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Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah had a vision of God seated on the throne and the angels
singing and praising the holiness of God. In the book of
Revelation, chapter four, John tells about his vision of the throne of
God. He saw the Lord seated on a throne with glory and light
shining around the throne. There was a rainbow around the throne
and in a circle around the throne were twenty-four elders dressed
in white and wearing crowns of gold. From the throne came flashes
of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Surrounding the throne
on each of its sides were four living creatures. These living
creatures were covered with eyes in front and behind. Each one of
the living creatures had six wings. And day and night they never
stopped singing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who
was, who is, and who is to come” (Revelation 4:8).

The four living creatures sang songs of glory and honour and
thanks to the one who sits on the throne who lives forever and ever.
As they sang, the twenty-four elders fell down before the one who
sits on the throne. They threw their crowns down in front of the
throne and said, “Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive
glory and honour and power. For you created all things and by
your will they were given existence and life” (Revelation 4:11).

Many think that the twenty-four elders represent the twelve
tribes of Israel of the Old Testament and the twelve apostles of the
New Testament. They symbolize all of God’s people, both past and
present, worshipping God.

The vision that John saw and the vision that Isaiah saw are very
similar. Everything in heaven is worshipping God, praising him, and
declaring his holiness. In both Isaiah 6:3 and Revelation 4:8 there
are the same words: “Holy, holy, holy.” Why do the angels and the
living creatures keep repeating this word three times?

- We know that God is three in one. We can say that God the
Father is holy, Jesus is holy, the Holy Spirit is holy. God is
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e All the dishes and instruments in the Temple are holy because
they are dedicated to God and used in his service.
~ Numbers 4:15 (NIV).
2 The Temple was built on a hill and so the hill was referred to as
the holy mountain. “Exalt the LORD our God and worship at
his holy mountain, for the LORD our God is holy.”
‘ Psalm99:9 (NIV)
& When Moses was looking after the sheep in the desert, he saw
a burning bush but the fire did not burn the bush. He went
closer to see this bush and God called him and said, “Do not
come any closer ... you are standing on holy ground” (Exodus
3:5). The earth did not look any different, but because 1t was
chosen by God it became sacred or holy.

God gave Moses instructions to build a tabernacle or a special
tent for the worship of God. Everything in the Tent of worship was
holy. No ordinary person was to touch it or use it. Everything was
sacred and only the priests were to touch them and use them. In the
sacred Tent there were only two rooms. The first was the Holy
Place and only the priests were allowed to go into this room. Other
people were not allowed to enter or els¢ they would die. The
second room was called the Most Holy Place. Only the high priest
was to go in once a year on a very special day called the day of
atonement. It was forbidden for any other person or priest to go
inside or else they would die. This word “holy” shows that these
things belong to God alone and no other people are to touch them
or use them.

In Leviticus chapter 10, we can read the story of the two sons
of Aaron who were priests. One of their jobs was to burn incense
in the sacred Tent. The nice smelling smoke was a symbol of the
people’s prayers that were going up to heaven. God had told them
to use only special holy fire in the sacrifices. But these two priests
did not follow Gods instructions. They took their own pan, put live
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God told the Israelites:
w Do not worship any other god, because I, the Lord, tolerate no
rivals.” Exodus 34:14
55 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you;
for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God
and his anger will burn against you.
Deuteronomy 6:14-15(NIV)
¥ Worship no god but me. Do not make for yourselves images of
anything in heaven or on earth or in the water under the earth.
Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, for I am the LORD
your God and [ tolerate no rivals. Deuteronomy 5:8-9
= Burn their idols. Do not desire the silver or gold that is on
them, and do not take it for yourselves. If you do that will be
fatal, because the Lord hates idolatry. Do not bring any of these
idols into your homes, or the same curse will be on you that is
on them. Deuteronomy 7:25-26

During the time of Joshua most of the people continued to
follow the worship of God, but some of the Israclites had begun to
worship idols. Therefore Joshua commanded them to get rid of
their foreign gods.

& He is a holy God... He will tolerate no rivals, and if you leave
him to serve foreign gods, he will turn against you and punish
you. He will destroy you, even though he was good to you
before.... Get rid of these foreign gods that you have... and
pledge your loyalty to the Lord, the God of Israel. The people
then said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God. We will
obey his commands.” Joshua 24:19-20, 23-24

Remove Idols and See the Blessings of God

When Samuel was the leader of Israel, many of the Israelites
had slipped back into idol worship. God allowed the Philistines to
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If we cleanse our homes from all idols, images, lucky charms,
and supernatural objects, and put our faith totally in God, we will
experience God’s blessing and protection on our lives and on our
families. '

Ephesus was a city where many people worshipped false gods
and believed in magical charms. There was also a big temple of the
goddess, Artemis, in the city. Paul preached the gospel in Ephesus
and many people turned away from their sins. These people had
been practising magic, and witchcraft, but they accepted the
message of the Gospel, and were baptized. It seems however that
some of the new Christians had not completely destroyed all the
magic charms from the past. The Bible says, “Many of the believers
came, publicly revealing and admitting what they had done. Many
of those who had practised magic brought their books (magical
scrolls) together and burned them in public ... In this powerful way
the word of the Lord kept spreading and growing stronger” (Acts
19:18-19). When people got rid of the items belonging to the false
religion and depended totally upon God, they experienced God’s
blessing.

God is holy. He wants every one of us to be his holy people
and worship him alone. In the New Testament we are told to keep
ourselves separate from all that is evil.

v Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what does
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what
fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there
between Christ and Belial? What agreement is there between
the temple of God and idols...Let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness
out of reverence for God. 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, 7:1

Therefore we must separate ourselves from the worship of other
gods, spirits or ancestors. We do not need charms or lucky stones
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= Sing to the Lord, praise his name...

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds
among all peoples.

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise...

Splendor and majesty are before him;

strength and glory are in his sanctuary...
Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness.
Psalm 96:2-4,6-9 (NIV)

Look at the words in this psalm that describe God: glory,
marvelous deeds, great, worthy of praise, splendour, majesty,
strength, holiness. We worship God because he is so wonderful.
God is awesome. Our words cannot describe the goodness and
beauty of God. We should not come casually into the presence of
such a high and holy God.

& Who has the right to go up the Lord’s hill?
Who may enter his holy Temple?
Those who are pure in act and in thought. Psalm 24:3-4

Jesus said, “Happy are the pure in heart; they will see God”
(Matthew 5:8). This verse does not just refer to seeing God in
heaven at the end of our lives. It also means that here and now only
those whose hearts are pure will be able to see God and know him
in his beauty and glory. In this chapter we will look at a number of
word pictures that help us to understand the beauty of holiness.
Harmony is one of the things that makes music so beautiful.
Holiness brings harmony into our lives.

Holiness is Harmony
God is the creator of music and we worship God with songs and
music. The words “sing” and “praise” are found over 400 times in

the Bible. Singers and musicians know that harmony is very
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destroy sin and bring men and women back into harmony with each
other and in harmony with God. One day God will restore creation
to the beauty and splendour it had in the very beginning. This is
why God wants us to be holy. He wants to take out the rebellion
and selfishness that each person is born with and restore us until we
become a picture of the goodness and kindness of God. ,

In a band there may be three different guitars or even more. -
Each guitar must be tuned so that it is in tune with all the others and
also in tune with the keyboard. If they are in tune, there will be
barmony. But if one person does not want to tune his guitar to the
others there will be disharmony, and the music will not sound good.

In the same way, as Christians, we need to be in tune with God.
If we do not listen to God and choose to go our own way, then
there will be no harmony but only discord. We must surrender our
desires and submit to God’s desires. We can do this, for we know
that God plans good things for his children, and his ways and plans
are always better than ours.

A guitar has six strings that are all different but when each
string is tuned properly then they blend together to make beautiful
music. This is a beautiful picture of living in right relationships with
other people. We are all different and God does not make us the
same as others. Instead he wants to help us to live in harmony with
others. :

“Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy;
without holiness no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14 NIV).
We cannot be self-centered and holy at the same time. Right
relationships with other people are very important. Jesus said that
it was not enough to be kind and good to our friends. Instead he
said, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”
(Matthew 5:44). '

Jesus said that if a person came to the temple to give a gift to
God, and there remembered that a brother was upset with him, then -
he should leave his gift and go and straighten things with his
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& For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in
conflict with each other. ~ Galatians5:17

These three enemies-- Satan, love of worldly pleasures, and the
sinful nature try to defeat us and destroy our Christian life. Some
call this an “evil trio”— the world, the flesh and the devil. We must
be very careful and guard ourselves against these three enemies and
find ways to overcome and destroy them. If we do not overcome
them, then they will overcome us and we will net be able to live a
life that is pleasing to God.

Satan

Satan was a very important angel who was not content to be
God’s servant. He became proud and wanted the highest place for
himself. He rebelled against God and became God’s enemy. He
~ could not fight against God, because God is far too powerful.
Instead, he attacks the good and beautiful things that God has
created, including people like you and me.

God created man and woman and placed both of them in that
beautiful Garden of Eden. Everything was beautiful. They had
plenty of food, water, friendship, and companionship with God.
They had all they wanted and there was no sorrow, anger, jealousy
or heartache. God talked with them and they lived in harmony with
God and with each other, but Satan came in and deceived them. He
placed doubts in the mind of the woman and deceived her. He told
Eve that if she ate the fruit from the forbidden tree, she would
receive the knowledge of knowing good and evil, and would be
like God. The woman listened to the deceitful words of Satan. The
fruit looked so beautiful, and she thought how wonderful it would
be to be wise. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Instead of
listening to God and refusing Satan, she listened to Satan and
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different ways in order to tempt us. When he tempted Eve, he came
in the form of a snake and deceived her about the fruit. The woman
saw the fruit was delightful and thought it would give her wisdom,
and so she took it. So Satan uses the good things of the world to
tempt us.

Satan showed Jesus all the powerful kingdoms of this world
with all their riches and greatness.. He said to Jesus, ‘If you bow
down and worship me, then I will give to you all of these”
(Matthew 4:9). Satan will try to use our desires for the good things
of this world to distract us and turn us away from God. Demas was
one of Paul’s co-workers. He was Paul’s disciple and worked with
Luke. He listened to Paul preach, he saw his strong faith, and was
with Paul while he was in prison. But later Paul wrote these sad
words, “Demas fell in love with this present world and has deserted
me” (2 Timothy 4:10).

Demas started well in his Christian life, but then ddﬁcult times
came and his faith was not strong. All the glitter and glamour of this
world deceived Demas and he turned his back on following Jesus.
It’s terrible if we lose our faith as Demas did. Jesus said, “Will you
gain anything if you win the whole world but are yourself lost or
defeated? Of course not” (Luke 9:25).

We must obey these words of the Bible.

¥ Do not love the world or anything that belongs to the world. If
you love the world you do not love the Father. Everything that
belongs to the world—what the sinful self desires, what people
see and want, and everything in this world that people are proud
of—none of this comes from the Father; it all comes from the
world. The world and everything in it that people desire is
passing away; but those who do the will of God live forever.
1 John 2:15-17
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people, for Jesus has sent us into the world, so that we can be salt
and light and make the world a better place. Jesus wants us to be
free from sin, but he does not take us out of the world, instead he
prays that God will protect us and keep us holy even in a world that
is full of sin. Jesus’ prayer is that we would be sanctified or made
holy through his word. |

We are to live-godly lives in a sinful world. This is not easy for -
sometimes people are hostile. There are many things in the world to
tempt us. Friends and relatives put pressure on us to live the same
way they do, but we are to live differently to the people of the
world. Paul says we are to live as if we were dead, ““ I will boast
only about the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; for by means of his
cross the world is dead to me, and I am dead to the world”
(Galatians 6:14). The worldly life is trying to get us to give in to it,
but in Jesus’ name and power we can win the victory over the
world. I John 5:4 says, “Every child.of God is able to defeat the
world. And we win the victory over the world by means of our
faith.”

Have you ever seen the letters WWJID? They stand for “What
Would Jesus Do?” People use these letters to remind themselves
that they are not to live by the standards and desires of the world
but to keep their eyes on Jesus. When they face decisions they ask
themselves, “What would Jesus do?” This helps them to use their
faith in Jesus to overcome the pressures and temptations of the
world. :

The Sinful Nature

The third enemy is the sinful nature. What is it, and where did
it come from?

When God created Adam and Eve, they were holy and pure, but
when they sinned, their lives were ruined. Sin did not just affect
them, for it affected everyone who came after them. Sin spread
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but not with a sinful nature. They were created holy with no desire
for sin in their hearts. Because they were humans they had desires
for food, for sleep, for friendship and a desire for knowledge.
These desires are good and are normal and were given to us by
God. The sexual desire is another desire that was given to us by
God. It is a very strong desire and like our other desires it must be
controlled. Some people do not control their sexual desires, and
they get involved in immorality and adultery.

Jesus had a human nature but not a sinful nature for he was
without sin. We will always have a human nature for that is an
essential part of who we are. We need to discipline and control our
human nature. It is natural to get hungry, and when we see food we
want to eat some. It is normal and natural to have sexual desires.
But, as Christians, we do not steal to satisfy our hunger. Neither do
we get involved in adultery or immorality. Instead we control our
desires and do not let our human desires control us.

The Good News Bible is a very good translation but in some
places they have used the phrase “human nature” instead of the
phrase “sinful nature” (e.g. Romans 8:5-6, Galatians 5:17). This is
an inaccurate translation. The sinful nature is that desire in our
hearts that chooses to do the wrong rather than the right. It is more
interested in pleasing itself than in pleasing God. When the sinful
nature is in control of our lives, we are proud but not humble; we
prefer pleasure to self sacrifice; we prefer our way to God’s way;
we want to take revenge rather than forgive. We love those who
are kind to us and we hate those who hurt us or displease us.

We can see that the sinful nature is really a twisted self-centred
human nature. It is normal to want to feel good about ourself, but
if we are not careful this can easily turn into pride. It is normal to
feel hunger but if we do not control our appetite we become
greedy.
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to teach their children to do what is right and good. Many marriage
problems happen for the same reason. Neither person wants to give
in or say sorry to the other person. Each one of them wants to be
in charge, no one wants to give in to the other person. Many wars
have been fought between countries for the same reason. Each
country wants to be the biggest and no one wants to submit to
someone else.

Each person is born with a sinful nature and this is the cause of
many Christians being weak in their spiritual lives. Paul wrote to
the Corinthians and told them that they were still living according
to their sinful nature. “I could not talk to you as I talk to men who
have the Spirit; I had to talk to you as men of this world...because
you still live as men of this world. When there is jealousy among
you, and you quarrel with one another, doesn’t this prove that you .
are men of this world, living by this world’s standard?” (I
Corinthians 3:1-3).

The Corinthian Christians were “men of this world” and “living
by the world’s standards,” because they were not listening to the
Holy Spirit. Their thinking and actions were controlled by love for
the things of this world.

Today many Christians are living the same kind of life as the
Corinthian Christians. They have turned away from the sins they
used to do. They believe in Jesus Christ and wait for the Lord’s
return but they still have this spiritual conflict in their hearts. The
sinful nature continues to battle against the Holy Spirit and so they
are double minded.

The Holy Spirit wants us to humble ourselves and let Jesus be
Lord of our lives. “Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you doubleminded. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and
he will lit you up” James 4:8, 10 (NIV). This verse refers to two
types of people. “Wash your hands you sinners” refers to sinful
actions that we have committed. We need to repent, confess and
ask the blood of Jesus to cleanse us.
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All of these Bible verses talk about death. But it does not talk
about physical death. It says that we must die to sin so that we
shall no longer follow the desires of the sinful nature. A dead
person does not feel hungry, does not envy, and does not hear. We
too must become like a dead person that has no desire for sin. Then
we will not envy someone’s property and we will not listen to the
flattering words of those who want to lead us away from faith in
God.

Crucifixion is not pleasant and it is a slow painful death. To
crucify the sinful nature is not easy, for the sinful nature does not
want to die. It fights to remain in control. But we need to do what
Galatians 5:24 says. We need to take the passions and evil desires
of the sinful nature and nail them to the cross. We must totally
reject and renounce jealousy, greed, hatred, lustful thoughts, selfish
ambition, pride, resentment and bitterness. We must get rid of
these things out of our life until we can say like Paul did, “I have
been put to death with Christ on his cross, so that it is no longer /
who live, but Christ who lives in me (Galatians 2:19, 20).

We must be dead to sin, but we must be alive with Christ. Just
as Jesus rose from the dead, he also gives us a new life that hungers
and thirsts after righteousness. The Holy Spirit must fill us so that
our ears will be open to hear him and obey him. If we do this then,
the sinful nature will no longer lead us astray. The Holy Spirit will
- give us a dynamic spiritual life, and God’s power, joy, and peace -
will fill our hearts and lives to overflowing.

Surrender is the Way to Victory

The Biblical message is clear: we must get rid of our sinful
nature. Paul said, “Do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that
you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin
as instruments of wickedness, but rather...offer the parts of your
body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be
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The Word of God is very important, for it gives us God’s
instructions. God said to Joshua, “Study [God’s law] day and
night, and make sure you obey everything written in it. Then you
will be prosperous and successful” (Joshua 1:8). If we fill our minds
with the Word of God, this will give direction to our lives, supply
nourishment to our spirits, and will help us grow mature in our
Christian lives.

~ Philippians 4:8 says, “Fill your minds with those things that are
good and deserve praise, things that are true, noble, right, pure,
lovely, honourable.” If we fill our minds with good thoughts then
our actions will be good. But if we fill our minds with evil things
then our actions will be evil. If we use our ears to listen to dirty
stories and watch dirty movie pictures, this will damage our
consciences and paralyze our Christian life and faith.

We must allow God to control our thoughts. We must guard
ourselves against pride. Some people are proud of their good looks,
some are proud of their wealth or their education. Others are proud
of their position in society or even their position in the church. We
must keep ourselves free from pride. Instead, we are to be humble
and gentle towards others. “Live in harmony with one another. Do
not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited” (Romans 12:16 NIV).

“All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,
because, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand...” (l Peter
5:5-6 NIV).

We must also be guard against evil thoughts towards other
people, for these will grieve the Holy Spirit. Anger, resentment,
bitterness, jealousy and any other evil thoughts towards others are
not pleasing to God. We must forgive other people just as God has
forgiven us. We must ask God to cleanse our hearts and minds and
remove any thoughts that are not pleasing to him. We need God to
take away anger, bitterness, resentment, and jealousy, and to fill us
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What Must We Do to be Filled with the Holy Spirit?

1. We must be sure of our salvation.

All people have sinned and none of us are righteous in God’s
eves. But Jesus died to redeem us from the hands of Satan. We
must repent. That means, turn away from our sins and confess them

to Jesus. He will forgive us from our sins and bring us into the
family of God.

2. We must reject and renounce the evil desires of the sinful
nature.

Once we repent of our sins and believe in Christ, he forgives our
sins and gives the Holy Spirit to us. The Holy Spirit lives within us
to lead and guide us. But many people come to discover that there
are two very different forces battling against each other within
them. The sinful nature opposes the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit
wants to defeat the sinful nature.

Therefore we must reject the evil desires of the sinful nature.
' We must not allow evil desires to pull us away from God. We must
confess and reject the evil attitudes that like to hide within our
hearts. We need to get rid of envy, lust, anger, bitterness, lying,
pride, hatred, gossip. laziness, and selfishness. All of these attitudes
and activities are evil in God’s eyes.

We should not only pray, “God, I want you to bless me and
make me a strong Christian.” We need to be very clear and
definite. We need to confess our sinful attitudes and actions one by
one, and ask God to remove them from our lives. Some people
have found it useful to take a pen and some paper and write down
all the things in their lives that are not pleasing to God. Consider
these matters:

Envy, lust, anger, bitterness, hatred, pride, boasting, lying,

gossip, impurity, laziness, selfishness, evil thoughts, rebelling

against authority, lack of self-discipline, lack of prayer and Bible
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If we want to be filled with the Holy Spirit, we need to believe
the promises of God. Look at these wonderful promises that God
has made to you.

& For God promised to give the Holy Spirit to you, your ch11dren
and all who are far off for all whom the Lord our God will call.
Acts 2:39 (NIV)

= The Holy Spirit, who is God’s gift to those who obey him.
Acts 5:32

s The Father....is glad to give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him. Luke 11:13 (NIV)

Do not fear and do not doubt. God has promised to give us the
Holy Spirit. He wants the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts, our minds,
and our lives. He will give the Holy Spirit to all who obey him and
ask for him to fill their lives. We commit ourselves to God as a
living sacrifice, and promise to do whatever he asks us to do. In
simple faith we ask him to fill us with the Holy Spirit and he will do
it. Matthew 21:22 says, “If you believe, you will receive whatever
you ask for in prayer.”

Look again at these six points:

1. Be sure of your salvation.

Reject and renounce all the evil desires of the sinful nature.
You must desire for the Holy Spirit to cleanse you and fill
you.

4. Give yourself and all your possessions to God. Be willing

to obey whatever he says.

5. Ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit.

6. Believe that God will fill you with the Holy Spirit and make

you holy.

Think of these as steps on your spiritual journey. Where abouts
are you on your spiritual journey? Ask God to show you any areas

W
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cleanses our hearts and sets us free from the sinful nature, but our
basic personality remains the same. God keeps working in our lives
and changing us so that we show more and more of the character

of Jesus in our daily lives. |

Imperfect Bodies

Even though we are filled with the Holy Spirit we still live in a
body that is weak.

Our body is marvellously made and God has filled it with all
sorts of complex chemicals called hormones that helps our body
work properly. Sometimes our hormones get out of balance. Some
people get very depressed and moody. Other people may get very
excitable. This is part of being human. Sometimes doctors can give
medicine to help get the hormones back into balance. Our bodies
become tired and need sleep and rest. Sometimes we have a
headache or have the flu. Our body is sick and it is easy to be
impatient. At times like this we may be easily upset.

Our bodies change as we get older, and older people do not
have the energy that younger people have. Our physical condition
may affect the way we live, and our Christian lives may not always
be as good as we would like them to be. Our hearts may be pure
but our lives may not be as positive as we wish they were.

God made our bodies, and they are God’s good gift to us. The
Bible says, “He knows what we are made of; he remembers that we
are dust” (Psalm 103:14). This is the meaning of the phrase, “We
who have this spiritual treasure are like common clay pots”(2
Corinthians 4:7). These clay pots are our human bodies for Adam
was made from the dust of the earth (Genesis 2). God fills these
ordinary weak human bodies of clay with his Holy Spirit so that
people will see God’s power at work and give him glory. The gift
of the Holy Spirit is not just for ministers and church leaders. God
wants all of his people, young and old, men and women, rich and
poor to be filled with his Holy Spirit and living lives that bring glory
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to God.

We Must Grow in Grace

As Christians we should always be growing in our Christian
lives. We will never reach a point in our lives when we can sit
down and say, “I have reached the top. I am now a perfect
Christian and can never be any better or stronger.” A person who
thinks that way has completely misunderstood what it means to be
a follower of Jesus Christ.

New Christians are like “new born babies, crave pure spiritual
milk so that by it you may grow up in your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2
NIV). But we are not to stay drinking milk for the rest of our lives.
We are to “continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).

It is important that we give regular time to Bible reading for this

gives us spiritual food and helps us to grow. Prayer is also very
“important to our Christian lives. - - ”
It is very important to meet with other Christians to worship
- and have fellowship together. Jesus promised that when just two
or three people get together to worship him, he is right therc with
them (Matthew 18:20). As we pray together and share the
difficulties and the blessings, we strengthen each other, and so grow
in our knowledge of God.
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perform miracles, because he gave much time to praying and
obeying God’s instructions. Just before his death he went to the
Garden of Gethsemane and spent time in prayer. We must follow
his example.

Jesus said, “Remain united to me, and I will remain united to
you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it
remains in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless
you remain in me” (John 15:4). Reading God’s word and regular
prayer are two very important things that we must do in order to
remain united to Jesus and be able to follow him in the pathway of
holiness.

Jesus Came to Save the Lost

Before Jesus was born an angel appeared in a dream to Joseph
and told him that Mary would have a baby. The angel said, “You
~will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). The name Jesus means Saviour—the one
who saves others. This work of helping and saving the lost was
very important to Jesus. Jesus did not come just to help the good
people or the nice people but he came to help everyone, even the
worst of sinners.

Some people were very critical of Jesus because he was friendly
and ate with people who were classified as “sinners” or “outcasts.”
The Pharisees were very careful to stay away from people that they
thought were sinful, and so they asked the disciples, “Why does
Jesus eat with such people?” Jesus overheard their questions and
he replied, “People who are well do not need a doctor... I have not
come to call respectable people, but outcasts” (Mark 2:17).

Zacchaeus was a tax collector and he was hated by the
Pharisees. He heard about Jesus and when Jesus came to Jericho,
Zacchaeus wanted to see him. Since he was a very short person and
could not see over the heads of the crowd, he climbed up into a tree
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to get a better view of Jesus. As Jesus came along the road he saw
Zacchaeus up the tree and stopped. He said, “Hurry down,
Zacchaeus, because I must stay in your house today.” The people
who heard this were very surprised and grumbled, “This man has
gone as a guest to the home of a sinner” (Luke 19:5,7).

Zacchaeus was delighted to have Jesus come to his house. We
do not know what Jesus said to Zacchaeus that day, but Zacchaeus
made a public announcement. “I will give half my belongings to the
poor, and if I have cheated anyone I will pay him back four times as
much.” Jesus replied, “Salvation has come to this house today...
The Son of Man has come to seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:8-9).

Jesus came to seek and save the lost. If we are to be Christlike,
then we must also be deeply concerned about those who are away
from God. Paul said, “How I wish with all my heart that my own
people might be saved” (Romans 10:1). He also said, “I have
complete confidence in the gospel; it is God’s power to save all
who believe” (Romans 1:16). We must have the same confidence
that the gospel is God’s power to save all who believe. We should
make it a priority of our lives to help others come to know Jesus as
their Saviour.

Jesus was a friend of sinners. Some people have felt that in
order to live a holy life they must stay away from people who are
not Christians and who are living sinful lives. They have separated
themselves from non-Christians in order to preserve their own
holiness. Jesus shows us a different way. We are to be “like salt
for the whole human race” (Matthew 5:13). Salt improves the
flavour of food and salt is often added to meat to preserve it. In the
same way Christians are to have a positive influence on society. We
are to live in the world, but we are to be different to the people of
the world. Jesus also said that we are the light of the world. We
are not to hide our light from those in darkness, but rather let our
light shine so that they can see the light. Holy people work to show -
God’s love and salvation to the world and work together to make
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his tithe. He glanced over and saw the other man who was a tax
collector. He said, “I thank you that I am not like the tax collector
over there.” The other man did not have much to say. He felt very
ashamed and unworthy and said, “God, have pity on me, a sinner.”
Jesus said that God heard the prayer of the man who was humble,
but the proud man went away empty. He concluded his story by
saying, “Those who make themselves great will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be made great” (Luke 18:14).
We cannot be both holy and proud at the same time.

Jesus Forgives Wrongs

When Jesus was led to be killed, the chief priests made false
accusations against him, slapped him and spat on him. They
whipped him and made fun of him. They forced him to carry his
own cross. Then they nailed him to the cross. While he was
hanging up on the cross, Jesus looked down and saw those priests
who mocked him and wanted to crucify him. He saw the crowds
who cried out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” He saw these soldiers
who whipped and nailed him to the cross. And Jesus said, “Forgive
them, Father. They do not know what they are doing” (Luke
23:34).

Jesus forgave the wrong things other people did to him. We,
too, must forgive the wrongs of others. “Forgive as the Lord
forgave you” (Colossians 3:13).

Stephen was a Christian who was filled with faith and with the
Holy Spirit. He is a wonderful example of forgiveness and
Christlikeness. He helped the widows who did not have enough
food. He was an excellent preacher and spoke with great wisdom.
When he was faced with opposition, he stood strong in his faith.
The people were so angry that they stoned Stephen to death. While
they were still throwing stones at him, he bowed down in prayer
and cried in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
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Jesus talked about the judgment that everyone will face in the
last days. One very important thing that he will examine is our
attitudes to others. When we do good to those who are in trouble,
we are doing good to Jesus.

He said, “Come, you that are blessed by my F ather Come and
possess the kingdom which has been prepared for you ever since the
creation of the world. I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you
gave me a drink; [ was a stranger and you received me into your
homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care
of me, in prison and you visited me... I tell you whenever you did
this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you
did it for me” (Matthew 25:34, 35, 40).

When we talk about living a holy life, we do not mean putting
on nice clothes and standing in church singing songs, and waiting
for Jesus to return. Instead, we are talking about doing the things
Jesus did and helping those who are poor, sick, hungry, and rejected
by others.

James 1:27 says that “ What God the Father considers to be
pure and genuine religion is this: to take care of orphans and
widows in their suffering and to keep oneself from being corrupted
by the world.”

Summary

To live a holy life is to live a life that resembles that of Jesus
Christ. To be holy is to be like Christ. In this chapter we have
noticed some of the characteristics of the life of Jesus.

¥ Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Jesus knew the Scriptures.

Jesus was a man of prayer.

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.

Jesus humbled himself.

Jesus forgave people for the wrong things they did to him.
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