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SENTIMENTAL 
ARNEST HEARERS

NEXT SUNDAY there w ill be m any thou
sands of people attending church. They 
w ill supposedly be there for the purpose 
of worshipping God.

These people w ill listen to the m inisters 
preach. The purpose of preaching is to 
proclaim the gospel. The reason for listen 
ing is to hear and obey the truth.

Back in Ezekiel’s day they also gathered 
to hear the prophet. We should be able to 
suppose that they came for the same pur
pose—to worship God, to hear His truth, 
and to obey.

But God, who looks on the heart, spoke 
thus to his prophet, “And they come unto 
thee as the people cometh, and they sit 
before thee as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they w ill not do them: for with  
their mouth they shew much love, but 
their heart goeth after their covetousness” 
(Ezekiel 33:31).

This was a terrible indictm ent against 
the people of that day and hour. Let it not 
be uttered concerning us in this day as we 
gather in  our churches to worship.

G e n e ra l  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

L e w is

We cannot afford to isolate our daily 
lives from our gospel, our creed, our God.

Our worship of God must contribute to 
our souls— strength, nobility, and purpose 
for living.

The messages we hear from God’s min
isters must be food for our souls, light for 
our paths, a standard for our ethics, a basis 
for our daily choices and actions.

No doubt one of the great tragedies of 
many people is the failure to translate their 
gospel beliefs and personal Christian pro
fession into their daily living. But this is 
necessary if w e are to serve Christ and 
testify in reality to our needy generation.

May it be that as God looks on the many 
worshippers in the Nazarene churches this 
coming Lord’s day He can say to the 
preachers, “They come unto thee and sit 
before thee as My people, and they hear 
thy words—behold, they w ill do them. With 
their mouth they speak of much love for 
Me, their God, and their heart is set to obey 
the truth as they go from the sanctuary to 
live this w eek among m en.”



'Unto him that is able  

to keep you from  

fa lling  . .

nd Prevention

KENNETH L. DODGE

A MAN ap p ro ached  D. L. M oody for 
some advice. H e o u tlin ed  his situation  
to Mr. M oody an d  concluded  w ith  the 
question, “W h at w ould  you do in  such 
a situation?” M oody answ ered, “ M an, 
I’d never get m yself in to  such a s itu a 
tion in the first p lace.”

There is a p reven tive aspect to  C hris
tianity. T h e  C hu rch  is tagged w ith  a 
“rescue" label, and  p roperly  so—for all 
men are lost in  sin an d  need to be 
rescued o r “ saved.” Besides, th ere  is 
more dram a in “ rescue” th an  th ere  is 
in “preven tion .”

Henry W ard  Beecher was in  h is study 
at the church  one day w hen a m an 
rushed in and  said: “O Dr. Beecher, 
come in to  th e  sanctuary  w ith  m e and  
help me offer a p ray er of thanksgiving. 
1 just came down the h ill th a t leads 
into town an d  my team  of horses ran  
away with me. I was sure I w ould  be 
killed, bu t the L ord  rescued me. I w ant 
to breathe a p ray er of thanksgiving."

Dr. Beecher rep lied , however: “I know 
something even g rea te r fo r w hich to 
thank the L ord  and  th a t is: I have 
come down th a t same h ill thousands of 
times and my team  never has ru n  away 
with me. L et us th an k  th e  L ord  for 
that as w ell.”

Perhaps it  was th is p rin c ip le  th a t Ju d e  
had in m ind  when he w rote th a t we 
should glorify G od, w ho keeps us from

falling . In  o u r C hristian  liv ing  we 
should  be constan tly  advancing to h ig h 
er g ro un d  so th a t fo rm er tem ptations 
th a t could have been tim es of real b a t
tle canno t reach us now. T h a t  is to say, 
one of th e  ways by w hich the Lord 
keeps us from  fa lling  is by he lp in g  us 
to develop a sp ir itu a l im m unity .

Louis P asteu r is cred ited  w ith  th e  d is
covery th a t once a cow h ad  been in 
fected w ith  an th ra x , an d  h ad  recovered, 
it could  never be infected  again. T h e re  
are  some experiences in  C hristian  living 
w hich, once we have victoriously e n 
d u red  them , never have the pow er to 
h arm  us again.

O ne canno t have victory in  th e  larger 
b attles  of C hristian  living unless he has 
h ad  victory in  th e  lesser battles. T h e  
reason some C hristians are n o t troub led  
by the triv ia th a t affect o th e r C hristians 
is because th e  L ord  has b ro u g h t them  
safely th ro u g h  those experiences and  
they no longer have th e  pow er to  “ in 
fect.”

A no th er way by w hich the L ord  keeps 
us from  fa lling  is by streng th en in g  o u r 
de te rm in a tio n  to obey His will. T h in k  
for a m om ent of th e  pow er of a fixed 
purpose.

I t  is possible for C hrist to m ean so 
m uch  to us th a t o u r  passion fo r follow 
ing H im  will cause us to bypass all 
o th e r a ttrac tio ns—and  how  m uch  sp ir it
ual d ifficu lty  is thereby  “p rev en ted ” !

T h is  docs no t h appen  o vern igh t—it re 
qu ires  developm ent, b u t it can and  
does hap pen . T h e re  are young people 
w ith  a passion to do the will of God 
who have bypassed a ttractive financial 
offers th a t m igh t have afforded security, 
luxury , and fame. T h a n k  the Lord for 
a “ fixed purpo se ,” for it keeps us from  
falling.

Finally, the Lord keeps us from  fa ll
ing by h elp in g  us to develop some good 
habits. M uch is said ab o u t bad habits, 
b u t there are good hab its  too. Industry , 
courage, decency, unselfishness, d ep en d 
ability , and  courtesy are some good 
hab its  wo can develop by the h e lp  of 
the Lord. I acknowledge the existence 
of my free will, and  yet th ere  are some 
th ings th a t I canno t do. I canno t strike 
my wife, forge a check, o r deny my 
L ord. T h e  en tire  tenor of my life p re 
vents it.

Such th ings as regu la r church  a t
tendance, conscientious stew ardship, con
sistent devotions, and  loving o n e’s n e ig h 
bor can becam e habits; and  when they 
do, we are thereby find in g  th a t the 
L ord  keeps us from  falling. T o  react 
by h ab it against gossip, selfishness, and  
p ro fan in g  of holy th ings should  be a 
goal w hich all C hristians have a tta in ed  
or else tow ards w hich they are moving.

T h e re  is no t only a curative pow er to 
C hristianity ; there is a preven tive pow er 
also. Let C hrist keep you from  falling.
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E d it o r ia l  N o te— The fo llo w in g  a r t ic le  has 
been c o m p ile d  fro m  ex ce rp ts  ta ken  fro m  a 
se rm on preached  by P a s to r  T . E . M a r t in  a t 
N a sh v il le  (Tennessee) F i r s t  C hu rch , and 
e a r l ie r  a t  the W o lla s to n , M a ssachuse tts , 
chu rch , w here he w as a lso  p a s to r. D r. 
M a r t in  is  se rv ing  h is  f i r s t  te rm  as  a m em 
ber o f th e  G enera l Board .

The Holiness Churches and Ecumenism

By T. E. MARTIN

N ow this I  say, that every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; 
and I o f Cephas; and I of Christ. Is 
Christ d ividedf (I C orin th ian s 1:12-13)

T h is  question  asked by th e  Apostle 
P au l o f th e  C orin th ian s long ago is the 
m ost re levant question  b eing  asked to 
day. T h e  consideration  of it  is called 
ecum enism . It is th e  a ttem p t of C hris
tians who love and serve th e  same Lord 
to discover w hat they have in com mon 
and  to m inim ize the th ings w hich divide 
them . I t is a confession of the C hu rch ’s 
fragm en ta tion  and  weakness.

It is th e  testim ony of m any such 
C hristians th a t “ th e  closer they get to 
C hrist, the closer they get to  each o th e r.” 
T h e  ecum enical m ovem ent has m ade 
com m endable gains. T h e re  are coopera
tion and  m u tu al tru s t am ong churches 
which, though  no t com plete, fa r exceed 
an y th in g  know n before in C hristendom  
since th e  R eform ation . V arious in te r
d enom ina tional g roups and  councils 
have begun to organize and  develop 
p rogram s which offer to  churches the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to approach  together p ro b 
lems th a t none could  h an dle  by th em 
selves and  yet are th e ir m u tu al re 
sponsibility.

O f course there have been resistance 
and  apprehension. T h e re  are  those who 
surm ise th a t the w hole th in g  is a move 
to engulf all C hristians in one big 
church . O thers im agine they can see a 
C om m unist p lo t som ewhere in it. Yet, 
in  spite of attack  by foes and  subversion 
by friends, th e  d raw ing  closer together 
of th e  body o f C hrist has gone on. I t  
has changed th e  clim ate of the whole 
C hristian  w orld. T h e  cooperation  and  
even m erger o f various groups are no 
longer th e  unbelievable news they once 
were . . .

Now, of course, the holiness churches

canno t be in terested  in  losing th e ir 
iden tity  in  one b ig  P ro testan t church  
o r a single organ ization  em bracing  all 
of C hristendom . B ut we can and  should 
be in terested  in  m oving w ith  th e  tide 
to em phasize o u r  likeness and  reexam ine 
o u r differences. W e need to m ake o u r 
co n tribu tion s to  in te rchu rch  discussions. 
W e need to  jo in  han ds in  giving the 
w orld a u n ited  fro n t on those issues we 
all agree the C hurch  should  s tand  for, 
o r against. W e need to begin to  d em o n 
stra te  th a t holiness is a unify ing  and 
n o t a divisive force in  th e  body of 
C hrist. W e need to p rove th a t we who 
profess “perfec t love” are th e  in stru -

About the Cover . . .
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m en t of w holeness and  no t fragmenta
tion . “ For both  he th a t sanctifie th  and 
they w ho are  sanctified  are  all of one: 
fo r w hich cause he is n o t asham ed to 
call them  b re th re n ” (H ebrew s 2:11).

Let us, th en , face th e  least defensible 
division th ere  is in th e  C hurch  today- 
th e  existence o f n um ero us “holiness 
ch urches.” H ere we a re  a g ro up  of peo
ple who believe alike on all th e  essentials 
an d  yet a re  both  ap a rt and competitive. 
If o u r experience of e n tire  sanctification 
is valid an d  th e irs  is valid, how can we 
re ject oneness? If  some say th a t some 
of the o th e r  holiness g roups have strange 
an d  narrow  ideas, we can reply  we do 
too, and  it is an open question  who has 
th e  most. T h e  fact is th e re  are  varying 
p o in ts  of view in every one of the 
churches and  p ro b ab ly  th ere  are  more in 
ours. O ne d o u b ts  if  any holiness church 
has any sizable body op in ion  th a t is not 
shared  in o u r church . Yet th e  whole 
m ood o f oneness and  fellow ship created 
by th e  ecum enical conversations now 
going on everyw here w ill, I hope, force 
th e  holiness churches to  reexam ine their 
isolationist stance. In  fact, th is is al
ready true . T h e re  have been discussions 
am ong all of them  excep t us. Perhaps 
these have no t m aterialized  because they 
m ake th e  most sense w hen they include 
all the holiness groups.

Let m e, th en , suggest six steps that 
could  be taken w hich w ould  bring us 
together. As you ex am ine  them  you 
will see how sim ple they really are, 
an d  p erh ap s you will feel th e  embarrass
m en t I have th a t we have n o t already 
d one it. F irst, the holiness churches 
m igh t issue an official s ta tem en t of our 
com m on purpose. T h is  o u r Board of 
G eneral S up erin tend en ts  declared our 
w illingness to  d o  a t the last General 
Assembly. All holiness churches agree
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that their calling  is to  spread  th e  m es
sage of full salvation to th e  ends of the 
earth. T o  th is we could  add  th a t it is 
our purpose, since we are all one in 
Christ, to seek w ith all o u r hearts, and 
at every cost, th e  fellow ship  of all men 
of like precious fa ith . T h is  m ust n o t be 
stated or construed  to  be a move of any 
one to inco rporate  th e  o th e r b u t ra th e r 
a disposition of all to lose ourselves in 
the greater and  new w hole eventually .

The second logical step beyond the 
official sta tem en t of policy w ould be 
the provision of a free tran sfer of 
membership from  one holiness g roup  to 
another. T his is alm ost tru e  today. But 
if it were stated  in each g ro u p ’s form  
of government it m ight lead to the 
elimination of the sub tle  feeling  th a t to 
join ano ther holiness church  is to  com 
promise oneself o r be disloyal to  o n e ’s 
tradition. Such a provision w ould recog
nize a com mon stan d ard  of holy living, 
a common sta tem en t of fa ith , a com m on 
acceptance of responsib ility , so that 
membership in anv one holiness g roup  
would be fully  eq u iv alen t to  m em b er
ship in any o th er, and  no  m an would 
be better o r worse by transfer.

The th ird  step w ould be th e  accep
tance of a com m on s tan d ard  for the 
ministry. T h is  m igh t include a com 
monly adopted  list of study books w ith 
courses and requ irem ents. I t  w ould set

stan d ard s w hich would be expected of 
m inisters. I t  w ould requ ire  an identical 
sta tem en t of fa ith . T h u s  follow ing id en 
tical courses and  requ irem ents a m in is
ter in any holiness church  w oidd have 
creden tia ls  fully  equal w ith any o ther. 
T h e  inclusion of m inisters in social 
security  could  en ab le  all holiness groups 
to recognize th e  full length  of m an ’s 
service in w hatever holiness church  o r 
churches he served for pension p u r
poses.

T h is  w ould lead logically to th e  fou rth  
step—th e free transfer of m in isters from 
one holiness denom ina tio n  to an o th er in 
the same way in which they move now 
from  one d istric t o r conference to a n 
o th e r in the sam e church . It would 
m ean th a t changing  churches would not 
m ean loss of status as far as pension 
is concerned. I t would also m ean he 
w ould not need particu la rly  to be re 
o rd ain ed  o r receive recognition  of cre
dentia ls. R a th e r we w ould recognize that 
being  a m in is te r in any one holiness 
ch u rch  is equ iv alen t in every respect to 
being  a m in is te r in  any o ther. T h e  
problem s of d iscip line w ould n o t be 
g rea t, fo r they now are h an dled  very 
m uch  the sam e in each church.

T h u s  a fifth  step  w ould be th e  set
ting  u p  of com ity agreem ent between 
the churches involved. By these, I mean 
the agreeing on various areas in which

each denom ination  would work. It m ight 
m ean th e  setting  u p  of com m ittees to 
decide which church  would work in a 
p artic u la r area , m uch as is done on 
the mission field today. T h is  w ould re
su lt in consulta tion  before any new 
churches are  started  and would insure 
the p rov id ing  of holiness churches in 
new  areas m ore rapidly. It w ould end 
the foolish com petition  b ro ug h t on by 
churches being too close to each o ther. 
C hurches which have no valid reason 
for being ap a rt could at least work to 
ge th er in cooperation.

Finally, the- sixth step would be the 
u n itin g  of all the holiness churches in to  
one strong  and vital W esleyan church. 
T h is  un ited  church  would express the 
com m on agreem ent, comm on m eaning, 
and  could give new hope to all who p ro 
fess this experience and  seek to p ro m u l
gate th is tru th . It would say to the 
world th a t loving God w ith all o n e’s 
heart does have practical results in life. 
It w ould  h on or C hrist, who is not d i 
vided. For in H im  th ere  is no Nazarene 
o r P ilgrim  Holiness, no  bond o r free, 
no liberal o r conservative, no w hite o r 
black, no  rich o r poor, east o r west, bu t 
one grea t fellow ship of love. May God 
help  us to find  the way to express this 
love and  to “ follow peace w ith all m en, 
and  holiness, w ithout w hich no m an 
shall see the L ord ’’ (H ebrew s 12:14).

ONE OF T H E  M A R V E L S of the first Chris tm as  
was the absence of so m any  tha t  one  m ig h t  expect 
to have been  there. T h e  h u m b le  shepherds  on  the 
hillside a n d  the w ealthy Magi from  the East were 
the only ones w ho  came to  w orsh ip  the  new born  
Saviour.

T hough  widely separa ted  by b o th  miles an d  
status in life, b o th  groups  were sp iri tually  located 
where G o d ’s messengers—the angels to the  shep
herds and  the star  to the  M ag i—could  lead them  
to the Saviour’s b ir thp lace .

Perphaps the  o thers  were too busy. T h e  in n 
keeper had  to care for a fidl house. T h e  tradesmen 
were busy m e e t in g  the  d em a nd s  of the ir  customers. 
The priests a n d  religious leaders were carrying  on 
their t rad i t io na l  w orship  programs. T h e  k ing  was 
concerned w ith  m a in ta in in g  his unsteady  rule.

Thev were all busy—too busy to  recognize the 
greatest adven t  in history. T o o  busy to welcome 
the King of Kings a n d  L ord  of Lords! So busy 
they have faded  in to  the  dusty  obscurity  of ancien t 
history, while  the shepherds  a n d  M agi have carved 
themselves a p lace in etern ity , never to be forgotten.

As a n o th e r  C hris tm as  season comes, let us no t 
be so busy a b o u t  the  reg u la r  a n d  seasonal affairs of 
life that we do no t  have t im e to welcome the 
Saviour in to  o u r  hearts. R a th e r ,  let us once again

NO TIME TO BE 
"TOG "

DAVID E. FIGG

offer o u r  praise a n d  w orship  to the Babe of Bethle
hem, who came to be the Saviour of all m ank ind .

T h e  reality of C hris tm as is no t  found  in carols, 
gifts, a n d  C hris tm as decorations, b u t  ra th e r  in ac
cep ting  the “peace on  e a r th ” tha t  G od  has given to 
us in Jesus Chris t  o u r  Lord.
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Bitterness Fades as 
Housewife Finds G od

B y  VIRGINIA SH EPARD

'I am thankful for events of the past that brought me to a
place of surrender."

SEV E R A L  YEARS A G O  as I was en te r ing  the  sev
e n th  m o n th  of my second pregnancy, I was over
come by a n u m b in g  paralysis which  my doctor 
believed at first glance to be polio. Efowever, tests 
taken by h im  in a small hospital, an d  by a n e u ro 
surgeon in a larger hospita l, failed to corrobora te  
this diagnosis. In fact, ne i the r  doc to r  could  f ind  a 
th ing  w rong  with  m e physically.

H av ing  “n o th in g "  w rong  b u t  be ing  ha lf  dead  
(it no t  only seemed b u t  felt this way) was f r igh t

en ing  an d  exasperating. My baby  was a boy an d  
was s tillborn. W e already had  a l itt le  girl.

For eighteen  m on ths  I was extremely  b i t te r  an d  
tr ied  to b lam e God for my misfortunes. T h e  loss 
of the  good h ea l th  I had  enjoyed all my life nearly 
set m e crazy. I began searching for answers, b u t  
n o  answers satisfied, an d  no  one was ab le  to help. 
I became so miserable I w ou ld  have been  g lad  to 
s top living.

My hu sb an d  an d  I had  b o th  been raised in C hris 
tian  homes an d  had  am ple  t ra in in g  in the  Bible, 
b u t  had  never experienced any response to it. After 
fu tile  efforts spent in searching for peace an d  look
ing for he lp  in u n de rs tan d in g  the  perp lex ities  of 
life, I finally decided I w an ted  to go to church.

For q u ite  some tim e a good friend  of ours had  
been telling m e she w an ted  us to hea r  h e r  pastor. 
I t  seemed logical, therefore, to go to her  church , the 
C h u rch  of the Nazarene. W e chose the  final eve
n in g  of this m a n ’s m in istry  in o u r  town, a l tho u g h  
we d id n ’t know it u n t i l  later. H e  d id n ’t b r ing  the 
message; his wife did, and  she was ta lk ing  r igh t  to 
me. My response was im m ed ia te  a n d  unreserved.

L a te r  I realized I h a d  gone fo rw ard  a lone  a n d  that 
my h u sb a n d  h a d  n o t  shared  my experience.

I c a n ’t rem em b er  feeling any d iffe ren t  as we 
walked h om e after  the  service, b u t  somehow I 
knew I was d ifferent.  After thir ty-one years my 
m o th e r ’s prayers for m e had  been  answered.

A couple  of m o n th s  la te r  some of o u r  friends re
m in d ed  us of p lans we had  m a d e  toge ther  over a 
year before, of tak ing  a t r ip  to W heeling , W est Vir
ginia, for a w eekend of fun. As I th o u g h t  ab o u t  this 
t r ip  1 felt very defin ite ly  the L ord  was te lling me 
this was to be a fug decision. H e  seemed to say I 
could  no t  take H im  along, n o r  w o u ld  I f ind Him 
w aiting  w hen  I re tu rn ed .  I knew  tha t  the only real 
peace I ’d  ever kn ow n  in my life had  been  since 
m a k in g  the  b ig change tha t  Sunday, a n d  nothing  
was w orth  r isking the  loss of it.

I rem em b er  d ro p p in g  to my knees beside my bed 
a n d  telling  H im  I w o u ld n ’t go even if I lost my 
h u sb an d  a n d  all my friends, jus t  so H e  w ould  stay 
nea r  me. I p rom ised  from  tha t  day to forsake the 
world  an d  to follow H im  w herever H e  wished to 
lead me. N ow  I was really free. W o rd s  are  far too 
in a d e q u a te  to fully express the joy of tha t  hour 
spen t a lone  w ith  God. T h a t  day His Spirit  came 
in to  my h e a r t  to take u p  p e rm a n e n t  residency. For 
a t im e it was h a rd —going a d if fe ren t  way than  my 
h u sb a n d —b u t  the  peace in my h ea r t  was m ore  than 
rew ard  enough.

Less th a n  a year la ter  my h u sband ,  too, gave his 
hea r t  to the  Lord , a n d  today  we are a Christian 
family.

Sometim es I believe G od  perm its  us to b r ing  un
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necessary troubles  u p o n  ourselves so th a t  we are 
caused, from necessity, to tu rn  to H im . I am  th a n k 
ful for events of the past tha t  b ro u g h t  m e to a place 
of surrender. I am  sorry an d  asham ed tha t  it was 
necessary to experience them  in o rder  to become 
aware of my greatest n eed —salvation.

I still d o n ’t know  all the answers, b u t  s trange as 
it may seem, I d o n ’t care to know  the m  anymore.

My h ea l th  is improved, my disposition is changed, 
we have a l itt le  boy, an d  certain ly  my reason for 
living has m any  new an d  challenging  dimensions. 
Now my h eart  sings—

Blessed be the name  of  Jesus!
I ' m  so glad H e  took me  in.

He' s  forgiven my transgressions;
H e  has cleansed my  heart f rom sin.

Picking U p  Pins

B y  EVANGELIST MORRIS CHALFANT
O N E  OF T H E  G R E A T  FIN A N CIERS of F rance got his s ta rt by p ick
ing u p  a p in . T h e  boy had  ap p lied  at a bank  for a position, and  had 
been refused. As he was ab o u t to leave the room , he saw a pin and 
stooped to pick it up . T h e  h an ker saw the lad pick up  the pin and 
decided he had  the faculty  of being careful about details—so he called 
him  and  em ployed him .

T h is  is a lesson everyone m ust learn. It is so often tru e  th a t the 
small th ings are of m ore im portance than  the g rea ter ones. Almost 
anvone is careful about big th ings, but the m an o f real ch arac ter looks 
also afte r the little  things. L ittle  th ings often  are an indication  of the 
way we look at life. Unless you are  fa ith fu l in little  th ings you will 
no t be m ade ru le r of g rea ter things.

Some teachers work twice as hard  as o thers. Some preachers p u t 
o u t two to th ree tim es the am o u n t of work done by others. G reat 
m usicians becom e profic ien t by p rac ticing  h o u r afte r h ou r, w hile 
o th ers  loaf and  waste th e ir  tim e w ishing for greatness. Men become 
ex trao rd in ary  by investing  m ore tim e, m ore effort, and  m ore energy 
than o thers arc' w illing  to  invest.

Invariab ly , successful people are w illing  to go th e  second m ile 
in p rep ara tio n , self-denial, service, and  work. T h e y  do a little  m ore, 
go a little  fa rth er, spend a few m ore h ours a week than  the ord inary  
m ine-run  of people . Jesus spent th e  w hole n ight in prayer w hile His 
disciples slept. Edison som etim es stayed in his laboratory  forty-eight 
hours at a stre tch w ithout sleep.

You have no righ t to  expect success w ithout vision, am bition , d ed i
cation . and  work. Success is partly  the result of fa ith  also. You m ust 
believe that if you p rep are  yourself th ere  will be a rew ard ing  place 
in the w orld ’s work for you.

T h e  greatest need of today is for big m en—big in personality  and 
character.

T h is  need can be seen in in te rn a tion a l affairs, governm ental 
circles, social and  econom ic life, o u r ind iv idual com m unities, o u r 
churches, and  o u r homes. T h e  world is having to get along  w ith men 
of too small caliber.

Many of us are only o ne-ta len t m en, just o rd in ary  people who 
have not m uch to give. But let us rem em ber there are m any little 
th ings we can do  th a t will do m uch in lifting  a b u rden  o r be ing a help 
to someone*. W hen the Lord can tru s t us in little  things, then perhaps 
new  o p p o rtu n itie s  may open u p  for us. W e read, “ For who hath  
despised th e  day of small th ings?’’ (Zechariah 4:10)

W ars ago a nea t young  m an app lied  to Joh n  W anam aker for a 
job in P h ilad e lp h ia , b u t w’as to ld  that th ere  was no opening. T h e  
youth  said, “ Please, I will do an y th in g .” W anam aker replied, “T h e  
only job th ere  is, is w ashing w indow s.”

“ I'll take it ,” said th e  young  m an w itho u t hesita tion . H e washed 
w indows as they had  never before been washed. In a few vears he 
was m anager of the store. W hen , afte r twenty-five years of service, he 
d ied , W anam aker said, “ I am  w illing  to pay as h igh as $100,000 a year 
for a m anager who can fill his p lace.”

If you are  to  be your best, you m ust give your best. H e receives 
most who gives most. Y our life lies before you. It is up  to you w hat 
you m ake of it. A good place to s ta rt is w ith today’s job, and  a good 
spirit in w hich to s ta rt is th e  sp ir it of Christ.
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B y  JEAN FOSS

S H E  W AS AN E L D E R L Y  LADY, white-haired , 
s tooped with  a r thritis ,  w alk ing  with  a cane. Slowly 
she m ade  her way dow n the  aisle of o u r  chu rch  
last Sunday m o rn in g  at the close of the service.

A n o th e r  elderly  lady, a real sa in t  of God, walked 
by h e r  side. T o g e th e r  they sat on the  fron t  pew 
and  bowed the ir  heads in prayer.

My h ea r t  was touched , a n d  I b ru she d  away a teai 
as I silently prayed, “ Lord , m eet  he r  need  today.’ 

O u r  pas to r  qu ie t ly  closed the service an d  w< 
ga the red  a ro u n d  the  fron t  of the ch u rch  to pray 
T e n d e r  prayers were m a de  tha t  G od  w o u ld  brinj

II Took Throe Years
salvation  to this lady. H o w  close the H oly  Spirit 
was! T h e n  this dea r  lady ta lked  to the  Lord.

She re m in d e d  H im  tha t  H e  h a d  inv ited  the weary 
an d  heaven-laden  to come to H im . W e all sensed 
tha t  h e r  soul had  found  rest for the  first t ime in her 
long life.

All a f te rnoon  I kep t  th in k in g  of this incident. I 
w ondered  who had  been responsib le  for the  contact. 
L a te r  I discovered tha t  the  service was a clim ax of a 
three-year jou rn ey  to God.

A young  m a n  had  found  this lady on  a visitation 
p ro g ram  th ree  years before. H e r  h u sb a n d  h a d  just 
passed away an d  she was sad a n d  very lonely. Her 
h ea l th  becam e poor  a n d  a r th r i t is  began  to creep 
in to  her  joints.

T h r o u g h  the  past th ree  years several people  from 
o u r  ch u rch  were involved in follow-up of this con
tact. O u r  pas to r  had  called, the  ad u l t  Sunday 
school class teacher h a d  visited, an d  o thers  were 
neighborly  a n d  k in d  to this lady who was sick and 
alone. Occasionally  she was able to a t te n d  church.

T h e  young  m a n  w ho  first m a d e  the  contact is 
now in the m inistry . Several weeks ago while  he 
and  his wife were vaca tion ing  in town they visited 
this lady again. T h e y  had  lun ch  toge ther  a n d  that 
a f te rnoon  he e x p la in ed  the way of salvation step 
by step to her. T h e  walk dow n the  aisle last Sunday 
m o rn in g  an d  he r  sincere p rayer  revealed  he r  faith 
in Jesus as Saviour. O u r  hearts  rejoiced over an
swered p rayer  for the sa lva tion  of a n o th e r  soul.

A n d  this is no t  the en d  of the  story. T h e  visita
tion  will con tinue . Prayers will be m ade. T h e  fel
lowship of believers will o p en  its arms to receive 
ano ther .

O u r  fr iend  has no  family. B u t now she has Jesus 
an d  the h ope  of e te rna l  life. She has a church 
family which  will give h er  love anti kindness.

W h a t  ab o u t  the elderly  peop le  in your neighbor
hood? In c lu d e  them  in your  p rayer  list an d  make 
personal contacts  w ith  the m  for the  L o rd  a n d  for 
the  church . It  may  take th ree  years. I t  m ay take 
longer, b u t  vi si tat ion docs pay!
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B y  ROSS W. HAYSLIP

THE E X P L O R A T I O N  O F SPACE has caused us 
to realize afresh the  vastness of o u r  n a tu ra l  u n i 
verse. O u r  as t ronauts  have shown us how really 
insignificant o u r  w orld  is. Science is constantly  
broadening its horizon.

Narrowness of sp ir i tua l  vision is one of the 
most constan t dangers  a n d  sub t le  enemies of t rue  
religion. M any  people  of casual religious life tend 
to equate the ir  concepts of e te rna l  things w ith  the 
church in which they were reared  a n d  the beliefs 
and practices h a n d e d  on to  them  by the ir  paren ts  
and Sunday school teachers. T h e i r  very occasional 
contacts w i th  these cause them  to b u ild  hazy norm s 
of conduct tha t  l im it the ir  joyfid experience of real 
life in Christ.

In a d if fe ren t  way this parochia lism  is a te m p ta 
tion for the  person whose sp ir i tua l  life is deep  and  
real. T h e re  are twelve gates to the city of G od  ac
cording to the Book of R eve la t ion . 'Too often  the 
good m an  glimpses one  of these gates from afar 
and his w hole  life is a p ilg r im age  tow ard  it. T h e  
religious experience th a t  s ta r ted  h im  on  his jou rney  
was so revo lu t iona ry  th a t  it colors all of his th in k in g  
and action. H o w  can  he be to le ra n t  of those who 
do not walk w ith  his gait? Because of in to lerance 
we find controversies, schisms, and  wars. W h ile  we

w ou ld  w holeheartedly  condem n contentiousness, we 
m ust also respect conviction.,

T h e  w id th  of o u r  sp ir i tua l  vision can well be 
gauged by two great factors. O n e  of these is the 
t ru th  tha t  Christ 's  m in istry  is for the  whole world. 
I t  was H e who said, “ M any shall come from  the 
east an d  west, an d  shall sit clown with A braham , 
and  Isaac, an d  Jacob, in the k ingdom  of heav en ” 
(M at thew  8 :11).  I t  was this spirit tha t  p ro m p ted  
G oethe  to say, “T h e re  is a p o in t  w here we can 
s tand  as it were above the nations an d  can feel 
the happiness  or misery of a n e igh b o u ring  people 
as though  it were o u r  ow n .”

The o th e r  gauge to m easure  o u r  vision’s w id th  is 
the  fact tha t  Chris t  always deals w ith  m en  as in d i 
viduals. T h e  rich  young  ru le r  was asked to sell all 
tha t  he had  an d  come an d  follow Christ. Zaccheus 
was pe rm it ted  to keep  some wealth, and the  m an  
w ho had  dwelt  in the tom bs was told  to go home 
ra th e r  than  to follow in C h ris t ’s company.

Jesus said that  if H e  were lifted up  H e would  
d raw  all m en to himself. Let us be bo th  com forted  
an d  calm ed as we look u p  from o u r  own pilgrim age 
to see o th er  m en  by routes d ifferent from o u r  own 
m a k in g  progress tow ard  the same glorious goal.
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Toward Abundant Living
"Let us take counsel together" (Nehemiah 6:7). ^

...with Leslie Parrott

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF CHRISTMAS GIVING
When first voted by Congress, the incom e tax was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. Not easily discouraged, backers of the idea sought and got an am endm ent to the constitution which cleared the way for the great Am erican institution of incom e tax. At the beginning, a tax of 1 percent was made against an adjusted incom e of $20,000; this graduated up to 6 percent above the $200,000 level. Today this tax system  touches every home. The incom e tax has done m any things to the Am erican scene in the last twenty-five years; not the least is the revolution it has caused in giving.
In the old days a man gave because he responded to an im pulse for generosity. But today’s donations are made on the basis of the accountant’s tax projections. Big business does its giving through self-directed  foundations which are statistically controlled in a m anner to make an  insurance actuary proud. Even the most committed Christians seem  compelled to regulate their giving at a level declared “deductible” by the Internal Revenue Service.
Systematic church giving tied to the regulations of incom e tax deductions is tolerable and even necessary. But the psychology of it has entered into Christmas giving. The idea of giving Christmas presents comes from the act of adoration by the wise m en who brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the Baby Jesus. Contrary to the psychology of much  Christmas giving, this act by the Magi was unselfish, done with no thought of return or personal advantage.
Real giving is not truly honest unless it represents som ething of the giver. The gift is a projection of the self. When David prepared to make an offering to God, a farmer offered to give him the place and the cattle for sacrifice free of charge. But David said: “I w ill surely buy it of thee at a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord m y God of that which doth cost me nothing” (II Sam uel 24:24). Unless our Christmas presents represent som ething of ourselves in tim e, energy, planning, creativity, thoughtfulness, and even sacrifice, they are obligations expedited  on the basis of duty.
Love, when it is expressed in word, deed, or gift is almost always extravagant and often impractical. Mary broke a pound box of ointm ent for Jesus while Judas mumbled about the high cost of giving and needs of the poor. Even the generosity of the w ise men to the Baby Jesus would have scandalized the practical-minded innkeeper. Joseph’s m ulticolored coat and the widow’s m ite are further exam ples of extravagant love.
Another quality of Christmas giving is em otional involvem ent. Jesus said the only kind of love to God and people which is acceptable involves the heart, soul, and strength. A Christmas present which involves the m ind and heart indicates the giver has had personal joy in planning, choosing, financing, wrapping, and delivering the gift which is a symbol of thoughtfulness. This is an explanation for the great personal joy a parent feels on receiving a handmade gift from a child. The commercial value of the gift m ay be nil but no mark can be set on its worth. The gifts we prize most are those which indicate the greatest am ount of emotional involvem ent by the giver.
Finally, the greatest kind of gift has a spiritual quality. Jesus said: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in  heaven give good things to them that ask him ?” (M atthew 7:11) One little boy shocked his father into a period of heart searching when he asked for Christmas that his dad give two hours of tim e each Saturday for a year. More than the boy wanted things, he wanted him. God’s greatest Gift to us is His Son, the supreme Gift we experience through tnte presence of the Holy Spirit.
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"Sour Godliness"
In his ExpUuui tovy Notes,  upon the N e w  Testa 

ment, John Wesley wrote: “Sour godliness is the  
devil's religion. ' '  T h e  g rim  and  d o u r  d isposit ion  is 
not a sign of saintliness, however m uch  some seem 
to have thought  it to be.

Christians a re—or o u gh t  to be—;i cheerful an d  
happy people. W hile  I shou ld  no t  go as lar as to 
declare with  H e lm u t  T h ie l ick e  tha t  the C hris t ian  
who has lost his sense of h u m o r  has den ied  his 
Lord, I w ould  say he has sadly m isrepresen ted  H im .

There arc, of course, b u rdens  to be bo rn e  and  
crosses to be carried. T h e r e  are seasons of “ heav i
ness through  m an ifo ld  tem p ta t io n s .” Bereavem ent, 
sulfcring, anguish  of spirit, and  b i t te r  d is a p p o in t 
ment come to the C hris t ian  as to all others, and  
weigh u pon  the  spirit.

Yet the genius  of o u r  fa ith  is the rad iance  an d  
lift it supplies in the  darkest  hour. In  the very 
same sentence in w hich  Pe ter  spoke of the trial of 
faith and the heaviness th rou g h  m any  tem ptat ions, 
he also spoke of re jo ic ing  w ith  “joy unspeakable  
and full of glory '' (1 Pe ter  1 :(>-!)) .

Years ago 1 listened to a m e m orab le  serm on by 
General S u p e r in te n d e n t  H ow ard  V. Miller. M uch  
of what Dr. M iller said, I have forgotten. His text 
has been with  m e across the  years, f t  was Psalms 4:7, 
"Thou hast p u t  gladness in my heart ,  m ore  tha n  in 
the time tha t the ir  corn an d  the ir  wine increased.”

The happiest  time in the H ebrew  year was the 
season of harvest, w hen  the  g ra in  an d  grapes were 
gathered in. T h e  rejo ic ing  was so m u ch  the  greater  
when the harvest “ increased,” w hen  the re  was a 
bumper crop.

The Psalmist was no t  above sharing  in the gen 
eral ju b i la t io n  over b o u n t i fu l  reaping. B u t  he 
makes the trem endous  claim tha t  “ the  gladness of 
God” is grea te r  tha n  the  joy and  satisfaction m en  
know when the ir  barns  an d  vats tire full.

It is the no te  of rad ian t  joy tha t  is lacking from 
so muc h of o u r  m odern  evangelical life an d  p reach 
ing. T h e  skeptic Nietzsche said to the C hris t ians  
of his clay w hat  the w orld  may well say to us: “You 
are going to have to look m ore  redeem ed tha n  you 
do il we are to believe the message of red em p tio n ."
ONE D IS C E R N IN G  O B S E R V E R  of chu rch  life 
writes: “I t  was 11. L. M encken who defined  P u r i 
tanism as ‘the  h a u n t in g  fear tha t  someone, some
where may be h ap p y .’ T h a t  may be overs ta ting  the 
case, yet a s tranger  s tepp ing  in to  the average church

d u r in g  the h o u r  of worship  would  scarcely suspect 
tha t  here are people who have m ade a glorious dis
covery, people who tire supremely  happy  in the ir  
faith and  possessed by a heavenly joy.”

C hris t ian  joy is m ore  than  the  bubbly  efferves
cence of n a tu ra l  good spirits. It is more  than  a 
Pollyanna  cheerfulness tha t  looks th rou g h  rose- 
colored glasses at an evil world. It is the Iruit of 
the  Spirit, im ported  to ea r th  from heaven.

[. D anson Sm ith  p en n ed  the lines:
I wish thee Joy! much  joy,  aroun d  this season: 

N o t  "joys," but  joy—joy deep and  s trong and  
true;

J oy—inward joy, since surely heart hath reason 
to taste mu ch  joy where H e  hath made  

things new.

I  wish thee Joy! the joy of  sins forgiven;
T h e  joy which  comes f rom having  Christ as 

thine;
T h e  joy of  k n o w i n g  af ter Earth comes H e a v 

en . . .
Tor evermore—the Father's house divine.

I wish thee Joy! the joy of  His  near presence,  
T h o u g h  shadows fall,  and  trials t end  l ife’s 

way;
H e  is Himse l f ,  of  joy,  the changeless essence . . . 

Joy ever fresh and  new; joy every day.

I wish thee Joy; yea, some th i ng  more than glad
ness . . .

T h a t  quiet  joy the Ho ly  Spiri t  gives;
T h e  joy which ,  e ’en through  things and  days 

of sadness,
Upsprings wi th in ;  f lows on; sustains and  

lives!
Godliness we m ust have—in all its pu r i ty  and  

power. B u t  let us be sure to take Mr. W esley’s 
words to heart. “Sour godliness is the  dev il’s re
l ig ion.” In  “ the joy of the L o rd ” we find o u r  
strength.
"Born of the Virgin M a ry "

O n e  distinctive of the Chris t ian  faith, s ta ted 
w henever the Apostles’ Creed is repeated , is tha t 
Jesus Chris t  was “bo rn  of the Virgin M ary.” A m ong 
o th e r  items of the su pe rn a tu ra l  in Christ ianity , the 
doctr ine  of the  Virgin Birth  of o u r  Lord  has been 
the object of repeated  attack in m o d ern  times.

W hy believ e in the Virgin Birth?
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O  
S T O R Y  PAPERS

NEW  
COLOR!

NEW SIZE!
NEW FORMAT!

W O N D E R  T IM E
For Ages 4-8 

Formerly “ Sunshine”

J U N IO R  D ISCO VER!!
For Ages 9-11 

Formerly “ Junior Joys"

T E E N S  T O D A Y
For Ages 12-17 

Formerly “Youth’s Comradi

S T A N D A R D
For Young People and Adult! 

We couldn’t improve 
on the name!
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T h e  question  could  well be reversed. W hy  no t  
believe in the V irgin Birth?

It is s ta ted tha t  the Virgin B irth  is unscientific. 
If by “scientific” is m e an t  w hat  science is supposed 
to m ean, the  study of the  systematic an d  o rderly  
processes of na ture ,  then  the p o in t  may be gran ted . 
In  this sense, the V irgin B ir th  is unscientif ic— 
along  w ith  the a tonem ent,  the resurrection, d iv ine  
providence, answered prayer, a n d  every th ing  else 
distinctively Christ ian .

f t  is argued  tha t  the V irg in  B irth  is no t  taugh t  in 
two of the Gospels, a n d  is no t  a m a jo r  doc tr ine  
of the Bible. Aside from a question  of fact, the 
best answer m igh t  well be, “So w hat?” H o w  m any 
times m us t  God state a t ru th  to have it believed?

Actually, the golden rule, so dea r  to the  hearts  
of some most vehem ent in the ir  den ia l  of the  V irg in  
Birth, is taugh t  in only one of the  Gospels. B u t 
this does no t m ake it any less a u tho r i ta t iv e  tha n  if 
it were affirm ed in all.

f t  is objected  the V irgin B irth  is no t  necessary to 
belief in the In ca rna t ion .  It  m ig h t  be g ran ted  tha t  
God could  have in troduced  His Son in to  the  world 
in some o th e r  way. God could  have d one  m any  
things differently , as far as o u r  l im ited  h u m a n  
u n de rs tan d in g  goes. B u t  w here the  gospel is con
cerned, the  ques tion  is n o t  w ha t  G od  could  or 
could  no t  have done. T h e  ques tion  is w hat  H e  did.

W h ile  it may be true  tha t  some w ho express 
d o u b t  ab o u t  the  V irgin B irth  a t  the same tim e af
firm  the ir  faith  in the inc a rn a t io n  an d  resurrec
tion  of Jesus, m any  m ore  times d o u b t  of the  V irgin 
B irth  is the  first m a jo r  step in the erosion of faith. 
O n e  by one, o th e r  pillars of faith  fall before the 
assaidts of skepticism.
W H Y  B E L IE V E  in the V irg in  Birth?

First, we believe in the  V irgin B ir th  because it 
is unequivocally  ta u gh t  in  the N ew T es tam en t .  I t  
is affirm ed no less tha n  six times in the Gospels of 
M atthew  and  Luke, an d  im plied  in J o h n  1 an d  
G ala t ians  4:4.

T o  deny the fact of the V irg in  B ir th  m eans  to 
cpiestion the t ru th  of the Gospels. If  the t ru th  of 
two of the Gospels is open  to doub t ,  the t ru th  of all 
nex t  falls u n d e r  suspicion. If  we may discard the 
t ru th  of the Gospels in one respect, why shou ld  we 
ho ld  to the ir  t ru th  in any respect?

T h e n ,  we believe in the V irgin  B ir th  because the  
a lterna tive  is u tterly  incredible. If  the  Gospels m ake 
any th ing  clear, it is the  fact tha t  M ary was u n 
m a rr ied  a n d  tha t  Joseph  was no t  the  fa ther  of o u r  
L o rd  in a biological sense. T h e  a l te rna tive  to the 
V irgin B ir th  is as unm is takab le  as it is b lasphem ous.

I t  actually  takes grea te r  fa ith  to believe th a t  the  
G od  of m ora l  purity ,  whose O ld  T e s ta m e n t  law in 
flicted the  d ea th  penalty  for forn ica t ion  an d  
adultery , w otdd  in troduce  His Son in to  the world 
by m eans of an  i l leg itim ate  b ir th  tha n  it does to 
believe the clear record  of the  Bible.

Fu rther ,  the  en t ire  N ew  T e s ta m e n t  record  of the 
b ir th  of Jesus is re la ted  as fact. I t  is n o t  given as 
the  prem ise of a theological a rgum ent .  N o  poin t is 
m a de  of it, an d  the re  w ould  be n o  reason to  relate 
it except th a t  “ the  b i r th  of Jesus C hris t  was on 
th isw ise ” (M a tth ew  1:18).

N o r  is the re  even the  rem otest  resem blance be
tween the  accoun t  of the  b i r th  of Jesus and  the 
genera t ion  of the  so-called “god-m en” of Greek 
m ythology. T h e  gross a n d  sensual stories of the 
co h ab ita t ion  of p ag an  gods w ith  w om en  tha t  were 
told  am on g  the  anc ien t  Gentiles  are  a m il l ion  miles 
from  any k in d  of para l le l  w i th  the  chaste and 
reverent  records of M atth ew  a n d  Luke.

C hris tm as is no t  a t im e for a rgum ent .  I t  is a time 
for faith. B u t  it is a t im e w hen  we affirm  again  that 
we “believe in G od  the  F a th e r  A lm ighty , M aker of 
heaven  a n d  ear th ;  a n d  in Jesus Christ ,  H is  only 
Son, o u r  Lord ;  who was conceived by the  Holy 
Ghost, [and] b o rn  of the  V irgin  M ary” (Apostles’ 
C r e e d ) .
"He'd Better h e !  like It"

A fa ther  leaving for w ork  on e  Sa tu rday  morning 
said to his wife a b o u t  the ir  teen-age son: “Tell 
H a rry  to m ow  the  law n this m orn ing ,  if he feels 
like it—a n d  tell h im  h e ’d be t te r  feel like i t .”

T h is  is a way of p u t t in g  the m a t te r  tha t  illus
trates an  im p o r ta n t  fact. L ife may be lived on 
e i the r  o f two levels: the level of conviction and 
p r inc ip le  o r  the level of convenience a n d  impulse.

T r u e  enough, in  some areas o u r  circumstances 
will n o t  p e rm it  us to live by im pu lse  an d  at our 
convenience. W e have to get u p  an d  go to work 
w h e the r  we feel like it or  not. W e  m ust  pay our 
bills even th o u g h  it w ou ld  be m ore  convenien t to 
forget them . T h e r e  are ob liga t ions  we cannot es
cape.

I t  is p ro b ab ly  in  the  sp ir i tua l  life tha t  people 
m ost com m only  do  w h a t  they “ feel like.” All too 
m any  pray, read  the Bible, go to church , o r give to 
the  s u p p o r t  of G o d ’s work if, w hen, a n d  as they 
“ feel like i t .”

T h is  does n o t  m e an  th a t  one shou ld  no t  feel 
like praying, read in g  the Bible, go ing  to church, and 
su p p o r t in g  the  w ork of th e  Lord . I t  means that 
one sho tdd  do  w ha t  is r igh t  w h e the r  he feels like it 
o r  not.

Life is safe only w hen  its d irections are dictated 
by p r inc ip le  ra th e r  th a n  the  passing whim . Convic
tion, no t  convenience, m us t  gu ide  us in the choices 
we m ake  a n d  the  activities we pursue.

A n d  one of the s trange a n d  w o n de rfu l  things 
ab o u t  it is tha t  as we begin  to d o  w ha t  we ought, 
“w he the r  or n o t ,” we come to like it. W h a t  looks 
at first l ike an  u n re w a rd in g  jo b  tu rns  o u t  to be a 
source of satisfaction a n d  joy.

So w hen  it  comes t im e to d o  w ha t  is ours to do 
as Chris t ians , we shou ld  d o  it “ if we feel like it.” 
A nd  w e’d b e t te r  feel like it.
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THE CHURCH 

AT WORK

M IN NESOTA NS E N JO Y  N EW  C H U R C H — A n  ed u c a tio n  u n it  a nd  sa n ctu a ry  
were the fin a l steps to co m p le tin g  a $350,000 ch u rch  p la n t w h ich  has been  
occupied b y  th e  M in nea p o lis  (M in n eso ta ) F irst C hu rch  congregation  fo r  
about one year. T h e  sa n c tu a ry  is  h ig h lig h ted  b y  a fa ce ted  glass and  stone  
cross above th e  chancel w h ich  is m a d e  b r illia n t by  n a tu ra l a n d  a r tific ia l 
light. A  fo r ty -fo o t-h ig h  to w er  w ith  a s to n e  cross in  a cast a lu m in u m  grille  
is an area la n d m a rk . R ev. R o b ert E. H a rd in g  is in  h is e le i'en th  yea r as pas
tor. Mr. E. C. B la n ch a rd , an  a d ve rtis in g  e x e c u t iv e , served  as b u ild in g  co m 
mittee ch a irm a n .

Using Commentary as Springboard . . .

Minneapolis Young A dults  
Launch Bible Study Plan
A group of M inneapolis (M innesota) 

First Church young ad u lts  have launched  
a new study pro ject, spu rred  by th e ir 
self-admitted lack of B ible know ledge, 
according to Dr. R alph  E arle, N azarene 
Theological Sem inary professor, who 
spoke there recently.

The plan w hich begins to unfold  
this Sunday (D ecem ber 19) will cen ter 
around in tensive ind iv idua l study of m a
terial in V olum e 6 of the Beacon Bible 
Commentary, and a weekly discussion 
session.

The m aterial in the com m entary  p e r
taining to th e  first ch a p te r of M atthew’ 
is being read th is week d u rin g  the
family w orship  and  in p riv a te  devo
tions of the m em bers of the g roup . T h e  
remainder of th e  C hristm as story will 
be studied th e  follow ing week, cu lm i
nated by th e  discussion session Decem 
ber 20.

Then for tw'enty-six weeks—from  J a n 
uary th rough  Ju n e—the g roup  will study 
the rem aining  chap te rs  of Matthew*,
using the Beacon Bible Commentary as 
a guide. Follow ing th a t, it has p ro 
jected work in judges (Beacon Bible 
Commentary, V olum e 2) and  then Acts 
(Volume 7) , w hich will be a su p p le 
ment to the Sunday school lessons.

A discussion m ethod , ra th e r than  a 
structured lecture, will be used in the 
group meetings. T h e  m ateria l the m em 
bers have read will serve as a sp rin g 
board for the discussion. T w o questions 
applv to the sessions: “W h at new  th ings 
did you learn in th e  ch ap te r th is week?’’ 
and “W hat p ractical app lications can 
you make of w hat you learned?”

“ Nazarenes d o n ’t know th e ir Bibles! 
T h a t s tatem ent is so tru e  it h u r ts ,’’ Dr. 
E arle said. “ If you were to pass a 
fundam en talis t B aptist church  on S un 
day m orn ing , you w ould see th a t p rac
tically everyone en te rin g  is carry ing  a 
B ible—includ in g  teen-agers! No one can 
deny th a t m any L u the ran  and  Presby
terian  high school youngsters know 
th e ir Bibles b e tte r than  Nazarenes th a t 
age.” T h e ir  B ible know ledge has come 
from  system atic study, he said.

“ We have been doing  som ething about 
it in recent years,” Dr. E arle added, in 
view of the Bible study projects for 
teen-agers sponsored by the Nazarene 
Young P eople’s Society. “ B ut we are so 
fa r beh ind  th a t we need a crash p ro 
gram  to catch u p —at least, for the 
adults. If we are going to walk in the 
light of the W ord, we m ust know w hat 
it says. W e m ust get inside the Bible, 
that the B ible may get inside us.”

Dr. Earle, w ho is New T estam en t 
ed ito r of the com m entary , said th a t the 
set is being developed for everyone to 
use. “ In ad d ition  to  the w riters of BBC, 
the ed ito ria l board  has spent hours seek
ing to p roduce the best possible com 
m en tary  for N azarenes,” he said. “We 
should like to see a set in every N aza
rene hom e. B ut we do n o t want it 
sim ply ad o rn in g  some shelf—beautifu l 
as it is. W e want it, and  we believe 
C od w ants it, being  used th a t we may 
know His w ill.”

I h ree volum es of the p rojected  ten- 
volum e set are now available, and  can 
be purchased  on a subscrip tion  basis 
th ro u gh  the Nazarene Publish ing  House.

GENERAL CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Sunday School
Attendance Report

Ju ly
August

Septem ber
1 9 6 4

Ju ly
August

Sep tem ber
1 9 6 5 Increase

(G roup  1, 1 6 ,0 0 0 -8 ,0 0 0 )
I ll in o is 8 ,7 3 0 9 ,0 4 9 3 1 9
M ich ig an 8 ,9 0 4 9 ,1 5 6 252
Oregon P a c if ic 7 ,4 6 4 7 ,6 4 2 178
S .W . Ohio 8 ,9 3 2 9 ,1 0 7 175
Los Ange les 1 0 ,3 4 9 1 0 ,5 1 8 169
N .E . Ind iana 1 0 ,0 6 5 1 0 ,2 1 7 152
W e s t V ir g in ia 1 0 ,7 1 1 1 0 ,8 5 2 141
S .W . Ind iana 9 ,2 3 4 9 ,3 5 6 122
A k ron 1 1 ,3 8 9 11 ,4 9 1 102
F lo r id a 1 0 ,1 7 3 1 0 ,2 1 2 39
Kansas 7 ,8 8 7 7 ,8 8 1 -6
Sou the rn  C a l ifo rn ia 1 3 ,8 7 7 1 3 ,7 8 4 -93
C en tra l O hio 1 4 ,6 6 5 1 4 ,4 7 0 -1 9 5
In d ia n a p o lis 9 ,3 0 3 9 ,0 1 1 -2 9 2
P itts b u rg h 8 ,4 0 6 7 ,8 9 6 -5 1 0
Ea s te rn  M ich ig a n * 9 ,6 0 1 9 ,6 0 1

(G roup  2 , 8 ,0 0 0 -5 ,0 0 0 )
C e n tra l C a l ifo rn ia 5 ,1 1 5 5 ,4 2 8 313
S .W . O k lahom a 5 ,6 4 7 5 ,9 0 0 253
Ch icago  C en tra l 6 ,1 9 9 6 ,4 1 6 217
N .W . O k lahom a 5 ,9 0 4 6 ,0 6 2 158
Kansas C ity 5 ,5 5 0 5 ,6 8 9 13 9
A la b am a 7 ,5 3 0 7 ,6 4 8 118
P h ila d e lp h ia 5 ,2 1 5 5 ,3 2 7 112
Ken tucky 5 ,6 4 0 5 ,7 4 7 107
N .W . I ll in o is 5 ,6 3 4 5 ,7 1 9 85
Iowa 6 ,2 3 1 6 ,3 1 4 83
N o rth e rn  C a l ifo rn ia 5 ,6 3 5 5 ,7 1 4 79
Ea st Tennessee 5 ,4 3 5 5 ,5 0 4 69
Idaho-O regon 5 ,5 2 5 5 ,5 3 1 6
W ash in g ton 5 ,6 5 6 5 ,6 5 4 -2
Co lo rado 6 ,7 2 8 6 ,7 1 2 -16
N .W . O hio 5 ,8 3 8 5 ,7 7 9 -59
Tennessee 7 ,4 4 0 7 ,3 7 9 -6 1
M isso u r i 7 ,0 4 6 6 ,9 7 1 -7 5
A b ile n e 6 ,1 2 0 6 ,0 3 4 -86
W ash in g ton  P a c if ic 6 ,8 6 2 6 ,6 6 7 -1 9 5
G eo rg ia* 5 ,9 4 7 5 ,9 4 7
N o rth w est* 6 ,7 6 3 6 ,7 6 3
N .W . Ind iana* 5 ,6 9 5 5 ,6 9 5

(G roup  3 , 5 ,0 0 0 -3 ,0 0 0 )
A lb a n y 3 ,4 7 2 3 ,7 7 8 30 6
Sou th  C a ro lin a 4 ,3 2 0 4 ,5 6 8 248
V ir g in ia 3 ,7 8 8 3 ,9 9 3 205
Sac ram en to 4 ,6 0 8 4 ,7 7 3 165
New  M ex ico 3 ,4 4 1 3 ,5 8 9 148
New Eng land 3 ,8 7 0 3 ,9 9 8 128
H ouston 3 ,5 9 1 3 ,6 9 4 103
So u th  A rkan sas 3 ,8 2 3 3 ,8 8 6 63
E a s t K en tu cky 5 ,0 4 4 5 ,0 7 2 28
Jo p l in 4 ,4 7 9 4 ,5 0 1 22
N .E . O k lahom a 3 ,9 7 2 3 ,9 8 8 16
D a lla s 4 ,4 8 1 4 ,4 7 4 -7
N o rth  A rkan sas 3 ,5 7 3 3 ,5 6 1 -12
San  A n to n io 3 ,3 8 0 3 ,3 3 8 -42
A r iz o n a 4 ,2 9 5 4 ,2 2 4 -71
Canada W est 4 ,0 1 4 3 ,8 8 7 -1 2 7
N o rth  C a ro lin a * 3 ,6 9 6 3 ,6 9 6
S .E .  O k lahom a* 3 ,5 4 1 3 ,5 4 1

(G roup  4 , 3 ,0 0 0 -0 )
G u lf  C en tra l 552 752 200
M inne so ta 2 ,1 2 3 2 ,2 2 3 100
H aw a ii 6 82 738 56
A u s t r a l ia 9 2 5 963 38
Lo u is ia n a 2 ,9 1 2 2 ,9 2 5 13
N o rth  D ako ta 1 ,4 6 4 1 ,4 6 6 2
M is s is s ip p i 2 ,8 2 6 2 ,8 0 3 -2 3
Canada  A t la n t ic 1 ,1 6 0 1 ,1 1 9 -41
So u th  D ako ta 783 736 -4 7
W isco n s in 2 ,4 1 8 2 ,3 6 9 -4 9
New Y o rk 2 ,2 6 3 2 ,1 8 2 -81
Rocky M o un ta in 2 ,3 3 7 2 ,2 5 3 -84
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1 ,1 1 6  9 9 2  -1 2 4
2 ,9 8 9  2 ,7 7 5  -2 1 4
7 6 9  7 6 9

2 ,5 5 3  2 ,5 5 3
2,220  2,220
2,211 2,211
1 ,0 3 5  1 ,0 3 5
1 ,3 3 2  1 ,3 3 2

4 0 8 ,6 1 9  4 1 1 ,3 6 3  2 ,7 4 4

Canada  P a c if ic  
Neb raska 
A la s k a *
B r it is h  Is les N o rth *
B r it is h  Is les Sou th*
Canada C e n tra l*
N evada -U tah*
N o rth  A m e r ica n  Ind ian*

G rand  T o ta ls

• D is t r ic t s  not re p o r t in g  t h ird  q u a r te r , 1 9 6 5 . 
F igu re  used is  sam e as re po rted  t h ird  q u a rte r , 1 9 6 4 .

Moving Missionaries
Mrs. C arolyn M vatt and Rev. and  

Mrs. Jam es H. H udson, new m ission
aries, have arrived in Ind ia . T h e ir  a d 
dress is Basim, Akola D istrict, M aharash 
tra, Ind ia .

Rev. and  Mrs. John  H all have a new 
address. I t is 1458 N.VV. 97th St.. M iam i, 
Florida. T hey  are n o t doing  relief 
work at present. If the need for this 
arises again, there will he a new address 
for the m ailing  of packages.

Missionaries Who Need 
Your Prayers

Miss D orothy T erry , Swaziland, on the 
field  one year, has suffered from  ill 
hea lth  alm ost since th e  day she arrived.

Rev. R obert Gray, Peru, has recently 
had  surgery on his hand  follow ing an 
accident. Pray for restoration  of the 
use of the hand.

Miss Della Boggs and  Miss Irm a Kof- 
fel, Swaziland and R epublic  of South 
Africa, have suffered from h ea rt con
ditions. Miss Koffel is considerably im 
proved now, and  Miss Boggs is som e
w hat better, and ab le to carry on h er 
teaching. Pray fo r both  these veteran 
missionaries.

Dr. M argaret H ynd, R epublic  of 
South Africa, has been p lagued w ith 
one serious illness afte r a n o th e r ever 
since arriv ing  a t the E.L.M. H ospital as 
o u r newest doctor there. Pray for her 
com plete restoration .

Miss Lydia W ilke, fo rm er m issionary 
to  Swaziland and  C ape Verde Islands, is 
ill w ith  w hat th e  doctors describe as 
a “circulatory  accident.” She suffers

from  num bness in her left side, b u t th ere  
is no  paralysis.

Rev. an d  Mrs. E arl M organ, fo rm er 
m issionaries to Italy  and  L ebanon , u n 
ab le to re tu rn  to  the field because of 
Mrs. M organ’s illness, w ould app rec ia te  
your prayers as they take the pasto rate  
a t B utler, Pennsylvania. T h e ir  address 
is 201 F ifth  Avenue, B utler, Pennsylvania 
16001.

EVANGELISTIC HONOR ROLL
E v ange lis tic  H onor Roll C ertifica tes were p re se n te d  d u rin g  1965 D is tric t Assemblies to  th e  fo llow ing  p a sto rs  w hose churches rece ived  th e  re q u ire d  n u m b er of new N azarenes.

A R IZ O N A
L. Dale H orton , P h o en ix  P arad ise  Valley — C ecil B u rn s, A pache  Ju n c tio n —F. B. M oore, A vondale— M elv in  M. Palmquist, P h o en ix  D eer V alley— P aul M. Simmons,

Gospel of Love Calms Racial Strife

T h e  C hurch  of the N azarene a t U it- 
flugt (p ronounced I-flock) was caught 
in the cen ter of th e  racial tension and 
strife th a t swept B ritish  G uiana a year 
ago. T h e  congregation, alm ost entire ly  
N egro, w orshipped in a church  located 
betw een In d ian  and  Negro villages. At 
the heigh t of the trou b le  it was d a n 
gerous for anyone to  attend .

R ioters broke in to  th e  ch u rch  one 
n ig h t, p iled  th e  pews in the cen ter of 
the church , and set fire to them . Fire 
fighters were ab le to  contro l the blaze 
before a large am o u n t of dam age was 
done, b u t some of the b eau tifu l lam i
n ated  arches were charred , and  the

B y  P E T E R  B U R K H A R T
M is s io n a ry  to  B r it is h  G u iana

ceiling was black from  smoke.
A fraid  to go to th e ir  chu rch , the 

m em bers ren ted  a small chapel in th e ir 
own village. T h e  pastor co n tinued  to 
hold  the congregation  together.

L ater Rev. D onald  T ucker, d istric t 
evangelist, was asked by S u p erin tend en t 
Sam uel T ay lo r to jo in  the pasto r and  
people in re tu rn in g  to the U itflu g t 
church . T h e  purpose was to hold  re 
vival services. H esitan t a t first, the 
g roup  la te r v en tu red  hack.

T h e  first n igh t, 50 tim id  people came 
to church . T h e  second n ig h t a t te n 
dance rose to 75. From  then on it grew 
steadily u n til there were 230 persons in

a ttend an ce  on the closing Sunday night 
a week an d  a h alf later.

A m ong the achievem ents was that 
East Ind ian s and  A fricans found them
selves sitting  side by side in Christian 
fellow ship. Some cam e a long distance 
to reach the church  each night. As Mr. 
T u c k e r p reached  the gospel of love, 
th e ir hearts  were moved. They knelt 
side bv side at the a lta r  and sought 
the Lord.

T h e  church  held  children 's services 
d u r in g  the day w here 50 hoys and girls 
found  spiritua l help. In the evening 
services, 117 ad u lts  bowed at the altar 
which was the site of the terrorists’ raid 
a year before.

B R E A K  G R O U N D  F O R  E D U C A T IO N  U N IT — P astor J. T ed  H o lste in , of the 
S a lem  (O h io ) F irst C h u rch , tu rn s  o ver th e  fir s t spade o f d ir t fo r  the netc 
ed u ca tio n a l u n it  to be b u ilt d ire c tly  b eh in d  th e  p resen t sa n c tu a ry . The unit, 
to  be fo r ty -n in e  by  s e v e n ty -s ix  fe e t, w ill h o u se  th e  P r im a ry , J u n io r , Junior 
H igh, an d  H igh  Schoo l d ep a rtm en ts . A lso  p ic tu red  are  ( fro m  le f t  to right) 
D o ro th y  M iller, ch u rch  secre ta ry ; G len n  T h o rn e , S u n d a y  school superin
te n d e n t;  a nd  R ev. C. D. T a y lo r, A k ro n  D istr ic t su p e r in te n d e n t.
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Tolleson— S ta n le y  R . M cE lra th , Tucson Northside— G eorge P. P saute, M esa—J. M. Burcham, P h o en ix  M onte  V ista—C. W. Henderson, P h o en ix  O rangew ood—J. W a yn e  Eyestone, P h o en ix  W estdale— S a m u e l K. Childress, Sco ttsdale— G lenn  A . R oberson, Tucson C ata lina  V ista— M yro n  C. M or- ford, Tucson F irs t— C raw ford  T. V ander-  pool, Phoenix E astside— J. Paul D o w n ey , Phoenix F irst
J O P L INDempsey G eorge, B u rlin g to n —W. O. Paris, C arthage— K e ith  Sears, C lin to n — Roger Chandler, O sw ego—W. H. L o u g h -  ridge, P leasan ton— R ile y  A rch er , S p rin g field Grace

P U E R T O  R IC O
Domingo R ivera ,  B a rce lo n e ta— V a zq u ez  Pla, Barrazas— F elipe M elendez , B ayam on —Rev. Jam es, C a lv a ry —R ev . B ocanegra, Carolina—R ev. C arrillo , Los A ngeles— Benjamin R om an , P r im e ra — V ic to r C am acho, Segunda

. . OF LOCAL INTEREST

In three of fo u r revivals reported  
this week, th ere  were m ore th an  fifty 
seekers at the a lta r, and  a note  of 
spiritual victory cam e from  th e  fou rth .

At the B enton H arbor, M ichigan, 
church, m ore th an  sixty persons found 
spiritual help  in a m eeting  w ith Rev. 
R. Lester Hale, accord ing  to Russell 
Morrison, church  secretary.

There were also m ore than  sixty who 
knelt at the a lta r  at th e  O klahom a Citv 
(Oklahoma) P ortland  A venue C hurch  
during a cam paign w here Rev. Carl 
Prentice was th e  evangelist, according to 
Jack Sampson, church  secretary.

At the Sunflow er, M ississippi, church  
“at least fifty seekers w ere at th e  a l ta r .” 
according to Mrs. James H agan, d u rin g  
a revival in which Rev. Don Ballard, 
pastor at Lufkin. T exas, was th e  ev an 
gelist.

“A group of fine people [were] at the 
altar” at the M artinsburg , West V irgin ia, 
church d u rin g  a revival w ith  Rev. W . W.

Rose, accord ing  to Rev. A. V. kesecker, 
pasto r. T h e  congregation  is w orshipping 
in a new, contem porarily  designed 
ch u rch  w hich has an au d ito riu m  ca
pacity  of 350.

Rev. C larence A. G riffin  announces 
th a t he is leaving the field of evangelism  
to accept the pasto rate  of the Snoqual- 
mie. W ash ington , church .

‘ T h e  b ills  acquired  in Switzerland 
co n tin u e  to be a favorite,” according to 
Rev. Don Z im m crlee, evangelist and  m u 
sician, who, w ith his wife, is com pleting  
six years in fu ll-tim e evangelism . “ We 
have seen h u n d red s  of fine people find 
th e ir way to victory in Jesus.”

Evangelists' Open Dates
Rev. T h o m as Hayes: “ I have some

open tim e in the spring  of I960.”
Rev. Dewey M ounts: "I have some

open tim e in the spring  of 1960.”
Rev. l-rcd T hom as: "Ju s t received a

cancellation  giv ing m e an open date
Jan u a ry  3-9.”

Rev. George T . W oodw ard: January  
21-30.

Rev. J. W. Sw eatcngen: January  14- 
23. February  2 8 -M arc h  6, M arch 7-13.

Rev. II. K. D arnell: "Due to a change 
of pastors I have an open d a te  Decem 
ber 30—Jan u a ry  9.”

Rev. Jam es Ford: Jan u a ry  5—F eb ru 
ary 27.

Rev. G. F. U nderw ood: “ W e have 
May and  N ovem ber dates open. T w o 
dates in Ju ly  and A ugust for vacation 
B ible schools.”

Rev. H. A. Casey: Jan u a ry  and  Feb
ruary.

Rev. Max L. Karnes: "O pen  tim e th is 
w in te r and  sp ring .”

M r. a n d  M rs. A n d re w  W illia m s

California Couple Notes 
Sixty-fifth  Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew  J. W illiam s, O n 
tario , C alifornia, celebrated  on N o
vem ber 21 th e ir sixty-fifth w edding 
anniversary  in the hom e o f th e ir g ra n d 
dau gh te r, Mrs. Roger W illiam s, Orange, 
C alifornia.

T h e  W illiam ses becam e m em bers of 
the O ntario  church  early in 1909, before 
th e  denom ination  was a year old. T hey  
m aintain  th e ir m em bersh ip  there.

T h e  couple has five living ch ildren , 
seven g randch ild ren , an d  sixteen g rea t
g rand ch ild ren . O ne son, Jam es, d ied  in 
W orld  W ar II.

EMPLOYEES E A T, T O U R — N a za ren e  P u b lish in g  H ouse em p lo yees recen tly  w ere  th e  b ene factors o f a b rie f to u r  
of the recen tly  co m p le ted  litho g ra p h ic  p la te  and  press ro o m s, a ca tered  lu n ch , and  a h a lf-d a y  va ca tio n  d u rin g  
*Employee A p p rec ia tio n  D ay.” A t  le ft, Bob B o u ch er a n d  G illespie Cash, both  o f w h o m  w o rk  in  th e  p ro d u ctio n  
iepartment, scoop up h e a lth y  p o rtio n s o f baked  beans a nd  barbequed  beef. A t  rig h t, em p lo yees file  past th e  
web-fed press. A b o u t tw o  h u n d red  f i f t y  persons are em p lo yed  at the p u b lish in g  house.
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THIS SUNDAY'S LESSON
B rian  L. Fa rm er 

Topic fo r  D ecem ber 19: 
Jeremiah: Prophet of the 

New Covenant
Scripti r f : Je rem iah  1; 11; 30—33; 37— 

39 (P rin ted : Jerem iah  31:15-17; 33:14- 
16,31-34)

G o i d f n  T f .x t : In those days, and at 
that tim e, will I cause the Branch of 
righteousness to grow up  unto David; 
and he shall execute judgm ent and righ - 
teo'usness in the land (Jerem iah 33:15).

Strange that Jerem iah  should  be 
known as the W eeping Prophet. T h e  
fact is it was he who heralded  a word 
that the world ached to hear; it was a 
hope for which th e  world surely m ust 
have groaned in travail. T h e re  was to 
be a new covenant. It w ould be m ade 
possible fo r the law to be w ritten  on 
the heart. It would come to pass that 
people w ould want to serve God. T o  
walk in the ways of righteousness would 
become to them  second natu re .

T h is  was the answer to sin once and 
for all, and it w ould com e to pass in 
what is now com m on knowledge to us: 
the gospel of o u r Lord Jesus Christ.

B ut though  Jerem iah  had as his u l t i 
m ate message these words of hope, he 
bore the fu ll-o rbed  message of God, 
which included judgm ent, chastisem ent, 
and destruction . He adm itted  no false 
optim ism . He despised the cheap p o p u 
larity  he could perhaps have gained for 
him self w ith sweet words of com fort. 
T h is  is how In* earned  for him self the 
repu ta tio n  of somberness, solem nity, and 
tears.

As m any an o th er tru e  and uncom 
prom ising  m an of God, Jerem iah  bore 
the b ru n t of the p eo ple’s annoyance and 
d isappo in tm en t; b u t in the h o u r of real 
need, in th e ir heart of hearts, it was to 
h im  they looked in trust and  confidence 
for a tru e  w ord from God. T h e re  were 
tim es when the king, Zedekiah, anx ious 
for th e  tru th , sent for th e  p ro p h et (38: 
14). He regarded the in form ation  as 
u n e rrin g  bu t, to use a m odern  phrase, 
it w ould not be “ in the pub lic  in te rest” 
to m ake it generally know n (38:24) .

Let this message emerge.
A saving word is by no m eans always 

a sweet one. W e rem em ber today and  
th ro u g h o u t this week the com ing of 
Christ to th is world. T h e re  never was 
b ette r news than  this. He is o u r H ope 
of e terna l salvation. But we m ust not 
allow the lovely sen tim entality  of this 
season to drive from o u r m inds the 
tru th  th a t though now the hope is ours, 
a reality , it is effected th rough  the rigor 
of repentance, self-denial, and  a life of 
discipline.

Jerem iah  w ould n o t allow us to  re 
move the hope from  the repentance, nor 
the consequences from  the forgiveness. 
H e calls us to  realism  in o u r rejoicing. 
And, perhaps for all th a t, o u r joy is 
the greater.
Lesson m a te r ia l is based on In te rn a t io n a l Sunday 
Schoo l Lessons, the In te rn a t io n a l B ib le  Lessons fo r 
C h r is t ia n  T each ing , cop y rig h ted  by the In te rn a t io n a l 
C oun c il o f R e lig io u s  Ed u ca t io n , and is used by its  
o e rm iss ion .

"SHOWERS of BLESSING" 
Program Schedule

D e c e m b e r  19—“T h e  C h r is t  o f C h r is t 
m as ,” by R ussell V . D ehong

D e c e m b e r 26— “T h e  N ew  Y e a r  a n d  
I ts  P o s s ib i li t ie s ,” b y  R ussell V. De- 
Long

J a n u a r y  2—“T h e  M ost C o n tro v e rs ia l 
S to ry  J e s u s  T o ld ,” b y R ussell V. 
D ehong

Deaths
R E V . A .  G. M c C L U N G , p a s to r a t  R ope sv ille , 

T exas, d ie d  O ctob e r 2 6  in  Lubbock , T exas, fo llo w in g  
a  th re e -m o n th  illn e ss . He had served as an evan
g e l is t  and p asto r fo r  m any years, m ost re ce n t ly  as 
a p a s to r a t B re cken rid ge , R o tan , and Dum as, a l l  on 
the A b ile n e  (Texas) D is t r ic t .  He is  su rv ived  by 
h is  w ife ;  f iv e  d augh te rs , M rs . E . E . G ivens, M rs . 
J e r r y  P a rr is h , M rs . C. H. F ife , M rs . W ilb u rn  G lo ve r, 
and  M rs . E s te l Jam eson; and fo u r sons, J .  G ., 
P re s ton , N a th an , and Ram on.

M R S . R U T H  B IS H O P , fo r ty - fo u r , a m is s io n a ry  to  
B r it is h  H onduras fo r  s ix te en  years, d ied  Novem be r 9 
in  F o r t  W ayne , In d iana , a f te r  be ing  h o sp ita liz e d  
s in ce  M ay , 1 9 6 0 . W h ile  undergo ing  an  o p e ra t io n  in 
1 9 6 0 , her h ea rt s topped  b ea tin g . D o c to rs  re s to red  
the h e a rtb ea t by m assag ing  it ;  however, M rs . B ishop  
never rega ined  consciousness. She rem a ined  in  a 
com a u n t i l  her dea th . H e r husband, Rev. Rona ld  
B ishop , is  p a s to r o f  the  G ra sm e re  H e igh ts  Church  in 
F o r t  W ayne . In a d d it io n  to  her husband, she is 
su rv ived  by th ree  daugh te rs, M rs . R obe rt D av is, 
E liz a b e th , and M a ry ; he r fa th e r;  one b ro th e r; and 
one s is te r .

R E V . W . F . K I E M E L ,  e ig h ty -fo u r , d ie d  Novem ber 
6  a t S ta f fo rd , K ansas. A  p ioneer N aza rene  m in is te r , 
M r . K ie m e l w as o rd a in ed  by D r. P. F . B re see and 
served the  chu rch  fo r  fo r ty  yea rs in  th e  m in is t r y .  
Rev. E . L . C o rn e liso n  and Rev. J .  D. W r ig h t  c o n 
ducted  the  fu ne ra l se rv ices. He is  su rv ived  by a  
son, H a ro ld ; tw o  daughte rs, M is s  F lo ren ce  K ie m e l

and M rs . Z e ld a  B a x te r ; a  b ro th e r; tw o  s is te rs ; and 
fo u r g ran d ch ild re n .

L L O Y D  C O L E M A N ,  s ix ty - th re e , d ied  unexpectedly 
O c to b e r 5 in  M o n tp e lie r , Ind iana , fo llo w ing  a 
co rona ry  h ea rt a t ta c k .  Rev. H a rry  M ann  and Rev. 
F ra n k lin  M . M oo re  con du cted  fu ne ra l se rv ices Octo
be r 8 a t  the M o n tp e lie r  chu rch . He is survived 
by h is  w ife , M ild r e d ;  one son, Thom as; one daugh
te r , B onn ie ; and fo u r g ran d ch ild re n .

Announcem ents
R E C O M M E N D A T IO N S

I w an t to  ta ke  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  t c  recommend 
Rev. H . B . H ughes as an e x ce lle n t  m in is te r  o f the 
gospe l. H is  m in is t r y  in th e  e v a n g e lis t ic  f ie ld  will 
o f fe r  unusua l se rv ice  because o f h is  p a s to ra l back
ground , h is  bu rden  fo r  sou ls , and h is  Sp ir it-ano in ted  
p re ach in g . He served as p a s to r o f o u r F ir s t  Church 
in  M ish a w a ka  b e fo re  e n te r in g  th e  e v a n g e lis t ic  field. 
— George S c u t t ,  S u p e r in ten d en t o f N o rth w est In
d ia n a  D is t r ic t .

T h is  is to  announce to  our peop le  everywhere the 
a v a i la b i l i t y  o f Rev. C. G lenn  B o ll in g ,  1 861  N.W. 
8 2nd  S tre e t , M ia m i,  F lo r id a ,  fo r  e v a n g e lis t ic  meet
ings. B ro th e r B o ll in g  has been a  p a s to r in  West 
V ir g in ia  and F lo r id a  fo r m any yea rs . He loves God 
and th e  chu rch , and I am  sure w il l  do h is  best to 
he lp  g ene ra te  a  re v iv a l w herever he is  g iven  oppor
t u n it y .— John  L . K n ig h t , S u p e r in ten d en t o f Florida 
D is t r ic t .

M A R R IA G E S

— M is s  Ja n e t L a m b e rt  and M r . C lin to n  Arm
strong , O ctob e r 9 , a t Edenva le  Chu rch  o f the Naza
rene, C a s t ro  V a l le y ,  C a l ifo rn ia .

BO RN
— to  R ic h a rd  and M ild r e d  E y la n d e r , J r . ,  of Park 

F o re s t, I l l in o is ,  a d aug h te r, B renda  Joyce, on 
N ovem be r 5.

— to  F ra n k lin  and M a y lo u  (W illia m so n )  Cook of 
O verland  P a rk , K ansas, a  son, Carey  W illia m so n , on 
N ovem ber 17.

— to  Ram on and Nadene (R ip p e r)  R ichards of 
New Lenox, I l l in o is ,  a d augh te r, R honda Renee, on 
O ctob e r 22 .

— to  G lenn  and  G lenna  (O lsen) Boden o f Quincy, 
M a ssachu se tts , a d augh te r, S o nd ra  Ranae, on Sep
tem b e r 12.

A D O P T E D

— by M r . and M rs . Gene C. H aas o f Warren, 
O h io , a boy, Eugene C. H aas II, on Novem ber 4.

Directories
B O A R D  O F  G E N E R A L  S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S

O ff ic e :  6 4 0 1  The Paseo 
K ansas C ity ,  M is so u r i 6 4 1 3 1  
H U G H  C. B E N N E R ,  C h a irm an  
V . H. L E W IS , V ic e -ch a irm a n  
G E O R G E  C O U L T E R , S e c re ta ry  

H A R D Y  C. P O W E R S  
G. B . W I L L I A M S O N  

S A M U E L  Y O U N G

O H IO  C H U R C H  C O M P L E T E D — T h e f ir s t o f s e v e ra l u n its  w h ic h  w ill be 
b u ilt as th e  n eed  arises has been  co m p le ted  in  C ed arville , O hio. T h e  church , 
va lu ed  a t  $40,000, is  located  in  a n ew  h o u sin g  area on a 2.3 acre lot. The 
pastor is R ev . R o b ert L . A tk in s o n .
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X . J

A S tory-N ote -fromHI. . \ jDo you like to pretend to be someone else? Lets pretend we are the angels who told the shepherds about (Baby Jesus. ^They sang such beautiful news. ^Put onyour and sing the angels' song: eGlory to God in the highest,
J  And on earth peace, 10 M Good will toward men" T* Let's sing it over and over again.Love,
For unto you is born this day in the city of David. 

s l  Saviour, which is Christ the Lord(Luke 2111),



C H O IR  D IR E C T O R S  F IN D  O U T  W H A T ’S N E W — A b o u t tw o  h u n d red  per
sons, f i f t y  o f w h o m  are ch o ir  d irec to rs  o f eva n g elica l ch u rch es  in  the 
K an sa s C ity  area, a tte n d e d  rec en tly  a L illen a s  m u sic  c lin ic  w here they 
sp en t m o re  th a n  th ree  h o u rs  in  b eing  in tro d u ce d  to tw e n ty - f iv e  n ew  choral 
n u m b e rs . M rs. H ope C o llin s (d ire c tin g ), a  S o u th  A fr ic a n  eva ngelica l choral 
specia list, a n d  G a ry  M oore, a w e ll-k n o w n  so lo ist a n d  d irec to r  o f m usic at 
K an sa s C ity  (M is s o u ri)  F i r s t  C h u rch , served  as c lin ic ia n s. T h e  reading 
session  w as sponsored  by  L illen a s  P u b lish in g  C o m p a n y , su b s id ia ry  of the 
N a za ren e P u b lish in g  H ouse.

Nazarene Among Dead 
In California Floods

A m em ber of an U pland , C alifornia, 
N azarene chu rch  was am ong a dozen 
persons k illed  follow ing flash floods re 
cently in  sou thern  C alifornia.

D aniel Solis, th irty -four, a m em ber of 
the I.atin-A inerican church  in U pland , 
d row ned N ovem ber 23 re tu rn in g  from  
w ork when his car stalled  w here C uca
m onga wash crosses the road. A to rren t 
of w ater tum bled  the car off the road, 
carrying Solis w ith  it.

Rev. M ario Velez, pasto r of the U p 
land  church , found  Solis' body eighteen 
m iles from  the p o in t w here his car was 
sighted leaving the road.

Solis h ad  been at the 0:30 a.m. p rayer 
m eeting  the Sunday m orn ing  p rio r to 
the accident.
. . . Of People and Places

A ndrew  Young, Sr., eighty-six, fa th er 
of Rev. Andrew  Young, R edlands, C ali
forn ia , and  uncle of G eneral S up erin 
ten d en t Sam uel Young, d ied  N ovem ber 
25 in T ucson, Arizona. Young, born  in 
Bally M oney, N orth  Ire lan d , was am ong 
th e  eigh ty  ch a rte r m em bers in Park- 
head, Glasgow, Scotland, who form ed 
th e  church  w hich eventually  u n ited  
w ith  the C hurch  of the Nazarene. H e 
h ad  been a general con tractor in Cleve

land, O hio, and  in T ucson. D r. M. L. 
M ann preached  th e  fu n era l serm on in 
T ucson, N ovem ber 27.

Evangelist W . W . G eeding d ied  u n 
expectedly, T uesday , N ovem ber 23, as 
a resu lt of a h e a rt attack . D eath  came 
in P ortsm ou th , O hio, w here he had  com 
p leted  a revival m eeting  th e  Sunday

before. A m ong his survivors are his 
wife, of th e  fam ily hom e at Fletcher, 
M issouri. H e jo in ed  th e  C hurch  of the 
N azarene in  191(3.

Dr. R obert N. 
T ho m pso n , a mem
ber o f th e  Canadian 
p arliam en t, was the 
special speaker at a 
laym en's service at 
th e  R ed Deer (Al
b erta) W est Park 
C hurch  recently. Dr. 
T ho m pso n , who was 

D r. T h o m p so n  rccently  rt,ciected to 
p arliam en t, com m ented  on the eve of 
th e  election , N ovem ber 7, in a prayer 
fellow ship m eeting  th a t the “oppor
tu n ity  for C hris tian  witness overshad
owed th e  outcom e of th e  election.” Rev. 
W illiam  P o rte r is pasto r of the West 
P ark  C hurch.

Rev. Alex B. P atterson, a Nazarene 
elder, was re tu rn ed  to  his seat in Ottawa 
as a m em b er of th e  C anadian  parliament 
in th e  N ovem ber 8 general election. He 
has served in p arliam en t since 1953, and 
has been reelected  to his position four 
times.

T h e  B ible College offering  continued 
to clim b, reach ing  $107,111. A total of 
2,832 churches p artic ip a ted , an average 
of S37.82 p e r church . T h e  Thanksgiv
ing  offering , accord ing  to early bu t in 
conclusive reports, was ab o u t at th< 
same level as in  1964 a t th is  date.

Elderly Lady in a Hurry 
To See Ambassador Team

A fter A rgentinean  D istrict S up erin 
te n d en t Jo h n  C ochran h ad  tou red  the 
d istric t to exp lain  th e  com ing of the 
N azarene Evangelistic A m bassador team 
nex t sum m er, a local pasto r to ld  his 
congregation th a t they w ould  be able 
to  see th e  team . A bus w ould leave 
early  on a S aturday m o rn ing  to  take 
everyone who got th ere  on tim e to sec 
the college students.

Early the follow ing Saturday  an e ld e r
ly lady knocked long  an d  loudly  on the 
pasto r’s door. Sleepy-eyed, he answered. 
F ru stra ted , the old lady in q u ired , 
“W h a t’s the m atter? H as no  one come 
to go to the N.E.A. convention?”

I t  took a lengthy ex p lan a tio n  to as
sure h e r th a t she was ten m onths early 
fo r the trip . T h e  pasto r th an k ed  h er 
fo r her in terest an d  w ent back to  bed. 

W hile  com m unication  occasionally

breaks down, en thusiasm  is h igh  in 
A rgen tina fo r th e  A m bassador tour. 
T w o team s of e igh t college students 
each will visit five m ission fields. A r
gen tin a  is on team  o n e’s schedule. T h e  
people th ere  have u n d erw ritten  th e  cost 
of th e  arrangem ents  for th e  A m bas
sadors w hile the team  is there.

A four-phase p rayer program  has also 
been pro jected  to p rep are  fo r th e  ev an 
gelistic outreach . T h e  first phase is in 
opera tio n  now in w hich groups are 
m eeting  weekly for p ray er from  6:00 
p.m . to m id n igh t. P rayer cells are b e 
g in n ing  in hom es. T h re e  m o n ths p rio r 
to  the crusade th ere  will be w atch n ights 
of p ray er from  7:00 p.m . to 6:00 a.m. 
A chain  of u nb ro ken  p ray er is p lan n ed  
to begin a m o n th  p rio r  to the cam paign 
and  will con tinue u n til the team ’s work 
is com plete in  A rgen tina.
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Others C a rr ied  On
SHE IS NOW GONE. There was much that was sad about her life. She was taken from her home when the younger children needed her desperately. Sad indeed!But the circum stance has a bright spot. This thoughtful, caring mother, along with the equally faithful father, 
took the children to Sunday school and church from the tim e they were three weeks old. They even went to prayer m eeting together on Wednesday nights, unless som ething very unusual prevented the seven-m ile trip in the old 1919 Chevie touring car. (A sedan replaced it eventually.)When the older ones entered their teens, the whole fam ily began going to church an hour earlier each Sunday evening. N.Y.P.S. services were important to the development of Christian character and leadership. The younger children loved  junior and intermediate societies. Pastors, supervisors, teachers, evangelists, and visiting m issionaries m inistering under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit made lasting impressions upon the lives of the young ones.Several years passed. Then the stroke of tragedy fell. A home without a mother's guidance! But all was not lost. She had put her children into the hands and hearts of interested, praying persons who counselled and lifted where they could.prayer, and each child is a Christian man or woman today and fulfilling God’s plan for his life. What if Mother had not put us in the way of those whose lives and influence helped us into God's w ill? —H ilm a  P. Bouck, Van- 
cleve, K entucky.

"Building Tod ay  fo r  
Tomorrow's S e c u r ity "
WE READILY CONCEDE this is the most am azing and breathtaking age in the history of man: supersonicplanes, atomic-powered submarines, outer-space vehicles with pioneer heroes, the John Glenns, the Carpenters. and the Coopers, all riding the constructed genius of our scientists beyond the gravitational pull of our earth at an unprecedented speed of seventeen thousand m iles an hour with the ease of a retired executive in his rocking chair.Our achievements today are helping us win the so-called cold war. As we push bark the heretofore untouched frontiers of our universe, we are m eeting and surpassing the scientific challenge of our day.However, when we transfer this building program to the spiritual realm, we are amazed and often nonplussed at our lark of real progress in the things of God. There is a growing conviction in our hearts that we are behind schedule in m eeting the challenge of building hope for

God answered

swer comer
C onducted  by W. T. PURKISER, E ditor

For som e tim e I have been bothered by the way I Corinthians 16:2 has been lifted from its context and used to “prove” a Christian should tithe. I am 
not against tithing—but I can n o t see how an offering for needy saints at Jerusalem could be construed to apply to tithing. Aren’t there other New Testament scriptures that could be used that apply really and truly to tithing?

I C orin th ian s 16:2 reads, “U pon the 
first day of th e  week let every one of
you lay by him  in store, as G od h a th
prospered  him , th a t th ere  be no  g a th 
erings when I com e.”

Basically, you are correct in recog
n izing  th a t th is is p a rt of P au l’s in 
s tructions fo r a special offering  to  help  
the ch u rch  in Jerusalem . I t re la tes to 
ti th in g  because of its stress on th e  p r in 
ciple of p ro p o rtio n a te  giving: “as God 
h a th  p ro spered .”

T h e re  are  n o t m any specific re fe r
ences to tith in g  in th e  New T estam ent. 
Jesus approved  the p rincip le  w hile in 
d ica ting  that paying tithes was no t the 
w hole of a life p leasing to G od (M at
thew  23:23) . T ith in g  as an act of su b 
missive w orship  is im plied  in Hebrew s 
7:1-17.

T h e  most ex tended  trea tm en t of 
C hristian  giving is found  in  II C orin 
th ians 8 and 9. I)r. H. O rton  W iley 
used to  list “T w elve Axiom s of C hris
tian  G iv ing” from  these chapters:

1. Sacrificial giving inspires liberality  
in others.

2. T h e  grace of giving is essential to 
sym m etrical C hristian  character.

3. T h e  tru e  m otive for C hristian  giv

ing  is found  in d iv ine love.
4. W illingness of m ind  m ust be fo l

lowed by perform ance.
5. T h e  purpose of giving is to e q u a l

ize the b urdens of G od’s people.
6. T h e  m ethod  of adm in istra tion  

m ust be honest in the sight of men.
7. G iving m ust be a m atte r of b o u n 

ty, not of covetousness.
8. T h e  am o u n t of giving determ ines 

th e  am o u n t of receiving.
9. Ciiving m ust be in accordance with 

some consistent plan.
10. G iving m ust be accom panied by 

cheerfulness of spirit.
11. T h e re  is a guaran tee  of p ro sp eri

ty for fa ithfulness.
12. G iving is a m eans of blessing to 

o thers.
In  ad d ition , let m e just rem ark that, 

w hile th e  New' T es tam en t does not stress 
tith in g  by nam e, it does state that “ all 
scrip ture  is given by insp iration  of God, 
and  is p ro fitab le  for doctrine, fo r re
proof, for correction, fo r in struction  in 
righteousness” (II T im o th y  3:16).

T o  me, it is all but inconceivable th a t 
one who loves the L ord  w ould be con ten t 
to  do less u n d er grace than  he would 
have been requ ired  to do u n d e r law.

How far do you think we should go in this matter of restitution? A person once made a confession to me which made me feel terrible. I have wished over and over that he had never made it. Do you think God expects this?
T h e  sole purpose of restitu tion , as I 

u n d erstan d  it, is as the w ord indicates: 
to m ake th ings righ t, to restore a p re 
vious condition  of re la tionsh ip . If it 
fails to do  this, it is not restitu tion , 
w hatever it may be called.

T h e  general ru le  regard ing  restitu tion  
o r confession of sins o r wrongs is that 
the area of th e  offence governs the area 
of the restitu tion  o r confession. If the 
sin is pub lic, it should  be publicly  con
fessed. If it is p rivate, it should  be pri- 
vatelv confessed an d  renounced . If it is

secret, it should  be confessed to God 
in secret.

A great deal of m ischief has been 
done in the nam e of restitu tion  o r con
fession. W hat has been called such is 
som etim es e ith e r b lu n d erin g  ignorance 
o r actual m alice. If anyone has doubts 
as to w hether to m ake confession o r res
titu tio n , and  con tinued  prayer does not 
clear up  these doubts, it is the p a rt of 
wisdom to seek counsel from  a pastor 
o r trusted  sp iritu a l counsellor in a p er
sonal conference.

the hopeless, a strict standard of morals for the careless, Christian character for the unstable, Christian culture for the spiritual, Bible reading and prayer for delinquents, Christian lives for the uncommitted youth.We must give the clarion call to

our people to bow before our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and pray, “O God, please help me keep spiritual objectives always in view, so I may build today for tomorrow’s security.” 
—N icholas A. H ull, S u p erin tendent, 
S o u th ern  C alifo rn ia  Distinct.



DAILY 
DEVOTIONALS

M a k e  Excellent G ifts
a n d  a

Start fo r the N e w  Y e a r

1966 Scripture Text 
Calendar

A  trad ition  in thousands of 
hom es! M o n th ly  fu ll-c o lo r  r e 
lig io u s  re p ro d u c tio n s  an d  d a ily  
s c r ip tu re s  c re a te  a s ile n t w i t 
n ess  th ro u g h o u t th e  y ea r. 
F u l l-s iz e  co v er p ic tu re  a p p ro 
p r ia te  fo r fram in g . 9% x  16”.
U -2 6 6  50c; 6  o f m ore, 4 0 c  each

1966 America's Calendar 
Beautiful

T h is  N EW  ap p ro ac h  to  a  r e 
lig ious c a le n d a r  p re s e n ts  G o d ’s 
W o rd  in  tw e lv e  m ag n ifice n t 
scen ic  b a c k g ro u n d s  from  G od ’s 
w o rld —all in  v iv id  colors. 
S p ira l-b o u n d  a t top ; g if t e n 
v e lo p e  s u ita b le  fo r m ailing . 
71/4 x  1 3 1 /2 ” .
U -3 6 6 60c;

w
i s . .

Devotions with Julie and Jack
By MARILYN MILLIKAN
For fam ilies w ith  ch ildren . J u l ie  (s e v e n ) ,
J a c k  ( te n ) ,  a n d  p a re n ts  d isc u ss  v a r io u s  s i tu 
a tio n s , se e k in g  so lu tio n s  th ro u g h  th e  B ib le  
a n d  p ra y e r . 172 pages, cloth. $2.95 

Words of Cheer
By C. E. CORNELL

A  p o c k e t-s iz e  d a ily  d e v o tio n a l o f s ix ty - s e c 
o n d  m essag es  em p h as iz in g  th e  jo y  of C h r is 
t ia n  liv ing . 136 pages, leatherette . $1.25

Daily Light on the Daily Path
In sp ira t io n a l re a d in g s  fo r  b o th  m o rn in g  a n d  
e v e n in g  c o m p rised  w h o lly  o f s c r ip tu re . H a nd y  
41/s x  51/2” size, cloth. $3.95 

Every Day with Jesus
By MENDELL TAYLOR

M e d ita tio n s  fo r  ea ch  d ay  of th e  y e a r  c e n 
te re d  a ro u n d  th e  e v e n ts  o f J e s u s ’ e a r th ly  life 
a n d  m in is try . 237 pages, cloth. $3.65

Truth for Today
By BERTHA MUNRO
T h re e  h u n d r e d  s ix ty - f iv e  m e d ita tio n s  u n iq u e  
in  re a c h in g  th e  re a d e r  a t  h is  p a r t ic u la r  n e e d  
a n d  lif tin g  h im  to w a rd  G od. 380 pages, cloth.$2.50 

Good Morning, Lord
By PAUL MARTIN

S ix ty  c a n d id  c h a ts  beam ed to teens  in  w h ich  
th e  a u th o r  ta lk s  a b o u t te e n  p ro b le m s  an d  
c h a lle n g es  y o u th  w ith  b e lie v a b le  an sw ers . 
64 pages, leatherette . $1.25
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6 o r m ore, 5 0 c  each

P r ic e s  s l ig h t ly  h igh e r ou ts id e  the  
c o n t in e n ta l O fiite d  S ta te s

Place  Y o u r  O rd e r  R IG H T  A W A Y !

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
P O S T  O F F IC E  B O X  527, K A N S A S  C IT Y , M IS S O U R I 64141

W ash in g to n  a t  B resee , P a sa d e n a , C a lifo rn ia  91104 
IN  C A N A D A : 1592 B lo o r S tre e t , W est, T o ro n to  9, O ntario
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