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SOME DAYS could perhaps be dropped 
from the calendar as special days and 
the year not be damaged, but not 
Christmas.

When one stops to think of it, the 
really important days of the calendar 
are connected with events in the earth
ly life of Christ and their subsequent 
importance in the affairs of men.

When we think still further, we 
realize that all other days celebrated 
for the good of men would never have 
been worth remembering if it had not 
been for Jesus.

It is Christmas again and we are 
glad!

A host of children are glad. They en
joy the decorations, music, and excite-

G en er a l
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
L e w i s

ment of Christmas. And they should. 
But let us all who cooperate to make 
this a time of real pleasure for our 
children lead them to the true mean

ing of this birthday of our Lord. The 
story of Christ is more beautiful by 
far than the myth of Santa Claus. And 
it causes the joy of the child to be good 
and positive, for it is the true story.

They must learn that the act of God 
in giving His Son to the world makes 
all Christmas gifts meaningful.

It is a good time for the parents to 
convey to their children their deep de
sire to have them receive the true 
Christmas Gift— J e s u s  C h rist—Lord 
and Saviour.

We must not allow the commercial
ized world to cheapen Christmas and 
leave the child with only a bit of fading 
tinsel in his hand.

We adults are glad also. This is the 
day of the year when the Saviour, 
Church, salvation, integrity, kindness, 
music, cheer, all come closer to us. We 
are lifted, encouraged, strengthened, 
and driven to deeper devotion to Christ. 
He is the Lord; He came to earth, and 
all life is dignified by His sojourn here 
among us.

Ring out, Christmas bells, with your 
meaning for men!

It is good to have Christmas again!



B y  D . I. V A N D E R P O O L
General Superintendent Em eritus

And the angel  said unto  them.  Fear not: foe,  
behold, I bring yo u  <food t id ing s  of great  jog,  
which shall be to all  people.  For unto yo u  is 
born this dug in the c i lg  of  D a v i d  a Sav iour ,  
which is Chris! the F in d  (L u k e 2:1(1-11).

LURE'S in sp i red  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  s to ry  o f  t h e  
Saviour, b o rn  ol a v i rg in  a n d  c r a d le d  in a B e th le 
hem manger, has its r o o ts  in t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  ol th e  
Old Testam ent p r o p h e t s  w h o  lo o k e d  at t h e  w o r ld  
screen th roug h  p r o p h e t i c  te lescopes .

A Heaven-sent a n g e l  b r o u g h t  t h e  g l a d  t id in g s  
from the th r o n e - ro o m  of  t h e  H e a v e n l y  F a th e r .  T o  
insure that th e  a n g e l  d i d  n o t  fo rg e t ,  m i s q u o te ,  o r  
appear to he o n  a n  u n a u t h o r i z e d  m is s io n ,  a s t r a n g e  
glory a t tended  th e  n ew s  f lash  o f  t h e  ages. A n  u n 
numbered h e av en ly  host c h a n t e d  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  th e  
glad tidings, w h ic h  was, “ G lo r y  to  G o d  in th e  h i g h 
est, and on e a r th  p eace ,  g o o d  w il l  t o w a r d  m e n "  
(Luke 2:14).

This was th e  best  n e w s  t h a t  G o d  e v e r  g a v e  to  th e  
world. An age-old  p r o m is e  w as fu l f i l le d .  T h e  
"Proclamation o f  E m a n c i p a t i o n ” was g o o d  n ew s  
and brought an  e n d  to  t h e  c h a in s  of  s lav e ry  in  t h e  
United States. T h e  s i g n in g  o f  t h e  A rm is t i c e  was 
good news to  th e  m i l l i o n s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  n a t i o n s  in  
world conflict. T h e  w a r  w as  over!  A  g r a n d  h o m e 
coming for o u r  boys was j u s t  a r o u n d  th e  c o rn e r .

But tha t a S a v io u r  was b o r n  a n d  t h a t  G o d  e x 
tended goodwill  t o w a r d  a l l  m e n  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  was 
the most w o n d e r f u l  n e w s  th a t  t h e  s o u n d  w aves  
ever carried to t h e  ea rs  o f  a b l i g h t e d  race .  S i n ’s 
guilt could be e rased !  S in 's  p o l l u t i o n  c o u ld  be 
cleansed! Sin's  r e t r i b u t i o n  c o u ld  be  c a n c e l le d  a n d  
eternal life assured! A ll  o f  th is  o f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  th e  
goodwill of a H e a v e n l y  F a th e r !

From the c lean  s t ra w  in  th e  s ta b le  m a n g e r  w h e r e  
He was laid w i th  g e n t l e  h a n d s ,  to  t h e  r u g g e d  R o 
man cross w h e re  H e  d i e d  a s h a m e f u l  d e a th ,  Jesus 
was rejected by  w ic k e d  m e n  w h o m  H e  c a m e  to  save. 
What venom, h a te ,  a n d  d e p r a v i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
heart are revea led  by m a rt 's  r e b e l l i o u s  r e s p o n s e  to  
the God-sent g lad  t id ing s!

T h e  e l o q u e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  th e  a n g e l  a t  th e  
e m p t y  t o m b  a s s u re d  t h e  w o r ld  o f  a l i v in g  R e 
d e e m e r .  T h e  o u t p o u r e d  S p i r i t  a n d  th e  f l a s h in g  
to n g u e s  o f  P e n te c o s ta l  f i re  w e re  th e  F a t h e r ’s a n 
n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  g la d - t id in g s  m is s io n  o f  H is  
S on  was f in i s h e d  in  g lo r io u s  t r i u m p h !  T h e  S p ir i t -  
f i l led  d is c ip le s  w e n t  fo r th  w i t h  p o w e r  to  h e r a l d  th e  
g la d  t id in g s  to  a ll  p e o p le .

In  ev e ry  c e n t u r y  a n d  ev ery  case w h e re  m e n  h a v e  
e m b r a c e d  th e  g o o d  news, G o d ’s G i f t  has  b e e n  f o r t h 
co m in g ,  b r i n g i n g  life  a n d  ho p e .

In  ev ery  c e n t u r y  a n d  in  every case w h e r e  m e n  
h a v e  r e je c te d  th e  g la d  t id in g s ,  th e  g a t h e r i n g  shade s  
o f  d a rk n e s s  h a v e  b e e n  in e v i ta b le .  M a n ' s  a t t i t u d e  
to w a r d  th a t  g o o d  n ew s d e t e r m i n e s  th e  s p i r i t u a l  
b e n e f i t s  h e  rece ives  f ro m  it.

T o d a y ,  as in  t h e  p a s t  fo r  n e a t ly  tw e n ty  ce n tu r ie s ,  
C h r i s t  s t a n d s  at  t h e  h e a r t ’s d o o r ,  k n o c k i n g  for  a d 
m iss io n .  H is  a r m s  a r e  fu l l  o f  p re c io u s  g if ts—o i n t 
m e n t  fo r  b l i n d e d  eyes, fo o d  fo r  t h e  h u n g r y  soul,  
t r i e d  g o ld  to  m a k e  o n e  r ich ,  w h i t e  ro b es  fo r  t h e  
ra g g e d  g a rm e n ts .  H is  g if ts  a r e  y o u rs  fo r  t h e  t ak in g .

C hr i s t ,  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t io n  o f  g l a d  t id in g s ,  is a t  
th e  d o o r!  R e c e iv e  H im !  D o n ’t r e jec t  H im !

B y  R O SS W. H A Y S L IP
Pastor, F ir s t  Church, W h itt ie r , Ca lifo rn ia

M A T T H E W  2 :1 0  says t h a t  w h e n  th e  w ise m e n  
“ saw th e  s tar ,  th e y  r e jo ic e d  w i th  e x c e e d in g  g re a t  
joy .” T h i s  fee l in g  o f  g r e a t  h a p p in e s s  w as a m o t i 
v a t in g  fo rce  in  g u i d i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  to  th is  g re a t  
ev en t .  T h e  joy was t h a t  o f  a n t i c i p a t i o n  b r o u g h t  o n  
by  th e  s ig h t  o f  t h e  u n u s u a l  s tar.

T h e  f irs t  s tep  in  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th is  a n t i c i p a 
t io n  to o k  p la c e  w h e n  they w e n t  i n to  th e  h o u se  a n d  
saw th e  y o u n g  C h i l d  w i th  M ary ,  H is  m o t h e r .  T o  
see Jesus is t h e  g rea tes t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  c a n  co m e  to  
th e  h u m a n  h e a r t .  T h e  wise m e n  saw  H i m  w i t h  th e  
n a t u r a l  eyes. W e  c an  b e h o l d  H i m  w i t h  o u r  s p i r i t 
u a l  s ight.

M a n y  g r e a t  m a s te rp ie c e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  a r t  h a v e  
s o u g h t  to  g ive  us a p h y s ic a l  im a g e  o f  t h e  S av io u r ,  
b u t  a l l  o f  th e se  leav e  us m o r e  o r  less u nsa t i s f ied .  
I t  is o n ly  w h e n  H i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  b u r s t s  in  u p o n  us 
in t h e  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  H o ly  S p i r i t  w i t h i n  o u r  h e a r t s  
th a t  w e  a re  a b le  to  see H i m  as H e  rcal lv  is—n o t  th e
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The season during which we recognize the birth; of the Saviour should be a time of great joy for all who know H im .. To the uncomprehend* ing masses, it may be a time of pleasure seeki»|| connected with physical and materia! things,' But joy has rightly been called “the echo of; God’s life within us.” It belongs to the.heart,' the soul, the spirit of the redeemed.
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns:Let men their songs employ;While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Christmas Beyond BethlehemO N C E A G A IN  w e  tra v e l b ack  across th e cen tu r ies  and 
eastw ard  to B eth leh em . T h ere in  th e l i f e  o f th e Christ 
ch ild  w e  behold  th e d iv in e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th in gs— God’s 
love  g iv in g  th at w h ich  in  tu rn  w o u ld  be g iv e n  back  as an 
aton em en t for our sin .

T im e co n ta in s b u t a sm all part o f th e C hristm as m ean
ing . W e m ust go b eyon d  B eth leh em — ev en  to th e court 
of th e e tern a l God. T h ere w e  behold  th e e ter n a l Christ, 
th e Lam b s la in  from  th e fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  w orld . So our 
hu m an lo n g in g  has its hope rea lized  in  e tern ity .

So  le t th e an gels  s in g , let th e sh ep herds go n ow  even  
u n to  B eth leh em . L et th e w ise  m en  lea v e  th e ir  seek in g  
foo tp r in ts in  desert sand s as th ey  fo llo w  th e star to Him. 
For “the W ord w a s m ade flesh , and  d w e lt am on g us, (and  
w e b eheld  h is g lory , th e g lory  as o f th e o n ly  b egotten  of 
the F a th er ,) fu ll o f grace and  tru th ” (Joh n  1:14). N o, not 
created  by  God, bu t b ego tten  by Him !

T he m ystery  o f th e e ter n a l— red em p tive  and  glorious! 
T his is th e m ea n in g  of C hristm as.

B y  FO R R E ST  W. N A S H . Pastor ,  Col l ege  Church ,  K a n k a k e e ,  I l l inoi s

h is to r ic  J e s u s  o f  t h e  p a s t  b u t  t h e  r isen ,  r a d i a n t ,  
s p i r i t u a l  C h r is t .

W e  a re  f u r t h e r  t o ld  t h a t  th e y  fell  d o w n  a n d  
w o r s h i p p e d  H i m .  N o t h i n g  is sa id  a b o u t  a n y  w o r 
s h ip  o r  a d o r a t i o n  o f  M ary .  O n l y  a  r e v e r e n t  r e s p e c t  
is i m p l i e d  by  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  I t  w as  to  C h r i s t  t h a t  
th e y  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  w o rs h ip .

W o r s h i p  is m a n 's  e f fo r t s  to  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  his  
G o d .  I t  lak es  p la c e  in  d e d i c a t e d  s a n c tu a r ie s ,  a r o u n d  
f a m i ly  a l t a r s  in  h o m e s ,  o r  ev e n  in  t h e  p la c e  o f  d a i ly  
to il .  I t  c a n  b e  p ra y e r ,  song , o r  s e rm o n ,  b u t  it m u s t  
be  r o o te d  in  a h e a r t  r e a c h i n g  u p  to  c o n ta c t  t h e  G o d  
o f  t h e  u n iv e rse .

W e  w o r s h ip  in  s p i r i t  a n d  in  t r u t h .  I t  is a  r i c h  
e x p e r i e n c e  a f t e r  w h ic h  t h e  c h i ld  o f  G o d  c o n s t a n t ly  
seeks. I t  is n o t  a  d u l l  d u t y  to  p e r f o r m .  I t  is r a t h e r  
a p r ice less  p r iv i l e g e  to  p u r s u e .  W e  w i l l  e n t e r  i n to  
H is  ga tes  w i th  th a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  in to  H is  c o u r t s  
w i t h  p ra ise .

T h e  t h i r d  s tep  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  th e y  o p e n e d  th e i r  
t r e a su re s  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  g if ts  u n t o  H i m .  C h r i s tm a s  
b r in g s  us a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n jo y  H is  p re s e n c e  d ay  
by d ay  in  o u r  h e a r t s ;  to  w o r s h ip  H i m  in  r e a l i ty  a n d  
to  c o m p le t e  o u r  jo y  is to  g iv e  u n t o  H i m  o f  o u r  
treasu res .

I n  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  e x c h a n g i n g  gifts ,  w e  o f t e n  
fo rg e t  w h o se  b i r t h  we a re  c e le b ra t in g .  T r y  g iv in g  to  
C h r i s t  o n  C h r i s tm a s !  T o  c a r ry  o n  H i s  w o rk  h e r e  
o n  e a r th ,  l i e  n e e d s  b o t h  us a n d  ours .  A spec ia l

C h r i s t m a s  o f f e r in g  to  y o u r  c h u r c h  w i l l  b r in g  special 
b le ss in g  to  you .  T h e  o f f e r in g  fo r  t h e  Ministerial 
B e n e v o le n c e  F u n d  o p e n s  th e  w a y  for  o u r  active 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h e  joy t h a t  w e  w i l l  feel will amply 
p r o v e  a g a in  to  us  t h e  t r u t h  o f  o u r  L o r d ’s statement 
t h a t  ‘‘it  is m o r e  b le ssed  to  g ive  t h a n  to  receive.”
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C H R I S T M A S  P O E T R Y
Security

By ALICE H A N S C H E  M O R T EN SO N
Above the din of a f r i g h t e n e d  wor ld  

And dread of the a tom bomb.
There is peace on earth,  for Jes us  has come.

And the heart  of  the Chr i s t ian  is calm.
Yes, Jesus was born a n d  H e  st i l l  l i v es  today ,

And the l ight of  His love  wi l l  e n d u r e  
Forever! No p o w e r  can ex t in gui sh  that  f l a m e  

Shining on—so s te adf as t  a n d  pure!
No missile at all  can a f fe c t  in the least ,

In the air—on the lan d— or  a t  sea,
The souls who are  t ru s t i n g  in  B e t h le he m 's  K i n g ,  

The Light of e t e rn i t y !

Christ, the Unspeakable Gift
By  O V E L L A  S. S H A F E R

Tuns in a s tab le  old a n d  wor n  
God's Gift  “uns pea kab le "  w a s  born;
A radiant s tar g le a m e d  in the s k y  
As angels sang His  lu l laby.
’Tween God a nd  man sin ca us ed  a rif t .  
Christ vo lu n tee re d  as  H ea ve n' s  Gif t ;
Thus Virgin-born,  th i s  Son of  Go d  
Came down to e a r t h — to h u m b l e  sod!
This “Pr ince o f  Peace" in Be th le hem  
Received three  g i f t s  of cos t l y  gem;
But later men  w e r e  rough a n d  rude,
And hung this  Ch r i s t  on c r o s s  so crude.
At Calvary His  life's blood  f l o w e d  
To pay the deb t  o f  sin w e  oived.

What shall  we  do thi s C h r i s tm a s t im e?
Give Him our  hear t s  in t h a n k fu l  ch im e  
For God's g rea t  G i f t  to e v e r y  cl ime!

Our Christmas Gift
By  T R E S S A  C. H A N S E N

The Christ Chi ld . . . the m a n g er  . . . The  S ta r  
of Be thlehem . . .

The sheep on the hi l ls ide  . . . The  sheph erd s  
tending them . . .

The journey o f  the wise  men on camels  
through the night  . . .

Guided by the angel s'  song . . . a n d  the h e a v 
enly l ight . . .

Bearing gifts of go ld  . . . f r a n k i n c e n s e  . . . a nd  
myrrh . . .

For the Holy Bab e  . . . the  b lessed S a v i o u r  . . .
Splendor . . . H u m i l i t y  . . .  A  l ight  u p o n  the  

way . . .
Glimpses of g lory  . . . L e a r n i n g  to p r a y  . . .

P a us in g  on l ife's j o u r n e y  . . . He ar i ng  His  
vo i ce  . . .

Searc h i ng  for  gu i d a nc e  . . . M ak in g  H i m  our  
choice . . .

K i n g  of K i n g s  . . . Lord  of Lord s  . . . W e  our  
vo ices  l ift  . . .

In prai se  an d  adora t ion . . . O u r  heart s,  our  
Ch r is t m a s  gift!
With Friends at Christmas

B y  P E A R L  B U R N S fD E  M cK IN N E Y  
M y  l i fe  is b lessed  wi th  Ch r i s t ian  f r iends ,  

Though so me  are  far  awa y;
The i r  p a t h s  a n d  m in e  w e r e  par ted  

In so me  yes te r d ay .
O u r  labors is; the harves t  f i e lds  

H a ve  l ed  through joy s  a nd  tears;
The  M as t er  w o r k s  His  w o n d ro u s  plan.

A n d  s w i f t l y  pass  the years .
A t  C h r i s t m a s t im e  we  mee t  again,

Though far  our  paths  hav e  led;
IFe> me et  to wo rsh ip  a nd  adore  

Be s id e  a m a n g er  bed.
Arise

B y  JA C K  M. SC H A R N  
Ar is e ,  y e  s l e ep ing  shepherds ;

The  sk ie s  are  all  ablaze.
The  he av en s  t re m b le  wi t h  the them e  

Of e t er na l  prai se.
Ar i se ,  y e  s leep ing  shepherds ;

A n g e l i c  choi rs  s ing—
"G l o r y  in the highest  to the 

Ev er la s t in g  King!"
Ar i se ,  ye  s leep ing  shepherds ;

A  s tar  shines  through the n igh t  
D i r e c t l y  o'er the m a n g er  w h e r e  

Dive l ls  the wo r ld ' s  g re a t  Ligh t .
Ar i se ,  y e  s l e ep ing  shepherds;

C o m e  see the in fa n t  Boy.  
l i e  turns  de sp a i r  a n d  sadness  

To peace  a n d  hope a n d  joy .
With Peace

for Those Who Want to Know
By  A L IC E  H A N SC H E  M O RTENSO N  

A g a i n  the Ch r i s tm a s  message  
Is r in g in g  s w ee t  a nd  c lear  

Ac ross  the m a n y  cen tur ies  
Far a n y  ivho wi l l  hear!

A n d  he av en  i t se l f  i s  b en d in g  low  
A b o v e  a t ro u b le d  earth.

With pea ce  for  those w h o  w a n t  to k n o w  
A b o u t  the  S a v i o u r ’s birth!
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Pasto r, W eirton , West V irg in ia

N O  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  
is r e a l ly  c o m p le t e  

w i t h o u t  a  s ta r  
o n  i ts  t o p m o s t  b o u g h .  T o w e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  t inse l ,  
b a u b le s ,  s tr in g s ,  a n d  o t h e r  d e c o ra t io n s ,  t h e  s t a r  
h e r a ld s  t h e  r e a l  m e ssag e  o l  C h r i s tm a s .  I t  g ives 
t h e  a n s w e r  to  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  W h y  d o  w e  c e le b r a te  
C h r i s tm a s?

W h e n  th e  w ise  m e n  a r r iv e d  in  B e th l e h e m ,  C h r i s t  
w as  a l r e a d y  b o r n ,  b u t  th e y  h a d  f o l lo w e d  th e  s tar ,  
a n d  w e re  f a i th f u l ly  f o l lo w in g  i t  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  
h e a v e n ly  v is i to rs  b r o u g h t  t h e  m e ssag e  to  t h e  s h e p 
h e rd s  o n  th e  h i l ls id e .  T h a t  s ta r  a lso  h a s  a  m essag e  
fo r  t h e  m o d e r n - d a y  c e l e b r a t io n  o f  C h r i s tm a s .

I t  w as  a  l e a d i n g  s ta r .  I t  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a 
f a l l in g  s ta r ,  fo r  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  to o  fas t  a n d  
so o n  b u r n e d  i tse lf  o u t .  I t  w as  a  s t a r  c r e a t e d  fo r  
a  spec if ic  p u r p o s e ,  to  l e a d  m e n  to  t h e  C h r i s t  ch i ld .  
A c c o r d in g  to  th e  S c r ip tu r e  i t  w as  “ h is  s t a r . ”

T h e  s t a r  is s t i l l  l e a d in g .  As ev e ry  C h r i s tm a s  
d a w n s ,  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  m e n  is b r o u g h t  i n t o  focus  
o n  t h e  G i f t  f r o m  h e a v e n ,  G o d ’s g r e a t  G i f t  o f  H is  
Son . I n  a d a y  o f  r a n k  c o m m e r c ia l i s m ,  a d a y  w h e n  
t h e  s to ry  o f  a  r e i n d e e r  m a y  b e  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  t h a n  
t h e  s to ry  o f  t h e  R e d e e m e r ,  w e  n e e d  to  b e  led . T h e  
s ta r ,  sy m b o l ic  o f  s p i r i t u a l  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  n e e d s  to  
s h in e  as n e v e r  b e fo re  o n  a w o r l d  t h a t  ha s  lost its 
way.

T h e  sad  p i c t u r e  is t h a t  m a n y  h a v e  b e c o m e  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  r e l ig io n  b u t  a r e  s t ra n g e r s  to  th e  
R e d e e m e r .  M a n y  h a v e  b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e  
t e r m in o lo g y  o f  s a lv a t io n  b u t  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  e x 
p e r ie n c e .

F o r  s o m e  t im e  m a n y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a n d  g r e e t 
in g s  h a v e  w is h e d  us  a  “ M e r r y  X -m a s .” T h e  X ,  I  
a m  a f r a id ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  f i g u r e  
of  t h e  u n k n o w n  q u a n t i t y  o r  q u a l i ty .  T h i s  has

la rg e ly  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  fo r  w h i c h  we a t e  grateful,  and 
w e  see i t  o n ly  o c c a s io n a l ly  n o w .  B u t  i n  reality men 
h a v e  l e f t  H i m  n o t  o n l y  o u t  o f  t h e  sp e l l in g  bu t  also 
o u t  o f  t h e  h e a r t .

C h r i s t m a s  g r e e t in g s  c e r t a in ly  a re  em p ty  when 
th e  A u t h o r  o f  C h r i s t m a s  is le f t  o u t .  H is  star il
l u m i n a t e d  t h e  h e a r t  o f  C h r i s tm a s ,  a n d  m a y  its light 
i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  m i n d s  a n d  so u ls  o f  a l l  of us today.

T h e  s t a r  sp e ak s  o f  d i v i n e  f a v or .  G o d  is inter
e s ted  in  H i s  c r e a t io n .  H i s  c o n c e r n  b r o u g h t  to earth 
h e a v e n ’s b r i g h t e s t  S ta r .  W h e n  Z a c h a r ia s  was able 
to  s p e a k  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  J o h n ,  h e  spoke of the 
t e n d e r  m e rc y  o f  G o d  by w h i c h  “ t h e  davsp rin g  from 
o n  h i g h  h a t h  v is i te d  u s ” ( L u k e  1 :7 8 ) .  H e  was the 
love  o f  G o d  r e v e a le d  in  h u m a n  f lesh to  the wor
s h i p f u l  eyes o f  t h e  w ise  m e n .

L o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  te le sc o p e  o f  prophecy, one 
h a d  sa id ,  “ B e h o ld ,  a v i r g i n  s h a l l  b e  w i th  child, 
a n d  s h a l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  a  son ,  a n d  th e y  shall  call his 
n a m e  E m m a n u e l ,  w h i c h  b e i n g  i n t e r p r e t e d  is, God 
w i t h  u s ” ( M a t t h e w  1 :2 3 ) .  G o d  h a d  n o t  forsaker 
t h e  w o r ld ;  F ie  d i d  n o t  fa i l  to  p ro v id e  for Hi: 
c r e a t io n .

T h e  B a b e  o f  B e t h l e h e m  was n o t  o n ly  the Child 
o f  m a n  b u t  t h e  C h i l d  o f  G o d ;  H e  wras G o d  clothed 
in  h u m a n i t y .  S u re ly  th e  s t a r  sp eaks  the  same 
m e ssag e  to da y !  W e  g e t  j u s t  as e x c i t e d  as children 
a t  C h r i s tm a s ,  a n d  th is  is r ig h t !  L e t  t h e  giving and 
r e c e iv in g  o f  g if ts  n e v e r  b e  o b je c t e d  to, as ex
p e n s iv e  a n d  b o t h e r s o m e  as t h e y  m a y  be, for they 
s p e a k  o f  t h e  g r e a te s t  G i f t  o f  all.

T h e  s t a r  is a s t a r  to b e  f o l l o i v ed .  T h e  leader
s h ip  o f  G o d  is u n q u e s t i o n e d .  H e  w i l l  lead  in safe 
p a th s .  H e  w i l l  l e a d  in  s u r e  p a th s .  W e  need to 
t a k e  o u r  p la ces  b e s id e  w ise  m e n  to d a y  journeying 
to  a  s p i r i t u a l  B e th l e h e m .

A t  C h r i s t m a s  w e  n e e d  to  fix o u r  eyes u po n  the 
s ta r  a n d  n o t  a l lo w  e a r t h l y  th in g s  to  d e m a n d  undue 
a t t e n t i o n .  M a n  n e e d s  to  f o l lo w  th e  s ta r  unti l  he 
f in d s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  a n d  t h e r e  p r e s e n t  his gifts of 
se lf  a n d  sacrif ice .

I n  o u r  “ g e t t i n g ” w e  m u s t  n o t  f o rg e t  o u r  “giving." 
T h e  L o r d  s u re ly  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  to  us. Have we 
r e t u r n e d  a n y t h i n g  to  H i m ?  O u r  g if t  may be 
m o n e y ,  b u t  i t  n e e d s  to  b e  m o r e  t h a n  money. In 
t h e  w o rd s  o f  t h e  g r a n d  o l d  h y m n —

L o v e  so a m a z i n g ,  so d i v i n e ,
D e m a n d s  m y  s o u l ,  m y  l i fe,  m y  all.

M a y  th e  t o p m o s t  s t a r  be  a c o n t i n u o u s  reminder 
o f  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  to  o u r  souls dur
i n g  th e  C h r i s t m a s  season ,  a n d  its  m e m o r y  be bright 
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m i n g  year!

“The parents of Jesus found Him in the Temple. We too can find Him there. H telf can always find Him if we will seek H0M | |  Let us find Him now. They rejoiced. You will, too!”—Norman W. Bloom.
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CHRISTMAS M U SIC  M EM O ETTE  
by Ovella S. S h a fer

Joy to the World
Dr. Isaac W atts

Joy to the wor ld!  the  L o r d  is  come;
Let earth re c e i v e  he r  K i n g ;

Let ev’ry hear t  p r e p a r e  H i m  room,
And heav’n  a n d  n a t u r e  sing.

Joy to the wor ld!  the  S a v i o u r  reigns;
Let men the i r  song s  em pl o y;

While fields a n d  f loods ,  rocks,  hil ls,  a n d  p la i ns  
Repeat the sou n d in g  joy .

No more let  s in  a n d  s o r r o w  g r o w ,
Nor thorns in fe s t  th e  g rou nd;

He comes to m a k e  Hi s  b le ss ings  f loiv  
Far as the curse  is  fo un d .

He rules the w o r l d  w i t h  t r u t h  a n d  grace,
And makes  the na t i o n s  p r o v e  

The glories of  Hi s  r ig h te ou sn es s  
And wonders  o f  H i s  love.

THIS G L O R I O U S  O L D  H Y M N  o f  jo y  a n d  e x u l 
tation sings its s u r g i n g  m e ss a g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
churches a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  d u r i n g  th e  m a je s t i c  
Christmas season, a n d  its  r e v e r b e r a t i o n  is h e a r d  
from loud sp eake rs  o n  n e a r l y  ev e ry  s n o w - s tu d d e d  
city street even  in  th is  m o s t  t r o u b l e s o m e  t im e .  W h o  
can help b u t  be  h a p p y  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  o r  s in g in g  s u c h  
a hymn?

Isaac W atts ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  th i s  h y m n  a n d  m a n y  
others, was b o rn ,  t h e  e ld e s t  o f  n i n e  c h i ld r e n ,  i n  1674 
at Southam pton, E n g l a n d .  H i s  f a th e r ,  a  N o n c o n 
formist, was i m p r i s o n e d  tw ic e  fo r  h is  P u r i t a n  b e 
liefs; and his  m o t h e r ’s H u g u e n o t  f a m i ly  h a d  f l e d  
to England to  e scape  t h e  St. B a r t h o l o m e w  M assac re .  
Isaac W atts t r a v e l le d  a r o u g h  r o a d ,  y e t  h is  s a in t ly  
mother would  s t a n d  n e a r  t h e  p r i s o n  g a te  d u r i n g  h is  
father’s im p r i s o n m e n t  a n d  s in g  p s a lm s  fo r  t h e  
edification of  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  t h e  c o m f o r t i n g  o f  
her children.

When Isaac was seven ,  h e  im p r e s s e d  h is  p a r e n t s  
by forming m a n y  o f  h is  s e n te n c e s  i n t o  rh y m e s .  I n  
his teens one  day ,  I s a a c  c a m e  h o m e  f r o m  t h e  c h a p e l  
and with a b l u n t  f ra n k n e ss ,  ve ry  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
him, found fa u l t  w i t h  t h e  p a r a p h r a s e s  o f  t h e  p s a lm s  
which were b e in g  u s e d  as so ng s  in  t h e  c h u rc h e s .  H e  
went so far as to  v e n t u r e  h is  c r i t i c i s m  o n  th e  songs 
being sung in  h is  o w n  p a r i s h .  H i s  f a t h e r  t h e n  r e 
plied as b lu n t ly  to  h im ,  “ I f  y o u  d o  n o t  l ik e  these ,  
give us so m e th in g  b e t t e r . ”

The lad d e c id e d  to  try ,  a n d  b e fo r e  th e  n e x t  S a b 
bath arrived, h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  h is  f i rs t  h y m n ,  a  p a r t  
of which we q u o te :

B e h o l d  t h e  g lor ies  o f  t h e  L a m b  
A m i d s t  H i s  F a t he r ' s  t h r o n e ;

P r e p a r e  n e w  h o n o r s  f o r  H i s  n a m e ,
A r i d  s o ng s  b e f o r e  u n k n o w n .

H is  m o s t  f a m o u s  C h r i s tm a s  h y m n ,  " J o y  to  the  
W o r l d , ” is a  f re e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  P sa lm s  98:5-9. I f  y o u  
r e a d  th is  passage,  y o u  c a n  r e a d i ly  see w h e r e  Isaac  
W a t t s  g a i n e d  th e  g e rm - id e a s  for  h is  n o w  fa m o u s  
h y m n -p o e m .

T h i s  “s i n g in g  b a r d ” rece iv ed  a  f a i r  e d u c a t i o n  as 
a  y o u t h  in  t h e  sch oo ls  o f  h is  n a t i v e  to w n ,  S o u t h 
a m p t o n ,  E n g l a n d ;  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  h is  e x t r a o r d i 
n a ry  a le r tn e s s  a n d  p ro m is e ,  s o m e  w e l l - to -d o  p a r t i e s  
f ro m  h is  f a th e r ' s  p a r i s h  p r o p o s e d  to  g ive  h i m  a 
u n iv e r s i ty  e d u c a t io n .  B u t  t h e  E n g l i s h  u n iv e r s i t i e s  
w e re  t h e n  c lo sed  a g a in s t  D issen te rs ,  a n d  y o u n g  
W a t t s  ch ose  r a t h e r  to  s u f fe r  a f f l i c t io n  a m o n g  h is  
D i s s e n t in g  b r e t h r e n  t h a n  to  e n jo y  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  
o f  a n  E n g l i s h  u n iv e r s i ty  fo r  a season .  By d i n t  o f  
h a r d  w o rk  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  f ru g a l i ty ,  h e  b e c a m e  a 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m in i s t e r ,  b u t  w as  a lw ays  d u b b e d  
“ a  p a t r i a r c h  a m o n g  t h e  D is s e n t in g  c le rg y .”

T r u l y  D r .  I sa ac  W a t t s  l iv ed  in  e p o c h a l  t im e s  a n d  
th e  h y m n s  h e  w r o te  w e re  e p o c h -m a k in g .  F o r  h e  
c h a n g e d  th e  p s a lm o d y  o f  h is  d a y  i n t o  e x p re s s io n s  
o f  d i g n i ty  a n d  b e a u ty ,  a n d  w e l l  e a r n e d  th e  t i t le  
“ f a t h e r  o f  h y m n o d y . ” W e  see h is  ly re  o f  m a n y  
ch o rd s ;  t h e  so le m n ,  t h e  m a je s t i c ,  t h e  t e n d e r ,  t h e  
m a g n i f i c e n t .  H i s  h ig h e s t  t h e m e  is f o u n d  w h e n  h e  
is d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e  w o rk  a n d  p e r s o n  o f  C h r i s t  as 
re v e a le d  in  “ Joy to  t h e  W o r l d , ” “ W h e n  I  S u rv e y  th e  
W o n d r o u s  C ro ss ,” a n d  “J e s u s  S h a l l  R e i g n . ”

I n  1696 th is  h y m n i s t  b e c a m e  a t u t o r  to  S ir  J o h n  
H a r t o p p ’s so n  in  N e w i n g t o n .  H e  c o m p o s e d  m a n y  
h y m n s  fo r  c h i ld re n ,  h is  b e s t  b e i n g  th is  d e l ig h t f u l  
“ L u l l a b y  fo r  C h i l d r e n , ” w h i c h  is ve ry  f i t t i n g  fo r  t h e  
Y u le t id e  season :

H u s h ,  m y  dear ,  l ie s t i l l  a n d  s l u m b e r ;
H o l y  a n g e l s  g u a r d  t h y  b e d ;

H e a v e n l y  b l ess ings  w i t h o u t  n u m b e r  
G e n t l y  f a l l i n g  o n  t h y  head .

H o w  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h o u ’rt  a t t e n d e d  
T h a n  t h e  S o n  o f  G o d  c o u l d  be,

W h e n  f r o m  h e a v e n  H e  d e s c e n d e d ,
A n d  b e c a m e  a c h i l d  l i ke  t he e!

So f t  a n d  easy is t h y  cradle;
Coar se  a n d  h a r d  t h y  S a v i o u r  lay,

W h e n  H i s  b i r t h p l a c e  w as  a s tabl e,
A n d  H i s  s of tes t  b e d  t h e  hay .
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T h e  y e a r  1698 is th e  d a t e  w h e n  I sa a c  W a t t s  
s t a r t e d  h is  p r e a c h in g .  M e b e c a m e  p a s t o r  a t  M a r k  
L a n e ,  n e a r  t h e  T o w e r  in  L o n d o n ,  in  1702. H e re ,  
too,  t r o u b l e  fo l lo w e d  h im ,  b e c a u s e  h e  w as  seized 
w i t h  a p h y s ic a l  i n f i r m i t y  t h a t  lef t  h i m  p ra c t i c a l ly  
a n  in v a l id  fo r  life. T h i s  is p r o b a b l y  th e  r e a s o n  h e  
n e v e r  m a r r i e d .  A l t h o u g h  c o n t i n u i n g  in  t h e  p a s 
to ra te ,  h e  r e l i e d  u p o n  a n  a s s is ta n t  fo r  m o s t  o f  th e

c h u r c h  d u t ie s ,  a n d  h e  g a v e  h is  t im e  to the writing 
a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  h y m n s  a n d  p ro s e —fifty-two vol
u m e s  in  all.

As w e  s in g  th is  h y m n  a n d  o t h e r  C hristm as  carols 
th is  jo y o u s  season ,  m a y  w e c h e r i s h  anew  the heri
ta g e  we h a v e  o f  C h r i s t i a n  h y m n s  a t  Christmas-with 
its m u s ic  a n d  m e d i t a t i o n ,  its  fes t iv i ty  and friend
sh ips ,  its  w o n d e r  a n d  w o rs h ip !

BE  
YE

r\i
B y  H A R D Y  J. PO W E R S, P a s t o r , Fi r s t  Church ,  R i ch m o n d,  Cal i forn ia

I n c r c a s i n y  in t h e  k n o u l c d y c  o / C o d  ( C o l o s s i a n s  1:1(1)

T H E  A P O S T L E  h a d  ju s t  p r a y e d  fo r  t h e  C o lo ss ian s  
t h a t  th e y  m i g h t  b e  “ f i l le d  w i t h  th e  k n o w le d g e  of  
h is  w i l l  in  a l l  w is d o m  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g :  
t h a t  ye m i g h t  w a lk  w o r th y  o f  t h e  L o r d  u n t o  all  
p le a s in g ,  b e in g  f r u i t f u l  in  every  g o o d  w o r k , ” a n d  
f u r t h e r  sti l l ,  t h a t  th e y  m i g h t  c o n t i n u e  “ in c re a s in g  
in  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d . ”

G o d  h a s  n o t  fe n c e d  us in, n o r  c o o p e d  us u p ,  n o r  
p u t  a  ro o f  o v e r  us. I f  t h e r e  b e  re s t r i c t io n s  o n  us in  
a s a n e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  d iv in e  life, th e y  d o  n o t  
co m e  f ro m  H im .  I t  is to  th e  “ e n l a r g e d  l i f e ” t h a t  
G o d  calls  us.

O v e r  t h e  w h o le  l i v in g  c r e a t io n  is w r i t t e n  leg ib ly ,  
fo r  a l l  w h o  c a n  r e a d ,  “ l ie  ye e n l a r g e d . ” rI 'o  every  
seed  th e  D iv in e  M a s te r  says, “ Be ye e n l a r g e d ” — 
b e c o m e  a  f lo w e r  o r  a tree .  T o  ev e ry  r i v u l e t  H e  
says, “ Be e n l a r g e d ” —b e c o m e  a r iv e r  a n d  n e v e r  re s t  
u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  r e j o i n e d  th e  sea. T o  every  b a b e  H e  
says, “ B e  ye e n l a r g e d ”—b e c o m e  a m a n  o r  a w o m a n .  
T o  ev ery  s p i r i t u a l  b a b e  H e  says, “A t t a i n  u n t o  th e  
fu l l -g ro w n  s t a t u r e  o f  a m a n  in  C h r i s t , ” a n d  th e n  
go  o n  “ in c re a s in g  in  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d . ”

M e n  h e a r  th is  h e a v e n ly  call,  b u t  y ie ld  o n ly  p a r 
t ia l  o b e d ie n c e  to  it. T h e y  e n la r g e  t h e i r  eyes by 
m e a n s  o f  a te le sco p e  a n d  m ic ro s c o p e ,  t h e i r  m i n d s  
by  m e a n s  o f  science. T h e  o n ly  t h i n g  th e y  re s o lu te ly  
re fu s e  to  d o  is to  e n l a r g e  t h e i r  souls. B u t  w h a t  is 
a l l  o t h e r  e n l a r g e m e n t  if  th is  s u p r e m e  c o m m a n d 
m e n t  b e  ig n o re d ?

H o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  te l l  us o f  a k i n d  o f  t r e e  w h ic h  
is a  fu l l -g ro w n  t ree  in  ev ery  r e sp e c t  e x c e p t  in  size. 
I t  g row s  o n ly  a  few  in c h e s  in  h e ig h t .  I t  h a s  a t r u n k ,  
l im b s ,  leaves, ju s t  l ik e  a n y  o t h e r  tree.  T h e  r e a s o n  
fo r  its  la c k  o f  g ro w th ,  is th a t ,  w h i l e  it  is s t i l l  y o u n g ,  
its t a p r o o t  is cu t ,  a n d  th e  n o r m a l  a m o u n t  of  n o u r 
i s h m e n t  ne cessa ry  fo r  its g r o w t h  ha s  b e e n  r e d u c e d .  
S u c h  t rees  b e a r  n o  f r u i t  a n d  g ive  n o  sh ad e .  T h e y  
a re  m e re ly  o r n a m e n t a l .  T o o  m a n y  o f  us  h a v e  cu t  
o u r  s p i r i t u a l  t a p r o o t .  N o  lo n g e r  a re  w e  o f  u se  to  
G o d ’s k in g d o m .  W e  b e a r  n o  f ru i t ,  g ive  n o  sh ad e :  
w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  o r n a m e n t s .

T h e r e  is a c h i l d h o o d  in  e n t i r e  sanctif ication.  But 
h e  w h o  ceases to  g r o w  in  h o l in e s s  soon ceases to 
e n jo y  h e a r t  p u r i ty .  P u r i t y  o f  h e a r t  is a stepping- 
s to n e  to  r e l ig io u s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  N e a r ly  the whole 
o f  g r o w t h  is b e y o n d  h e a r t  p u r i ty ,  as growth in 
g ra c e  b e lo n g s  p r e e m i n e n t l y  to  t h e  sanctified state. 
A ll  o b s t r u c t i o n s  to  g r o w t h  b e i n g  rem ov ed ,  there is 
n o  r e a s o n  w h y  th e  p u r e  in  h e a r t  s h o u ld  not make 
m o r e  r a p i d  p ro g re s s  t h a n  w h e n  in  a lower state 
o f  grace .

U n le s s  th e  s o u l  p a n t s  fo r  m o r e  of  God, more 
o f  t h a t  fu l ln ess :  u n le ss  f a i t h  seeks a n d  secures en
la r g e m e n t ,  a n d  h a s  in c re a s e  in  in te n s i ty ,  the grace 
a l r e a d y  g iv e n  w il l  n o t  b e  r e t a i n e d ,  b u t  there will 
b e  a b s o lu te  loss. W e  s h a l l  h a v e  m issed  connection, 
a n d  im m e d i a t e l y  m o v e  o n  a d o w n w a r d  plane until 
we h a v e  p a s s e d  th e  p o i n t  o f  b e g in n in g .

L e t  us, t h e n ,  n o t  o n ly  “ s t a n d  fast  . . .  in the 
l i b e r ty  w h e r e w i t h  C h r i s t  h a t h  m a d e  us free" 
( G a la t i a n s  5 : 1 ) ,  b u t  “ a d d  to  . . . f a i th  vir tue; and 

to  v i r t u e  k n o w le d g e ;  a n d  to  k n o w le d g e  temper
an ce ;  a n d  to  t e m p e r a n c e  p a t i e n c e ;  a n d  to patience 
g o d l in e s s :  a n d  to  g o d l in e s s  b r o t h e r l y  kindness; and 
to  b r o t h e r l y  k i n d n e s s  ch a r i ty .  F o r  if these things 
b e  in  y ou ,  a n d  a b o u n d ,  th e y  m a k e  you  that ye 
sh a l l  n e i t h e r  b e  b a r r e n  n o r  u n f r u i t f u l  in  the knowl
ed g e  o f  o u r  L o r d  Jesus C h r i s t ” ( I I  P e te r  1:5-8).

T h e  P s a lm is t  te l ls  us, “ T h e  r ig h te o u s  shall 
f l o u r i s h  l ik e  t h e  p a l m  t ree :  h e  s h a l l  grow like a 
c e d a r  in  L e b a n o n .  T h o s e  t h a t  b e  p l a n te d  in the 
h o u se  o f  th e  L o r d  s h a l l  f l o u r i s h  in  the  courts of 
o u r  G o d .  T h e y  s h a l l  s t i l l  b r i n g  f o r t h  fru i t  in old 
age; th e y  s h a l l  b e  fat a n d  f l o u r i s h i n g ” (Psalms 
0 2 :1 2 -1 4 ) .

H e n c e ,  t h e  o n ly  safe  c o u rs e  f o r  an y  Christian, 
h o w e v e r  y o u n g  o r  o ld ,  is to  l e a v e  his conversion, 
h is  s a n c t i f i c a t io n ,  h is  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  his former 
v ic to r ie s  a n d  t r i u m p h s ,  a n d  p ress  o n  to  new reve
la t io n s  o f  g r a c e  a n d  h i g h e r  a l t i t u d e s  in  the life of 
fa i th .  L e t ’s n o t  c u t  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  t a p ro o t ,  bu t  let’s 
b e  e n l a r g e d  in  t h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d!
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IT’S H E R E  A G A I N  . . . th e  season  ol lows, t inse l ,  
and turkey.

Deck the h a l ls  w i th  b o u g h s  ol h o l ly  w h i l e  tee 
dream of a w h i t e  C h r i s t m a s  c l i m a x e d  by th e  s t e a l 
thy m idn ight  vis it  o f  S a n t a  C la u s  a n d  h is  gift-  
packed sleigh p r o p e l l e d  by  r e d -n o s e d  R u d o l p h  a n d  
seven other  r o c k e t - p o w e re d  r e in d e e r .

Inevitably, t h o u g h ,  t h e  fe s t iv i t ie s  w il l  be  
“marred" by so m e  k i l l j o y  w h o  suggests  t h a t  b e tw e e n  
purchasing pa rce ls  a n d  p a r a d i n g  to  p a r t i e s  we 
should "keep C h r i s t  in  C h r i s t m a s . ” H a p p e n s  till 
the time—those c h u r c h  p e o p l e  b r i n g i n g  r e l ig io n  
into everything!

But the w o n d e r f u l ,  a w e - in s p i r in g ,  cv er-m ystc ri-  
ous, yet s u b l im e ly  s i m p l e  fact a n n o u n c e d  by th e  
heavenly “g a z e t te e r” n e a r ly  tw e n ty  c e n tu r i e s  a g o  is 
this:

“Behold, 1 b r i n g  y o u  g o o d  t id in g s  o f  g r e a t  joy ,  
which shall be  to  all  p e o p le ,  f  o r  u n t o  y o u  is b o r n  
this day in th e  c i ty  o f  D a v id  a S a v io u r ,  w h ic h  is 
Christ the L o r d "  ( L u k e  2:10-11) .

The joyful r h y t h m  o f  u n s e l f i s h  s h a r i n g  w h ic h  
gladdens the  lives o f  y o u n g  a n d  o l d  a t  C h r i s t m a s 
time comes f ro m  th e  h e a r t b e a t  o f  G o d ,  w h o  “ so

lo v ed  th e  w o r ld ,  t h a t  h e  g ave  h is  o n ly  b e g o t t e n  Son, 
t h a t  w h o so e v e r  b e l i e v e th  in  h i m  s h o u ld  n o t  p e r ish ,  
b u t  h a v e  e v e r la s t in g  l i f e ” ( J o h n  3 :1 6 ) .

T h e  H e a v e n ly  F a t h e r ’s g re a t  b ig  C h r i s tm a s  G i f t  
sti l l  s t a n d s  o u t  a m o n g  all  t h e  g lo r io u s  g l i t t e r  a n d  
g lo w  a n d  th e  s p e c ta c u la r  s ights ,  s o u n d s ,  a n d  sm ells  
o f  th e  s m a l l e r  p a c k a g e s  H i s  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  h a p p i ly  
h e a p e d  a r o u n d  th e  P r in c e  o f  Peace .

T h a t  is w h y  a w o r r i e d  w o r l d  ca n  fo rg e t  fo r  a 
season  its so rro w s,  sores, a n d  s tr iv ings ,  a n d  s h a re  
in  s o m e th in g  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  all.  Yes, C h r i s tm a s  is 
fo r  e v e ry b o d y !

“ W h o s o e v e r  b e l i e v e th , ” th e  p r o m is e  p ro c la im s .  
N o t  w h i t e  o r  b la c k ,  A m e r i c a n  o r  E u r o p e a n ,  A f r ic a n  
o r  I n d i a n ,  b u t  “ w h o s o e v e r . ” G o d ’s C h r i s tm a s  
P r e s e n t  is fo r  a l l  t h e  w o r ld .  W e  c a n ’t a f fo rd  to  lose 
it a m o n g  th e  t in se l  a n d  t r a p p i n g s  o f  lesser gifts.

T h e  s h e p h e r d s  h e a r d  a so n g  t h a t  f irs t  C h r i s tm a s  
Day. T h e  wise m e n  saw  a s tar .  T h e  s o u n d  a n d  th e  
s ig h t  d r e w  t h e m  a ll  to  t h e  p la ce  o f  th e  C h r i s t  ch i ld .  
T h e  g o o d  n ew s sti l l  to u c h e s  ev ery  level  o f  life. T h e  
m essage  r e a c h e s  o u t  to  th e  a v e ra g e  a n d  th e  a s t r o n o 
m e r .  Son gs  a n d  s ta rs  a r e  s ti l l  ve ry  m u c h  w i t h  us a t  
Y u le t id e .  M a y  th e  s o u n d s  ancl t h e  s igh ts  o f  th is  
C h r i s tm a s  d r a w  us o n c e  m o r e  to  H i m ,  too!

Serving Jesus in 
Hard Places

S e r v i n g  J e s u s  in h a r d  pl ac es
B r i n g s  a r ich a n d  s we e t  r e w a r d — 

Just  to f ee l  H i s  p r e s e n c e  w i t h  m e .
A n d  to k n o w  H e  is m y  L o r d .

II’hat  a bl essed,  rare c o n t e n t m e n t  
C o m e s  f r o m  C h r i s t  e n t h r o n e d  a b o v e !  

W h e n  ?ny l o a d  gets ,  o h ,  so h e a v y .
T h e n  H e  l i f t s  m e  w i t h  H i s  love.

B y  E D IT H  R O B E R T S

S e r v i n g  Je s us  in h a r d  places ,
T h o u g h  t h e  r oa d  s e e m s  r o u g h  a n d  l ong;

B u t  1 ask t h e  L o r d  to h e l p  m e ,
A n d  H i s  S p i r i t  m a k e s  m e  s t ro ng .

Sou ls  are lost  i>i s in a n d  da r kn e ss ,
W a i t i n g  f o r  a h e l p i n g  h a n d ;

T h e n  I w h i s p e r ,  " L o r d ,  I ' m  w i l l i n g , "
A n d  I k n o w  H e ’ll  u n d e r s t a n d .

S e r v i n g  Je s us  in h a r d  pl aces  
W h e r e  n o  o t h e r s  w a n t  to g o

C i v e s  m e  lov e  a n d  d e e p  c o m p a s s i o n  
T o r  t h e  lost  t h a t  H e  loves  so;

M a k e s  m e  search t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  o f t e n  
T o r  H i s  p r o m i s e s  g a l o r e —

S e r v i n g  Je s us  in h a r d  p laces
O n l y  m a k e s  m e  l ov e  H i m  m o r e !
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A L L  W H O  B E L I E V E  N j^ r 'B ib le  a g re e  t h a t  th e  
L o r d  is c o m in g  b a c k  a g a in  to  th is  e a r t h —th e  sa m e  
J e su s ,  a n d  in  l ik e  m a n n e r  as H e  w e n t  aw ay . T h e  
w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  E p is t le s  t a k e  i t  l o r  g r a n t e d  H e  is 
c o m in g ,  s im p ly  s t a t i n g  i t  as s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  a l l  
a r g u m e n t .  T h e r e  is t h u s  n o  d i f f i c u l ty  i n  a  C h r i s 
t i a n  h o l d i n g  th is  d o c t r in e ,  s in ce  t h e r e  is n o  d is s e n 
s io n  a b o u t  t h e  fac t  i t se l f  in  a n y  c h u r c h  g r o u p .  T h i s  
is i n d e e d  v a lu a b le !

T h e r e  is w i s d o m  in  th e  d iv in e  s t r a te g y  t h a t  n o  
o n e  c a n  p o ss ib ly  k n o w  t h e  t im e  o r  t h e  d a t e  o f  th e  
s o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  t r u m p e t  a n d  th e  a p p e a r i n g  o f  th e  
L o r d .  I t  is t r u e  t h a t  s o m e  h a v e  set  a  t im e  a n d  a 
d a t e  a n d  h a v e  h u r t  m a n y  souls ;  b u t  w e re  i t  w i t h i n  
o u r  p o w e r  to  a s c e r ta in  w h e n  Je s u s  w i l l  co m e,  t h e  
e v a n g e l i s t ic  p r o g r a m  of  t h e  C h u r c h  w o u l d  s u f fe r  
d a m a g e .

T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s igns  o f  H i s  c o m i n g  is n o t  o f  
m a t h e m a t i c a l  p re c is io n ,  a n d  “ u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  th e  
t i m e ” h a s  r e m a i n e d  d o w n  th e  c e n tu r ie s .  S o m e  say, 
“ I  d o n ’t t h i n k  th e  L o r d  w i l l  c o m e  to d a y ,” b u t  t h a t  
p ro v e s  n o t h i n g ,  fo r  t h e  L o r d  sa id  r e p e a te d ly ,  “ I n  
s u c h  a n  h o u r  as ye t h i n k  n o t  t h e  S o n  o f  m a n  com - 
e t h ” ( M a t t h e w  2 4 :4 4 ) .

J e s u s  sa id  t h a t  if  t h e  h o u s e h o l d e r  k n e w  w h e n  th e  
t h i e f  w o u l d  c o m e  h e  w o u l d  w a t c h  a n d  n o t  le t  his  
h o u s e  b e  b r o k e n  in to .  H e  to ld  o f  t h e  n o b l e m a n  
w h o  w e n t  a w ay  to  rece ive  fo r  h im s e l f  a k i n g d o m ,  
a n d  sa id  to  h is  s e rv an ts ,  “ O c c u p y  t i l l  I  c o m e .” O n  
a n o t h e r  o cc as io n  H e  sa id ,  “ T h e  lo r d  o f  t h a t  s e rv an t  
s h a l l  c o m e  in  a  d a y  w h e n  h e  l o o k e th  n o t  fo r  h im .  
a n d  in  a n  h o u r  t h a t  h e  is n o t  a w a re  o f ” ( M a t t h e w  
2 4 :5 0 ) .  U n c e r t a i n t y  is d e f in i t e ly  a p a r t  o f  th e  
L o r d ’s s tra tegy .

T h e  e a r ly  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w i t h  th e  p re s s u re  o f  p l a i n  
t e a c h i n g  a n d  p e r s e c u t io n  u n t o  d e a t h  u p o n  th e m ,  
d a i ly  lo o k e d  fo r  t h e i r  L o r d ’s r e t u r n ,  a n d  b e l ie v e d  
e a rn e s t ly  t h a t  H e  c o u l d  r e t u r n  an y  m o m e n t .  L a t e r

o n ,  as t h e  zeal o f  m a n y  w a n e d ,  a l th o u g h  the un
c e r t a i n t y  s t i l l  w as  h e ld ,  t h e  sense  o f  the  nearness 
o f  C h r i s t ’s c o m i n g  w as  lost.  T h e  ch ie f  incentive to 
a l l - o u t  e v a n g e l i s m  d r o p p e d  f r o m  th e  C hurch  and 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  g r e a t  C h u r c h  o n  earth was 
b e g u n .  W a t c h f u l n e s s  a n d  p r a y e r fu ln e s s  almost dis
a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  c h u r c h e s  b e c a m e  w o r ld ly  an d  given 
to  f a c t io n s  a n d  s tr ife ,  p r i d e  a n d  selfishness, v/ith 
l i t t l e  o r  n o  u r g e  to  r ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  evangelism.

A f te r  P e n te c o s t ,  t h e  f e rv o r  o f  pa ss io n a te  love for 
th e  L o r d  [esus a n d  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  th a t  time was 
u n c e r t a i n  a n d  s h o r t  p r o d u c e d  th ro u g h o u t  the 
C h u r c h  a w a ve  o f  C h r i s t i a n  g e n e ro s i ty  never since 
s u rp a s s e d  o r  e q u a l l e d .  M a n y  s la t  es accepted  Jesus 
C h r i s t  as L o r d ,  a n d  to  s u p p l y  t h e i r  tem p o ra l  needs 
t h e  b r e t h r e n  w h o  w e re  c o m f o r t a b ly  p laced  sold all 
t h e i r  possess io ns  a n d  la id  th e  p ro ce ed s  at  the feet 
o f  t h e  ap o s t le s .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  w as  th e n  m ade unto 
ev ery  m a n  as h e  h a d  n e ed .

B es ides  th is ,  s u p p l i e s  w e re  s e n t  to  those who were 
e v a n g e l i z in g  a f a r  off,  a n d  b r o t h e r l y  love has never 
r e a c h e d  s u c h  a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  in  th e  Church, al
t h o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l  C h r i s t i a n s  h a v e  since then em
b r a c e d  th e  s a m e  level o f  c o n s e c r a t io n  of  life and 
p r o p e r ty .  T h e  e a r ly  b e l ie v e r s  r e a l i z e d  th a t  precious 
sou ls  w e re  g o i n g  o u t  i n t o  e t e r n a l  da rkness ,  without 
G o d  a n d  w i t h o u t  h o p e ,  a n d ,  w i t h  a b u rn in g  love 
fo r  Jesus th e  C ru c i f ie d ,  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  an  all-out 
e f fo r t  to  save  a l l  th e y  c o u ld .

A f t e r  tw o  t h o u s a n d  yea rs  o f  lo n g -su ffe r in g  on the 
p a r t  o f  o u r  L o r d ,  w h o  is n o t  w i l l i n g  th a t  any should 
p e r i s h ,  it is s u re ly  in  o r d e r  fo r  a l l  C hris t ians ,  what
ev e r  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  m a y  d o ,  to  emphasize as 
n e v e r  b e fo r e  th e  fac t  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  c o u l d  come any 
m o m e n t  no w .  T h e  g e t t i n g  a n d  h o l d i n g  of property 
a n d  possessions,  t h e  d e s i re  o f  a l l  w h o  h ave  no t  been 
to  C a lv a ry  a n d  P e n te c o s t ,  is o u t  o f  p lace  altogether 
for a n y o n e  w h o  w ishes  to  m e e t  t h e  co m ing  Lord 
jo y fu l  a n d  u n a s h a m e d .

H u n g e r  fo r  H i s  a p p e a r i n g  is b e t t e r  than all 
o t h e r  s a t i s fac t io n s !  C u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  soul in grace 
is g r e a t e r  t h a n  a l l  r iches!  L o v e  n e i t h e r  the world 
n o r  its th in g s!  Set y o u r  a f fe c t io n s  o n  the things 
ab ove!  T h e  L o r d  c o m e th !  T h e  t im e  is uncertain! 
B u t  it m i g h t  b e  to d a y .  H a l l e l u j a h ,  H e  is coming!

Th er e  a r e  m a n y  t o d a y  w h o  have gods 
t h a t  w i l l  fa i l  t h e m  i n  th e i r  t im e  of great
es t  need .  To  the  scho lar  i t  m i g h t  he ( n  
t e l l ec tua l  pr id e ;  to the  b t i s inessman it 
m i g h t  he m o n e y ;  a n d  to th e  you n g  ver
son  i t  m i g h t  be  p o p u l a r i t y .  These  afford 
o n l y  a  m e a s u r e  of  i m m e d i a t e  joy.  Let  
C h r i s t  b e  th e  L o r d  o f  y o u r  l ife.  He is 
t h e  s a m e  y e s t e r d a y ,  tod a y ,  a n d  forever,  —Selected,
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M I
By W. T. PURKISER

/ /"The Fringe Benefits of Christmas
David R ead  has  s p o k e n  o f  “ th e  f r in g e  b e n e f i t s  ol 

Christmas." ft is a p h r a s e  p ic k e d  u p  f ro m  m o d e r n  
life and a p p l ie d  to  t h e  m i r a c l e  o f  t h e  ages, th e  
incarnation of th e  S o n  o f  (fo il .

Fringe benef i ts  fo rm  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  c o n 
temporary e c o n o m ic  life. T h e s e  a r e  t h e  i n d i r e c t  
values in a g iven  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e  f r in g e  b e n e f i t s  
of a particular p o s i t i o n  in  i n d u s t r y  o r  b u s in e ss  m a y  
include such i tem s  as a p e n s io n  o n  r e t i r e m e n t ,  h o s 
pitalization, p a i d  v a c a t io n s ,  life  in s u r a n c e ,  p a i d  sick 
leave, and severance  pay.

Many people  t e n d  to  t a k e  f r in g e  b e n e f i t s  l igh t ly .  
They sometimes o p e r a t e  o n  th e  p r in c  ip le  t h a t  th e  
bird in the h a n d  is w o r t h  tw o  in  t h e  b u s h ,  a n d  
the extra d o l la r  in  t h e  p a y c h e c k  is w o r t h  tw o  in th e  
form of ind irec t  o r  d e f e r r e d  p a y m e n t s .

The p ru d e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a lw ays  w e ig h  th e  f r in g e  
benefits. T h e y  rea l iz e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  f u tu r e .  
They are ab le  to  p l a n  b e y o n d  to d a y  a n d  p r o v id e  
for tomorrow.

Not till w o rk e rs  i n  o u r  soc ie ty  rece iv e  f r in g e  
benefits in th e  o r d i n a r y  u sag e  o f  th e  te rm .  T h e  
self-employed o r  th o s e  w o r k i n g  o n ly  by  th e  h o u r  
may be d e p r iv e d  o f  m a n y  su c h  c o l l a t e r a l  v a lues .  
But it is safe to  say t h a t  an y  w o r k  w o r t h  d o i n g  
carries some sort  o f  r e m u n e r a t i o n  w h i c h  c a n n o t  be  
measured m ere ly  in  t e r m s  o f  t h e  ca sh  in v o lv e d .

JUST AS T H E R E  A R E  f r in g e  b e n e f i t s  in  w o rk ,  
there are ‘‘fringe b e n e f i t s ’’ in  C h r i s tm a s .  T h e  “ take- 
home pay” of C h r i s tm a s ,  if  o n e  m a y  so sp e ak ,  is of  
course the g ood  n ew s  o f  r e d e m p t i o n  in  C h r is t .

Included is th e  fo rg iv e n es s  o f  sins. T h e  a n g e l ’s 
word to Joseph was, “ T h o u  s h a l t  ca l l  h is  n a m e  
JESUS: for he  sh a l l  save  h is  p e o p l e  f ro m  t h e i r  s in s ’’ 
(Matthew 1:21).

Included also is h o l in e s s  o f  h e a r t  a n d  life, fo r  
this birth, like t h a t  o f  J o h n  t h e  B a p t is t ,  w h i c h  p r e 
ceded it, was th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  a n  a n c ie n t  p ro m is e :  
'The oath w h ic h  h e  sw are  to  o u r  f a t h e r  A b r a h a m ,  
that he would  g r a n t  u n t o  us, th a t  we b e i n g  d e l i v 
ered out of the  h a n d  o f  o u r  e n e m ie s  m i g h t  serve  
him without fear ,  in  h o l in e s s  a n d  r ig h te o u s n e s s  
before him, all t h e  d ays  o f  o u r  l i f e ’’ ( L u k e  1:73-75) .

Beyond the  “ t a k e - h o m e  p a y ” t h e r e  a r e  a n u m b e r  
of "fringe b e n e f i t s ” in  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  th e  S a v io u r .  
Not only do  m u l t i t u d e s  in o u r  d a y  fa i l  ter a c ce p t  
the "take-home p a y " ;  th e y  a re  a lso  u t t e r l y  i g n o r a n t  
of the fringe b e n ef i ts .

JVhat m any  d o  n o t  see is t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  l i g h t

we f in d  in  th e  d a rk n e s s  o f  o u r  d a y  is “ in d i r e c t  
l i g h t i n g ” f ro m  th a t  t r u e  L ig h t  w h ic h  l i g h te th  every  
m a n .  A f te r  all  is sa id  a n d  d o n e ,  f re e d o m  a n d  
d e m o cra c y  a r e  c r e a t e d  a n d  c o n se rv e d  by th e  va lues  
best t a u g h t  by  Jesus, w h o  was b o r n  in B e th le h e m  
a lm o s t  tw e n ty  c e n tu r i e s  ago.

T h e re  has  n e v e r  b e e n  a t r u e  d e m o c ra c y  a n y w h e re  
w h ic h  d i d  n o t  h a v e  its roo ts ,  d i r e c t ly  o r  in d i re c t ly ,  
in  t h e  r e l ig io n  of  t h e  B ib le .  T h e  d e m o c ra c ie s  of  
a n c i e n t  G re e ce  a n d  R o m e  w e re  b u i l t  o n  a  va st  s lave 
socie ty  in  w h ic h  m i l l i o n s  of  h u m a n  b e in g s  w e re  
n o t h i n g  b u t  p ieces  o f  p r o p e r ty .

H I S T O R Y  W AS R E B O R N  w h e n  C h r i s t  cam e. 
N e w s p a p e r s  to d a y  m a y  fill t h e i r  p ag e s  w i t h  a t ta ck s  
o n  e v e r y th in g  C h r i s t  a n d  H is  g o sp e l  s t a n d  for, yet 
in  th e  d a t e  t h a t  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  to p  of  e a c h  p a g e  all  
m e n  u n c o n s c io u s ly  re co g n ize  th e  e v e n t  w h i c h  d i 
v ides  t h e  c e n tu r i e s  i n to  b . c .  a n d  a . d . ,  t h e  b i r t h  o f  
Jesus.

T h e  g r e a t  r e fo rm s  t h a t  h a v e  d o n e  so m u c h  to  
so f ten  th e  h a rs h n e s s  o f  m a n ’s i n h u m a n i t y  to  m a n  
h a v e  n o t  g e n e r a l ly  b e e n  s t a r t e d  by a th e is ts  a n d  
h u m a n i s t s .  T h e y  h a v e  c o m e  f ro m  h e a r t s  t o u c h e d  
by a love  o f  C o d  th a t  h a d  to  f in d  ex p re s s io n  in  love 
for  m a n .

T h e  m a i n  b u s in e ss  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  e r a  has  b e e n  p r o c l a i m i n g  th e  g o o d  new s 
o f  s a lv a t io n  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t .  B u t  a m o n g  its b y 
p r o d u c t s  h a v e  b e e n  h o s p i ta l s ,  schools,  o r p h a n a g e s ,  
a n d  h o m e s  for  the  d e s t i t u t e  a n d  aged.

C h r i s tm a s  m e a n s  C h r is t ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  
m e a n t  in  h i s to ry  in  a d d i t i o n  to  p e r s o n a l  s a lv a t io n  
m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a m o n g  th e  “ f r in g e  b e n e f i t s ” of  
B e t h l e h e m ’s m a n g e r - c r a d le .  A  C h r is t  less C h r i s tm a s ,  
if su c h  w e re  poss ib le ,  w o u l d  b e  l ike  c o u n te r f e i t  
m o n e y .  I t  m i g h t  h a v e  th e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  b u t  n o  v a lu e .

L.et us p u t  f i rs t  a n d  c e n t r a l  d u r i n g  th is  season  th e  
d i r e c t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  v a lu es  in  t h e  c o m in g  o f  H i m  
w h o  ga v e  H is  life  as o u r  r a n s o m  f ro m  sin. A n d  le t  
us  b e  g r a t e f u l  fo r  t h e  “ f r in g e  b e n e f i t s ” w e  also 
rece iv e  t h r o u g h  H i m .  “ H e  t h a t  s p a r e d  n o t  his  o w n  
Son, b u t  d e l iv e r e d  h i m  u p  fo r  us all,  h o w  sh a l l  h e  
n o t  w i th  h i m  also  frec lv  g ive  us a ll  th in g s ? ” ( R o 
m a n s  S:32)
Content or Contentious

T h e  p i ty  ol so m a n y  w h o  c la im  t h e  n a m e  of  
C h r is t  today is t h a t  th e y  a re  c o n te n t io u s  r a t h e r  th a n  
c o n te n te d .  T h ey  w o u l d  “ e a rn e s t ly  c o n t e n d  fo r  th e  
f a i t h ” a t  th e  d r o p  o f  a h a t .  Yet w h a t  th e y  c o n t e n d  
for, all  to o  o f te n ,  is fa r  s h o r t  o f  “ th e  f a i th  . . . o n c e
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d e l iv e r e d  u n t o  th e  sa in ts "  ( J u d e  .-5) .
T h i s  is seen m o s t  c lear ly  in  th e  s p i r i t  w i th  w h ich  

they  c o n te n d .  'T h e r e  is a  b i t t e rn e s s  b o r n  o f  basic  
i n s e c u r i ty  in  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n .  T h e y  la sh  o u t  w i th  
the  b l i n d  u n r e a s o n  th e  n a t u r a l  m a n  show s w h e n  his  
f o u n d a t i o n s  a re  t h r e a te n e d .  T h e v  c o n t e n d  for  fa i th  
w i th  a h u m a n  le a r  th a t  d e n ie s  th e  very  m e a n i n g  ol 
fa i th .

O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e re  is a lo y a l ty  to  t r u t h  a n d  
r i g h t  t h a t  is b o r n  o f  i n n e r  se ren i ty .  I n  th e  a re a  of  
p e rs o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  it does  n o t  n e e d  to  a r g u e  b e 
cause  it  c a n  w itness.  Its basis is th e  s t ro n g  c o n v ic 
t io n  th a t ,  w h i le  evil m a y  seem  to  h a v e  a t e m p o r a r y  
a d v a n ta g e ,  in  th e  e n d  it is se l f -d es truc t ive .  As 
J a m e s  R u sse l l  L o w e l l  d e sc r ib e d  it:

T r u t h  f o r e v e r  o n  t he  s ca f f ol d .
W r o n g  f o r e v e r  on t he  t h r o n e —

Y et  t ha t  s c af f o l d  s ways  t h e  f u t u r e .
A n d ,  b e h i n d  t h e  d i m  u n k n o w n .

S t a n d e t h  G o d  -wi thin t he  s h a d o w ,
K e e p i n g  w a t c h  a b o v e  his  o w n .

H e r e  is th e  f o u n d a t i o n  for  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  c o n 
t e n tm e n t .  W e  m a y  w i t h  g r e a t e r  e f fec t iv eness  c o n 
t e n d  fo r  th e  fa i th  if we a re  c o n t e n t e d  w i th  it 
ourse lves ,  a n d  n o t  c o n t e n t i o u s  a b o u t  i t  in  such  a 
p e rv e rse  w ay  as to  d e n y  its ve rv  m e a n in g .
On Being Friendly

T h e  ta lk  a r o u n d  th e  c a m p  m e e t i n g  b r e a k f a s t  
t a b le  d r i f t e d  to  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  th e  a p p a r e n t  u n 
f r i e n d l in e s s  o f  th e  c h u r c h  t o w a r d  its v is i to rs .  A l 
m o s t  ev e ry o n e  h a d  so m e  e x p e r i e n c e  a l o n g  th is  l in e  
to  re la te .

O n e  y o u n g  w o m a n  to ld  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  r e a c 
t i o n  w h e n  h e  f irs t  a t t e n d e d  a C h u r c h  o f  t h e  N a z a 
rene .  H e  c a m e  f ro m  a n o t h e r  re l ig io u s  b a c k g r o u n d .  
H is  f i rs t  c o n ta c t  w i th  th e  N a / a r e n e s  was in  a la rge  
m id w e s t  city. T he  m e m b e r s  w e re  so f r i e n d ly  a n d  
s ee m e d  so in te re s te d  in h im ,  h e  m a d e  a m e n t a l  n o te  
to  see m o r e  o f  th e se  p e o p le .

H is  n e x t  c o n ta c t  was w i t h  a s m a l le r  c h u rc h ,  a n d  
h e re  h e  f o u n d  h im s e l f  a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  ig n o re d .  
N o  o n e  sp o k e  to  h im .  H e  c o u ld  h a v e  jus t  as well

b e e n  q u i t e  inv is ib le -, for  an v  ev idence  that anyone 
k n e w  h e  was th e re .

H is  r e a c t io n  was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  H e  decided he 
w o u ld  f in d  a n o t h e r  c h u rc h .  B u t  before  he did, he 
t h o u g h t  lie w o u l d  g ive  th e  C h u r c h  of the Nazarene 
o n e  m o r e  trv.

T he  t h i r d  visit .  lo t  i n n a t e l y .  conlirntecl his first 
im p re s s io n .  A g a in  h e  f o u n d  tin interested and 
f r i e n d ly  p e o p le .  H e  c o n t i n u e d  to  a t te n d  this third 
c h u rc h ,  was c o n v e r t e d  a n d  sanctif ied ,  and latet 
b e c a m e  a m e m b e r .

In  t e l l in g  th e  s tory,  h is  w i le  said,  " Ju st  think ltotv 
close h e  c a m e  to  b e in g  lost to  the  C hurch  of the 
N a / a r e n e  bv th e  u n f r i e n d l in e s s  ol one congrega
t io n ."

W'HT.RTA KR W K  L IV K , a n d  in whatever size 
c h u r c h  we w o rs h ip ,  t h e re  is food  for thought here. 
P e o p le ,  we t h in k ,  s h o u l d  b e  in te re s te d  enough irt 
C o d  a n d  s a lv a t io n  to  co m e  to c h u rc h  regardless of 
th e  h u m a n  fac to rs  in v o lv ed .  B u t  th e  facts are, the 
love a n d  c o n c e r n  o f  C o d  fo r  th e  souls of men and 
w o m e n  has  to  be  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by His people be- 
lo re  it m a k e s  m u c h  o f  a n  im p re s s io n  on those out
side.

T h e  B ib le  s t a n d a r d  fo r  C h r i s t i a n  conduct is so 
s im p le  th a t  m a n v  h a v e  m issed  it. It is the principle 
t h a t  as C o d  has  t i e a t e d  us, so we should  treat 
o th e rs .  I t  a p p l ie s  n o t  only in th e  s i tua t ions  where 
th e re  is s t r a in  a n d  t e n s io n — th e  n e ed  for forgive
ness. It a lso  a p p l i e s  to  th e  m o t e  ge ne ra l  relation
sh ip s  o f  l i fe—s h o w in g  in te re s t  a n d  concern. Chris
t i a n  lo v e  g ro w s  by th e  g iv in g  a n d  n o t  getting.

I t  till b o i ls  clown to  th e  t r u t h  o f  th e  statement, 
“ A  m a n  th a t  h a t h  f r i e n d s  m u s t  shew  him self  friend
ly" (Prov e rb s  18:2-1). " M a k e  to  yourselves  friends," 
s a id  J e s u s —in  a s e t t i n g  w h i c h  show s th a t  human 
v a lu es  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  s ilver  a n d  gold.

Lew if  any h a v e  ev e r  b e e n  w o n  to  th e  Lord who 
h a v e  n o t  firs t  b e e n  w o n  to  so m e  o f  C o d 's  people. 
'I he  c h i l l  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  m u s t  g ive way to the glow 
o f  s in c e re  in t e r e s t  if o u r  c h u r c h e s  a r c  to  fulfill their 
d e s t in e  in  t h e  w o r ld .

THE CHURCH AT WORK

WORLD MISSIONS
F. S. P H IL L I P S .  S e c r e t a r y

Moving Missionaries
Rev. and  Mrs. Fred Forster are in 

J a p a n  for the ir  first term. T h e i r  a d 
dress is 2301 Karuizawa Machi, Nagano 
Ken, Japan .

Rev. and Mrs. Darrell Spoon, home on 
fu rlough from G uatemala , are living at 
807 Cedar St., P leasant Hil l,  Missouri.

Dr. and  Mrs. W illiam  Sedat arc  on

furlough from G uatemala . T h e i r  a d 
dress is 0355 No. Oak. T e m p le  Gitv, 
California.

Rev. and  Mrs. George Havse, in 
Africa, are moving in a few weeks to 
Mondeor,  Box 70, Johannesburg . R e 
public of South  Africa.

Needed: Outdated "Nu-Vu" 
M aterials

Rev. Paul W ire of Italy  has requested 
any o u tda ted  X u - V n  backgrounds and 
figures tha t  local churches can send

him. T h e v  are just getting Sunday 
schools started in many of their 
churches in Italy  and  have no Sunday 
school materials  available, in the Italian 
language. W ith  the X u - J ’u materials 
the teachers  can tell the Bible stories 
in the ir  own language to the boys and 
girls.

T h is  is a new venture , as the people 
are not used to Sunday schools in Italy. 
Most churches do not have them. He 
will be grateful for any of these Nu-Vu 
materials  th a t  the  churches can send.
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Hail them to:
Rev. Paul \V. Wire 
Via Miccinesi 5 /D  
Florence 7, Italv

Send as “P r in ted  M a t te r :  no value."
With Our African Youth

The hostel provides a g reat o p p o r 
tunity to work with the younger A fr i
cans. A few weeks ago one of the boys 
from the Swaziland T ea ch e r  T ra in in g  
College and a m em ber of a gospel q u a r 
tet was under conviction. He left school 
during the day "sick," and  re tu rned  to 
the hostel, where he went to the prayer 
room. Dining evening devotions with 
the students af ter supper.  I heard  loud 
praying coming from the p rayer room 
and knew that some of the boys had 
gone there instead of coming to devo
tions. Soon he found forgiveness for his 
sins, and after prayers h e  told rue of 
the experience. He m ade rest itution 
for his sins and soon was a changed 
boy. Pray for these hoys.

We Are Moving Ahead
By  D O NALD HEEDWe arc Tuning a good year lu re in 

Lebanon. It seems to me to be the 
best year since we re tu rned .  We have 
a fine increase in the day school (from 
120 to 170), have started the k in d e r 
garten class in Sin-cl-fiI with 25 s tu 
dents, and have a good g ro up  in the 
Bible school. T h e  churches arc doing 
fairly well. O ur new work in an area 
called Jededieh is very promising. T h e re  
are some really converted people  in the 
area and no evangelical church. W e 
often have around forty adu lts  in the 
morning service and  about the same for 
prayer meeting. T h e  Bible school s tu 
dents have set 2,000 Gospels of John as 
their goal in the d is t r ibu tion  program. 
It looks like they arc going to reach 
their goal. T h e  people of the  churches 
have been helping them.

Revival Fires Burn 
in Swaziland

By MARGARET BEDW ELL  
S w a z i la n d

We are in the midst of a revival in 
which my husband is the  speaker. We 
have four meetings a day, three with the 
school children and one in the evening, 
God is blessing and there seems to be a 
real move in the school. Africa can be 
saved only hv a m ighty  o u tp o u r in g  of 
the Holy Spirit. W e m u s t  save o u r  
children and young people. So please 
pray for us.

One woman came to the a l ta r  and 
confessed that she had  stolen clothes 
from her employer. She said God had 
spoken to her and she was going to make 
it right with this person. T h e  n ex t  day 
she came again to the a l ta r  and  said 
she had gone to this person. Satan had 
tried to hinder her b u t  she said, “Jesus 
was there." She had  confessed and  her 
employer had forgiven her. H er  face 
was radiant, for she really h ad  gotten

through. T h i s  lias been repeated many 
limes these last few (lavs as people re
pent and make th ings right.  Surely this 
is a sign of coming revival! Pray for us!

Baptismal Service
B y  B O Y D  SK IN N ER , C h i l eIn the af te rnoon, af ter  a m orn ing  of 

worship and  p rayer an d  fasting, we 
journeyed  to the L luta  River in two 
p ickup  trucks to adm in is ter  the sacra
ment of baptism to seventeen of o u r  
faithful believers. Some of these h a \e  
been a t tend in g  o u r  sen  ices for ten 
years, one for n in e  months, hut all have 
passed the approval of the church 
hoard; so with re joic ing they went u n 
der the waters of baptism. Some a t tend 
the Asbury Chapel;  others  a t tend  First 
C hurch  in Arica—all are one in Christ.

A n d  a  N e w  
B u n . d in t . P r o j e c t  i n  C h a c a

O u r  one-room chapel in Chaca Valley 
was built  in 1957. I t  is called the Miller 
Memorial, dedicated to two good friends 
who sacrificed to build  it. Dur ing  the 
years since 1957 we have felt the need 
of rooms for Sunday school an d  vacation 
Bible school, as well as a place to stav 
when we \is i t  the valley for services. 
T h e  construction of this addition  was 
m ade possible by the Wincheste r, I n 
d iana, C hurch  of the Nazarene.

In the early p a r t  of 1904, with six 
young  men and  B ro ther Correa, o u r  
Sunday school super in tenden t  a t  Juan 
Noe First Church, we traveled to the 
valley to hau l  m u d  bricks an d  stones 
to begin the construction. W e spent 
three days moving  the bricks. After 
each d ay ’s hot, dusty  work we h ad  a 
good d ip  in the “ Ole Swimming Hole,” 
a pool that was fed by a spring. Each 
weekday we shared a good noon meal 
together .

Finally the main  p a r t  of the bui ld ing  
was completed. B ro ther and  Sister Ira 
T ay lo r  came with us to see the work 
an d  to hold services in the chapel.  W e 
have a regu la r  Sunday school going 
there now, and preaching as often as 
we can get down there. T h e re  are many 
spiritually  needy people in this Chaca 
Valley.

SERVICEMEN'S 
COMMISSION

P A U L  SK ILES, D irec to r
MEET OUR CHAPLAINS 

M a j o r  C l i f ford  £. Keys,  Jr.
Born 1 July , 1928, B urbank ,  Cali- 

fornia, the  son of a Nazarene minister.  
He ea rned  le tters  in athletics in both 
ju n io r  an d  senior high. Cliff received 
an A.B. from Eastern Nazarene College, 
an d  then came to Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, from which he received a B.D. 
in 1953. His pastoral work includes two 
years at a com m unity  church in W hite  
Cloud, Kansas, while  a t tend ing  seminary.

He began his military  career in J a n 
uary, 1951. Dur ing  his tou r  as chaplain  
with  the 101st A irborne Division, he 
entered his amazing “ ju m p in g ” days— 
with a total to da te  of 314 parachute 
jum ps  (mili tary  and  sky-diving) . C h a p 
lain Keys spent one year in Japan , and 
a recent duty  assignment was with the 
Mil itary  Advisory G ro up  in Korea, 1962 
to 1963. He is now assistant staff c h a p 
lain. Headquarters.  Army Materiel C o m 
m and ,  at the  Pentagon.

T h e  Keyses live in Alexandria, Vir
ginia; and  he and wife, Lois, and  their  
ch ildren—Debbie, nine; Michael, eight; 
a n d  Kelly, six—attend  First Church, 
Washington, D.C.

Pushing Pencils and 
Shuffling Papers

Mv first n ine and  one-half years in 
the U.S. Army chapla incy were ideal. I 
enjoyed every day of my work with  the 
para trooper  units  to which 1 had  been 
assigned. Getting  u p  at 2:00 a.m. for a 
p a rach u te  maneuver;  breaking the ice 
in my steel helmet to shave; slogging 
th rough  the m u d  on a twenty-five mile 
hike; shooting the breeze with men 
rank in g  from private to general—these 
ro u tine  episodes provided unl im ited  o p 
portunit ies  for a f ru i tfu l  min is try and  I 
loved it!

T h e n  it happened. I received orders 
in Korea s ta ting that ,  upon  my re turn  
to the States, I was being assigned as 
the Assistant Staff C haplain  at H ead 
quarters ,  United  States Army Materiel 
Com m and  in W ashington, D.C.

Instead of wearing fatigues and  boots 
every day, my daily duty  unifo rm  would  
be blouse with tie. Instead of working 
in the field with the troops, I would  be 
s it t ing at a desk p u s h in g  a penc i l  a n d  
s h u f f l i n g  papers .

My init ia l reaction was one of a p p re 
hension an d  d isappoin tm ent.  In  ten 
more years I m ight  be ready to settle 
down to a desk jo b —b u t—not yet!

After surviving a year in the ad m in 
istrative game, my outlook has been 
changed 180 degrees. My feelings must 
be akin to those of o u r  minis ters  who 
move from the pastorate to an “office 
j o b ” at o u r  denom inational  h ea d q u a r 
ters. I have learned tha t  the pencil can
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wield a t iemendous in fluence by im 
posing parameters  and establishing re 
quirements. T o  approach m ax im um  
effectiveness, any organization must 
have continuity. T h e  directives and 
guidance disseminated by any h e a d 
quarters  or business, dep ar tm en t  of the 
army, or the church, provide tha t  con
tinuity. I t  is sobering to realize that 
the things you wri te  will e i ther help  
or h in d e r  the work of indiv iduals  and 
groups whom y o u  may never meet. 
Their success or defeat, their  progress 

or floundering, their coopera tion or i n 
dependence, their con tr ibutions or p a ra 
sitism, all that they do—or fail to do— 
will he rela ted to the endless parade  of 
paperwork tha t  marches across your 
desk, and  passes in review before your 
eyes. Enterprising  business has trans
lated those principles into  increasing 
profits and decreasing losses.

W e arc also in business—the business 
of bring ing  God to men, and  men to 
God. O u r  profit  and  loss ledgers do not 
portray costly, obsolete inventories 01 
fast-selling commodities, b u t  ra th e r  the 
spir itual status of immortal souls.

As I spend hours  por ing  over graphs, 
com put ing  statistical deviations, review
ing the analyzing program im p lem en ta 
tion, and  writing  guidance directives, I 
sometimes question the investment of my 
time—b u t  not for long!

Benjamin  Franklin said he could con
q u e r  the world  with twenty-six soldiers 
—the alphabet.  W e can win the world 
for the Master with the same army!

C l i f f o r d  E. K e y s , J r .
U n i te d  State  A r m y  Chaplain

GENERAL INTERESTS
Guatemala-EI Salvador 

Council Meeting
T h e  fort ie th annua l  council meeting 

of the  Guatemala-El Salvador District 
got u n d e r  way 011 last October 13. From 
the m orn ing  chapel service to the last 
bit  of business, each day was marked by 
a gracious spir it  of uni ty  and coopera
tion.

God met with us daily as we gathered 
in the small chapel. Midst tears of joy 
we searched o ur  hearts, renewed our 
determ ination , anil broadened o u r  vision 
as the Holy Spiri t quietly  taught  us 
again the way of the Cross.

El Salvador, o u r  new field, became 
more than a nam e as the Larry Bryants 
gave their  report . W e must go now 
with men and  money in to  this new field, 
giving them the Christ. As a mission 
council, we claim El Salvador for God 
and  holiness.

Rev. James Hudson and  Rev. Federico 
Guille rmo each received a unanim ous  
vote to the office of council president 
and district super in tenden t  respectively. 
Bro ther Guille rmo begins his second 
year as nat ional  district super intendent.

Each missionary accepted his s ta t ion 
ing with an a t t i tud e  of "T h is  is God's 
will for m e—I will do my best."— 
C h a r l e s  R. C h il d r e s s ,  R eporte r .

Argentina Council Meets
The Argentina Missionary Council met 

in the newly completed Bible school 
building, in Buenos Aires, on October 
28. Members  present were: Dr. and
Mrs. John Cochran, Rev. and  Mrs. S p u r 
geon Hendrix, Dorothy Ahleman. Rev. 
and Mrs. Don Crenshaw, Rev. and  Mrs. 
Paul Say, Rev. T ho m as  Ainscough, and 
Rev. and Mrs. N orm an Howerton.

A beautiful spir it  of love, harmony, 
and  concent for the Kingdom work was 
manifested in both the devotional and 
the business sessions. Plans are being 
made to en te r  the new area of Santa Et
as soon as possible. T h e re  are many 
open doors.

“T h e  greatest need of the h o u r ,” ac
cording to District S uper in tenden t  Joh n  
Cochran, "is for more national workers. 
W e could  open  new work almost any 
where if there were workers."

Join us in p raving tha t  the Master will 
send forth more laborers  into  the h a r 
vest fields of Argentina.—N o r m a n  H o w 
e r t o n , R eporter .

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES
Alabama District 

Preachers' and Wives' Retreat
T h e  an n ua l  district preachers' and 

wires’ re treat was held  November 3 to 5 
at C am p Sumatanga, near O neonta , 
Alabama, with Dr. and  Mrs. Edward 
I.awlor as the special workers.

Mr. Elvin Hicks represented o u r  P u b 
lishing House: Rev. Dean Wessels, the 
D epar tm en t of Ministerial Benevolence: 
and  Rev. Bill Anderson presented the 
interests of Trevecca Nazarene College.

T hose  present will long rem em ber 
how Cod came in real revival a tmos
phere. in the singing, in the fellowship, 
and  in the worship . T h r o u g h o u t  the 
retreat, o u r  souls writ- li fted by the  mes
sages of Dr. I.awlor to the preachers, 
and Mrs. Lawlor to the wives.

An old  camp meeting  a tm osphere p re 
vailed as Distr ict Super in tenden t  Ree- 
ford Chaney an d  Rev. Roy McKinney 
b rought the m orn ing  devotionals, and 
Mrs. Ruby  Mil ler and  Rev. G. W. Ball 
led in the fireside services.

T h ro u g h  the leadership and organiza
tion of o u r  good district super in tenden t  
this was one of the best district retreats 
we have had  —J .  W. ( B i l l ) L a n c a s t e r , 
R eporte r .

North Dakota Workers' 
Convention

T h e  N orth  Dakota District workers' 
convention convened a t  First C hurch, 
Dickinson, on October 26, with a very 
fine at tendance. All b u t  three pastors  
a t tended  the convention.

Dr. J. T .  Gassett, special speaker, was 
indeed used of God. His messages were 
timelv, educational, spir itual,  an d  most 
inspir ing.

Rev. Harry  F. T ap l in ,  o u r  dedicated 
district super in tendent ,  challenged all of 
us to face o ur  task by prayer and  fasting, 
m aking new contacts, and  with a district 
p rogram  designed to inspire.

T h e  missionary interests were p re 
sented by the district N.W.M.S. p res i
dent,  Mrs. H arry  T a p l in ;  the  young

people's interests, by District President 
Runyon; and th e  church school work, 
In District C ha irm an  W ilbur Dodson. 
Each one h ad  a well-prepared, challeng
ing program.

Pastor an d  people of the Dickinson 
church counted  it a privilege to enter
tain the convention.—V e r n o n  H. Wil
l a r d ,  R ep o r te r .

Abilene District 
Laymen's Retreat

T h e  Holy Spiri t ano in ted  the ministry 
of o u r  newest general superintendent, 
Dr. George Coulter , as he spoke to the 
second an n ua l  laymen's retreat of the 
Abilene District.

As we met at C am p  Arrowhead on the 
first weekend of October, our vision was 
en larged and  o u r  passion for souls inten
sified as Dr. C oulter  challenged us to 
embrace the total p rogram  of the Church 
of the Nazarene.  In the times of open 
discussion each layman present seemed 
to he challenged by the consecration and 
d ep th  of devotion of o ther laymen.

H om e missions, foreign missions, local 
church  needs, district needs—all blended 
together in to  one great task of reaching 
the lost as Dr. C ou lter  probed our inner
most thoughts. T h e  Church of the Naz
arene has been s trengthened as a result 
of this retreat. I t  is no surprise that 
ou r  district is developing a permanent 
p rogram  for an an n u a l  laymen’s retreat. 
—R ep o r te r .

New Church Organizations 
Reported

Swayzee, Ind iana ,  August 16, 1964. 
Rev. Carlson Goliiher,  pastor.-Paul 
Tpdike ,  distr ict  sup er in tend en t .

M other Lode Church, Amador Coun
ty. California . September 20, 1964. Rev. 
Rona ld  Grabke, pastor.—Kenneth Vogt, 
distr ict  s u p e r in te n d e n t .

THE LOCAL CHURCHES
St . A l o l s t i n e , F l o r id a —First Church 

rccentlv enjoyed a wonderful revival in 
which God graciously came upon the 
people u n d e r  the Spirit-anointed preach
ing of Dr. John L. Knight. There were 
defini te  victories at the altar, with six 
new members  added  to the church. We 
apprecia ted  the fine special singing of 
Mr. and  Mrs. James Carmickle. The 
presence and  blessing of the Lord linger 
with us.—W. B l a i n e  D o d d , Pastor.

S p a r t a , T e n n e s s e e  —Evangelist Joe 
Bishop was recently used of the Lord 
to p rom ote  a revival in our church. 
B ro ther Bishop is an old-fashioned 
preacher; loves C od  and  loves people. 
O u r  people were inspired by his mes
sages 011 holiness. O u r  Sunday school 
showed a good increase in attendance 
and  o u r  folks have been drawn closer 
to the Lord. W e  praise God for His 
blessings and  for definite victories.— 
I . i i .l i a n  W i l l i a m s , Pastor.

C o u n c i l . I d a h o —Evangelist Howard 
Mansfield was truly Cod's  man for the 
h o u r  in o u r  fall revival. T h e  Lord used 
him graciously in o u r  midst; prayers 
were answered an d  victories won. Fif
teen souls sought God at the altar, and 
m any  others  were helped. Four of these
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2:14

Season's Greetings
to all

from International Headquarters 
and the Nazarene Publishing House

were saved for the first time, and  two 
were teen-agers saved th ro u gh  the S un
day school. One complete family found 
new spiritual victory. On the special 
Sunday school night we had  sixty p res
ent-more than the yearly average S u n 
day school attendance. W e th an k  God 
for the ministry of B ro ther  Mansfield 
with u s- R o l a n d  M. B e c k e r ,  Pastor.

Mild ro w , O k l a h o m a  -  O u r  church 
had a profitable fall revival with  E van 
gelist W. E. Clark. He carried  a b urden  
for souls, and preached with the a n o in t 
ing of the Spirit. A n u m b e r  of souls 
found the Lord as Saviour a n d /o r  Sane 
tifier, and a fine young m arried  couple 
was received into church membership . 
We thank the Lord for His blessings 
upon the work here.—J a m e s  M. S t e w a r t , 
Pastor.

St. Marys, O h i o —First Church  had  a 
very profitable fall revival with Rev. 
A. W. McQueen of Oklahom a as the 
evangelist. God honored his Sp i r i t - 
anointed messages, giving seekers in a l 
most every service. We have recently 
laundied a $75,000 b u i ld ing  program, 
for a new sanctuary, with full basement,  
with plans to convert the  p resen t  church 
building into an educational unit .  D u r 
ing the past year o u r  people have given 
over $11,000 in cash for the new b u i ld 
ing. We are now' completing  six years 
with this church, dur in g  which time o u r  
people have paid off the  indebtedness 
on the present church b u i ld ing  an d  a n 
nex, also over one-half of the deb t  on 
the parsonage. O ur  people are  u n i ted  
and God is blessing.—O. V. M e w b u o r n , 
Pastor.

Freeport, T e x a s —Recently o u r  church  
closed a most gracious revival with Rev. 
Mrs. Emma Irick as the evangelist. God 
blessed in giving forty seekers a t  the 
altar, and a class of six new members  
received into the church, all by p ro 
fession of faith. Mrs. I l ick ’s wonderful 
messages on holiness con tinue  to be a 
blessing to our people.—R .  E a r e  C o t t o n , 
Pastor.

Evangelist Daniel Stafford writes: 
"Due to a change of pastors, I have a 
choice date open in April of ’65. Shall 
be glad to slate the time as the Ford  may 
lead. Write me, Box 11, Bethany, O kla 
homa 73008.”

Moose J a w , Sa s k a t c h e w a n , C a n a d a — 
Tears, heart-searching, conviction, and  
encouragement were results of a moving 
of the Holy Spirit in o u r  m idst u n d e r  
the splendid ministry of Evangelist 
Thomas Haves. More than  th ir ty  p eo 
ple sought God at the a l ta r  to be saved 
or sanctified, and God gave physical 
healing to some in the healing service 
on Saturday evening. T h e r e  was a good 
response to Brother Hayes’s emphasis 
on prayer and fasting, and  also on t i th 
ing. We greatly apprecia ted his  m in is 
try with us.—M r s . G e o r g e  K n u t s o n ,  R e 
porter.

Fort Sm it h , A r k a n s a s — First Church  
recently closed a good assembly year, 
with twentv new members added to tlu*

fellowship of the church, fourteen by 
profession of faith and  six by transfer. 
W e had two wonderful revival meetings: 
with Evangelist David K. Wachtcl last 
spring, an d  Rev. H arold  T h o m pso n  in 
October. G o d ’s Spirit  moved upon  the 
people, giving m any  souls at the  al ta r  
in each meeting. T h e  Lord continues 
to bless with people  being saved in o u r  
regu la r  Sunday services. O u r  people are 
encouraged, and we now look forward 
to the construction of a new bui ld ing  
and  the re locating  of First Church, on 
o u r  five-acre tract purchased last year. 
—G . F r a n k  B e c k f t t ,  Pastor.

S a l i m , O h i o —First Church is enjoying 
fine progress u n d e r  the leadership  of 
Pastor J. l e d  Holstein. Recently the 
pastor’s two bro thers—James from Mun- 
cie, and  Dave from Berne, In d ian a— 
were with us for a week of revival. T h e  
Holy Spiri t was fa ithful,  with an average 
n ightly  a t tendance  of 139, and seekers 
in every service. T h e  th ree brothers 
comprised the “ Holstein Brothers T r io .” 
s inging in each service. Following the 
revival the church  launched in to  the 
M u ng cr  Sunday school p lan  in o u r  
“March to a Million.” Most of the  doors 
in Salem (a city of a round  fourteen

thousand  populat ion) were knocked on 
and  scores of new contacts m ade for the 
church. T h e  drive climaxed w ith  a rally 
day at tendance of 3 1 1 .—D o r o t h y  M i l 
l e r , Secretary.

Pastor Dudley B. Anderson reports  
from Fort W orth , Texas: “T h e  Poly
technic Church  had a very frui tfu l fall 
revival u n d e r  the able minis try of Evan
gelist R obert  W. Carpenter.  G od ’s pres
ence was manifest in an unusual  m an n er  
in the services, and  on the closing 
Sunday m orning, dur in g  the message, 
the a l ta r  filled with seekers, and  fifteen 
prayed th rough  in that service. T h e re  
were a goodly n u m b e r  of seekers 
th roughou t the meeting, with some in d i
cating an interest in church  membership . 
Pastor and  people are encouraged, and 
we give God praise for His fa ithfulness. '’

Pastor Rona ld  Young reports  from 
Riceville, Pennsylvania: “Beginning o u r  
labors  here last August, we found a 
dedicated people wil ling to work for the 
Lord in this rura l area. T h e  Lord has 
blessed o u r  regu lar services with several 
seekers, most of them new to o u r  church, 
and  the Sunday school has increased a l 
most 70 percent in average attendance.
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1 lie people began a visiialion piograiu  
which is paying off. O u r  recent re 
vival with Evangelist R ichard  W. 
Jaymcs is said to be one of the  best 
in the church 's  history. Wc appreciated 
Bro ther Jaymes’s ano in ted  messages. In 
a special singspiration on Friday night, 
ten people sought God at the a l ta r  and 
prayed th rough  to victory.”

H a c ie n d a  H e i g h t s , C a i . i i o r n i a  — R e 
cently o u r  church  enjoyed what we feel 
was a most successful revival meeting 
with Evangelists Alva (). and Gladvs 
Estep as the special workers. T h is  is 
the second time we have had these 
good folks, and we look forward to hav 
ing them again in 1966. God blessed in 
giving more than  one h u n d red  seekers 
at the altar,  and a nice class of new 
members  was added to the church. T h e  
meeting cl imaxed with 358 in Sunday 
school on the closing day.—R o b e r t  W. 
G v r d n e r . Pastor.

Pastor Carl P ra tt  reports: “After serv 
ing o u r  church  in N or th  Miami,  Flori
da, for five years, I have accepted the 
call to o u r  First C hurch  in Sumter. 
South  Carolina. We enjoyed o u r  m in 
istry with the wonderful folk in North  
Miami, and th rough  the help  of God 
and the cooperation of the  people we 
built  a new sanctuary and remodeled the 
educational unit.  Following the leader
ship  of the l o r d ,  we have m et an e q u a l 
ly consecrated and God-fearing congre
gation here at Sumter.  Rev. C. H arrv  
Huff,  who died on September 19. was 
much loved and  apprec ia ted  by the 
church and  citv alike: his labors  will 
be long remembered in Sumter.”

Evangelist Bernice E. Roedel reports: 
“At this wri ting  [Nov. 19] I am cn 
route to Des Arc. Missouri, for a revival, 
tin fourteen th  for the vcar of 1961. In 
addit ion to these revivals I have been 
privileged to serve as d irector of th ree 
vacation Bible schools and as ch ild ren ’s 
evangelist in two district camps. I a p 
preciate tlie calls extended to me bv 
some twenty of o u r  good churches and 
their  pastors, on ten districts. I am now 
in my eighteenth  year as a Nazarene 
evangelist. Due to a recent cancellation. 
1 have a choice spring date open which 
I would prefer to slate en ro u te  from 
Missouri to Pennsylvania. W ri te  me. 
•123 E. Maple Street. Boonvillc. In d ian a .”

D i i .t a , P i w s v i  v v \ i \ — O u r  church en - 
ioved a most gracious fall revival with 
Evangelist T h o m as  Hayes. Coun ting  as 
they came, sixtv seekers bowed at the 
al ta r  of prayer. Hearts  were moved and 
shouts of praise resounded as G o d ’s o n t - 
noured Spirit b rought unusual victories. 
Pastor and people* are united; the work 
of the departm en ts  moves forward with 
dedicated, aggressive leadership; and  we 
are advancing, spir itually, financially, 
and numerically .—L u k e  M. E i g h t , P as
tor.

Avnvi t s i a . At.v b a m a — T h e  New Prov i
dence C hurch  recently closed one of 
the best revivals in this ch u rch ’s historv, 
and also in the community. U n d e r  the 
anointed  min is try of the Bender Evan
gelistic Paitv , the l o r d  was gracious 
and the Holy Spiri t b rought conviction

upon the congiegalion. 1 he lecentlv 
completed sanctuary was filled to near 
capacity each n ight ,  with a total of lit* 
seekers at the altar.  T h e  evangelists 
were well paid , and  were given a call 
to re tu rn  nex t  year. W e give God praise 
for the minis try of the Benders  with us. 
-G. E. H a r w e l l ,  Pastor.

M a r ii  t e a , G e o r g ia — R  e c e n 1 1 v o ur  
church had an o u ts tand ing  revival with 
Evangelist C. B. Fugett. I t  was unusual  
in that, in the early p ar t  of the  m e e t 
ing. the l o r d  seemed to direct  toward 
personal evangelism. O u r  people were 
blessed and have accepted B ro ther l u -  
gctt 's plan of going from door to door 
to read) the people. Sunday m orn ing  
was characterized by strong conviction 
with several seekers, and the Sunday 
night service was ano in ted  of the Holy 
Spirit, result ing in more than  twenty 
seekers a t  the  altar.  W e arc  working to 
ward an active personal evangelism to 
cover o u r  en ti re  city d u r in g  th is  next 
year. W c give God praise for His bless
ings.—R a l p h  W. H e r r ic k , Pastor.

Wil t i vvisRi r g . V i r g in i a — Rally  Day, 
October 25. was a clay of great victory 
for o u r  church . As a result  of prayer 
and  h ard  work on the p a r t  of o u r  p eo 
ple. we had  scventv-five in Sundae 
school—as against th ir ty -eight present 
on August 30, the  clay we began o ur  
pastorate here. Since Rally  Day. the 
average at tendance  has been sixtv. T h e  
d i tn ax  on Rallv  Dav came with eighteen 
people bowing at the  a l ta r  of prayer, 
and on November 8 we received a class 
of five wonderful people in to  the 
church. Pastor and  people arc en cou r
aged.—W i l l is  D. N a i i .l , Pastor.

Evangelist T h o m a s  Haves writes: “T h e  
Lord is giving some good revivals across 
the country. Had a good meeting  in 
Pcnnsv Ivania; then in November in 
Tucson. Arizona, with Rev. and  Mrs. 
T im m er :  from there on to Kansas. 1 
have some open time for th e  spring  
af te r  the m iddle  of February. T h e n  will 
he d os in g  the Ind ian  camp meeting  at 
Walters, Oklahom a on Ju lv  5 (1965)
and have open dales for two tent m ee t
ings, with my big tent. I shall be glad 
to go as the I.ord may lead. W ri te  me. 
c /o  o u r  Publish ing  House, Box 527, 
Kansas Gity, Missouri 61111.”

Mi l i s h o e , T e x a s —In  November o u r  
church  had seven wonderful davs of re
vival with Rev. James DePasquaic  as the 
special worker. W e thank  God for his 
ministry with us. T h e  church was re 
vived. a n u m b e r  sought God at the  altar,  
and people from the com m unity  visited 
o u r  serv ic e s . - D o n  T f a g i  l . Pastot.

P v l o l s l , W a s h in g t o n - In November 
we had a revival campaign with Rev. 
Howard Mansfield as evangelist. From 
the first service the presence of the 
Lord was manifest,  and  the llo lv  Spirit 
came in convicting power. Many sought 
the Lord both for forgiveness and  heart 
purity , with both teen-agers and older 
people* alike find ing  help  in God. W c 
thank  God for these good davs of re 
vival. Bro ther Mansfield  was given a 
call to u-turn.- G e o r g e  H. B r ig g s . Pa\ 
tor.

P a r k e r s b u r g , W e s t  V i r g i n i a — W t  
praise God for the wonderful revival1 
which has come to Southside Church. 
Evangelist George li rannon preached 
with the an o in ting  of the Holy Spirit, 
the people prayed and fasted, anil coll'
\ in  ion came upon  the unsaved. Many 
people were saved and sanctified, in
cluding one en ti re  family. In some 
services the llolv  Spirit took over in 
such a wav tha t  the  evangelist could 
not preach. A class of eight new mem
bers was added  to the church, all by 
confession of fa ith .—Rom RT E. SalsER, 
P i i s I d i  .

Evangelist \V. 11. Walker reports:
•D u r in g  the fall months  I conducted 
live full -time revivals at Wright View. 
Fairborn. Ohio: R ichmond. Indiana,
f irs t:  Norwood, Ohio, fi rst:  Ray Street. 
Indianapolis , Ind iana ;  and Bryan, Ohio, 
fi rs t .  T hese  churches have capable pas
tors. and llii- I.ord met with us in saving 
and sanctifving power. We thank Cod 
for the glorious manifestations of His 
Spirit. Pastors  and  people stood by in 
ev en  wav. Prav with us that 1965 may 
lie a gracious t ime of soul winning. 
W ri te  me. c o o u r  Publishing House, 
Box 527. Kansas City. Missouri 64141.”

THE BIBLE LESSON
B y  N E L SO N  G. MINK  
T op ic  fo r  D e c e m b e r  27:

W ise  M en C om e to Jesus
S c r i p t u r e : M atthew 2  (Printed: Mat

thew 2:1-12)
G o l d e n  T e x t : A rise ,  shine: for thy 

l igh t  is com e,  a n d  the  glory  of  the Lord 
is risen u p o n  thee .  A n d  the Gentiles 
sha ll  c om e  to thy  l igh t,  an d  kings to 
the  brightness  o f  th y  rising  (Isaiah 60:
1. 3) .

T h e  colorful event of the wise men 
seeking o u t  the  Chris t  child and pre
senting to H im  the ir  gifts provokes 
hap pv  and p rofi tab le  thoughts. They 
probably  gave u p  looking directly at 
the star, as thev approached  Jerusalem, 
and, th in k ing  th e  new king would most 
certain ly  be born there, allowed their 
logic to in terfere  with G od ’s leading. 
T h e re  was extra re joic ing when once 
again “ thev saw the  s tar .”

God is fa ithful to us all, and often 
must need forgive us o u r  blunders, when 
we trv to do things o u r  wav. But God 
doesn't scold. He just comes along with 
His patience and  love and  bv His gentle 
guidance seems to say. “Child  of Mine, 
trv to follow m o te  closely next time."

Fhi1 gifts these men brought repre
sent the finest of things that are asso
ciated with m ank ind .  W e would he 
safe in saving thev brought their best. 
Gould God ever be satisfied with any
th ing  less than  the same from us? Hr 
wants the best of o u r  devotions, our 
time, and o m  talents, l i e  wants young 
lives before they get ta rn ished and tom 
with sin. He wants  hearts  that are pure 
and  devoted, for hen* He would like to 
have His  th rone, and. in the inner sanc
tuary  of o u r  own beings. He would 
comfort , guide, and  inspire us.

T h i s  en ti re  lesson points  to the pre- 
eminence of Jesus as King of Kings and 
the Saviour of the world. Since we 
know Him thus, what a responsibility we
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feel to acknowledge Him as such! l ie  
wants His will to be underscored  in o u r  
lives. In fact He wants  to be en th roned  
within, that we can say with  the Psa lm
ist, “I delight to do thv will, O mv G o d ” 
(40:8).

When Gordon Cooper was circling 
the earth he prayed a p rayer which in 
part is as follows: 'Father,  thank  You,
especially for lett ing m e f 1 \ this flight. 
Thank You for the privilege of being 
able to be in this position: to be in this 
wondrous place, seeing all these many 
Startling, wonderful things You have 
created. Help, guide, and  direct  all of 
us, that we may shape o u r  lives to be 
better Christians, living to help  one 
another, and to work with one ano ther  
rather than fighting and  bickering."

God not only gave His best in tIn- 
long ago: He is still giving His best to 
everyone who yields to. follows, and 
stays in divine order.
Lesson material is based on In ternational Sunday 
School Lessons, the International B ib le  Lessens for 
Christian Teaching, copyrighted by the International 
Council o f Religious Education, and is used by its 
permission.

"SHOWERS of BLESSING" 
Program Schedule

December 27—“W hat A b ou t N ew  
Year’s R eso lu tio n s? ” b y  R ussell  V.  DeLong

January 3—“T w o A stro n au ts  and  
God,” by Russell  V. D eL o n g  

January 10— " F orete lling  th e F u tu re  
with Certainty," b y  R usse l l  V. De-  
Long

A n n ou n cem en ts
BORN

—to Professor and M rs. Kenneth A . Klemme of 
Miltonvale, Kansas, a son, Kenneth A llen  I I ,  on 
November 19.

— to  Wayne S . and Naomi Monnett Cain , J r . ,  of 
Bristo l, Pennsylvania, a son, Barton Monnett, on 
October 3 0 .

—to Mr. and Mrs. John U lr ich  of Bourbonnais, 
Illinois, a daughter, M arie A nnette, on November 15 .

—to Mr. and M rs. Ray Brodien of Bourbonnais, 
Illinois, a son, Je ffrey  Edw ard , on October 29 .

—to Robert and Sharon (C la y ) Densford of Bour
bonnais, Illino is, a son, Steven Russe ll, on October 
21.

—to Mr. and M rs. Lynn Sm ith  of Bourbonnais, 
Illinois, a son, Kevin Lynn, on Septem ber 13.

A D O P T E D
—by Rev. and Mrs. Ja rre l l Garsee, m issionaries 

now on furlough from Am erican Sam oa, a three- 
week-old baby g ir l , on November 7 . They have 
named her Jan Denise.

S P E C IA L  P R A Y ER  IS  R EQ U E S T ED
by a Nazarene lady in an Oklahoma church u - 

our beloved pastor . . . had another h ?art attack 
November 15, that God w il l  have Mis way in our 
pastor's l i f e " ;

by a reader in Kansas that a young m in iste r may 
make a complete commitment to God before it  is 
too la te . D irecto r ies

G EN ERA L S U P E R IN T E N D E N T S
Office: 6401 The Paseo 

Kansas C ity . M issouri 64131 
H ARD Y C . PO W ERS 
G. B . W ILL IA M S O N  

S A M U E L  YOUNG 
HUGH C . B E N N ER  

V . H. L E W IS  
G EO RGE C O U LTER

C o n d u c te d  b y  W. T. PU R K ISER , E di to r
If m a rriag e  is h on orab le, then w h y does P au l say  that by rem ain in g  sin g le  
a w om an  is ab le  to he pure in  body and sou l?  Isn ’t som eth in g  that is im pure  d efiled ?

I th ink  von have misunderstood Paul. 
T h e  versv to whic h vou refer is part  
of P au l’s exp lanation  as to whv he 
thought ,  in the conditions u nd er  which 
the Karlv Church  lived, it was better 
to remain unm arr ied  (I Corin th ians  7: 
ii(.)-l()) . Verse 54 reads, “T h e  unm arr ied  
woman care th  for the th ings of the 
Ford, that she may he holy both  in 
body and in sp ir i t : hut she that is m a r 
ried careth for the th ings of the world, 
how she may please her h usband .”

If you will read the whole passage, 
vou will see tha t  it is not being unm ar- 
lied that makes a woman holv in body

and  in soul, hut her caring for the 
things of the Ford. P au l ’s thought was 
that “ve may a t tend  upon  the Ford 
w ithout d is t raction” (v. 35) .

In this connection it is well to notice 
verses 6, 12, and  40: “ B ut I speak this 
by permission, and  not  of co m m an d 
ment' ';  “ But to the rest speak I, not  
the F o rd ”; “ B ut she is h ap p ie r  if she 
so abide, afte r my judgm ent :  and  I 
th ink  also tha t  I have the Spiri t of 
G od.” Paul makes it  clear that h e  was 
dealing with  a local an d  tem porary  sit
uation. not proposing rules universally 
applicable.

W ould y ou  p lease ex p la in  H eb rew s 6:4-6?
T h is  is a recurring question, because 

the verses are puzzling. T h e y  read: 
T o r  it is impossible for those who were 

once en lightened, and  have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and  were m ade partakers 
of the  Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God, and  the powers of 
the world to come, if they shall fall 
away, to renew them again u n to  re 
pentance: seeing they crucify to th em 
selves the Son of God afresh, and  pu t  
him  to an open shame.”

T he difficult parts  are the two phrases 
“ if they shall fall away” and  “seeing 
they crucify.” It is im portan t  to see 
that “ falling away” is not necessarily
backsliding, hu t  the total apostasy which 
rejects entire ly the aton ing  blood of the 
Saviour. Everyone who “ falls avvav” 
backslides; b u t  n o t  every backslider has 
“ fallen away” from belief of the tru th  
tha t  there are  p ardon  and  p ur i ty  in
the crucified Son of God.
In th e saved  life , h ow  can  C hrist abide  
n atu re  rem ain s?  I th ou gh t H e had  no

Chris t  doesn’t have fellowship with 
sin. T h is  is exactly the source of the 
in n er  conflicts the  unsanctif ied C hr is 
tian experiences. Paul makes this d e a r  
in Galatians 5:17: “ For the flesh [not 
the physical body, hut the carnal  na
lure, as you can see from verse 21)
lustcih against the  Spirit, and  the Spirit 
against the flesh: an d  these are con
trary the one to the other: so tha t  ye 
cannot do the th ings tha t  ye w ould .”

Paul also says, “ And F brethren , could 
not speak u n to  vou as un to  spir itual,  
hut as u n to  carnal, even as u n to  babes 
in Christ. . . . For ye are  yet carnal : 
for whereas there  is am ong you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ve not

T h e n  there is value in the marginal 
rendering  of the American S tandard 
Version of verse 6, “ to renew them 
again unto  repentance, the while  they 
crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and  pu t  h im  to an open shame.” 

As Dr. H. O rton  Wiley comments, 
“W hat the writer says therefore is that 
it is impossible to renew again to re 
pen tance those who have fallen away, 
‘while they arc  still crucifying the Son 
of God afresh for themselves’; and 
‘while they are still exposing H im  to 
ignominy and  shame.’ ”

You see, these verses do no t  contradict 
tin hope held o u t  to the backslider 
th roughou t the Bible in such promises 
as Isaiah 55:0-7; Hosca 14:4, 8; Fuke 
15:11-21; and I Joh n  2:1-2. W h a t  they 
do is to warn every backslider to cease 
crucifying the Son of God and  re tu rn  
to the Ford  before his backsliding be
comes final apostasy.
in  th e h eart of a m an  w h ile  th e s in  
fe llo w sh ip  w ith  sin .carnal, and  walk as men?” (I C or in 
thians 3:1-3) T hese  were “ babes in 
Chr is t” and  yet carnal .

T h e  remedy for this condition is that 
the siti na tu re , “o u r  old m an ,” be 
“ crucified with him [Christ], that the 
body of sin m ight  be destroyed” (R o 
mans 0:0; see again Galatians 5:24) . As 
Frederick Godet said, “God deals with  
sin not by patronizing it, bu t  by d e 
stroying i t .”

I would invite those who do no t  like 
the te rm “erad ica t ion” to take it in 
Bible terms, “crucifixion” and  “destruc
t ion.” I t  all comes o u t  about at the 
same place.

nswer comer
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C hurch Far E xceed s  
T h an k sg iv in g  G oal

T h e  Plymouth , Michigan, Church  of 
the Nazarene went over its goal of 
82,800.00 for the  Thanksg iv ing  offering. 
T h e  total giving was in excess of 
84,000.00, more than $20.00 per member. 
Rev. U. B. Godm an  is the pastor.
M rs. S tev en s  in  N .W .M .S. O ffice

Mrs. Roy 1. Stevens will assume re 
sponsibili ties as the office assistant to 
Miss Mary Scott, executive secretary of 
the N.W.M.S., on January  1. according 
to an announcem ent released by Miss 
Scott.

E v a n g e lis t’s Q u ad ren n ia l 
C alendar A v a ila b le

T h e  Department of Evangelism has 
p repared  and  released to all evangelists 
a pocket-size, four-year ca lendar con ta in 
ing all of the dates for the q u a dren n ium  
arranged for m ax im u m  usefulness in 
scheduling revival campaigns. T h e  
booklet also contains annua l  ca lendars 
u p  th rough  1972.

Dr. Edward Lawlor, executive secre
tary of the Departm ent,  writes: “As you 
use this campaign ca lendar may you 
always rem em ber  th a t  evangelism is 
never on trial in o u r  church, b u t  we 
who are in the forefront of the batt le  
always are. Let us in tha t  t ru th  d ed i 
cate o u r  redeemed powers to evangelize 
more 'In  the Power of the Sp ir i t ’ dur in g  
1965."

F u rlou gh ed  M ission aries  
to B e F eted

Furloughed missionaries a t tend ing  the 
1965 sessions of the D epar tm en t of 
W orld  Missions and the General Board 
are to be hosted by Kansas City First 
Church  as special guests at a d in ne r  on 
Friday, Jan ua ry  15.

Missionaries on furlough report  in 
person to the Departm ent.  “ Missionary 
Report  Day" to the D ep ar tm en t  has 
been set for Saturday, J an u a ry  16. T h e  
furloughed  missionaries will be the 
guests of Misses Mary Scott and  Helen 
T em p le  at a traditional Chinese d inner  
the same day.

“ Missionary Report Day” has been 
scheduled closest to the open sessions of 
the General Board. Monday, January 18. 
th rough  Wednesday, Jan ua ry  20. for tin 
convenience of those of the missionaries 
on furlough who may wish to remain 
th roughout.

E n glish  S erv ices  
in  W est G erm any

Services for English-speaking people 
are now being conducted in connection 
with two overseas churches on the West 
G ermany District. American service per 
sou nd  and o ther American and British

people abroad make up  the auxil iary 
congregat ions in F rank fu r t  and Kaiser
slautern.

T h e  Church  of the Nazarene in F ra n k 
furt am Main is located at Hugelstrassc 
143. T h e  Kaiserslautern church is at 
Bremerstrasse 35, and is pastured by Rev . 
Rudolf  Q uiram , who served as pastor for 
three years on the W ashington Pacific 
District before re tu rn in g  to Germany.

Both congregations arc growing, and 
extend a special welcome to tourists as 
well as those sta tioned in the area who 
desire to in tend Na/arene  services in 
English.

H. H. D av ises' F iftie th
Rev. and Mrs. H. FI. Davis, Spring 

dale. Arkansas, celebrated the ir  fiftieth 
wedding anniversary, November 23. Mr. 
Davis served in the active min is try for 
forty-six years, re tir ing  five years ago.

Rev. and  Mrs. H. II. Davis have ten 
living children, twenty-six g ran d ch i l 
dren. and twenty grea t-grandchildren. 
Fo make it possible for all the children 
to at tend, a family reun ion  in h o n o r  of 
the golden wedding anniversary was held 
earlier.

L ead ersh ip  C han ges
Rev. W alter  H u b b ard  has accepted a 

call to the pastorate of Pasedena, Cal i
fornia. Central Church. H e  is now 
serving in Santa Cruz.

Rev. Glenn I. Lord, pastor of First 
Church. St. Paul,  Minnesota, has accept
ed a call to Coffeyvillc, Kansas, First 
Church. He will assume his responsi
bilities in the new charge on J an u a ry  1.

Evangelist A. William Erickson has 
accepted the pastorate of the H am pton ,  
Virginia, church. He had  been serving 
in the evangelistic field.

W a s h in g to n  S t a r  D efen d s  
S tu d en t-led  “G race”

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. (F'P) —A n  e d i t o r i a l  
in th e  IVashitigtofi  Star, o n e  of t h e  c a p 
i t a l ’s t h r e e  d a i ly  n e w s p a p e rs ,  sa id  it  is 
w o n d e r i n g  “ how7 si lly  a n a t i o n  can  g e t . ”

T h e  editorial referred to the challenge 
of the W ashington Area ch ap te r  of the 
American Civil Liberties Union q ues
tioning the right of the s tudent council 
of a suburban  Virginia school to lead in 
saving grace at meals.

T h e  Star  quest ioned how the practice, 
which it regards as s tudent-in it iated , 
sponsored, and  adminis tered , “ impinges 
upon, o r  even remotely  approaches” the 
First A m en d m e n t’s p ronouncem ent tha t  
"Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or p ro h ib i t 
ing the free exercise thereof."

T h is  issue arose when the A.C.L.U. 
announced  it would  challenge the F a i r 
fax Conn tv (Va.) school hoard on its

right to permit the practice, content™ 
the s tudent council is a quasi-admiral 
tnative body. An A.C.L.U. spokesman 
said that on this basis it violated tbt 
in tent of the  U.S. Supreme Court’s n (  
ing on prayer handed down in the Net 
York Board of Regents Case and in an* 
o th e r  test case in Maryland.

T ax-exem p t Status of Hargis 
“C ru sad e” W ill Be Revoked
W a s h in g t o n , D.C. (F.P) -Evangel! 

Billy |ames Hargis was given thirty dayl 
(which began November 18) to show 

cause why the Internal Revenue Service 
should not revoke the tax-exempt statil! 
of his an ti -Cotnmunis t Christian Cnt 
sade.

T ax  officials here said they had filed 
die usual “proposal of revocation” and 
that the notice had been presented to 
Mr. Hargis bv the l.R.S. office in Okla
hom a City.

Reason for the revocation, they said, 
was “ political activities." The order af
fects Chris tian Echoes National Ministry. 
Inc., paren t  organization of the Crusade.

According to l.R.S. spokesmen, Mr. 
Hargis was given th ir ty  days to present 
his case before the Oklahoma City 
branch. If his pica is rejected, he can 
then appeal to the Washington head 
qua  t iers.

T h e  Chris tian Crusade is a million- 
dollar-a-vear operation. Most affected 
bv the ru l ing  would  be contributors to 
the p rogram; they currently may list 
their  donations as tax-deductible, as in 
the case of church donations.
G am b lin g  P ropositions Beaten 

in  T hree States
N e w  Y o r k  (EP) —Voters i n  California, 

Washington, and  Arkansas soundly de- 
h a t e d  gambling  proposals which had 
been energetically opposed by religious 
leaders and  church  groups in the states.

Decisive ballot totals turned back a 
plan for a California  lottery billed as a 
fund-raising scheme for public schools, 
a W ashington  proposition that would 
have perm it ted  licensing of card games, 
bingo, punchboards, and pinball ma
chines. and  an Arkansas attempt to re
vive a resort city as a “ Las Vegas” of the 
South.

S a y s  S co ttish  Evangelism  
F a ilin g

Fdimu r g h  (F.P) —Evangelism is at a 
low ebb in every denomination in Scot
land today. Rev. J. N. MacDonald of 
Pollack in Glasgow told the annual as
semble of the Baptist  Union of Scot
land. meeting here.

One reason the church  has "lost its 
nerve for evangelism,” he sepeculated, 
is tha t  Chris tians are too conscious of 
th e i r  failures to reach persons outside 
the church.

He warned th a t  “ the church must not 
become a ghetto  where we gather with 
the l ike-minded . . . imprisoned and 
al ienated  from the life of the world 
a round  us.
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|  The n e w  sa n c tu a r y  of the  F a iryro ve  
C hurch  in  La P u en te ,  C al ifornia ,  seats  
350 persons , w ith  a d d i t io n a l  sea t in g  eas i ly  
availab le .  I t  i s  the th ird  bui ld ing  in a 
fo u r-u n i t  p lant.  T he p re se n t  p r o p e r t y  is 
va lu e d  at $175,000. The church  had  306 
in  S u n d a y  school o n  R a l ly  Day. Rev. 
E ugene A. M c D o w el l  is  the pastor.

2  A  u n iq u e  w a y  to bea t  the “s u m m e r
" s lu m p ” w a s  u sed  b y  the  East 38th S tree t

C h urch  of th e  N a za re ne  in  A n d e rs o n ,  
Ind ian a ,  last year .  Rev .  H a ro ld  W righ t ,  
ch a p la in  in the C iv i l  A i r  P atro l  in  M ich i
g a n  C i ty ,  In d ia n a ,  to o k  fo r ty -n in e  w in 
n ers  in  a te n -w e e k  a t te n d a n ce  con tes t  for  
an a irp la n e  r ide . Rev .  L. T hur l  M ann,  
ch apla in  (c a p ta in )  of the A n d e rs o n  
S q u a d r o n  of the C A P , is  the pastor.

3  T h e F irs t  C hurch  of th e  N aza rene ,  Ran-  
toul,  I l l inois , is  va h ie d  at a p p r o x im a te l y  
$200,000. I t  w a s  b u i l t  w i th  so m e  d o n a ted  
la b o r  iv i th  an  in d e b te d n e s s  of a p p r o x i 
m a te l y  $48,000. T h e re  are  16 classroom s,  
3 a u d i to r iu m s ,  2 offices, p a s to r ’s s tu d y ,  
a n d  a s a n c tu a r y  sea t in g  350. Dr. L. S. 
O liver  p re a c h e d  the  d ed ica t io n  message.  
R ev .  K e n n e th  L. O w en s  is  th e  pastor.

4  Mrs. L ou ise  C h ap m an ,  p as t  p re s id en t  of  
th e  N.W.M.S.;  her  s is ter ,  Mrs. Josep h in e  
Miles: a n d  M iss  M a r y  Sco tt ,  ex e cu t iv e  
s e c r e ta r y  of th e  N.W.M.S.,  recen t  v i s i to rs  
to  the P u b l ish in g  Hotise, w atch  as Ellen  
P a r k e r  a d d re sse s  the  “O th er  S h eep ” m a i l 
ing  list on the n e w  301 S c r ip to m a t ic  a d 
d re ss in g  m a ch in e .  T he  m a ch in e ,  a d d re ss 
in g  f r o m  30,000 IBM  ca rds  p er  hour, does  
in  s ix  hours  w h a t  p re v io u s l y  r e q u ire d  
f i v e  d a y s  to  com ple te .

3 T he F ort  W o r th  H o m e  M iss ion  Counci l  
is  an  o rg an iza t io n  fo r m e d  to  a d v a n c e  the  
h om e  m is s io n a ry  cause  in  the Fort W orth  
a rea  u n d e r  th e  d ire c t io n  o f  D is tr ic t  S u 
p e r in te n d e n t  R a y m o n d  TV. H u m  of the  
A b i le n e  D is tr ic t .  The council  o ff icers  are  
p ic tu red ,  le f t  to r ight: M e lv in  P ierce , d e 
p a r tm e n t  head  a t  A r l in g to n  S la te  T ea ch 
ers  College: R e i \  Ralph  W est ,  pas tor ,  A r 
l ing to n  F irs t  C hurch; Rev .  Bil l  Hanna,  
ch a irm a n  of the grou p,  pas tor ,  Fort W orth  
N or th s id e;  Rev . A lb e r t  N eu schw an g er ,  
p as tor ,  F ort  W o r th  R iv e r  Oaks; a nd  
H o w a r d  L ed b e t te r ,  cou nse lor  fo r  the  
H a lto m  C i t y  P ub l ic  Schools.
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Y  Y o u r  o ff i cial  r e f er en ce  to the h is tory,  doct r ine ,  
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M A G N I F I E S  T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  G iv e s  fac ts  
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tia n s  in  R o m e  o f  P e te r  a n d  P a u l . S aves h o u rs  
o f  re s e a rc h  a n d  p re p a ra t io n  tim e  fo r  th e  s tu 
d e n t, t e a c h e r  a n d  p a s to r . E n d o rs e d  by  D r. 
F . F . B ruce . E n g la n d 's  le a d in g  th e o lo g ia n .
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