing up th a t  he would  be a  scu lp 
tor. But he adds  th a t  his paren ts  in 
stilled in h im  the belief  th a t  he could 
do  ab o u t  any th ing  he set his m in d  to 
do.

He g radua ted  from Bethany  N az a
rene College (now  S o u thern  N azarene 
University) where he m e t a n d  m a r 
ried H erm in e  (daugh te r  o f  H e rm a n  
an d  M ary  Spencer, then  m issionaries 
to  South  Africa). H is interests soon 
led h im  in to  te lev is ion  p ro d u c t io n  
and  to  N azarene  M edia  In terna t ional  
in K ansas City. T here  he p layed a sig
n if ican t  role in es tab lish ing  the  d e 
pa r tm en t 's  v ideo p roduc t ion  facility.

In 1986  he f u l f i l l e d  a l i f e lo n g  
d rea m  o f  living in the  R ocky M o u n 
tains. He built a log h o m e  nea r  W ood
land  Park, Colo. Currently, a long  with 
his sculpting, he co n t in u es  to  w ork in 
the  film an d  m ed ia  industry  as an  as
sistant ca m e ra m an ,  writer, an d  p ro 
ducer. If  you a t tended  the  1989 G e n 
e r a l  A s s e m b l y  in  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  
chances  are you experienced S co tt’s 
prowess, since he was the  beh ind-the-  
scenes m ed ia  co o rd in a to r  for the  ses
sions held in the  H oosierdom e.

S co t t  f irs t  b e c a m e  in te re s te d  in 
sculpting  in 1982 du r in g  a tr ip  to  C o l
orado. T here  he m e t G e n e  Stewart,  a 
s c u lp to r  f ro m  O k l a h o m a  City. “ I 
sp e n t  a b o u t  20  m in u te s  ta lk in g  to 
h im  a b o u t  the  process  invo lved  in 
creating a sculpture, an d  w hen  I w ent

b ac k  h o m e .  I felt th a t  w as w h a t  I 
w an ted  to  do," says Scott.

S c o t t  s p e n t  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1983 
w ork ing  on  his first piece— a cowboy 
leaning against a fence. Since then , he 
has crea ted  n u m e ro u s  w orks— from 
eagles tha t  seem to  defy gravity  to  a 
s t r i k i n g  w o rk  o f  J o h n  W esley  o n  
horseback.

S co t t  is a b e a r  o f  a m a n  w ith  a 
height o f  m ore  th a n  six feet an d  a full 
beard  an d  m ustache,  b u t  his presence 
is no t  th rea ten ing . He is a sensitive 
m a n  with a  great sense o f  hum or ,  as 
well as a big h ea r t— a heart tha t  w ants  
to  c o m m u n ic a te  an d  lift u p  the  spirit 
o f  others.

As a sculptor, Scott has s trong feel
ings ab o u t  the  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  p ro 
cess and  the  role o f  the  artist. "I feel 
th a t  it is m y responsibility  to  c o m m u 
nicate with you. not you r  responsib il
ity to  try  to  u n d e r s t a n d  m e,” says 
Scott. “ I th ink  in recent years we have 
g o t t e n  t h a t  r e v e r s e d .  T h e r e  a r e  
schools o f  th o u g h t  where we are ex
pec ted  to  struggle to  u n d e rs ta n d  the  
message o f  a piece."

But w h a t  is it t h a t  an  a rtis t ,  es
pecially a C hris t ian  artist, is expected  
to  c o m m u n ic a te ?  In his easygoing, 
up - fro n t  m a n n e r ,  S co tt  p u ts  it th is  
way: “ I c a n ’t separate m y faith from 
w hat I do  artistically. If  m y  w ork isn't 
a  ref lection  o f  a Chris t l ike  p h i lo so 
phy, th a n  m aybe  I need to  exam ine  
w h a t  is h a p p e n in g  in my sp ir i tua l  
life.”

W ords are easy. But ac ting  on o n e ’s 
fa ith  s o m e t im e s  ca n  be to u g h .  Fs-

pecially w hen  the  f inanc ia l  risks are 
very high. T h a t 's  t ru e  for everyone, 
no t ju s t  artists. Scott has tu rn e d  down 
w ork on several pro jec ts  tha t  would 
have m e a n t  s ign if ican t  incom e, be
cause the  c o n te n t  confl ic ted  w ith his 
faith.

He feels the  role o f  the  artist in soci
ety, a m o n g  all the  “ so u n d  an d  fury" of 
life, is to  s tand  pa t ien t ly  aside with 
q u ie t  co n f id e n ce ,  waiting, knowing 
tha t  w hen  all the noise an d  activities 
subs ide ,  s o m e o n e  will n e e d  a mo
m e n t  to  pause, to  reflect,  to  remem
ber ,  t o  be  f i l l e d  w i th  w o n d e r  or 
to u c h e d  with em o tio n .

Scott found  the  fam ine  in Africa 
a n d  the  M exico C ity  e a r th q u a k e  pro
vided g raphic  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  for artis
tic response. At the  sam e time, our 
A m e r ic a n  I n d ia n  h e r i tag e  a n d  the 
bea u ty  o f  a n  eagle prov ide  others. " In  

m y view, the  im ages in m y  sculpture 
from these varied im press ions  are all 
cons is ten t  w ith  a w orldview  o f  hope." 
Scott  reflects. “A scu lp tu re  o f  a cry
ing, hom eless  child  cou ld  be viewed 
as a negative image. However, con
sider the  response o f  co m p ass io n  th a t 
such an  im age can  bring."

A nd  Scott 's  scu lp tu res  have d o n e  
ju s t  that. His “Tear o f  the  Angel" a n d  
"A C u p  in His N am e "  have been p a r t 
o f  m a jo r  fund-ra is ing  efforts for Naza
rene m ission projec ts  in Africa an d  
Mexico. D u rin g  tou rs  th rough  Scott's 
gallery in C r ipp le  Creek, Colo., his 
m other .  Billie K.. o ften  sees tears flow 
as hearts  are to u c h e d  by the  ethos of 
S co tt’s work.

Scott 's  bust of John  W e s le y  wil l  a lm o s t  s u re ly  be  the  m o s t
c e le b ra te d  w o r k  of a r t  c re a te d  in 1 9 9 1  to c o m m e m o r a t e  the  2 0 0 th  S c u lp to r  S co tt  s e e m s  t r a p p e d  in th o u g h t  a lo n g  w i th  his bronze  
a n n iv e rs a r y  of W e s le y 's  d e a th .  tr apper .  T h e  w o r k  is t i t led  “T ra p p e d  in T h o u g h t .”



Jim  K e rs ten /M ed ia  International

E ag le s  t r a n s m i t  m a n y  s y m b o l is m s  a n d  in s p ira t ions .  Th is  S te a r m a n  
e a g le  h o v e rs  in the  off ice  of G e n e r a l  S u p e r in te n d e n t  W i l l i a m  J. 
Prince .

N a t iv e  A m e r ic a n s  c a p tu re  
Scott 's  a t ten t io n .  H e  f inds his 
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  s c u lp tu re s  
t e c h n ic a l ly  d if f icu l t ,  but once  
done ,  u n u s u a l ly  sa t is fy ing .

Scott w o r k s  m o s t l y  in  b r o n z e ,  
from a tw o-th irds  life-size scu lp tu re  
o f  an Indian  releasing a n  eagle (on 
display at S o u th e rn  N az a ren e  U n iver
sity) to a bust o f  P h ineas  Bresee for 
tie Los Angeles District, Scott finds 
himself busy crea ting  co m m iss io n ed  
pieces as well as w orks th a t  are on  sale 
it his gallery.
With the 200 th  ann iversary  o f  Jo h n  

Wesley's dea th  this  year (see special 
tature. p. 21 in this  ed i t io n  o f  the  
krai cl), Scott has  been  asked by offi- 
oalsof the U n ited  M ethod is t  C h u rch  
to  produce th o u sa n d s  o f  copies  o f  a 
lust of Wesley. H e  has also prepared  a 
»ork of Wesley r id ing  on  horseback , 
tading his Bible. Scott 's  bus t  o f  Wes- 
I ty  will grace the  cover o f  the  cata log 
o f  publications for the  U nited  M eth- 
odist C hurch d u r in g  1091. accord ing  
to  Marvin Cropsey, T rade  P ro d u c ts  
tanager for Cokesbury.
The d e m a n d  for the  Wesley pieces 

5so great th a t  Scott o p en e d  his own 
asting p lan t near  his hom e. R a the r  
'than b r o n z e ,  th e  p l a n t  t u r n s  o u t  
lorks m ade  o f  hyd roca l— a h igh-den- 
ity casting cem en t.  A fter  casting, the  
jieces are trea ted  with  a coa ting  tha t  
|ives them  a b ronze  patina .  T h e  pro- 
issis m u c h  c h e ap e r  th a n  ac tua l  cast- 
kgin bronze, b u t  it is d ifficu lt  to  tell 
le d iffe rence b e tw e e n  th e  b r o n z e  
r r k  and  the  hydroca l pieces. Scott 
Hid the p lan t  will allow h im  to m ake  
lems such as the  Wesley pieces avail- 
kle for less th a n  $100. A b ro n ze  o f  
le same th ing  could  cost 10 tim es

th a t  a m o u n t .
S c o t t ’s favorite  piece is th a t  o f  a 

half-life-size eagle tha t  now  graces his 
log cabin. A n o th e r  is a bust o f  an  In
d ia n  chief. "B o th  o f  these were partic
ularly difficult  to  create." says Scott. 
"It seem s th a t  the  pieces with which I 
struggle the  m ost  are the  ones tha t  I 
f ind  the  m os t  satisfying."

O n  a typical day. you will f ind  Scott 
at w ork  at his s tud io  in his h o m e  or  at 
his gallery dow n  the  road  in Cripple 
Creek, Colo., where his works are o f 
fered for sale at prices ranging from 
$500  to  $10,000. He says he always 
w an ted  to  live in Colorado , so w hen  
he dec ided  to  go to w ork for himself, 
he chose to  w ork w here  he m ost w a n t
ed to  live. “ It also pu t m e in touch  
with  o th e r  artists a n d  foundries, since 
there  is a whole c o m m u n i ty  o f  a r t i 
sans in this part  o f  the  country,” Scott 
says.

W h a t  is th e  m e ssag e  t h a t  S c o t t  
S te a rm a n  w an ts  to  convey  th ro u g h  
his works? He says he w ants  to  use his 
ta len ts  to  accen tu a te  the  beau ty  tha t  
G o d  has created: “ It seem s to  m e  tha t 
the  world is in little need o f  an o th e r  
message o f  confus ion  o r  chaos.

“ My desire is th a t  w hen  so m e o n e  
looks at the  w ork  1 have  p ro d u ce d  
over m y lifetime, they will see a s in 
cere body  o f  art  th a t  reflects the  dig
nity o f  the  h u m a n  spirit, the  glory o f  
G o d  in creation ,  and  the  w o n d er  o f  
life."

Scott  believes the re  are a few artists 
w ho  are natura lly  gifted whose ability

ca m e to  them , in large part, th rough  
no  effort o f  the ir  own. But he believes 
m ost  artists are m ade. For Scott, ta l
en t  m ay  be a natura l ability toward a 
specific pursuit.  But he says th a t  the 
gift will never reach its full po ten tia l 
unless the  artist is willing to  work at 
his craft.

Scott challenges persons to  no t  ju s t  
look at the  ability o f  o the rs  an d  w ish, 
b u t  to  deve lop  an d  disc ip line  the ir  
o w n  t a l e n t s ,  a n d  to  d r e a m  g r e a t  
dreams.

M astering  the  tools and  techniques,  
he feels, should  be a s tuden t 's  first o b 
session. C o m m u n ic a t in g  ideas will 
log ically  fo llow  if  th e  skills are  in 
place. He says too  m a n y  tim es  people 
w an t  to  skip the  d iscipline an d  go for 
the  fame sim ply  because a few people 
achieved celebrity sta tus by throwing 
bucke ts  o f  p a in t  against sailcloth.

Art. for Scott, is no t  sim ply  the abil
ity to  m a n ip u la te  the  tools effectively. 
It is m ore  the  ability to  observe and  
“ see" the  w orld  a r o u n d  you. in te r 
p reting  the  shapes, hues, an d  shades 
o f  w hat y o u ’ve seen and  transla ting  
those im pressions an d  ideas in to  c o n 
crete forms.

Scott has little t im e  for “artistic elit
ism." He says. “Talent is a gift from 
G od. W h a t  I choose to  do  with it is 
m y  gift to  Him."
Dave Anderson Is adm in is tra tive  ass is 
tan t a n d  genera l m a n a g e r o f A /V  aud io , 
TV: film , a n d  v ideo fo r M ed ia  In te rna
tiona l in the C om m un ica tions  D iv is ion  at 
N azarene H eadquarters. ^
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WHITE APPOINTED TO 
NORTHWEST OKLAHOMA

Jerry W. White, 54, has 
been appointed superin
te n d en t  o f  the N o r th 
west Oklahoma District. 
The  a p p o in tm e n t  was 
made by General Super
in te n d e n t  D o n a ld  D. 

Owens, with unanimous approval o f  
the Board of General Superintendents 
and in consultation with the Northwest 
Oklahoma Advisory Council.

White, who has served as pastor of 
Nampa. Idaho, First Church of the Naz
arene since September 1983, officially 
assumed his new responsibilit ies Jan
uary 21.

The appointment was necessitated by 
the resignation of  Jesse Middendorf. 
Middendorf gave up the post to become 
se n io r  p a s to r  o f  K an sa s  C ity  F irs t  
Church.

A m em ber  o f  the G enera l  Board. 
White has pastored churches in Califor
nia, Texas, and Arizona. He was o r 
dained in 1963 on the Arizona District. 
He is a graduate of Pasadena Nazarene

C o l leg e  and N az a ren e  T h e o lo g ic a l  
Seminary.

White and his wife. Thirl Ann, have 
two children, Christal and Jerry.

HONG KONG OFFERING IS 
LARGEST EVER
More than $600,000 has been received 
fo r  the  N W M S  7 5 th  A n n iv e r s a r y  
Offering  for Hong Kong. A total o f  
$600,168 was received as o f  November 
30, making it the largest single mission 
project offering in the history o f  the 
denom inat ion ,  accord ing  to Nina G. 
Gunter, NWMS general director.

"I want to thank Nazarenes world
wide for their sacrificial and substan
tial giving to the Hong Kong offering." 
Gunter said. “The offering continues to 
come in as we press toward our goal of 
$750,000.”

In ad d i t io n  to o f fe r in g s  rece ived  
from churches in the U.S. and Canada, 
Gunter reported that churches around 
the world have participated in the proj
ect. She said that the first congregation 
organized in Thailand sent a check for

$171. Gunter added that every church 
in El Salvador also participated in the 
offering.

The offering will be used to evange
lize the Chinese com m unity  of Hong 
Kong and the Peoples Republic of Chi
na. This will include sending Nazarene 
doctors as guest lecturers to medical 
schools and clinics, placing Nazarene 
t e a c h e r s  in C h i n e s e  universities, 
church planting, ministry through me
dia, and the training of lay and ministe
rial groups.

“The Hong Kong Offering affirms 
our love for the lost and confirms our 
faith in the Great Commission of our 
Lord Jesus Christ," Gunter said.

CHURCH ENTERS THREE NEW 
WORLD MISSION AREAS
The C hurch of  the Nazarene has en
tered 3 more African countries, pushing 
the num ber o f  world areas where the 
church is represented  to 95. The de
nomination is now present in the coun
tries of Zaire, Rwanda, and Ghana, ac
cording to Robert Scott, World Mission 
Division director.

W ith a p o p u la t io n  o f  33 million. 
Zaire is part o f  the Africa East Field 
u n d e r  the  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  Harmon 
Schmelzenbach.

Rwanda has a population of 6 mil
lion. It becomes the first French-speak
ing country in the Africa East Field. 
Nazarene churches are located in and 
near the northern city of  Gisenyi.

John Seaman is the field director of 
the Africa West Field where Ghana is 
located. Nazarene churches  have re
cently been organized in the capital city 
of Accra.

March/April/May 1991

ILLUSTRATED
BIBLE LIFE

A Companion to the WordAction 
Sunday School Curriculum

Informative feature articles on . . .

□  R itual o f Foot W ashing
□  Holiness: The  C hurch  C an 't A gree  on W ha t It Is
□  W hy Jude  U sed Q ue stionab le  S to ries
□  W hy Jesu s  Had to  Die: A nd  on a C ross, o f All 

P laces
B A Pint o f Nard fo r the  Feet o f Jesus
□  Sanhedrin : Jew ish  H igh C o u rt
□  W om en's R igh ts  in F irs t-C e n tu ry  Palestine 
B Four C hris tian s  W h o  G o t S om e R espec t
□  B acks lid ing : W ha t the  Early C hu rch  D id A b o u t It 
H  Two Early C hris tians  w ith  W arped  Ideas

AI rSTRATKD
I V!

C o n ta c t yo u r loca l 
S unday S choo l o rde rin g  
sec re ta ry  o r send  
$ 1 2 .5 0  fo r  a yea r’s 
s u b scrip tio n  to  
N azarene  Pub lish ing  
H ouse
P.O. B ox  4 1 9 5 2 7  
K ansas C ity, M O  64141

o r o rd e r to ll-free
1 -8 0 0 -8 7 7 -0 7 0 0
7:30 a .m .-4 :30 p.m central time
WordAction
Publications

Nina G. Gunter, general NWMS director, re
ceives a check from the North Verapaz 
District for the NWMS 75th Anniversary 
Offering project for Hong Kong.

Pictured (I. to r.): Jose Cornelio Cue., 
district treasurer; Daniel Ac Son., district 
NWMS president; Nina G. Gunter; and Je
sus Reyes de Leon, d istric t superinten
dent.
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We s l e y

Hy m n s

iplanatory N o te s  upo n  th e  
■ Testament
two-volume deluxe edition, this 
itis an unabridged reprint of Wes
t's Notes upon the New Testa- 
ent Vol. 1 covers Matthew— Acts; 
1.2, Romans— Revelation. 
(083-410-7406 $19.95

Wesley Hymns
A significant collection of hymns by 
John and Charles Wesley. Selec
tions are arranged thematically with 
Bible references making the book 
ideal for private devotions, prayer 
groups, or sermon preparation. 
H H M B -510 $4.95

A Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection
Considered to be Wesley's most 
comprehensive and representative 
compilation concerning his position 
on the subject of Christian per
fection. Inspired reading for all holi
ness believers.
H H 083 -41 0 -1580  $4.95

The Burning Heart—
John Wesley; Evangelist
By A. Skevington Wood. An excel
lent biography on the life and labors 
of this inspired man of God. Special 
emphasis is placed on those ele
ments that contributed to his evan
gelistic zeal and effectiveness. 
H H 087 -123-0437  $9.95

Beacon
Order Toll FREE 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 7 7 - 0 7 0 0  

Hill Press of Kansas City •  P.O. Box 419527 •  Kansas City, MO 64141

Come, Holy Ghost, all-quickening fire, 
M y consecrated heart inspire.

John Wesley

Individually cast with a bronze-tone hand finish, this com
memorative “Renaissance Stone” bust has been sculpted by 
Christian artisan Scott Stearman. A meaningful gift idea for 
a pastor or layman. h h g i -49 $49.95

The Works of John Wesley
A 14-volume, beautifully bound set containing the most complete collection of

; this time.
$99.95



For Threes and Kindergarten . . .
A princess rescued him. A palace was his home. 

The Red Sea parted before him. Water poured from 
a rock at his command. A man of miracles, he was

Moses, Hero for God!

For Primaries
He was handsome, talented, strong enough to 

kill wild animals, brave enough to fight giants. 
Determined to honor and obey God, he was

David, Hero for God!

He asked and the mantle fell. He spoke and the 
axhead floated. He trusted and the oil overflowed. 
He prayed and the enem y was blinded. Devoted 
and steadfast, he was

Elisha, Hero for God!

For Juniors
Friends followed him. Kings trusted him. Lions 

ignored him. Enemies plotted against him. Dreams 
unfolded before him. He never wavered from what 
he believed, he was

Daniel, Hero for God!

Begin planning NOW!
1991 W ordAction VBS Director’s Kit
Contains Director’s Handbook and 
everything needed for planning a 
successful VBS.

c p v - 4 9 1  only $29.95
Plus postage W o r d A c t i o n

P U B L I C A T I O N S

1991 VBS catalog available upon 
request

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
1-800-877-0700

Box 419527  •  Kansas City, MO 64141


