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ABSTRACT

People view themselves not only as individuals, but also as members of a group.
Furthermore, people identify themselves with multiple groups based upon areas in which
they share similarities with other group members. Group Identity Theory (GIT) is a
socio-psychological field of thought which seeks to understand how individuals view
themselves in light of various group identities, and also how various groups interact with
each other.

This study was conducted in the Philippines, in central and northern Luzon,
among a group of about seventy-five Bible Methodist pastors belonging two closely-
related groups of churches: the Philippine Bible Methodist Church (PBMC) and the Bible
Methodist Gospel Light Church (BMGLC). The PBMC pastors identify themselves as
belonging to an ethnic group known as Ilocano and the majority of the BMGL pastors
identify their ethnicity as Ifugao.

Using GIT as the theoretical lens, this study examined the preaching patterns of
these pastors in order to find out what influence group identity has on them. In order to
find the answer to this question, the researcher employed a qualitative, descriptive
approach. This involved using personal interviews as the primary method for gathering
the data. Questionnaires, personal observations, and some sermon outlines were also
employed as secondary methods of obtaining data in order to supplement and triangulate
the interview data.

The study produced five key findings. First of all, it reveals the salience of
spiritual identity among these pastors while they are engaged in the task of preaching.

This is a new category of group identity which emerged from the interview data.



Secondly, it discovers that spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, and Bible reading,
study, and meditation have a key role in the spiritual identity of these pastors. Thirdly, it
shows that spiritual fellowship with the members of their congregation also plays an
important role in the formation of their spiritual identity. Fourthly, this study indicates
that the spiritual identity of these pastors transcends other key categories of identity, and
thus, for them, forms a primary basis for fellowship with pastors and leaders from other
religious groups. Fifthly, this study reveals that while spiritual identity transcends other
categories of identity, it also overlaps with these same categories in various areas,
including religious identity, thus pointing to an emerging sense of religious identity

among the subjects.

Vi



CONTENTS

CHAPTER ONE: THE PROBLEM

INtrOdUCHION. ...t
General Setting of the Study..........oooiiiiiiiii
Background........ ..o
Personal Background of the Researcher...................oooiit, 2

Theoretical Framework.......... ..o

Conceptual Framework...........o.oiiiiiiii e
Categories of Group Identity............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 6

Ethnic Identity..........coooiiiiiii e
Social Identity........o.ovuiiiiiiii e 7
Religious Identity.........coooieiiniiiiii e
Family/Kinship Identity............coooiiiiiiiiiiii e 8
Similarities and Differences between Groups.............cooevvviiinieneannnn..
Salient Identities. ... ..o.veueinie i 10
How Group Identity Influences Religious Beliefs............................ 11
Connecting the Conceptual Framework to the Research Problem..........14

Statement of the Problem...........c.oooiiii i 16

Significance of the Study..........oeiiiiiii e 17

F N 01101018 0] 1 18

Definition Of TermS. ......ouineit i 18

Scope and Delimitations of the Study..............c.ooiiiiiiii 19

vii



CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

L0110 (e .2 20
Social Identity, Self-Categorization, and Group Identity Theories.................. 21
Social Identity Theory........ocviuiiiiii e 21
Self-Categorization Theory..........covviuiiiiiiiiiii e, 24
Group Identity Theory.........ccooeiiniiiiiii e, 25
Applications of GIT to the Research Problem..........................c...... 26
Summary of SIT, SCT, and GIT..........ccooiiiiiiiieaa 29
Philippine Identity...........ooiiiiiii e 29
Historical and Cultural Background...................cooooiiiiiii i, 29
Understanding Philippine Identity...............ccooiiiiiiiiiii i 30
Tfugao [Identity . .....oouiie i e 36
Origin of the [fugaos. ......c.ooiiiiii 36
Livelihood of the [fugaos. .........ccoviiiiiiii e, 38
Culture and Traditions of the [fugaos..................cooiiiiiiiiinnn. 38
Religion and Beliefs of the [fugaos................cooooiiiiiiiiiiinn, 38
History of the [fugaos. ... .....oooiiii i 40
Summary of the Ifugao Background....................ooo, 41
Tlocano Identity........o.ovneieii i 43
Origin and History of the [locanos..............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiini e, 44
Livelihood of the Ilocanos..............coooviiiiiiiiiii e 46
Culture and Traditions of the [locanos...............cooooiiiiiiiiiiinn 47
Religion and Beliefs of the [locanos...............coociiiiiiiii. 49

viii



Bible Methodist History and Background...................cooooiiiiiit. 50

Religious Context of the Study..............ooooiiiii 50
Bible Methodist Background of the Study.................c.oooi. 52
Official Beliefs and Values of the Philippine Bible Methodists............. 58

CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCEDURES

MEthOdOLOZY .. ..o e 61
Research QUeStIONS. .....o.uiiti i e 61
Research Procedures. ... .. ..o 62
Data-Gathering Instruments..............oooiiiiiiiiiiii e, 62
Personal Interviews........o.oiuiiiiiiii i 62

QUESHIONNAITE. . ...ttt ettt et et e e e eee e ean 62

Personal Observations. ...........ovvuivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieneenenn, 63

Sources of Data.......oouiiinii i 63
SUDJECES. .ottt 63

SaAMPIING. ... 63

Analysis ofthe Data............coooiiiiiiiii e 65
Compensating for Anticipated Problems and Limitations................... 65

CHAPTER FOUR: DATA AND ANALYSIS

Presentation of Data. ... ... 68
Etic Categories of Group Identity.............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. 68

Ethnic Identity...........oooiiiiii e 68

Social Identity........coovuiiniiiiii 69

Religious Identity.........ooviiiiiiiiiii e 71



In-Group/Out-Group Interactions............ccoeevuereieiinninnnn.. 77

Areas of Similarity............oooiiiiiiiiiii 79

Areas of Difference.............c.oooiiiiiiiiii 80

Preaching Patterns. ...........ooviiiiiiiiii e 86
ProcCess. . .oouei i 86

TOPICS. ettt 89

Content. ..ot 91
Change........oooiiiii 91

AnNalysis 0Ff Data. ... ..ot e 94
Emerging Themes: Emic Categories of Group Identity...................... 94
Family/Kinship Identity............coooiiiiiiiiiiiie, 94
Personal Connection with God..............c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiinn. 94
Personal Connection with Fellow Christians......................... 95

An Emerging Category of Group Identity: Spiritual Identity.......96

Converging Themes:
Where Group Identity Influences Preaching Patterns......................... 96

CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SUMMATY . . .. e e e e eeees 104
CONCIUSIONS .+ttt 105
The Salience of Spiritual Identity in the Task of Preaching............... 105

The Role of Spiritual Disciplines
in the Development of Spiritual Identity......................ooiiin.. 106

The Role of Spiritual Fellowship
in the Development of Spiritual Identity.................cooiiiiiin. 106

The Transcendence of Spiritual Identity....................ooooiiiiin... 107



Connection to Figure 1 and Figure 2 (Chapter One)........................ 108

Recommendations. ... .....o.uvuiiuiiiii i 109
Recommendations for PBMC and BMGLC Pastors........................ 109
Recommendations for the PBMC and BMGLC Leaders.................. 110
Recommendations for Further Study.....................oal. 112

APPENDICES

APPENAIX A .ot 113

AppendixX B ..o 115

APPENAIX €.t 117

APPENdixX Do 118

AppendixX E. ..o 120

APPendiX F. ... 122

APPENAIX Gttt 124

Appendix H. ..o 126

LIST OF FIGURES

FIgUIe L. 11

FIgUIE 2. . 12

o gUIE 3. 15

FagUIC 4. . 98

FIgUIE 5. 101

FIGUIC 6. .o 102

LIST OF TABLES
Table ..o e 9

Xi



Xii



