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Foreword
Someone has said that there is no end to the making of 

books. Be that as it may, we want to give our people 
one more book. We have a purpose in publishing these 
sermons. It would be sheer folly and a waste of time if 
we had nothing definite in mind.

Since there is nothing else like this book of missionary 
sermons in our denominational literature, we are attempt­
ing to supply that need. In other books you will find 
an occasional missionary message, but in this small vol­
ume, “ F o r  t h e  H e a l i n g  o f  t h e  N a t i o n s , ”  are ten mis­
sionary messages from our general leaders of world-wide 
missions. These sermons are from the pen of those who 
supervise, visit, and contact closely our work on the 
many mission fields of the world.

Our hope is that these messages will prove to be a 
source of great inspiration and spiritual blessing to the 
thousands of Nazarene pastors, missionary society presi­
dents, and consecrated laymen—men, women, and youth
_who are interested in the spread of the gospel to the
ends of the earth.

C. W a r r e n  J o n e s ,  Compiler
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Introduction

My first thought as I reflected on this volume was: 
Here’s a book written by ten missionaries. It might well 
have been given the title: “Ten Missionaries Speak.”
No one would question this conclusion as to three of the 
writers: Rev. Earl Lee, a gifted young man who already 
has made a place for himself on the mission field in India; 
Dr. David Hynd, one of the oldest of our missionaries in 
point of service and a man who has distinguished himself 
in his service for the kingdom of God in Africa as but 
few who have carried the “Good News” to the heathen 
world; and Mrs. Louise R. Chapman, who was a very 
successful missionary in Africa, and is now a mighty 
power for missions and holiness as the head of our Naza- 
rene Foreign Missionary Society.

Two of the other sermons are by Dr. C. Warren Jones, 
who served so efficiently for many years as our secretary 
for foreign missions, and Dr. Remiss Rehfeldt, who now 
fills this position with distinction. These men, with their 
intimate and extensive knowledge of our foreign mis­
sionary work and their direct contacts with the various 
fields, certainly have a right to be thought of as foreign 
missionaries, not only in spirit, but also in deed. When 
we hear from them with their burdens for the people who 
sit in darkness, surely we have a right to say that foreign 
missionaries speak to us.

The five opening chapters of this volume are by our 
general superintendents: Dr. Hardy C. Powers, Dr. G.
B. Williamson, Dr. Samuel Young, Dr. D. I. Vanderpool, 
and Dr. Hugh C. Benner. These men, with their foreign 
visitation program which brings them into firsthand



contact with our mission stations and our missionaries, 
may well be thought of as our missionaries at large. They 
are foreign missionaries in person as well as by proxy 
and speak with a passion and a vision which characterize 
only those who have been on the field. With hearts 
filled with divine love and moved by compassion for those 
in distant lands who need Christ, they share with us their 
burden and challenge in their messages.

Ten missionaries speak to us through the sermons in 
this volume, and we shall all want to know what they 
have to say.

S t e p h e n  S .  W h i t e



^ O c . .■ye

Some Implications of Our Faith
Hardy C. Powers

T ext: But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 
1:8).

There was a never-to-be-forgotten service one evening 
in the long ago. Great multitudes attended, and salva­
tion flowed like a river. Christ himself, the great Master 
Preacher, was in charge, and “they brought unto him 
many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out 
the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick.” 
Later came a poor scribe, riding along, no doubt, on a 
great wave of wonderment and admiration for the mani­
fested power of God, and approaching Jesus said, 
“Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.” 
But Christ, always scrupulously fair with the souls of 
men, was careful to point out that following Him always 
has implications, and that before final commitments are 
made the soul must accept all the implications of his 
faith, be they painful or pleasant. The Church of the 
Nazarene must accept the implications of her doctrinal 
position or she will in effect renounce that position.

In the preamble to the constitution of the Church of 
the Nazarene are the following words:

In order that we may preserve our God-given heritage, 
the faith once delivered to the saints, especially the doc­
trine and experience of sanctification as a second work of
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grace, and also that we may co-operate effectually with 
other branches of the Church of Jesus Christ in advancing 
God’s kingdom among men, we do hereby ordain, adopt, 
and set forth . . . ”

Under the Articles of Faith, paragraph thirteen, of 
the church Manual the distinguishing doctrine of the 
denomination is set forth more fully:

We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, 
subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are made 
free from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a 
state of entire devotement to God, and the holy obedience 
of love made perfect.

It is wrought by the baptism with the Holy Spirit, 
and comprehends in one experience the cleansing of the 
heart from sin and the abiding indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit, empowering the believer for life and service.

Entire sanctification is provided by the blood of Jesus, 
is wrought instantaneously by faith, preceded by entire 
consecration; and to this work and state of grace the Holy 
Spirit bears witness.

This experience is also known by various terms repre­
senting its different phases, such as “Christian Perfection,” 
“Perfect Love,” “Heart Purity,” “The Baptism with the 
Holy Spirit,” “The Fullness of the Blessing,” and “Christian 
Holiness.”

There are implications in this doctrinal position. It 
centers the attention on Pentecost, and in the record of 
Acts 1:8 some of these implications are very apparent, 
both as affecting the individual and the group, for the 
Pentecostal experience was significant to “each” and 
“all.” Limitations of space confine us to those implica­
tions of group significance. There are some implications 
in our doctrinal position that we dare not ignore.

The church is positively committed to the message of 
holiness. We are to be witnesses of the power of the Holy 
Ghost coming upon us. A witness is one who was there 
when it happened; one who has had firsthand, unques­
tioned experience, who then bears the message to others.
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This message has characterized the history of the denomi­
nation from its beginning. Attorney George Aughin- 
baugh of Kansas City, Missouri, who has faithfully served 
the church for thirty-five years, gave as his opinion that 
one of the secrets of the continued growth and prosperity 
of the denomination was “the fact that you have mani­
fested a dogged determination, amounting at times to 
downright stubbornness,” to preach this glorious truth.

Dip into the history of the holiness people of the past 
half century, and you will hear the ringing challenge of 
this message of “second blessing holiness” from the East 
to the West, from the North to the South, at home and 
abroad; from camp-meeting platforms, college campuses, 
local churches, personal testimonies, and foreign fields. 
The memory of that message as borne by such men as 
Bud Robinson, H. C. Morrison, John Goodwin, R. T. Wil­
liams, James B. Chapman, Esther Carson Winans, Har­
mon Schmelzenbach, and many others still has power to 
stir and warm the hearts of many who are living today. 
That same message must characterize the church of our 
time. To deny it or neglect it in the pulpit or the pew 
would be traitorous to the past, to an avowed faith, and to 
God.

But this message implies a mission. For in order to 
witness one must find an unconvinced listener: at home 
(in Jerusalem), in the immediate surrounding district 
(in aU Judaea and Samaria), and on the foreign field (the 
uttermost part of the earth). In fact, wherever man is 
found, the Pentecostal witness will seek to take the 
message either personally or by proxy. He rmist be a 
missionary, at home and abroad, for it is implied in his 
faith.

In South Africa years ago a sanctified minister was 
handed a copy of the Herald of Holiness. After reading 
it, he told a brother minister that he was planning to unite 
with the Church of the Nazarene when it came to work
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among the white people of that section. When asked 
how he knew the church planned to come, he replied that 
he had had no word of any kind from them but that any 
group that believed what the paper indicated the Church 
of the Nazarene believes would be forced by their faith 
to come and open work in that needy field. Eight years 
later the church arrived. That man saw the unavoidable 
implication of our doctrinal position.

A Crusade for Souls, one thousand new Nazarene 
churches this quadrennium, a minimum of 10 per cent of 
the local church income for world-wide evangelism, and 
the continued expansion of the work in foreign fields 
are not only characteristics of the denominational pro­
gram; they are also implied in the program of Pentecost. 
Our message demands a mission.

Then again. Acts 1:8 implies a program of progress. 
The witness of the church faithfully given under the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit, in Jerusalem, Judaea, Samar­
ia,” “and unto the uttermost part of the earth,” can mean 
but one thing and that is growth and expansion. New 
souls will be won, new bases established. All this implies 
constantly increasing costs. It is inconsistent to claim 
the faith of Pentecost and complain at the price of prog­
ress implied in that program, for it demands an ever- 
increasing volume of spiritual power released through 
prayer, personnel, and finance. The prophet Joel 
indicates that one of the characteristics of a Holy 
Ghost-filled church will be its ability to recruit its 
ministry. When the Spirit of God is in the church, 
its youth will inevitably be called to special tasks. 
In order to utilize these new recruits, new churches must 
be opened and new fields entered, and all the corres­
ponding obhgations must be met by the church. The 
program of Pentecost was designed to challenge the entire 
resources of the Church all the time. If we reject the 
price of progress, we also reject the program of Pentecost.
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A recent illustration of this program and its price 
came to my attention from one of the fields. A talented 
young engineer and his wife had been wonderfully saved 
and later sanctified. Soon afterwards his work required 
that he move to a section of the country where there was 
no church. They were greatly burdened over this 
situation. They made the matter a subject of prayer 
and finally decided to announce a service in their 
own home, h o p i n g  that a few of their neighbors 
would come for Bible reading and prayer. To their 
amazement some forty-five people attended. Chal­
lenged by the situation, the young man undertook to 
bring a message, afterwards announcing services for the 
following Sunday evening. Again their home was 
crowded with hungry hearts. This went on for some 
weeks; then the young engineer, because of the demands 
of his own work, made an appeal to the church for a 
spiritual leader. How can the church claim the exper­
ience of Pentecost and turn a deaf ear to such an ap­
parently providentially opened door? The program is 
God-ordained and this church must pay the price of the 
progress implied.

Finally, the faith of Pentecost imphes that our mes­
sage will be Christ-centered. Jesus said, “ . . .  ye shall 
be witnesses unto me.” How futile is all church activity 
without Christ! I read somewhere of a woman who 
answered the doorbell one morning, and when she opened 
the door a man startled her by asking, “Do you know 
Jesus Christ?” She was so confused by the question that 
she closed the door without replying. Later she told her 
husband of her experience, and he said, “Why didn’t you 
tell him you play the organ at the church, act as chairman 
of the social activities committee, and serve as president 
of the missionary society?” His wife replied, “The man 
did not ask me any of those things. He asked me if I 
knew Jesus Christ.” We must offer the world Jesus
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Christ, mighty to save and strong to deliver from the 
guilt and stain of sin. To offer our sin-ridden, eternity- 
bound race, a shallow, man-inspired round of mere church 
activity is like offering ashes to a man starving for water 
or a painted fire to one who is freezing. The faith of 
Pentecost is not only founded on Christ—it is Christ. It 
is a glorious, unhampered, unbroken, and personal re­
lationship between the soul and Christ. He is the primary 
attraction. An efficient organization, a faultless tech­
nique, and purely human talent are all secondary. Only 
the uplifted Christ can satisfy. Said Jesus to the woman 
who sought water at Jacob’s Well: “Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst.”

At the time of the great Johannesburg Exposition in 
South Africa, it is said that the central committee of this 
great fair sought and found an old Bushman from the 
Kalahari Desert whose age was estimated at one hun­
dred years. He had spent all the years of his life seeking 
water out there on the blistering sands of that terrible 
desert. He probably never had all the water he desired. 
The committee brought him into the fair, and for three 
days they showed him the achievements of civilized man, 
in art, in science, in engineering, and the like. At the 
close of the three-day period they brought him before 
the committee and asked him one question: “Of all
these wonderful things you have seen, what has im­
pressed you the most?” With a century of constant 
thirst back of him, the old desert tribesman replied 
without a moment’s hesitation, “It was that thing you turn 
and water comes out [a water faucet].” To claim the 
faith of Pentecost implies that we will make the Christ, 
who is the Living Water, the center of attraction. He 
alone can slake the spiritual thirst of men. He is the 
Living Fountain. The message of the Church to sin- 
crazed men the world around is, “Ho, every one that
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thirsteth, come.” “And the Spirit and the bride say, 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.”
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Christas Call to Crusade

G. B. Williamson

T e x t : G o ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature (Mark 16:15).

The total program of the Church of Christ is sum­
marized in the Great Commission. The key word is 
“Go.” From Pentecost until now the Church has been 
described as a “movement.” It is geared to action. When 
the church becomes stationary, it also becomes stagnant.

There is no denial that the inner life of Christians 
must be cultivated and maintained by meditation, devo­
tional reading, and secret prayer. But these things are 
not an end in themselves. They are the means by which 
strength, courage, vision, and faith are developed that 
one may be effective in doing the work of evangehsm to 
which God has called all His people. Failure to appro­
priate the means of grace for the enrichment of the 
spiritual life will inescapably result in a deficiency in 
spiritual power. On the other hand, failure to hear 
God’s trumpet call to crusade for Christ will result in the 
loss of our opportunity to save those for whom the Saviour 
died.

The ability to remain in the world and not be of it, 
and at the same time to be an active force in its redemp­
tion, lies in maintaining the church in a vital, glowing 
experience of Pentecost. Therefore, Jesus gave His fol­
lowers the assignment, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” But He also said, 
“Behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: 
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued
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with power from on high.” This divine enduement will 
prove to be the secret source of spiritual power. It will 
also be the mighty enablement for doing exploits in world 
evangelism.

Thus it is seen that in Christ’s command to crusade, 
He had in mind not only the evangelization and salvation 
of the world but also the preservation of the Church it­
self. It has been proved over and over again that the 
church which has not maintained the spirit of crusade 
has become like salt that has lost its savor.

I. Christas call to crusade has universal scope.
The specific instruction was to share the blessed gospel 

with every creature by preaching and by teaching. The 
good ship Zion was not designed to sail on the narrow 
seas of nationalism or of social or racial exclusiveness. 
She was built to traverse the wide waters of the great 
oceans of the earth and bear the good news to every 
shore.

The gospel is universal in its provision. The angel 
that announced the birth of the Saviour to wondering 
shepherds declared, “Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” St. Paul testified, 
“I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the 
power of God xmto salvation to every one that believeth.”

The whole missionary movement of the Church is 
based upon the fact that by His death on Calvary Christ 
provided salvation for all men. “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ­
eth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” In 
the language of Paul, “There is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave 
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” The 
logical conclusion of the doctrine of limited atonement 
is that missionary work is unnecessary. It is based on
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a false assumption that we can do nothing to save the 
millions of earth. Having accepted that position, the 
church is certain to relax into apathy and indifference, 
which will result in her own ruin as well as the damnation 
of the race. Conversely, to accept the teaching of uni­
versal atonement lays upon the church the solemn duty 
to make Christ known to all men.

The gospel of Christ is universal in its adaptation. It 
is a message which meets the clamant need of men of 
all races, nationalities, and classes.

More than twenty years ago Dr. David Hynd, the dis­
tinguished Nazarene medical missionary of South Africa, 
was asked, “What is it that keeps you from loneliness 
and discouragement when you look upon the darkness, 
superstition, and sin of imenlightened people? His 
ready reply was, “When I see that the power of the 
gospel will change the lives of dark-skinned men of 
Africa, just as I have seen it do in my native Scotland or 
here in America, my courage and faith are renewed, and 
I have the will and the power to carry on with the joy 
of the Lord as my strength.”

Yes, the gospel is the power of God to liberate the 
drunkard, the dope fiend, the harlot from the bondage 
of sin. But it will also be the shining light upon the 
path of a youth of fine powers of mind and spirit to lead 
him through life without wasting his substance in riotous 
living. In the heart of everyone there is a longing for 
God. To all such, whether of the social high caste or low 
caste, Christ is the Light of Life, the Bread from Heaven, 
and the Well of Water springing up unto everlasting life.

The gospel of Christ will meet the need of every in­
dividual. When one has believed and obeyed its blessed 
truth, he will then be ready to make his contribution to a 
reign of righteousness and peace throughout the earth.

Since the gospel is universal in its provision and in 
its adaptation to human need, it must also be universal
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in its publication. Jesus did not make an unreasonable 
demand of His infant Church. What He required of them 
was possible of performance. The success which they 
achieved in getting the gospel to the world of their day 
is amazing. How much more, then, can He rightfully 
expect that we of this century shall cover the earth with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea! 
With ever-increasing speed we reach the most remote 
parts of the earth to carry the Word of Life. Recently 
Lord Beaverbrook, distinguished press magnate of Great 
Britain, heard the “Showers of Blessing” program from 
radio Luxembourg and asked for the message by Dr. R. 
V. DeLong. Last week a man in Auckland, New Zealand, 
told me he had heard “Showers of Blessing” from Quito, 
Ecuador, by short wave. He is in attendance at the 
Church of the Nazarene in his own city. The Bible in 
whole or in part has been translated into eleven hundred 
languages and dialects. Praise God, His Word is not 
bound! It will accomplish that which He pleases and 
prosper in the thing whereunto He sent it.

O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling.
To tell to all the world that God is Light;

That He who made all nations is not willing 
One soul should perish, lost in shades of night.

Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
Tidings of Jesus, redemption, and release.

II. Christ’s call to crusade has personal application.
It was first issued to His disciples to whom He spoke. 

But all who received the gospel through their word were 
thereby commissioned to enlist in the crusade for souls. 
Jesus prayed for them, “As thou hast sent me into the 
world, even so have I also sent them into the world” 
(John 17:18). He added, “Neither pray I for these
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alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word” (verse 20). Jesus promised His 
disciples, “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem, and in aU Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
Peter said, “The promise is unto you, and to your chil­
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39). If the prayer and 
the promise can be appropriated by the church today, 
then the command must also be obeyed.

Therefore, the hearing of the gospel imphes the obli­
gation to share it. Jesus sent forth the twelve with the 
reminder, “. . .  freely ye have received, freely give” (Matt. 
10:8). Peter said to the lame man at the Temple gate, 
“Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I 
thee” (Acts 3:6). Obviously he could not give what he 
did not have. But the corollary of that axiom is: What 
he did have, he was obliged to share. St. Paul said, “I 
am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in 
me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also” (Rom. 1:14, 15).

Salvation is of grace through faith. It is not of works, 
lest any man should boast. Since we have been saved 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ we are debtors 
to all men to give them the gospel in the same meas­
ure that we have received it. It is ours, not to hoard, but 
to share. Our failure to give as we have received will 
result in the loss of the power unto salvation in our own 
lives. The Wise Man said, “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, 
or whether they both shall be alike good” (Eccles. 11:6). 
Scattered abroad, the gospel seed will never rot. It will 
produce the harvest. Withheld, it is sure to deteriorate
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and become unfruitful. Given to men, it becomes the 
standard by which they are judged. Denied by those 
who have received, in the day of judgment it becomes 
their condemnation rather them their salvation.

The realization of one’s obligation calls for a com­
mensurate consecration. Paul said, “. .. as much as in me 
is, I am ready.” Our total resources are dedicated to God 
for the spread of the gospel throughout the earth. To 
the sanctified man the occupation by which he earns a 
living is an avocation. His calling is to give his all for 
the publication of the good news that a Saviour has come 
into the world to redeem all men.

If God can best use a Christian in full-time service 
as preacher, teacher, or missionary, then he is ready to 
fill such a place to the utmost of his ability. If God can 
best use him as a worthy layman devoting his time to 
business or a profession, he is ready and willing to apply 
himself diligently and then recognize God’s prior claim 
upon his time and resources. In any case, he is wholly 
the Lord’s, subject to His blessed will and dedicated with 
all his powers to the one aim that all men everywhere 
shall hear the gospel and be saved.

If the total power of the Church in personnel and 
property were given in a complete dedication for the 
fulfillment of the Great Commission, the world could be 
evangelized in one generation.

III. Christ’s call to crusade is temporal in its demands.

It must be fulfilled in the era called time, which is 
between the eternity past and the eternity to come. The 
men of that first Christian century valiantly obeyed the 
command of their risen Lord. They succeeded to a degree 
that is amazing. But what they did in their generation 
must be repeated in each successive one. Their obe-
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dience and their success provide inspiration and greater 
obligation upon those who follow in their train. Had our 
immediate predecessors reached the last man of the race, 
we would still be duty-bound to sound out the Word 
of the Lord in this our day. Since they did not, our bur­
den is the greater.

The work of world evangelism is to be done in this 
dispensation. It will not be accomplished in some future 
era when the opposition will be less formidable or in­
tense. Neither will it be done by some heavenly beings 
who will possess greater power than that made available 
to us. Angels will never be delegated to preach Christ 
and His power to save lost men. This commission is 
given to redeemed men. They have the gospel which is 
the power of God unto every one that believeth. They 
also have the quickening, energizing power of the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven. This gospel proclaimed 
by men endued with the power from on high is the means 
and method of world evangelization.

The time is now. “Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). There 
is no other time than now for Christians to do their work. 
There is no other time for this generation to hear the 
gospel. We shall soon finish our brief day. Our con­
temporaries will soon be with us in eternity. Let us 
watch for their souls as they that must give an account, 
that we may do it with joy and not with grief. Let us 
share the sense of urgency of the Saviour, who said, 
“I must work the works of him that sent me, while 
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” 
(John 9:4).

God in His great mercy has given us another chance. 
In spite of the holocaust of death and destruction which 
we call World War II, it has served to make us keenly 
aware that ours is one world. Space has been anni­
hilated. Barriers of race and color have been removed.
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Ambition and aspiration for self-government and higher 
standards of living have been awakened in earth’s most 
isolated places and among most underprivileged people. 
The whole world is on the march. But whither are we 
bound? Only the gospel of Christ offers a guiding light 
to a better day. Only the power of God can make men 
trustworthy neighbors. It is time to accelerate the tempo 
of the forward march of Christianity. We cannot offer 
our ancient excuses for failure. We cannot move at the 
pace of other generations. This is the day of speed and 
power. The Church of Christ must catch stride with the 
progress of science and invention. Her delay can only 
mean another war, far worse than the last one. World 
War III cannot be won. General Douglas MacArthur 
has said, “With the present weapons there no longer is 
any advantage to winning a war. Everyone loses, with 
the victor only losing a little less than the vanquished.”

Not long ago we stood within the walls of that build­
ing in Hiroshima, Japan, which has been left as a grim re­
minder of the first atomic explosion. We are told that 
now we are making bombs a thousand times more de­
structive. It was an awesome and terrifying experience. 
The next day we visited the installation of the Atomic 
Bomb Casualty Commission near that city. The head 
of the commission. Dr. Taylor, gave us a ray of hope. 
He said our study of the effects of atomic power is only 
10 per cent for destruction. It is 90 per cent for promo­
tion of peace and progress among men of all nations. To 
give that prospect any hope of fulfillment, we must speed 
the work of spreading the gospel of Christ in every land.

Everywhere the hearts of men are hungry. Let us 
speed up our work of evangelization. It will demand 
more sacrifice, a greater volume of prayer, and a daring 
faith not yet demonstrated. Today is the day of salvation. 
The world is in a state of flux. “The times are out of 
joint.” But in days like these the minds of men are
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fluid and receptive. Their hearts are yearning. This 
is the hour for revival and salvation. In such a time as 
this in which we live, great religious awakenings have 
been witnessed, and powerful spiritual movements have 
been born.

Jesus said: Go ye into all the world, and yreach the
gospel to every creature.

Tarry ye . .  . until ye he endued with 
power from on high.

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.



A Debt Bom of Faith
Samuel Young

T e x t : I  am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians, both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as 
much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you  
that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; to the Jew  first, and also to 
the Greek (Rom. 1:14-16).

In the preface to his celebrated commentary on Ro­
mans, M artin Luther characterizes this book as “the 
clearest gospel of all.” It was his opinion that the Book of 
Romans was well worth memorizing by aU Christians. Of 
course, Luther had a special debt traceable to this book, 
and he counted on it rather heavily in his great work as 
reformer. Justification by faith, as the key to true  right­
eousness, is the dominant theme of the book, and its 
accents are clear and rehable. B ut such a glorious mes­
sage with its radiant confidence carries with it an obli­
gation, according to Paul. He was so u tterly  captivated 
by this gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that he openly 
acknowledged his eternal obligation to preach it to all 
men. His debt was actually born of faith, and this faith 
was bom  of the gospel itself.

Paul maintains that all other efforts to obtain right­
eousness have been demonstrated as futile. The Gentiles 
(the heathen), he observes, are in moral ruin, and even 
their religious sense has become perverted. They ac­
tually “changed the tru th  of God into a he, and wor­
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator.” 
Likewise, the moral sense has become corrupted and
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paralyzed: for, “Who knowing the judgment of God, that 
they which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, bu t have pleasure in them that do 
them ” (Rom. 1:32). This is his chmax to one of the most 
vivid but horrible pictures that has been painted by the 
pen of man to describe the iniquity of the human heart 
as it is generally found in heathen lands.

Likewise the ineffectiveness of the Jewish law to reach 
the deepest needs of man and to effect a spiritual power 
adequate for the situation argues for a new order and a 
new day. Paul points out that the name of God itself 
is blasphemed among the heathen by the very disobe­
dience and sins of the Jews, and in sweeping summary he 
concludes that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin.

I t is against this dark  background that Paul declares 
his unabashed and unashamed faith in the power of the 
gospel and confesses his unpaid debt to proclaim this 
gospel with its emancipating and cleansing power to all 
men everywhere. The scope of hum an need is broad 
and world-wide; therefore, the gospel evangel m ust cover 
the same area. Human sin has reached an unfathomed 
depth, but the gospel is as adequate as our hum an defeat. 
With unhesitating confidence he includes Greeks and 
barbarians, wise and unwise, in his personal obligation. 
There is no culture that cannot be penetrated by this 
gospel, and there is no intellectual darkness that can put 
out its hght.

How thrilling to observe this range of the gospel reach 
among the early apostles themselves! There was Paul, 
the trained Pharisee, who had counted all but loss that he 
might gain Christ and receive that true  righteousness that 
is born of faith. Beside him we observe Peter, the 
horny-handed fisherman, whom God had chosen to be 
the first apostle to the Gentiles and who first defended 
and introduced to the church at Jerusalem  Paul and
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Barnabas and their breath-taking and world-shaking ad­
venture of giving the gospel to the heathen (G entiles).

Some three years ago while I was visiting the mission 
stations of our church in the Cape Verde Islands I was 
impressed with this wide reach of the gospel that includes 
all classes. While on the island of Brava, where our work 
was first begun, I observed in church that Sunday morn­
ing an attractive usher dressed in white, who, with dig­
nity, ease, and dispatch, was helping to seat and arrange 
our overflow congregation. I had m et this distinguished- 
looking gentleman the night before at an informal recep­
tion held a t the parsonage in my honor and learned that 
he was the government administrator of that island. The 
gospel had found him, and the message of holiness had 
transformed him until he, too, was num bered with that 
band of those who followed the lowly Nazarene and were 
not ashamed of Him. I was proud to own this man as, 
and was confident that he was, my brother.

On that same trip, as I traveled from the island of 
St. Vincent to Brava, I journeyed on a sailing vessel in 
primitive and true  Cape Verdian style. The boat was for 
our exclusive use for some two weeks, and I had oppor­
tunity to get acquainted with the captain and his crew. 
The sailing was primitive but expert. Included in the 
crew was one who, I learned, had recently found the 
Lord and joined our church in St. Vincent. He was one 
of the deck hands. A fter I met him, I could readily 
identify him by the multiplicity of patches on his trousers, 
but he was happy and pleasant all the time. On inquiry 
I discovered that his wages amounted to ten dollars a 
month in American money. I also learned that his family 
was large and his responsibilities great. I observed his 
daily diet—some black coffee and dark bread constituted 
his breakfast; at noon and night he ate the same dish 
without any variation, beans and corn, corn and beans— 
but he was always careful to re tu rn  thanks.
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One afternoon while I sat on the deck alone I saw our 
Nazarene sailor come from below carrying a large sheet 
of brown paper in one hand and in the other a hard- 
covered book about the size of a small hymnbook. I 
watched him while he worked for ten minutes or more 
smoothing the wrinkles out of the brown paper, and he 
then carefully used his seaman’s knife to trim  it and make 
this paper into a cover for his book. Such care and de­
liberation were manifested that my attention was caught 
and held. Finally when the job was completed, I walked 
over to him and by a gesture requested to look at his 
book. Just as I supposed, it was his Bible. Before he gave 
it to me, he patted it tenderly with his hand, touched his 
heart, and then spoke in his own language these words: 
“So good!” I held that Book gingerly in my hands and 
opened it carefully only to observe a well-marked Bible 
owned by one who could scarcely read. There were some 
stains there, too, indicating it was well used, and I thought 
I detected salt w ater spots that may have come from his 
eyes as well as from the ocean spray. Suddenly I dis­
covered myself struggling to keep back the tears as I 
realized that this man, too, was my brother and that he 
had found the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Then as I 
smilingly handed back to him his precious Bible, it 
came to me with a humbling sense of peace that I had had 
a small part in the sending of the missionaries to this 
m an’s island through the General Budget of the Church 
of the Nazarene and that through the same source I had 
helped in a m easure to subsidize his purchase of this pre­
cious Book. The gospel reaches the wise and the unwise.

B ut this debt that the apostle acknowledges also has 
an immediacy about it, an urgency. It includes the people 
and city addressed in the letter, Rome: for Paul’s obe­
dience has the language of “now” in it. “I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also” (Rom. 
1:15).
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Paxil himself was essentially a pioneer and also a 
world citizen. He did not want to build on another m an’s 
foimdation. He usually wanted to build that himself, 
but with Rome it was different. The work had already 
been started there. The faith of these Christians had 
been spoken of throughout the whole world. Neverthe­
less, Paul wanted to be with them  and to impart to them 
certain spiritual benefits. More than that, his desire to 
stop at Rome was related to a larger venture, and that 
was to extend his missionary enterprise to the West on 
his journey to Spain. “Whensoever I take my journey 
into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in my 
journey, and to be brought on my way thitherw ard by 
you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company” 
(Rom. 15:24). Paul now considers his work in the 
East concluded when he observes, “B ut now having no 
more place in these parts” (Rom. 15:23). B ut Rome 
carried a m ust in it now: “I m ust also see Rome” (Acts
19:21). This was the crossroads of the world both in 
trade and intellectual commerce, and political signifi­
cance, and it was strategic for the world vision of this 
world citizen. Previously Paul had tried a time or two to 
visit Rome but was hindered providentially. Now his 
vision and personal response had met in an immediate 
readiness to go. He was waiting for the divine signal.

This readiness to preach at Rome, for Paul, also indi­
cated a faith, inasmuch as he recognized the depth of sin 
and wickedness in this capital city. Rome was a citadel 
of evil, bu t where could Paul find a better place for a 
bastion for righteousness? To be sure, there were saints 
in Caesar’s household, but it was in this great city where 
Satan’s seat was that he wanted to help establish a strong 
church which would be world-reaching and missionary 
in its outlook.

How often God has vindicated the faith and obedience 
of His servants in the spread of the gospel of redemption
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in the midst of seemingly insurm ountable difficulties and 
opposition!

I can well remember the day when our missionary 
work in India moved at a depressingly slow rate. The 
cost in men and money was terrific, and the relative re­
turns in outward confessions seemed disproportionately 
low. Even responsible leadership in the church kept ask­
ing themselves how long we m ust pay this ghastly price 
of blood and tears in this hazardous venture. After an 
adjustment in the territory  to be explored, the faith of 
the church prevailed, and we kept on. Soon the tide 
began to turn; the patient seed-sowing began to bring 
forth a harvest. The weeping of divine compassion had 
accompanied the precious seed of the Word, and the 
rejoicing was begun. Some of the pioneers themselves 
did not witness this harvest, bu t their sons in the gospel 
did. God did not fail to give the increase.

Another illustration of this came to my attention in 
1950 during my visit to the Cape Verde Islands. On the 
island of St. Vincent I discovered a new and flourishing 
work where our missionaries. Rev. and Mrs. Earl Hos­
teller, had been residing but seven months. Already 
they were averaging approximately seven hundred a 
Sunday in all of their Sunday schools in that area. 
I then recalled that some twelve years previously Dr. J. 
B. Chapman, the general superintendent then visiting 
the field, had advised Rev. and Mrs. Everette Howard, 
the lone missionaries of that day, to leave St. Vincent 
for the time being and endeavor to establish the work 
in Praia, the capital city of the islands, in another place. 
This advice was occasioned by the hindrances and con­
flicts that were so overwhelmingly great at that time. 
The Howards left St. Vincent and did the work that Dr. 
Chapman gave them  to do in Praia. I am sure that the 
strategy of his advice was well founded, bu t the Howards 
never gave up their desire to see a strong work in St.
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Vincent, the island where the through traffic stops and 
where the high school for the islands is located. The 
progress I witnessed in my visit twelve years later was 
in answer to their prayers and tears.

“Rome also” thus includes the land and area of diffi­
culty.

Likewise “Rome also” means the gospel of the new 
frontier, new places, new openings. For Paul, Rome 
would be a base for his new missionary enterprise, even 
as Antioch had been in the beginnings of this gospel to 
the Gentiles (heathen). Nearly th irty  years ago I heard 
Dr. George Sharpe, the founder of our work in Great 
Britain, say: “If I were a young man today, I would go 
to Australia and New Zealand with the message of holi­
ness. Our church ought to be established there. They 
need our message.” Today our work is well begun in 
Australia, and the purchase of our Bible college for Aus­
tralia has just been completed in a venture largely sub­
sidized by our general N.Y.P.S. and the Nazarenes in 
Australia. Less than ten days ago I learned of our first 
church organization in New Zealand—a band of twenty 
people who have dared to plant the banner of holiness 
in their beautiful country with a faith that declares that 
holiness in its beauty and power is for New Zealand also.

Even while I write today, I know of a young couple 
in the Southland who have recently resigned their charge. 
They are all packed up and ready to go, waiting only for 
their passport and visa to begin a new venture for the 
Church of the Nazarene in establishing a church in  the 
Panama Canal Zone, with the hope and vision that this 
might be the opening wedge for reaching the country of 
Panama. Out there in the Canal Zone there are a little 
band of Nazarenes now in the m ilitary service who are 
praying and working and believing that God will use 
them to establish a holiness church in that busy cross­
roads of America.
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Paul’s obligation to the souls of men around the world 
was also based on his unashamed confidence in the effec­
tual power of the gospel itself. This gospel could do what 
needed to be done for men if only we would expose these 
men to its message and they in tu rn  would respond with 
humble, obedient faith. The debt to all nations and all 
classes gripped Paul because he felt that the divine deUv- 
erance was adequate for the need of all. I t was suited to all 
and free for all through divine grace. Therefore, it should 
be offered to all by the hum an servants, the Christian 
missionaries and witnesses. It was this mighty and all- 
embracing cosmic view that made Paul feel his debt. 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” 
Therefore, Paul felt, “We are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (II Cor. 5:19,
20).

The term s of this gospel were simple, penetrating, and 
universal—“to every one that beheveth.” With such an 
approach every land could be reached and all classes 
touched, this despite the sinfulness of sin. In truth, sin 
was such that no one but God could deal with it, and 
this God did and then “commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). One theologian h a s  observed, “The 
atonement was a task fit for the energy of God,” and the 
victory of Christ’s cross is evidenced by the power of 
the open tomb. The gospel does not ask for quarter from 
sin in any form or among any people. The gospel means 
“salvation to every one that believeth.” To find a man, 
a class, a people, a race bereft of God is to observe the 
worst form of loneliness, and, according to this Bible view, 
it means that they are without hope. To these we have 
good news, and the nature of their disaster and the 
trium ph of our message make it imperative that we do 
not deny them. In this venture our faith m ust not stand
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in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. Neither 
must we give way to the sign-seeking desired in religions 
of magic; for our answer is in the dynamic of a moral 
transformation that is wrought by God himself. There 
is no essential difference among men in their basic needs 
and in their fundamental response, “For the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whoso­
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” 
(Rom. 10:12, 13).

With such a heritage of faith as the Church of the 
Nazarene enjoys today, what a sense of obligation m ust be 
ours! W hat have we that we did not receive, and at 
what cost? Paul wrote the Roman church that when 
he would get to them he would “come in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ” (Rom. 15:29). B ut I 
would remind you that he proposed that trip  en route 
to a world missionary enterprise. So far as I know, he 
went to Rome as a prisoner bu t also as a servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and as a debtor to all men in need. If 
our church would possess and retain and exemplify this 
same fullness of God that is ours through the message 
and experience of heart holiness and the indwelling Spirit, 
then our fullness m ust be made manifest by an overflow 
and a spirit of sharing. The same inescapable debt that 
confronted Paul is ours today. His argument, his logic, his 
spiritual facts are unanswerable. “How then shall they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written. 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gos­
pel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” 
(Rom. 10:14, 15.)

With such a heritage as we enjoy today, how can 
any local congregation or district in our connection give 
less than 10 per cent of all its total receipts to the world
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enterprise of our church? How can we sin in ceasing to 
pray for our missionaries and national witnesses around 
the world? How can we hold back our sons and our 
daughters if they are Spirit-filled and Spirit-led? How 
can we delay any longer in this “Crusade for Souls Now” 
unless we deny the very gospel that we profess? I am 
debtor to all, and now I am ready to go: for I am not 
ashamed of this gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Balanced Missions

D. I. Vanderpool

Christianity and missions are inseparable. Jesus came 
into the world on a mission; that mission was to provide 
redemption for a lost world. He sent His disciples into 
the world on a mission; that mission was to tell the story 
of redemption to that lost world. When the boundaries 
of redemption are discovered, the Church will then know 
when and where she can lay down her burdens and relax.

“We have a story to tell” can well be not only the 
theme of a song but the heart cry of the Christian Church 
from the first century to this one and on to the last one.

After His resurrection Jesus walked with His disciples 
for some days and talked with them of things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God. It would be very interesting to 
know all that He said, but of course that is impossible. 
But it is easy to deduct that the theme of His conversation 
was world-wide evangelism. His climactic statement be­
fore He broke the power of gravitation and ascended on 
high was: “But ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
imto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and imto the uttermost part of the earth.”

In that final statement to His disciples we find the 
summing up of the fireside, seashore, mountaintop, and 
closed-room conferences which He held with His disciples 
before His ascension. In it at least four things are found 
that pertain to the kingdom of God.

First, the Holy Spirit is designated as the One who 
would energize the Church for her task—“Ye shall re-
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ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” 
Not power accumulated by lobbying, backslapping, 
scheming, and finally sharing a place in the poUtical 
world; not power received through amassed wealth or 
from favorable standing among the rich; not power con­
ferred by the intelligentsia or secured through worldly 
wisdom— b̂ut spiritual power, heart-energizing power, 
power from above. Power that removes the chaff and 
purges the flour. Power that puts men over the city 
wall in a basket at midnight. Power that makes men 
ride out the storm and shout at the close of the day, “Sirs, 
I beheve God.” Power that makes men choose to die 
rather than to disobey.

“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you.” The Holy Ghost clothes with power, 
endues with power, and reinforces the soul with power. 
His coming reams out selfishness, burns away moral cow­
ardice, and cleanses the temple into which He moves to 
become “the Man with the drawn sword.” Holy Ghost- 
imparted power is Christ’s method of energizing His 
disciples—be it the task of Peter, the preacher; or 
Stephen, the steward. Without His power the church is 
hke a great railroad engine with no fire in the furnace, 
no steam in the boiler, no power to move the train loaded 
with valuable freight.

A few years ago we erected some new buildings at 
our campground. New electrical kitchen equipment was 
installed. Finally the electricity load became so heavy 
that great care had to be taken not to burn out a fuse 
and leave the camp in darkness. Just one electric light 
too many would cause trouble.

When appeal was made to the power company, we 
were informed that the company had abundance of power 
and that they were not responsible for our dilemma. The 
company went further to say that the fault was ours. Our 
transformers were too small and our wires too light.
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Nothing could be done about our trouble until we rewired 
and secured larger transformers. We paid the price— 
rewired, got new transformers—and our trouble was past. 
We could attach anything we needed, and there was 
power to run it.

Sometimes we are inclined to think the church is now 
carrying a capacity load. But, thank God, we can rewire, 
bring on new transformers, and have power for every 
need. The energizing Holy Ghost waits now to come 
upon the church to meet her every need.

Second, we note that the task of the Church is to evan­
gelize. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me”—not secret dis­
ciples, bystanders, or fence straddlers—but witnesses. 
Witnessing implies testimony. The Church has a story 
to tell. It is the greatest story ever told: the story of 
Jesus and His power to save; the story of how He became 
poor that we through His poverty might be made rich; 
how He died and rose again that we might have life and 
have it more abundantly. We are His witnesses. What 
we saw, what we heard, what we felt, what we know— 
all of this we must tell. Our task is to evangelize by 
every means. In sermon, lesson, and song; from pulpit, 
classroom, and radio, our wonderful story must be told. 
Jesus is mighty to save and strong to deliver. Jesus is 
God’s answer to the sin problem; Jesus can deliver from 
the guilt, bondage, and pollution of sin— t̂hese are glorious 
truths that go into the story which the Church must tell. 
The Church has not been called to erect churches, schools, 
or hospitals except as they fit into the great task of 
evangelizing the millions of earth. There is nothing else in 
all church work so important, so thrilling, and so fruitful 
as evangelism.

The third thing pertaining to the Kingdom which is 
indicated in the theme sentence is that the Church must 
equalize her efforts at home and abroad—“both in Jeru-
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Salem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.”

In symbol today “Jerusalem” represents our local 
churches and local interests; “all Judaea” represents our 
districts here at home; “Samaria,” our overseas home- 
mission fields; while the “uttermost part of the earth” 
clearly pictures the faraway missionary lines of the 
church wherever we may operate!

The word both is the equalizer. The task of the church 
is “both” near and far, not one to the exclusion of the 
other. Jerusalem is the base from which the good news 
starts; without “Jerusalem” there can be no “Judaea” 
in church endeavor. Without “Jerusalem” and “Judaea” 
there can be no “Samaria” and no “uttermost part of 
the earth.” The lifeline of glorious truth can never reach 
the uttermost part of the earth unless there is a home 
base upon which to stand and a strong arm with which 
to swing that lifeline. The policy must be one beach­
head after another, farther out and farther on, until the 
good news of the church is carried to earth’s remotest 
bounds. To be a good home missionary an individual 
must be a foreign missionary at heart. One must see 
the value of a strong home base and all of the beach­
heads in between.

The Holy Ghost, operating along God’s plan, forever 
binds the words “home” and “foreign” inseparably to­
gether with that one word “both” in Jerusalem, all Judaea, 
Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth. In the 
task of the church an individual will not make a good 
witness afar until after he has been a faithful witness at 
home.

No church or pastor who has a proper evaluation of 
this word both will ever pit foreign missions against home 
missions or vice versa. God plans to equalize our in­
terest by the word both, thus carrying on His plan for 
world-wide evangelism.
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I knew a man who gave to the church his entire crop 
to be harvested and sold with the understanding that all 
of the money would go to foreign missions. At the same 
time his local church was badly in need of money to re­
pair the leaking church roof, and the district home- 
mission program was in dire need of funds. The district 
superintendent had mortgaged his worn, battered furni­
ture for seventy-five dollars to pay rent on a building in 
which to hold a revival and organize the Church of the 
Nazarene. That was thirty years ago. A short time ago 
it was my privilege to dedicate a lovely, remodeled church 
property valued at $125,000.00 belonging to the church 
which had been organized through the investment of 
that seventy-five dollars. This church has helped to 
organize other churches in the city, has gone all out for 
district home missions, and has given thousands of dollars 
to the General Budget. The man whom I mentioned 
above needed a vision of balanced missions.

The last thing I note is the importance of emphasis. 
“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me.” 
Jesus emphasized that power would be given and that, 
when the power of the Holy Ghost was given. He would 
make witnesses out of His disciples. The need for this 
emphasis is evidenced by Bible examples. Jesus said, 
“Let us go into the next towns.” He also said, “Other 
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring.” Home and foreign missions were on His heart. 
He gave emphasis to His heart cry and inner longing 
when He said, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.”

The Early Church emphasized the importance of the 
things that pertained to the Kingdom when, after prayer 
and fasting, they laid their hands upon Paul and Bar­
nabas, and sent them away to a new field. No Early 
Church member sat down and said, “Let someone else
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do it.” The story was pent up as a fire in his bones. His 
only comfort came from being a witness.

Paul emphasized evangelism by his extended mission­
ary trips. He would rather go in chains than not go at all. 
Harmon Schmekenbach would rather go to Africa and 
die than not go at all.

The incoming of the Holy Ghost guarantees the out­
going of the glorious message of redemption. Spirit-filled 
men cannot and will not discount or neglect world-wide 
evangelism. Balanced missions must be emphasized in 
the church, Sunday school, N.F.M.S., N.Y.P.S., and 
Juniors until every group feels the grip of missionary 
responsibility. Jesus emphasized the shall in being ener­
gized and the shall in evangelizing far and near, and He 
did it that the world might be given a fervent. Spirit- 
filled, balanced missionary program. Balanced missions 
which give assurance of world-wide evangelism was the 
all-important matter lying nearest His great heart. He 
talked about it, gave instruction concerning it, and pro­
vided power and plans to bring it to pass.

Shall we not take to heart His parting message ever, 
as we do the last words of our departing loved ones, and 
go all out to inspire the church everywhere to launch 
anew a world-wide evangelism program based on bal­
anced missions?

The heart of the Master’s parting message was ener­
gize, evangelize, equalize, emphasize. “Ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.”
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The in the Gospel

Hugh C. Benner

Scripture: John 4:31-35; Rom. 10:13-15; Prov. 11:24
The Church of the first century was principally a mis­

sionary enterprise. Those early Christians possessed 
practically none of the tangible assets of the modern 
Church. In the beginning they had no church buildings, 
no New Testament, no Christian hymns, no Christian liter­
ature, no prestige, no protection, no specialized depart­
ments, and only the simplest type of general organization. 
They soon came into violent conflict with two formidable 
forces of opposition: the Jewish rehgion and the civil 
government of Rome.

But in spite of these problems the Christians of that 
early day, “filled with the Holy Ghost,” were irresistible, 
and produced what is probably the greatest single cen­
tury of Christian achievement. The fullness of the Spirit 
gave them vision and spiritual “drive” which moved 
them out into a program of evangelism that included 
“every creature,” and extended “unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.”

Their success did not come as the result of a great 
mass movement. It was rather the result of the penetra­
tion of pagan territory by individual Christians who gave 
their witness to the redeeming grace of Jesus Christ and 
brought the lost to Him. They had sensed and accepted 
the challenge of the Great Commission. They were 
gripped by the “go” in the gospel.
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J esus Christ and Evangelism

This evangelistic spirit is fundamental in vital Chris­
tianity. It was this which Jesus Christ emphasized to His 
disciples in John 4, and this spirit of outreach is consist­
ently the spirit of our Lord’s ministry, message, and mis­
sion. In connection with the Nativity, when the angel 
gave the joyous message to the shepherds, the record tells 
us that they said, “Let us now go . . . and see.” And 
having seen, “they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child.”

After the Resurrection, when the disciples came to the 
tomb, the angel’s message to them was, “Go quickly.” 
There was no suggestion of remaining near the empty 
tomb. With Christ risen, the tomb ceased to have any 
particular attraction. The spirit of the Resurrection was 
that of following the living Lord into a world that needed 
His gospel.

As Jesus Christ came near to the time of His ascen­
sion, He continued this emphasis. It was then that He 
gave the Great Commission, “Go ye into all the world.” 
It was at that time that He declared, “Ye shall be wit­
nesses unto me . . . xmto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
Thus, the basic message of the Ascension was, “Go.”

And what of the Day of Pentecost? On that epochal 
day, as the disciples waited before God in accordance 
with their Lord’s injunction, “they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” Imagine trying to hold that group in 
that room! Filled with the very Spirit of God himself, 
it was inevitable that this basic interest of the heart of 
Christ should be in evidence. It seems that they veritably 
burst forth from that Upper Room. The burning Spirit 
of Pentecost made it impossible for them to sit around 
and enjoy their spiritual victory. Out they went into 
the streets of Jerusalem, and within a few minutes the
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Apostle Peter was giving fearless and forceful expression 
to the truth and claims of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

In the light of the emphasis on “going” which is found 
in connection with these major exj>eriences, it is not at 
all strange that the same emphasis is like a golden thread 
running through the ministry of Christ. He knew the 
tendency of humanity to become self-centered and limited 
in vision. He knew the power of the temptation to turn 
toward a human program of self-interest, and against 
this He gave His exhortation of warning, “Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields.”

The Apostle Paul and Evangelism

This missionary spirit of Jesus Christ was a major 
element in the Early Church and found its perfect ex­
pression in the message and activities of the Apostle Paul. 
From the time of his conversion he was gripped by the 
evangelistic mission of Christ and His Church. To this 
he gave himself without reservation. This intense evan­
gelistic endeavor was not the result of outward compul­
sion, but rather it came from within his redeemed heart. 
In his writings we may find expression for the deep and 
true and worthy motives of Christian evangelism.

Missionary Motivation

1. Our Debt to Christ
In the first chapter of his letter to the Romans, Paul 

declares, “I am debtor.” While the expression of this 
debt was in relation to men, it is clear that the source of 
it was his relationship to Christ. Behind this expression 
is his memory of the Damascus Road. Paul never could 
move very far away from the power and glory of that 
experience. From a proud, selfish, bigoted, bitter, mur­
derous Pharisee, hating Christ and all that belonged to 
His way of life, he had been transformed into a meek.



unselfish, devoted Christian, loving his Lord with a death­
less love, and willing to sacrifice even life itself to win 
a lost world to Christ. Paul had come to know this 
“power of God unto salvation,” and his fellowship with 
the Master made him feel in such debt that only a life 
of full and sacrificial service could satisfy his sense of 
responsibility and indebtedness to Christ.

This same strong sense of debt to our Lord should 
move us to ever greater efforts in behalf of a world with­
out God. Sometimes we are prone to act as if we always 
had been saints. But a moment of reflection will remind 
us that once we, too, were sinners, far away from God, 
“burdened with sin, and oppressed,” guilty and con­
demned before God. But through the atoning death of 
Jesus Christ, and by faith in Him, we were “brought 
nigh,” the burden was taken away, we were justified 
through His grace, and came to know “the peace of God, 
which passeth all imderstanding.” This gracious exper­
ience with God should keep us ever under a deep sense 
of responsibility to give this glorious message to all men 
everywhere. To do less is to impose and presume upon 
the mercy of God.

2. The Need of the World
Jesus Christ was moved always by the need of men. 

His whole ministry was directed toward human need. A 
professed Christian who has no concern for the spiritually 
needy represents an incongruity. Vital Christian ex­
perience carries with it a concern for the needs of others.

Paul gives expression to this element of Christian 
life in a series of questions. After declaring the glorious 
truth, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved,” he continues with the inexorable and 
undebatable logic of Christian evangelism. “How then 
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?” 
“How shall they believe in him of whom they have not
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heard?” “How shall they hear without a preacher?” 
“How shall they preach, except they be sent?”

These questions bring every vital and sincere Chris­
tian face to face with a world-wide responsibility, based 
on need. Every Christian, whether preacher or layman, 
is bound into this chain of evangelism. For the most 
part, the problem is not that of securing preachers. 
Through the years of our denominational history God 
has laid His hand on thousands of our young men and 
women, and they have responded to this divine call. And 
today thousands of them feel this call to give themselves 
to the work of the Christian ministry at home or abroad. 
No, the problem is not foxmd in the question, “How shall 
they hear without a preacher?” Even now, there are 
fifteen himdred of them in actual preparation in our 
Nazarene colleges and the Seminary.

The problem is: “How shall they preach, except they
be sent?” Our hundreds of thousands of laymen find 
their greatest area of missionary responsibility in that 
last phrase. God does not work at cross-purposes. When 
He calls one to missionary service. He has somewhere 
the potential means of support. One of the most distress­
ing tragedies of Christian service is that of answering a 
call to foreign missionary activity and then finding the 
actual appointment deferred year after year for lack of 
financial support until it is too late to fulfill the God- 
given mission. The unspeakable need of the world should 
impel every Christian to see to it that his full respon- 
sibihty is discharged, wherever he may find himself in 
this chain of evangelism.

3. Love for Jesus Christ
As strong as is the sense of debt to Christ, as demand­

ing as the need of the lost world may be, there is yet a 
more valid and gripping motivation: love for Jesus Christ.
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The compulsion of duty and debt may be legalistic; the 
need of the world may elicit a response that is largely 
philanthropic. But deeper than duty or philanthropy is 
the constraint of divine love. The soul that is redeemed, 
whose sins are forgiven and whose heart has been 
cleansed from all unrighteousness, feels not only a love 
toward his Saviour but as well a love for those who are 
away from God. Those for whom Christ died become 
the concern of every true follower of Christ.

Such a love for lost souls makes the individual a sharer 
in the divine redemptive mission in the truest sense. Such 
a motive impels the Christian himself to become a soul 
winner, and causes him to consecrate all his powers and 
possessions to this, the greatest and most fundamental 
concern of the Christian and the Church.

The Law of Increase

The Church of the Nazarene was born in an atmos­
phere of missionary fervor. The motives discussed earlier 
were present in abundant measure in those early days. 
The Great Commission was taken seriously in relation 
to both home and foreign evangelism. The rapid growth 
of the first two decades can be attributed to this fervent, 
soul-winning activity.

The tendency of any group, when it has grown to 
sizable proportions, is to become self-satisfied and self- 
centered. Local demands for new or improved faciUties, 
the need for more adequate support of pastors, and other 
local interests tend to consume an increasing proportion 
of the financial income of the church. The pressure of 
local church indebtedness often constitutes a strong temp­
tation to neglect the world-wide responsibility of the 
congregation.

True, the local needs must be met and the local church 
adequately financed, or complete failure will result. But
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no local financial project is justified which will compel 
the church to neglect its wider responsibility. Churches, 
as well as individuals, face the spiritual law of increase. 
Centuries before Jesus Christ lived on earth, the Wise 
Preacher declared, “There is that scattereth, and yet in- 
creaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty.” Such a principle sounds 
foolish to the world, but it “makes good sense” to the 
spiritually minded.

Our Lord was dealing with the same issue when He 
said, “Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; 
and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.” Hoard­
ing has no place in the Christian gospel, for either the 
individual or church. That church which is generous 
toward the world-wide outreach of the gospel will know 
the blessing of God, both spiritually and financially. But 
that church which “withholdeth more than is meet,” that 
hides behind debts and other local issues to excuse itself 
from its full share of missionary support, will come to 
poverty of both spirit and purse.

Jesus Christ said to His disciples, “Go ye . . . and, lo, 
I am with you.” But we need to be reminded of the 
reverse truth: If we go not. He will not be with us. Our 
only means of guaranteeing the Divine Presence is to 
enter fully into our part of the divine mission. To fail 
at this point is to doom the church to poverty and defeat.

Divine Urgency

“Crusade for Souls Now.” This watchword of the 
Church of the Nazarene carries with it the sense of ur­
gency which is consistent with the teachings of Jesus. 
“The fields . . . are white already to harvest,” were the 
urgent words of the Master. The “Go” in the gospel is 
not a word for tomorrow but for today. The forces of 
evil and of anti-Christian propaganda are not inchned
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to wait. Day and night they work with a desperation 
and a sacrificial spirit that is beyond belief. Great areas 
of the world are now open to the gospel, but any or all 
of these may be closed at an early date.

The challenge is real and urgent. We have the mes­
sage of hope which the world needs. May the days of 
these mid-century years find the Church of the Nazarene 
with such a sweeping vision, such spiritual initiative, and 
such evangelistic zeal as will make these the most glorious 
and fruitful years of our history.

Let us really put the “Go” in our gospel—and do it 
now!



^̂ The Singing of the Waterŝ ^
Remiss Rehfeldt

T e x t s : Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; hut the water that I shall give 
him shall he in him a well of water springing up into ever­
lasting life (John 4:14).

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that helieveth on me, as the scripture 
hath said, out of his helly shall flow rivers of living water. 
(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that helieve 
on him should receive) (John 7:37-39).

S cripture L esso n : John 4:4-42
Water in God’s Word represents affliction and salva­

tion. In the Old Testament it is typical of affliction. 
David said, “He drew me out of many waters” (II Sam. 
22:17), and, “The waters are come into my soul” (Ps. 
69:1). Isaiah spoke of “the water of affliction” (Isa. 
30:20), but assured the people of God’s promised pres­
ence: “When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee” (Isa. 43:2). The New Testament uses this 
figure to symbolize salvation. 'The Apostle John em­
ployed it both in his Gospel and in the Revelation. Jesus 
used it to emphasize the work of the Spirit. It is through 
the Living Waters that sorrow is turned into joy, dark­
ness into light, mourning into singing, and everlasting de­
struction into eternal salvation.

This subject is figurative. It is a portion of a beau­
tiful song entitled “The Old Fountain,” which recently
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gained my attention during a midweek prayer service. 
The first stanza and chorus illustrate the scripture lesson:

By Samaria’s wayside well,
Once a blessed message fell
On a woman’s thirsty soul, long ago;
And to eyes that long were sealed 
Was the glorious truth revealed.
Thro’ a fountain that was opened long ago.

C horus

There’s a fountain that was opened long ago;
For the healing of the nations is its flow.

Along the line of ages, the prophets and the sages 
Caught the singing of the waters, long ago.

“The singing of the waters”! This fires the imagina­
tion, thrills the soul, quickens the pulse beat, and brings 
us to our feet with hearts and ears elert to catch that 
which motivated the prophets and sages of old.

Living waters sing. In June of 1949 at the assembly 
in Benque Viejo, British Honduras, Dona Camila Perez 
prayed. There was scarcely a word I could understand. 
The prayer was in Spanish. It lifted the congregation into 
the presence of God. Tears were mingled with her 
anointed utterances, which I learned later contained both 
praise and petition. One depth of spiritual blessing after 
another was sounded as she prayed. God had opened 
in her heart a spiritual fountain and the waters were 
singing. Affliction and persecution since the beginning 
of the work in that idolatrous jungle village had not kept 
this saint of God from drinking at the fountain. Living 
water from the eternal fountainhead had been released 
in her soul and she was satisfied. Like the woman of 
Samaria, she began winning her village to Christ. The 
stories of the Sychar revival and the Benque Viejo mis-
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sion station are parallels. “And many believed on him 
for the saying of the woman, which testified . . (John 
4:39). A river of clear, cool water flows near the mission 
station where people have been carrying their waterpots 
for many years. Dona Camila Perez was the first con­
vert. She received the message of holiness gladly. Other 
victories followed and the waters began to sing.

A symbolical truth can best be presented by con­
trasts and comparisons. Let us therefore consider “Liv­
ing Waters and Jacob’s Well,” “Living Waters and Daily 
Bread,” and “Living Waters and Empty Vessels.” Thus 
we will compare the supernatural with the natural, the 
spiritual with the physical, and the divine with the 
human. In doing so may we underscore three clauses in 
the fourth chapter of John’s Gospel: “He must needs
go through Samaria” (4:4); “Master, eat” (4:31); and, 
“Sir, give me this water” (4:15).

Living Waters and Jacob’s Well
Jacob’s Well, which was one hundred feet deep, pro­

vided waters both refreshing and abundant. For cen­
turies it had proved to be adequate for man’s natural 
thirsts. This central water supply was a great attraction. 
Jesus must needs go there. His mind was occupied with 
thoughts about living water and the deeper thirsts of the 
soul. Help where it was most needed was always His 
chief concern. It was at this well that the great Saviour 
met the great sinner and a heathen village turned from 
its idolatrous worship. Neither the Samaritan woman 
nor the village of Sychar would ever be the same. Jesus 
must needs go to open the fountain of living water and 
to lay the cornerstone of His world kingdom.

How hke the Master are the missionaries! Because 
of a divine call, they are impelled to go where purely 
human judgment would sound a strong word of caution.
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The 1932 General Assembly Journal records the loss of 
three stalwart missionaries who were examples of Christ- 
likeness in that they placed the supernatural ahead of 
other considerations, however legitimate they may have 
been. Read the minutes and you will sense the divine 
compulsion.

Eltie Muse was a devoted lover of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and a missionary with a most excellent record. She served 
a term of years. She pined to return and finish her life 
task. Addressing a great group of Nazarenes at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, before she knew she was to be privileged to return 
to India, she said: “I would rather live on black bread,
eat meat only once in a week, wear coarse, ill-fitting gar­
ments, ride in a bullock cart in the stifling dust and burning 
sun of India and sleep on the floor, than to remain in 
America and fail to be privileged to lead a few more of 
India’s people to God.” She obtained her heart’s desire, 
and returned to India’s millions. Passionately throwing 
herself into the work which was made extra heavy by 
lack of reinforcements, she reduced her physical resistance. 
Virulent smallpox seized her for its prey. She died the 
victim of her own self-devoted heart . . . and declared 
with dying breath that she would rather die as a mission­
ary in India, than to live in ease and comfort in the home­
land.

Esther Carson Winans, a faithful and devout woman, was 
called as a missionary before she knew the sweet privileges 
of salvation in Jesus. Graduated from the University, 
she answered the call, spending several fruitful years in 
Peru. There she wedded Roger S. Winans, a missionary. 
Together they penetrated to the region of the Aguanma 
Indians, and prepared to give them the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This people had no schools, no literature, no 
written language. Brother and Sister Winans started at 
the bottom. It was while preparing an alphabet and the 
rudiments of literature for the entrance of the Word to these 
darkened minds that she was stricken down, December 6, 
1928. Her spirit swept out to its eternal rewcird, leaving 
behind a broken home, a broken mission and an Indian 
tribe with broken hearts. Her few earthly goods had been 
transported in rough board boxes to these Aguanma re­
cesses in the Andes. Little did she dream that the bearers
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were carrying her coffin with them, for one was con­
structed by her own father out of these same boxes. 
Lifted in the strong hands of her stalwart Indian listeners, 
her frail remains were borne to a hillock overlooking the 
racing Maranon river. She rests amid the wild moun­
tains of the people to whom she gave her life in order to 
bring them to God.

Harmon F. Schmelzenbach went to South Africa as a 
missionary in 1907. He selected our Nazarene field in 
Swaziland and laid the foimdation of the splendid work 
there. A British official of that country is reported to have 
said that our Brother Schmelzenbach had won the confi­
dence of the native Swazis as few had since the days of 
David Livingstone. When he trekked into Swaziland in 
1911 few Christian natives were to be found. When he 
furloughed for the first time in 1928, he left behind him a 
fine corps of missionaries, a splendid group of native 
preachers, and fully one thousand believers. He was 
present at the 1928 General Assembly and stirred all hear­
ers with his spiritual vision and heartbroken burden for 
“dark Africa.” He obtained little rest in the homeland, 
and pined ceaselessly for his missionary tasks. Before the 
dawn of 1929 the General Board returned him. However, 
it was evident to his associates that his work was over.
His will for the Lord’s service was powerful, but his malar­
ial smitten body refused to respond. Early in May, 1929, 
he wrote pathetically asking to be relieved of official 
duties. He declcired his intention of being carried in a 
chair each day to the big highway where he could testify 
of Jesus to the passing natives. Even this resolution of his 
unconquerable spirit was denied him, and he “fell on 
sleep” May 22, 1929. Thus fell at his post, with armor 
bright, one of our noblest missionary heroes. Twenty-one 
years in Africa without a furlough, he toiled. Fever- 
stricken again and again, he rose from beds of illness to 
prosecute the work of Jesus’ salvation among the people of 
Swaziland. With the spirit of a pioneer he planted the 
gospel among them. His monument is found in the thou­
sands of saved souls who will ascend from Swaziland to 
meet Harmon Schmelzenbach at the Resurrection. His 
grave is made amid the scenes of his spiritual victories.

The missionaries, like the Master, have gone to serve 
people who know only the natural and temporal, that they
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may experience through Christ Jesus the supernatural 
and eternal. Knowing that there are thousands of centers 
of attraction around the world where heathen men and 
women gather every day in pursuit of satisfaction for nat­
ural longings and desires; realizing that there is a vast dif­
ference between the supernatural and the natural, living 
waters and Jacob’s Well; sensing that on yonder curb­
stone must be stationed a representative of Christ, that 
each Sychar may have its revival and darkened souls 
may be rescued from eternal night, they have felt that 
they must needs go. In this mission they have indeed 
fallen in step with the prophets and sages. Their hearts 
are not too cold nor their feet too sluggish to march when 
the Spirit bids them go. And they have caught the sing­
ing of the waters as thousands of nationals testify to the 
experience of heart hohness.

Living Waters and Daily Bread
Having considered the blessing of salvation tides in 

heathen hearts as missionaries have identified themselves 
with the Master, let us be practical enough to turn our 
attention homeward. There must be breadwinners. Not 
all can go. But let no one use this as a shield. While it 
is true that there must of necessity be breadwinners, 
may the Lord deliver us from being narrow in our sym­
pathies and complacent in our attitudes and actions.

It was perfectly legitimate for the members of the 
Early Church to buy bread, but it was tragic when they 
could see nothing except bread. There is a strong sug­
gestion in the scripture lesson which shows that the dis­
ciples were too much concerned over material things. 
To their plea, “Master, eat,” Jesus said, “I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of.” Please note the phrase, “That 
ye know not of.” Another indication of their spiritual 
dullness was that they were saying, “There are yet four
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months, and then cometh harvest.” JeSus said, “Look on 
the fields”—NOW! There must be an urgency in our 
manner and method. There must be a loose hold on 
material things which places them in the realm of the 
less important. Meat and drink make legitimate claims, 
but the water must sing in heathen hearts; the Spirit must 
have His place in their lives; pagan darkness must not 
remain. Souls must be won! Christ would have His 
followers know the deep satisfaction of Sychar revivals. 
New areas must be reached. Those deep in sin must be 
rescued, heathen must see the hght, and idol worshipers 
must know the power of the indwelling Spirit. The 
Church must sound the call, “If any man thirst . . . , ” and 
the promise, “From within him rivers of living waters 
shall flow” (Weymouth), and the word, “This spake he 
of the Spirit.”

How like the disciples are many present-day church 
members! Can it truly be said that America has caught 
the singing of the waters when the average gift last year 
for foreign missions was only $1.35 per church member? 
When it is true that we invested less than the equivalent 
of one small hamburger, of which Americans are espe­
cially fond, per month for the redemption of the world, 
can we be too vitally interested? If church members 
gave so httle, the total picture for the nation is pathetic. 
When it comes to eating and living complacently with 
ample security and good economic standards, we excel. 
And the story is virtually the same in other Christian 
nations. We must admit the truth. It is tragic! May 
God awaken and help Christendom.

But we must guard against generahties. Can the 
members of the Church of the Nazarene face their Master 
without shame? When membership in the Prayer and 
Fasting League, the missing of one meal each week, and 
the investment of one lone quarter for the neglected meal 
would increase the world evangelism program by one-
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third of its present proportions, can we claim to have 
done very much? Each member of the church must stir 
himself. The hour is desperately dark. The flame 
of our faith in Christ, the Redeemer of the world, must 
shine forth into the darkness. With eight hundred mil­
lion people in the world under the domination of atheistic 
communism and untold millions more in pagan darkness, 
we must place Kingdom interests first. A spiritual ad­
vance must be the order of the day or we will not long 
enjoy present physical comforts, to say nothing of spir­
itual liberties. The living waters must sing!

There is light on the horizon. In every local church 
there are those who have responded. The interests of 
the Kingdom are supreme. Their lives are built around 
the work of the church. These nobles have proved the 
statement: “When care is taken that the work of God’s
house goes well, it will likely go well at our house.” They 
have found real satisfaction in “the singing of the waters.” 
God’s Spirit possesses them entirely and spiritual things 
are their meat and drink. Thank God for such Kingdom 
builders.

Living Waters and Empty Vessels
World evangelism pays big dividends on its invest­

ments. Man-made systems of religion are forsaken when 
Christ is discovered. How wonderful the power of His 
gospel! How satisfying the indwelling Spirit!

Heathen people are like the Samaritan woman: sinful 
and idolatrous, but responsive; sinful beyond the point 
of decency. Moral standards are virtually unknown. 
They may have some element of truth in their code of 
ethics but it is powerless to lead them to the truth. Their 
idolatrous systems and man-made religions fall short 
simply because they are human. In some sections of the 
world the devil has so possessed the people that they
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worship him for fear of the evil he will otherwise bring 
upon them. How they need deUverance!

Through the Spirit’s indwelling they are experiencing 
deliverance. Ask Erick Price, who was reported to be 
the best rum maker in British Honduras. Inquire of Don 
Juan Espinoza, in Nicaragua; Esperideon Julca or Bal- 
tazar Rubio, in Peru; Abraham Gonzales, in Mexico; or 
Decker Yazzie, among the Navajo Indians. Travel to 
Japan for the testimonies of Kitagawa and Isayama, or 
to Korea and listen to Chung and Kim. Hear what 
Bhujbal and Borde of India have to say, and talk with 
Thahabiyah and Sarian of Syria. Meet Josef Mkwanzie 
and Phineas Dlamini of Africa. Thousands swell the 
chorus. “Let aU the nations be gathered together, let all 
the people be assembled: . . .  let them bring forth their 
witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, 
and say, It is truth” (Isa. 43:9). It’s so! Thank God, 
it is truth!

Let the waters sing on! “The wilderness, and the 
solitary place, shall be glad . . . the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom . . .  in the wilderness shall waters break 
out, and streams in the desert . . .  an highway shall be 
there . . .  it shall be called. The way of holiness” (see 
Isaiah 35).

Let the Samaritans hear and every nation under the 
blazing sun partake of the living waters. The inspired 
apostle cried: “He shewed me a pure river of water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and 
on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing 
of the nations” (Rev. 22:1, 2).

Let the church be sensitive to the singing waters. May 
the increase in world-wide holiness evangelism continue
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until the harvest day is over and the redeemed are gath­
ered home. May we keep our wants at a minimum and 
order our lives on a simple pattern so that investments 
can be greater and all may hear and say, “It is truth.” The 
church will be faithful and thousands will witness on 
that day. “After this I beheld,” said John, “and, lo, a 
great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
white robes, and palms in their hands; . . . saying. Salva­
tion to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. And all the angels . . . fell before the throne 
on their faces, and worshipped God, saying, Amen” 
(Rev. 7:9-12).

Let me catch step with the prophets and the sages. 
Let my heart and ears be atune to “the singing of the 
waters.” I will be no stranger to the household of God 
but, by His grace, a fellow citizen with the saints. What 
of permanent value is there without waters that sing? 
Jacob’s Well with its natural supply fails in the crucial 
test, daily bread is not sufficient, and empty humanistic 
ideals fall far short. The Living Water of the Spirit 
alone remains. It springs up into everlasting life.

The old fountain is our only hope. Every nation is 
dependent upon its healing waters. Individuals are hope­
lessly lost without this fountain of divine life. The 
Living Water! “This spake he of the Spirit.” We will 
“sing it, shout it, preach it, and live it.” Holiness! Holi­
ness world-wide! Holiness forevermore!
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Bread for the Hungry

Louise R. Chapman

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 
and there was a certain beggar named hazarus, which 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to he fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. And it 
came to pass, that the beggar died . . . the rich man also 
died, and was buried (Luke 16:19-22).

We and our people are rich in multitudes of blessings 
that are by-products of our Christian civilization. We 
live in warm homes; we travel in comfortable cars; we 
eat from well-laden tables, sleep on soft beds, retire at 
night without fear, and rise in the morning to freedom 
and liberty.

We are rich in the knowledge of a loving God. We 
have Jesus as a sympathetic Friend and an all-sufficient 
Saviour. We know that “all things work together for 
good to them that love God,” and that one day Jesus will 
come again to receive us unto himself and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.

We fare sumptuously every day. There are Bibles 
in our homes, churches on our street corners, and pastors 
to care for our souls. There are schools for our children 
and medical attention for our physical ills. There is fel­
lowship with the saints for our spiritual upbuilding, and 
beautiful Easter morning in remembrance of the risen 
Christ.
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Lying at our very doors are teeming multitudes, hun­
gry and full of sores. Millions are naked, with no gar­
ments for their shivering bodies. They have never had 
a full stomach, never slept on a bed, never been free from 
fear and want. Their gods are cruel and revengeful. 
Their mediators are unfriendly and insufficient. They 
beheve that all things work together for their destruc­
tion and that after death, even for one who has done 
his best, there awaits only an uncertain and dreadful ex­
istence.

“And desiring to be fed with the crumbs.” The world 
is indeed hungry for the Bread of Life. From all of our 
overseas fields come numberless calls. Another teacher 
is desperately needed. A nurse must be rushed to the 
field. One more missionary couple must be sent to take 
the place of others who must leave because of illness or 
furlough. A chapel must be erected. A national worker 
must be sent. A school must be opened.

On every foreign field, overburdened missionaries toss 
restlessly at midnight hours because of the many open 
doors. One missionary may be burdened by the dying 
souls of the lost in the little fishing villages on the coast 
where there is not a single messenger of hght. Another 
is pressed sorely because of the children in a nearby 
slum area. They are potential preachers and teachers, 
yet left with none to guide their little feet. They are fast 
turning into drunkards, vagabonds, and criminals. An­
other is troubled by the outstretched hands of a group 
of isolated people needing medical aid. The pressure 
is always because of the lack of money and workers to 
enter that open door in village, city, or country.

And then there are many new voices reaching us 
these days. God has opened many doors. The Chinese 
in Manila, the island of Curacao, Panama, Portugal, 
Jamaica, Nyasaland, Spanish Honduras, New Guinea
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with her vast untouched population—all these and others 
are hungry. They beg for a few crumbs—a missionary, 
a chapel, a national worker.

Moreover the dogs come and lick their sores. While 
the Christian Church with her message of healing and 
her remedy for sin makes such slow progress toward 
preaching the gospel in all the world and to every crea­
ture, diabolical forces race forward with speed and in­
tensity throughout the entire world. They envelop 
whole nations. They blot out light. They offer stones 
for bread, revolt and bloodshed for peace and salvation.

“Give ye them to eat,” said the Master, as His heart 
was moved in compassion by the sight of the hungry mul­
titudes with nothing to eat. The need that day was over­
whelming. Five thousand hungry men beside women 
and children in a desert place presented an impossible 
problem to the few bewildered disciples. The supply was 
totally inadequate. Five barley loaves and two small 
fishes were their visible resources. No wonder Andrew 
asked, “What are they among so many?” Yet they all 
did eat and were filled, and they took up of the frag­
ments that remained twelve baskets full. What was the 
secret? The power of God in their midst. They gave 
their best to the Master; He broke the bread and blessed 
it and the supply abundantly outbalanced the need.

And so today, it is plainly evident that “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” 
is an impossible task in human strength alone. It is 
without dispute that the world is in terrible need. Our 
visible resources are totally inadequate, but the command 
is still the same, “Give ye them to eat.” Our adequacy, 
too, will be only in the power of God in our midst. If we 
put into the hands of the Master our best. He will break 
our bread and bless it and the supply will again abun­
dantly outbalance the need.
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The greatest need of the Church of the Nazarene, 
as I see it, is the power of God in our midst. Our leader­
ship is unexcelled. Our people are the best in the land. 
Our message is the needed message. Our organization, 
our methods, and our program are sufficient.

In this day of crisis, with its seething unrest and its 
wide-open doors, God is expecting the Church of the 
Nazarene to make an impact on the world. We should 
be turning “the world upside down.” We try hard. We 
grind early and late. Our leaders die of overwork. We 
create a lot of motion, but we move very slowly. Every­
where we are met with the fact, “There is not strength 
to bring forth.”

Our insufficiency reminds me of the old mill by which 
we ground our daily supply of corn in the early days of 
our work in Swaziland. The mill was a good piece of 
machinery. It gave more and better meal than we had 
when we ground our corn on stones. But the output was 
hopelessly inadequate. It took all our strength and eigh­
teen hours a day grinding to barely keep our mission 
from perpetual hunger. One day we bought a gasoline 
engine. We moved the mill close up to the engine. We 
harnessed them together with strong leather bands. When 
the engine began to turn, the mill poured out sack after 
sack of fine white meal. In a short time there was more 
meal than we could use. We ground for other Christians. 
We ground for the big camp crowd. We had plenty of 
time to grind for our heathen friends and neighbors. We 
were hooked up to power.

God is that power the Church of the Nazarene needs. 
We must move in close to Him through prayer. Inter­
cession, fasting, humbhng of ourselves, seeking His face, 
praying through take time and strength but they hook 
us up to power. D. L. Moody said: “I would rather be
able to pray like Daniel than to preach like Gabriel. If
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men know how to pray they know how to work for God.” 
And God himself said, “As soon as Zion travailed, she 
brought forth her children” (Isa. 66:8).

Knowing the impossibihty of accomplishing our task 
without that Presence and that power, it is no marvel that 
God wonders that there is no intercessor.

When the Master is in our midst we must put into 
His hands, for breaking and blessing, our best. Our “five 
barley loaves and two small fishes,” with which we are 
to feed the multitudes, is a tithe of the total income of 
the local church paid regularly and systematically into 
the lifehne budget.

The Bible says: And the priest the son of Aaron shall 
be with the Levites, when the Levites tahe tithes: and the 
Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the 
house of our God . . .  (Neh. 10:38-39).

When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes . . . 
then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, 
even a tenth part of the tithe. . . . Thus ye also shall offer 
an heave offering unto the Lord of all your tithes, which 
ye receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall give 
thereof the Lord’s heave offering to Aaron the priest. 
Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering 
of the Lord (Num. 18:26-29).

Every Nazarene knows that the tithe is the Lord’s. 
It is holy unto the Lord. Morover, everybody knows that 
real Nazarenes tithe. Even Nazarenes in foreign lands 
bring the tithe of all the seed, the fruit, the herd, the 
flock, the contents of the purse, and so forth into the 
storehouse of the Lord. Tithing is God’s financial plan 
for the church.

Nazarenes believe and practice storehouse tithing. 
God says, “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse.” 
We do not count gifts we give to our needy neighbor or 
to our favorite missionary as part of our tithes. We do
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not divide our tithes and use them in place of offerings. 
We pay tithes. We give offerings. We put our tithe into 
its envelope and bring it into the local church weekly.

The tithe of the tithes and offerings, where is it paid 
and to whom does it belong? The children of Israel 
brought their tithes and gifts into the storehouse and 
placed them in the hands of the Levites. The Levites 
gave a tithe of the tithes and gifts to Aaron. If the store­
house is the local church and the Levites are the preachers 
and workers, then it is certain that Aaron’s chamber is 
the general church, and the sons of Aaron are the offi­
cers and workers of the general church.

If a good Nazarene is supposed to bring weekly a 
tithe of his total income into the local church, should not 
a good Church of the Nazarene send weekly or monthly 
a tithe of its total income into the storehouse of the gen­
eral church?

“Bring ye all the tithes . . . and prove me . . .  if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it.” If all our people would bring regularly a tithe of 
their total income into the local church, there would be 
a bountiful supply to pay all local and district needs and 
regular apportionments. And if all our churches would 
send regularly—weekly or monthly—a tithe of their 
total income to our general treasurer at Kansas City, 
there would always be money enough to finance the gen­
eral church and pay monthly all obligations of the regular 
lifeline budget.

This plan would bring the poured-out blessings. It is 
Biblical. It was made by the aU-wise God. It is the 
easiest possible way to pay the General Budget. In case 
of war or depression, it will save us from retrenchment. 
Regular and systematic tithing is God’s plan for the gen­
eral church as well as for the local church. Co-operation
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of our total leadership in this God-given plan would 
place into the hands of the Master food that all might 
eat and be full, and the remaining fragments would be 
a bountiful supply for all our needs.

“If your soul were in my soul’s stead,” wailed Job, 
in days long past. “If your souls were in our souls’ stead,” 
could well be the wail of millions today. Were they in 
Christian America and we in dark heathen lands, were 
their children and their loved ones safe and full and 
rejoicing in God’s great salvation, while our children 
and our loved ones perished out there in the midnight of 
heathenism, what would we expect them to do about our 
hunger? What would God expect them to do?

God expects us to live in His presence continually so 
that He may break and bless our bread. He expects all 
of us to pay our tithes regularly and to give offerings 
generously into our local churches. And He expects 
every local church to pay her tithes regularly and to give 
generous offerings for world evangelism into the general 
church.

This earth is not our abiding place. “We brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out” (I Tim. 6:7). We cannot take a copper 
as accompanying baggage but we can send our riches on 
ahead of us. Christ said, “Lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven.”

If Jesus tarries we want to supply in this quadren- 
nium ten million dollars for world evangelism. There 
is no question about His ability to multiply our bread and 
fishes if we offer Him our best.

“Laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed.” 
The words of the Master to the Nazarenes today are 
the same words as those that were heard by the disciples 
on that Galilean hill long ago, “Give ye them to eat.”
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The Healing Urge of the Church

David Hynd, M.D.

. . . Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach­
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he 
was moved with compassion on them . . . Then saith he 
unto his disciples. The harvest truly is plenteous, but 
the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest 
(Matt. 9:35-38).

Our text reminds us of God’s great purpose for the 
redemption of the lost souls of men, its fulfillment in the 
coming of His Son to earth, and the reactions which His 
divine nature, when clothed with an earthly body like 
unto ours, manifested as He trod His earthly pilgrimage 
to initiate His plan of redemption and estabUsh His 
Church. The environment into which He came repre­
sented perhaps the highest moral standards of the world 
at the time, yet how bleak was the prospect as He went 
about all the cities and villages! The prophets had pic­
tured them as “the people which sat in darkness and 
“in the region and shadow of death,” and it was in Him 
that they were to see “great light.” He was not only the 
Lamb of God sent to die on the cross to atone for the sins 
of all mankind, but He became flesh and lived among us 
that His redeemed ones might see in Him the Divine 
Spirit at work in an earthly environment. They were 
to be the harbingers of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, and they were promised that the things He did
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they would do also. Indeed, He promised that they 
would accomplish greater works than He when He went 
to His Father and the same Divine Spirit would be in 
them, enabling them to initiate the great missionary 
movement in lands and environments w h e r e  the 
“darkness” and the “shadow of death” were to exceed 
all that He himself encountered.

The Divine Method
A  study of the earthly ministry of Christ reveals the 

importance which He placed in the presentation of His 
gospel upon the care of the sick and needy and the relief 
of human suffering. The message was to be glad tidings of 
great joy—the love of God to man, that whosoever would 
beheve in His Son should not perish but have everlasting 
life. The most convincing proof of the reality and power 
of that love was to be found in the reactions produced by 
that love in the lives of those who were to come into con­
tact with needy hearts of men in the presentation of the 
message. “But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com­
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
(I John 3:17.) “If a brother or sister be naked, and des­
titute of daily food, and one of you shall say unto them. 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstand­
ing ye give them not those things which are needful to the 
body; what doth it profit?” (Jas. 2:15-16.) The wel­
fare of man for time, the welfare of man for eternity 
engaged the whole attention of Christ. He went about 
continually doing good, and this “good” took especially 
the form of the healing ministry, which is also reflected 
in the missionary history of the early apostles and the 
Church.

“He was moved with compassion.” It is of the very 
nature of Christ, and therefore of those who are indwelt 
by His Spirit, to have a divine compassion for those suf-
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fering from diseased and maimed bodies. Linked with 
the preaching of the gospel and the teaching in the syna­
gogues was His tramping around the villages, manifest­
ing the spirit of His own rehgion, sympathizing with 
suffering humanity, and evincing His tender pity for the 
lost. When John the Baptist was in prison he sent two 
of his disciples to inquire whether Jesus was the Christ. 
Christ sent back the message: “Go and shew John . . .
the blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” This 
would be sufficient evidence to John that Christ had 
come. Into the sad earthly scene with its self-centered 
interests, a new order had been heralded where divine 
compassion flowed through the God-Man, Christ Jesus, 
and He was gathering around Him simple men who were 
born of His Spirit, and to whom He was saying when 
He sent them out from Him, “Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.”

When a certain lawyer came to Christ that he might 
learn the way of eternal life, Christ’s personal evange­
listic approach began with a reiteration of the command­
ment, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God . . . and thy 
neighbour as thyself,” followed by a convincing and con­
victing illustration of it in the story of the foreigner who 
bound up the wounds of him that fell among thieves, 
poured in oil and wine, set him on his own beast—took 
him to an inn, and spent his money that the wounded 
man might be cared for. Christ’s teaching also regarding 
the coming judgment contains the picture of the separa­
tion of the “sheep” from the “goats,” and to the sheep 
on the right hand He says, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” Who are these blessed of the 
Father? These are they who have fed the hungry, given

— 70—



drink to the thirsty, taken in the stranger, and visited the 
sick and those in prison. And the most telling part of the 
whole picture is the unconscious spontaneity of the serv­
ices thus rendered—“Lord . . . when saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto thee?” The healing urge 
is an essential and integral part of the divine nature in­
herent in the Word that was made flesh and dwelt among 
us, and imparted to all those who are born of His Spirit.

The Response of the Church
In the early days of the Christian Church there was 

no doubt whatsoever of its duty in the face of hmnan 
suffering and sickness. Peter, James, and John after 
Pentecost had the memory of the occasions when His in­
structions justified the urge which a divine compassion, 
engendered within their sanctified hearts, impelled them 
to implement in the face of the needs of those around 
them. They remembered the occasion when He “called 
unto him his twelve disciples, [and] he gave them power 
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” And how 
encouraged they had been when, with the increasing bur­
dens of this work and with the increase in the total num­
ber of workers, “the Lord appointed other seventy also, 
and sent them two by two before his face into every city 
and place”! His commission to them also was, “Into 
whatsoever city ye enter . . .  heal the sick that are therein, 
and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh 
unto you.”

The manner in which they fulfilled the commission is 
fully related in the inspired record in the Acts of the 
Apostles. “And by the hands of the apostles were many 
signs and wonders wrought among the people; . . . inso­
much that they brought forth the sick into the streets 
. . . There came also a multitude out of the cities round
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about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them 
which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were 
healed every one” (Acts 5:12-16). PhiHp’s great revival 
in the city of Samaria witnessed similar scenes when he 
“went down . . . and preached Christ unto them. And 
the people with one accord gave heed unto those things 
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud 
voice, came out of many . . . and many taken with pal­
sies, and that were lame, were healed. And there was 
great joy in that city” (Acts 8:5-8). And so on goes the 
story of this practical manifestation of the compassionate 
spirit of the gospel in the ministry of Barnabas, Paul, 
and Luke the physician.

As the Church grew, it spread this healing urge at 
work in men’s hearts, revolutionizing whole communi­
ties, and, as in those early days and now, caused the peo­
ple to give heed unto those things which were spoken. All 
the benevolent institutions and organizations which we 
almost take for granted in a modem Christian community 
bear testimony to the enlightening, regenerating power of 
the gospel with its spirit of divine compassion shed abroad 
by the Holy Ghost in the hearts of true followers of 
Christ. We have our hospitals for the sick, asylums for 
the insane and for the blind, refuges for the destitute, 
homes for the fallen and outcast, associations for the aged 
and poor, and agencies without number to meet every 
conceivable requirement.

Some have accused the Church of using these means 
as a mere camouflage to proselytize, but they have missed 
the mark. The accusation comes from those who, while 
selfishly accepting all that the gospel has brought to them 
in so-called Christian lands, are “strangers and foreigners” 
to the spirit of the gospel. The spirit of Christ at work 
in the Church necessarily expresses itself in its healing 
urge. As with the fair goddess of mythology who, wher-
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ever she went, had flowers of exquisite beauty spring 
up in her path, so wherever the gospel is preached in its 
divine comprehensiveness by living voice and loving 
deeds, there “the wilderness and the solitary place shall 
be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blos­
som as the rose.”

The healing urge of the Church has always been the 
most effective interpretation of the Christlike spirit to 
those who know Him not, and has always been an effec­
tive ministry in attracting men to be the followers of 
the One who gave it its birth in this sinful, selfish world.

The Need oj Today
“The harvest truly is plenteous.” With the advance of 

modern science, which in itself is largely a child of the 
gospel, there came a tendency for the Church to divorce 
its healing ministry from its program, and to hand 
over this function to the Christian state with its special­
ists in all branches of scientific endeavor. The heahng 
urge of the Church had penetrated the community as a 
leaven and in a large measure it could safely leave to the 
Christian pubhc opinion the carrying out of its duty to 
the afflicted. The heaUng urge of the Church was still 
there, however dormant it might seem. It took the birth 
of the great modem missionary movement to open up 
to her again the avenues through which that holy com­
passion might surge to those that were needy. After 
centuries of comparative missionary inactivity when the 
Church had reached to the confines of the then known 
world, the crossing of oceans and the rounding of conti­
nents by the explorers opened up new fields of endeavor 
where the healing urge of the Church burst forth into 
newness of life. The curtain was drawn aside to give to 
an astounded Church a vision of what had been going on 
among the majority of the earth’s inhabitants, for whom

— 73—



Christ died. The vision was a crushing one that aroused 
the Church from its complacency. No one did more to 
reveal “the open sore of the world” to Christian men and 
women than did Dr. David Livingstone, the medical mis­
sionary and explorer of Africa. In the heart of that sin- 
blighted moral waste early in the morning of the first of 
May, 1873, Dr. Livingstone was found in a crude little 
hut on his knees, his head buried in his hands on a pillow. 
The last feeble utterances of that final prayer, as his spirit 
was wafted home to God, are known only in heaven; but 
we can assume that, having seen the multitude of for­
saken heathen souls during his missionary travels in the 
unknown and dark recesses of the African continent, 
there was a blending with that selfsame spirit which 
moved the Son of God to compassion when He saw the 
multitudes, and, like his Master, Livingstone must have 
gotten a vision of a plenteous harvest for the sickles of the 
Church.

Missionaries went forth in response to the call for 
reapers. The call was to give to imprisoned souls the 
light and liberty which only the gospel can bring. They 
went not with any thought of caring for the sick and 
affhcted; but again, in the face of the gaping chasm of 
human need and with the urge of the Man of Galilee 
within their hearts, they followed His example “who 
went about doing good, and healing all that were op­
pressed of the devil.” The gradual development and main­
tenance of that spirit in the missionary enterprise has 
brought back to the Church that part of her ministry 
which is represented faithfully today by modern medical 
missions. Sickness and disease in the homes of non- 
Christian lands not only bring great physical pain and 
suffering but, in the absence of any knowledge of the 
cause of disease, open wide the door to all kinds of mental 
and physical anguish resulting from all the beliefs and 
practices based upon superstition and witchcraft. Thus
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the healing urge springing from that divine compassion 
is stimulated into action, not merely to bring physical 
relief, but to counteract all these evil influences which 
hold sway over the minds and spirits of men. Fortunate 
are those missions which have set up well-equipped hos­
pitals with a staff sharing His compassion, to combat the 
forces of darkness and to provide a sure support for 
the convert to lean upon with complete confidence when 
the billows of temptation to resort to the old, insidious, 
superstitious beliefs dash against his soul. Can it be other­
wise than that a ministry related as it is to a human need 
which apart from the gospel of Christ is met by the decep­
tions of the priests of magic has opened the barred doors 
of the hearts of men and communities to the preaching of 
the gospel?

The Call of Today
From the non-Christian lands of today comes a chal­

lenge to the healing urge of the Church that is pressing. 
The need is just as great as when the Church responded 
to Livingstone’s call. The speed with which that call 
was answered was governed by the pace of the steam­
ship and the ox wagon until recently. Now the speed 
is governed by the pace of the airplane and the motor 
car. When the writer responded to this call twenty-eight 
years ago, it took him three days by ox wagon to travel 
from one mission station in Swaziland to another. Now 
we can board an airplane in South Africa and in three 
days land in the United States, having traversed the 
length of Africa, part of Europe, and the Atlantic Ocean. 
Just as a few centuries ago the Church followed the 
explorers with the gospel message over the whole globe 
and has its missionaries in all lands, so now with these 
same lands brought to within a day’s journey of our doors 
the challenge is to increase the pace of the evangelization 
of these needy lands. As before at the beginning of the
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modern missionary era the vision of the need of the souls 
and bodies of those in non-Christian lands stimulated 
into activity the healing urge of the Church, so again 
will it burst forth into activity at a pace never before 
envisioned.

The task demands the best that the church can provide 
in equipment and in the character and the skill of those 
doctors and nurses who engage in the task. The divine 
compassion at work in the hearts of our young men and 
women in colleges, hospitals, and nursing schools will 
insure that there are not wanting those who will respond 
to the call. They will be men and women who, impelled 
by the heaUng urge of the church, will be both medical 
and missionary, consecrating their skill and learning to 
the service of Him who was at once the great Saviour 
and the great Healer and they will be wise to win souls 
for Him. The need of today is that the harvest is plen­
teous; the caU of today is that the laborers are so few 
to take advantage of the speed at which the task can now 
be accomphshed. The church has long been praying the 
Lord of the harvest to “send forth labourers into his 
harvest,” and God is answering her prayers and inclin­
ing the hearts of many accomphshed and devoted medical 
and nursing students to respond to the divine call.

This call to our young, potential medical missionaries 
to enter the field of medical evangelism through the 
church in her mission fields will have its counterpart 
in the sending churches. A true interest bom of the 
Spirit of Christ has led her into this great and needy 
sphere of service. She must not shrink from the serv­
ice for her Lord of which she had little dreamed. Thou­
sands in these heathen lands are depending solely upon 
her for the gospel with all the relief that it brings to 
soul and body. Her compassion and joy compel her to 
break the alabaster box of ointment over her Master 
irrespective of the cost. The Good Samaritan, when
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confronted with the cost of the task which his compas­
sion had led him into, said, “Take care of him; and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, 
I will repay thee.” So must it be with us if the laborers 
are to be sent forth into His harvest in a quantity and 
with a speed that are the challenge of today in the church. 
**Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest.”



The Therapeutic Value of Missions
E arl Lee

The doctrine of healing is both  Biblical and popular. 
Today everyw here people are  in terested  in staying well. 
Since the  last w ar we have heard  a g reat deal about 
various types of therapy . M any m en who have come 
back from  the ho rro rs of w ar have been healed through 
the use of therapy. The dictionary declares th a t th e ra ­
peutics “is pertain ing to the healing a r t.” Even so, there 
is a healing value in  the  message of missions. T here are 
individuals in  some churches th a t a re  stunted, crippled 
in  th e ir  souls, ill spiritually . T here are churches tha t 
have not had  a norm al grow th for several years. They 
have been tied  down to local conflicts for so long that 
they  are  really  ill. F o r such as these I declare th a t there 
is heahng in  the message of missions. I m ean no t only 
foreign missions w hen I say missions, bu t missions as Jesus 
m eant in  A cts 1:8. H e was ready to ascend to His 
F ather. These last w ords w ould be all-im portant and 
they  w ere: “B ut ye shall receive power, afte r th a t the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto  m e both  in  Jerusalem , and in all Judaea, and in 
Sam aria, and unto  the u tterm ost p a rt of the ea rth .” H ere 
is a complete circle, Jerusa lem  and around the world; for 
actually  there  are no divisions to the subject and the 
cause of missions. Only for our own convenience and the 
accom plishm ent of our task  do w e divide missions into 
home and foreign. B u t these two lines should bend at 
e ither end un til they  become a circle.

W hen one has been touched w ith  the message of the 
M aster he finds healing: healing for the  soul, the eyes.
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the hands, and the  feet. Conversion calls for a change, a 
m ade-over m an, a m an healed. This healing a r t  w orks 
first of all in  the  soul.

In  Ezek. 36:25, 26 we read: “T hen will I sprinkle clean 
w ater upon you, and ye shall be clean: from  all your 
filthiness, and from  all you r idols, will I cleanse you. A  
new  h ea rt also w ill I give you, and a new  sp irit wiU I 
pu t w ithin you: and I w ill take aw ay the  stony h ea rt out 
of your flesh, and I w ill give you an h ea rt of flesh.” The 
expression “stony h ea rt” is tru ly  a vivid description of 
our w orld’s condition today—stony, lifeless, dead. We see 
people pushing th e ir w ay over one another, anything to 
get ahead. The o ther m an’s feelings do not m atter; only 
success counts. This is o u r world. Such m en are in 
need of heahng. M en re tu rn  from  battlefields w ith  
hearts of stone; b u t there  a re  people who have to  face 
the  battles of life in  personal contacts and in  the  business 
w orld who have been  affected to the  ex ten t th a t now th e ir 
hearts are stony. A nd this carries over into the  life 
of the  church. Once they  w ere ablaze w ith  a new  love, 
bu t now they  need healing. B u t w hat a m iracle of heal­
ing it is w hen C hrist comes! He touches the  soul and 
the person is transform ed. The stony h ea rt goes. Stone 
replaced by flesh, w arm th  for coldness, life for death, 
cleansing for the  filthiness of selfishness—Jesus on the  
throne!

One day I was standing beside a  young Indian  in  one 
of our outstations. The studen ts of the Bible school had 
ju st conducted a service and the  pastor called for one 
of the laym en of the  church, an  old m an, to come to  the  
fron t and dismiss the  service. As the  m an lifted his 
face and h ea rt tow ard heaven, Jesus came down to bless. 
The young m an beside me was weeping; in  fact, th ere  
w ere very  few dry  eyes in  th a t little  church. The p ray er 
was supposed to have closed the  B ible school rally, bu t 
instead a t the  close of th is p ray er we w anted  to  rem ain
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fo r a w hile longer to praise God. W hen we finally left 
the  church  the young m an who had  been weeping be­
side m e introduced m e to his father, the old m an who 
prayed  heaven down, and the  th ree  of us w ent into his 
home, ju s t a  grass hu t. I was the one to benefit by tha t 
visit, fo r this old m an had  not always prayed to  God in 
the  nam e of Jesus. H is son told m e th a t for years he 
hated  Christians, and did not w ant the  m issionaries to 
come to  his village. B u t the Holy S pirit began to work, 
for the  seed, “w hich is the  w ord of God,” had  been planted 
and was beginning to  w ork. He yielded to Christ, and 
in  spite of g reat persecution becam e a  firm  and rad ian t 
Christian. H e had  been healed  by C hrist and now had a 
h ea rt of flesh.

The h ea rt of flesh is the  h ea rt filled w ith  compassion. 
Compassion is “love w ith  pain.” D r. J . H. Jo w ett said, 
“To love those who love you is good; to love your neighbor 
is better; b u t to love those who do no t love you is best.” 
“Seeing ye have purified y o u r souls in  obeying the  tru th  
th rough the  Sp irit un to  unfeigned love of the b rethren , 
see th a t ye love one ano ther w ith  a pu re  h ea rt fervently” 
(I Pet. 1 :22). A  m issionary-m inded church is no t only 
the  church  th a t has paid the G eneral B udget b u t it is the 
church  w here one can find some of the  characteristics 
w hich m ade th e  E arly  C hurch  the  pow er of the  then  
know n world. I t  is a  w arm  church, no t according to the 
therm ostat on the  wall, b u t according to P e te r’s statem ent 
given above: “love of the  b re th ren  . . .  fervently .” Have 
the  message and the mission of Jesus really  come to  your 
h eart?  Is th ere  the  h ea rt of flesh, o r is your h ea rt crusted  
over w ith  coldness, legalism, and hardness? I t  need 
no t be, fo r u n d er His wings th e re  is w arm th  beside His 
h ea rt of flesh.

In  the  sam e th irty -six th  chap ter of Ezekiel the prophet 
goes on to te ll how  the  healing art, having been applied, 
w orks ou t in  life. In  verse 36 he w rites: “T hen the
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heathen  th a t are left round  about you shall know  th a t 
I the Lord build  the  ru ined  places, and  p lan t th a t th a t 
was desolate: I the Lord have spoken it, and I w ill do
it.” B u t don’t stop reading here, for chap ter 37 tells the 
thrilling  story of the coming of hfe to d ry  bones. W here 
you find a m essenger w ith  a w arm  h ea rt prophesying to 
d ry  bones, those bones w ill come together and breathe.

Healing for the  soul is m ost im portant, and if this 
takes place, the eyes should also be touched. In  John  
4:35 Jesus declares, “L ift up  your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they  are w hite already  to harvest.” Cast-down 
eyes can never see w hitened harvest fields, no r can they  
even see across the  street. Jesus knew  this and de­
clared th a t the  eyes m ust be healed so th a t th ey  can 
look up and see the harvest fields. The eye cast down is 
the  eye of the discouraged, selfish, and self-centered 
person. The devil has a w ay of m aking us look a t our­
selves, o u r troubles, o u r pains and problem s and  in  so 
doing we forget the  rest of the w orld as they  die w ithout 
Jesus and His heahng message. B u t Jesus said. Forget 
yourself by looking up  and away.

R em em ber how Joshua was faced w ith  a very  hum ili­
ating defeat? Ai, the  sm all city, had  surprised  him. His 
best m en had been defeated because they  had  said, “L et 
not all the people go up  . . . m ake not all the  people to 
labour th ither; for they  are b u t few.” U nsanctified self- 
confidence is alw ays dangerous. W e see Joshua defeated 
and in  sackcloth and ashes, spraw led out on the  ground, 
praying. B u t God surprised  Jo sh u a  by failing to give 
him  sym pathy. Instead, H e said, “G et thee up; w here­
fore liest thou thus upon thy  face?” In  o ther words. He 
was saying to the  g reat Joshua: “W ith your head  in  the 
dirt, and your eyes covered over w ith  your h ttle  hands, 
you can never see w hat I have for you to  do. A ll you 
can see now  is Joshua and defeat. G et up! L ift up  
your eyes!”
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C ontinuous introspection is also dangerous. There is 
a place in grace w here we know  the  m eaning of w hat the 
Psalm ist said, “Com mit thy  w ay unto  the Lord; tru s t also 
in  him; and  he shall bring  it to  pass.” We can be so busy 
about o u r own selves, o u r own church, and our personal 
problem s th a t we have “ingrow ing eyes.” B u t w hen we 
look up, it is am azing how  o u r own problem s which 
seem ed so g reat a little  while ago now  seem sm all w hen 
we look on the  w hitened fields. We th rill a t the  realiza­
tion th a t the reaping of th a t harvest depends on us and 
living is m ade worth-w hile. “W here th ere  is no vision, 
the  people perish ,” is an  oft-repeated w arning. B u t this 
applies to ourselves as well as to those we should reach. 
We w ill perish  w ithout a vision. God w ill bless the self­
less person and the  selfless church, b u t the selfish m an and 
church  wiU hve and  die in  vain. One honest look a t the 
needy w orld w ith  its ou tstretched  arm s will bring  health  
to  the  eyes.

W hen one’s eyes are healed he n a tu ra lly  w ants to find 
som ething to do. We now see how  the  message of m is­
sions w ill heal the  hands. The hands do the  w ork— 
laborers—and Jesu s  com m anded th a t w e should p ray  
th a t the  L ord of the  harvest should send fo rth  laborers 
into the field. In  Isa. 54:2, 3 th e  prophet m akes a  strong 
statem ent about handw ork: “E nlarge th e  place of thy  tent, 
and le t them  stre tch  fo rth  the  curta ins of th ine habita­
tions: spare not, lengthen th y  cords, and strengthen  thy  
stakes; for thou  shalt b reak  fo rth  on the  righ t hand  and 
on the  left.” Enlarge, stre tch  forth , spare not, lengthen, 
s trengthen—all of these involve handw ork. A nd to  do 
th is the  hands m ust be healed. “Lord, w hat w ill You 
have m e to do?” is a question asked by every  genuine 
C hristian. A nd such a person leaves the  answ er to  the 
Lord. The answ er will no doubt eventually  involve the 
hands. Sanctified hands will do th e  w ork  asked of them , 
and will join w ith  o ther hands to accomplish w hat needs
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to  be done. H ealed hands wiU w ork on th a t church, pass 
out those special Heralds, knock on those doors, sign 
those checks, alw ays lay aside the tithe, and m in ister in  
m any loving w ays to needy hearts. “W henever I feel 
the w heels begin to drag  in  m y church,” said a successful 
pastor, “I get up  and ra ise a few  hun d red  dollars for 
missions.” He w ent on to say, “I t ’s good for the  people 
and m akes them  forget them selves.” This too is hard  
work!

“Spare not,” w ere the w ords of Isaiah. Go beyond the 
hum an calculation. P lan  tow ard  to ta l victory. G ive m ore 
th an  you figure you can give, and see w hat w ill happen. I t  
seems to be a  law  of life th a t w e have g rea te r in te rest in  
those realm s in  w hich we m ake the  m ost investm ent. The 
m an who has never invested a good sum  of m oney or 
m ade a rea l sacrifice in  the  cause of souls around  the 
w orld will no doubt find an  excuse fo r not attending the  
m issionary service w hen the  re tu rn ed  m issionary comes 
to h is church. The one who has invested tim e, prayers, 
and dollars, rolled those bandages, sen t ou t parcels, and 
read  th e  m issionary books w ill come to the  m issionary 
service and  be on the  fron t seat. W hy? H e w ants to 
see w hat the  investm ent of the years has b rough t to pass. 
God give us calloused hands, hands used  to build  and 
to give in  the kingdom  of God.

I have seen the  Ind ian  “holy m en.” Some have w ith­
ered  hands. These hands had  been held in  one position 
for so long a  tim e th a t they  had  become useless, w ith­
ered. A  w ithered  hand is one th a t has dried  up  because 
of inactivity. Jesus m et a  m an w ith  a  w ithered  hand. 
To th a t m an H e said, “S tre tch  fo rth  th ine hand .” A nd 
the m an did the  impossible because he  had  co\u*age to 
obey the  M aster. The w ithered  hand  becam e alive, new, 
and the m an w ent aw ay w ith  life in  th e  hand  th a t had 
been useless. Is your C hristian  experience w ithered? 
T here hasn’t  been life for a long tim e? To you the  Mas-
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te r  says, “S tre tch  fo rth  th ine hand .” Do w hat you con­
sider impossible and see w hat happens. N ew  life will 
come to you and hence to your church. W ithered hands 
m ean defeat and dism al failure. The hands m ust be 
healed.

We read  in  Rom. 10:13-15, “F or w hosoever shall call 
upon th e  nam e of the L ord  shall be saved. How then  
shall they  call on him  in  whom  they  have not believed? 
and how shall they  believe in  him  of w hom  they  have not 
heard? and how shall they  hear w ithout a preacher? 
and how  shall they  preach, except they  be sent? as it is 
w ritten . How beautifu l a re  the  feet of them  th a t preach 
the  gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”

One of the  last commands of Jesus was, “Go ye into 
all the  w orld, and p reach  the  gospel to every creatu re .” 
To go m eans sanctified feet willing to be sent on any mis­
sion the M aster chooses. We are all fam iliar w ith  the 
phrase “occupation force.” A ll around the  w orld m en 
have been stationed in  the  nam e of the  U nited  S tates of 
Am erica. B u t fa r exceeding th is cause is the  necessity 
of placing the  best youth  of our church  in places of service 
and sacrifice for the cause of Jesus C hrist. The open door 
of occupation w ill not always be ajar. Jesus said, “Occupy 
till I come,” and in the reading in  the  M arath i New Testa­
m ent we find, “U ntil I come m ake business.”

The Ind ian  preacher inform ed the  m issionary tha t 
th ere  was a group of people in  a nearby  village ready 
for baptism . The m issionary had  never even heard  th a t 
w ork was being done in  th a t place eight miles from  
the national p reach er’s home. A fter asking several 
questions he found th a t this p reacher had  been taking a 
group of his people tw ice a w eek across the  fields, w alking 
eight miles, and the people w itnessed to these who had 
never heard  about Jesus. The m issionary investigated 
and found th a t a w onderful w ork had  been done and the
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people w ere ready  for baptism . H ealing had come to the 
soul, eyes, hands, and feet and  therefore o thers had  heard.

In  a story w ritten  in  a cu rren t m agazine, forty  m en 
w ere being flown hom e from  K orea on em ergency leave 
due to illness in th e ir own homes. B u t ju st outside 
B ritish  Colum bia the  plane crashed in  shallow w ater. 
H ere it was w inter. Slowly the  plane began to settle  into 
the  icy w ater and w ith  it, one by  one, the m en w ent down 
u n til only seven rem ained w ith  arm s locked together on 
the tail of the  plane. Ju s t  before the rescue team  came, 
the w rite r says: “A  fellow holding our one flashlight was 
waving it up  and down hoping someone w ould spot it. I 
thought, ‘Well, le t’s try  blinking an  S O S.’ So I bor­
row ed the light and blinked it over and over un til my 
fingers w ouldn’t  w ork  any more. (L a te r we learned  th a t 
a resident of the  nearby  village had  seen o u r Ught as he 
looked ou t of the  window of h is living room. B ut he 
thought it was a steam ship due in  from  the  m ainland nex t 
morning, so, afte r gazing at it a m om ent, he  paid no m ore 
heed and re tu rn ed  to his cozy fire.) ” As never before, to 
each of us th ere  are  coming S O S  (Save O ur Souls) 
signals from  all over the world. W e have the  message; 
we have the money. God give us men! “O ur ability  is 
the m easure of our responsibility.”

A  young lad was saved in  a Chicago mission. His 
fam ily was poor and the little  fellow knew  very  little  love. 
His parents did not care if he came to the  mission o r not, 
so w hen he did come he was d irty  and disheveled. His 
coat was ta ttered , his shoes w ere very  thin, his h a ir was 
long. One w intry , snowy night he came to the  mission. 
H e enjoyed the  service, fo r he  did love Jesus. As he 
pushed his way out, a well-dressed m an looked down 
on him. He had  seen him  for several w eeks now, and 
the  m an said, “Say, boy, if God th inks so m uch of you, 
why doesn’t  He tell someone to give you a w arm  coat 
and a pair of shoes?” T hat little  fellow w ith  the d irty
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face looked up  a t th a t thoughtless m an and a  te a r  m ade 
a  clean line down his face as he  said, “M ister, I  th ink  God 
does te ll somebody, b u t som ebody forgets.”

Go! “A ny direction as long as it is fo rw ard” was 
the  m otto of D avid Livingstone. To go does not only m ean 
the  accepting of the  challenge of th e  foreign fields. Some­
tim es th is is fa r m ore glam orous to  the superficial glance 
th an  the  needy people around  us. To go m eans w e are 
w ilhng to  be sent across the  seas or across the  street. 
God does not call one to the  “u tterm ost p a r t” who has not 
been a w ilhng and successful m issionary in  his local J e ru ­
salem. The voice of opportun ity  is m any tim es the  voice 
of God. Open doors m ean advance. W e cannot do this 
w ithout healed and  sanctified souls, eyes, hands, and 
feet.

— 86—



A  World"wide Obligation

C. Warren Jones

I am debtor . . .  I am ready . . .  I am not ashamed . . . 
(Rom. 1:14-16).

One of the problems that confronted the Apostle Paul 
was his debt to the world. “I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to 
the unwise” (Rom. 1:14). He had a goal in mind—to 
reach Rome. He wrote, “I must also see Rome” (Acts 19: 
21). In his persecution and trial before the Jews, he 
appealed to Caesar. Using this strategy, he had secured 
free passage with all expenses paid. He had several 
reasons for including Rome in his itinerary. The Lord 
had told him that he was to be a witness in Rome. “So 
must thou bear witness also at Rome” (Acts 23:11). He 
was quick to see the advantages of getting to the world’s 
capital. The Romans had built good highways. It was 
literally true that all roads led to Rome. The result was 
that many of all nations migrated to this world center. 
This would give Paul an opportunity that he could not 
enjoy in any other city of that day. When he finally 
made the long and hazardous journey, it looked like a 
colossal blunder. But he looked forward to it as one 
of momentous victory. On his arrival the Romans saw 
him as a prisoner of Caesar, but Paul declared that he 
was a “prisoner of the Lord.”

“I Am Debtor”
Debtorship is a fundamental law of life. There are 

those who boast that they are not in debt to any man.
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They are mistaken. It may be that we do not have a single 
financial obligation, and yet we are in debt to those who 
have gone before us, to our ancestors, and to all the good 
people that have touched our hves. We are in debt to 
great religious leaders who have handed down to us such 
a wonderful heritage.

Men instinctively desire to pass on that which they 
have received. The physician discovers a new cure for 
tuberculosis. Does he keep it to himself? No, he wants 
everyone to know of his marvelous discovery. He feels 
indebted to everyone that is afflicted with this dread 
disease. So it is that people are debtors. They have re­
ceived, not that they alone may be benefited, but in 
receiving they become debtors to others.

Paul the Apostle possessed a Christian philosophy of 
life. He knew why God had saved him. He could still 
hear the words of Jesus ringing in his ears, “Saul, Saul, 
why persecutes! thou me? . . .  it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks.” He tells of his Damascus road 
commission, in Acts: “And I said. Who art thou. Lord?
and he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutes!. But 
rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a 
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will appear unto thee; de­
livering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me” (Acts 26:14-18). Paul received 
the gospel and realized that he was a debtor to other 
people.

Not only so, but he knew to whom he was a debtor: 
not only to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles. He was
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to carry the gospel to those that heretofore he had hated 
and despised. “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 
That included all men everywhere, regardless of race, 
color, education, or station in life.

The principle of debtorship is basic to the cause of 
missions. One is not going to get very far with the 
spread of the gospel without the plank, “I am debtor,” 
in his platform. It has been a dominant element in every 
missionary call. Paul was constrained to go because he 
was indebted to the people. He declared, I must see 
Rome.” He felt sure that he had a debt to pay to the 
people that lived in Rome. Livingstone saw his indebt­
edness to the people of Africa: Carey, to the people of 
India; and Morrison, to the hordes of China.

“I Am Ready”
Being a missionary or a supporter of the cause is not 

something that we have to do. If we labor or give only 
of compulsion, we have missed the mark. It was not so 
with the great apostle. He splashed over in his soul, 
and cried out, “I am ready.” The Revised Standard Ver­
sion reads, “I am eager” to engage in a fervent conquest 
for souls. The word fervent means “red-hot,” and so he 
was both eager and anxious to enter into a red-hot con­
quest for the furtherance of the gospel. In connection with 
this definite and bold assertion, we notice something that 
bespeaks his sincerity. Listen to him: So, as much as
in me is.” He had nothing like a feeble or average effort 
in mind. His consecration was complete. He was willing 
to give his all, his very life. With all of his redeemed 
powers he was willing to go and eager to preach. He 
knew something of the road that lay ahead. He had already 
sensed and measured the opposition. He could already see 
the storm clouds on the horizon. He knew that his life was
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in the balance. In spite of it all, he saw the Invisible 
One, raced to the battlefield, and hailed with delight the 
opportunity of preaching the gospel to a world and es­
pecially that city known as Rome.

For some it means nothing short of service on the 
foreign field. Young people receive the call and are 
possessed of a divine urge to go as missionaries. This 
must be more than a passing fancy, more than a desire for 
a trip abroad. Here is one place where consecration 
must be complete. There must be a burning desire or 
eagerness to go forth, to spend and be spent in a holy 
conquest to reach men with the gospel. That is what 
led Schmelzenbach to give his Hfe for the black people 
of Africa and made Anderson willing to spend forty 
years in Guatemala. That eagerness and burning de­
sire caused Esther Carson Winans to give her life for the 
Aguaruna Indians of Peru. Does God have one type of 
consecration for the missionaries and a milder or less 
exacting type for the laymen in the homeland? No, what 
He requires of one He requires of all. “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren [laymen as well as ministers] . . .  that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 
God desires us in our service on the home front to enter 
into or engage in a fervent or red-hot conquest with 
eagerness of spirit that will meet no defeat. Our praying 
for revivals, for souls, and the great missionary program 
must be more than the fulfilling of a routine obligation. 
It must be something more than saying prayers. It must 
be that effectual pouring out of our very souls in prayer 
for the salvation of the lost.

We need those who are eager and wilhng to carry the 
burden for the success of our missionary efforts. Many 
people are leaving the missionaries to carry the burden. 
We are persuaded that God would even things up. He 
is anxious for our people, men as weU as women, who
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make up the home front to get their shoulders under the 
load.

Again, we need to promote missions. Here is a place 
where everyone can play a part. We must know some­
thing of what we are doing and what we want to do. We 
must by reading and prayer fan the missionary sparks 
of our spiritual being until the missionary cause bums 
and glows, until we are enthusiastic and captivated with 
the idea of reaching men with the gospel.

Then there is the matter of financial giving. This 
must be more than a duty, more than a tax, and 
more than a cold budget. God would have us to lift 
our eyes and “look on the fields; for they are white al­
ready to harvest.” It is what our budget dollars do, or 
the exchange that we make from the material to the 
spiritual. Souls were never more valuable than they 
are now. We can exchange our money for souls. 
That is something to get excited about. Money will 
rust, decay, lose its value, and slip through our 
fingers. Souls saved through the blood of the Lamb 
wiU hve forever. That is enough to take out the grudge 
and any unwillingness to give. That is enough to loosen 
the purse strings and cause us to give willingly and 
hilariously to save the heathen.

A fervent, wholehearted conquest to reach the dying 
milhons of earth will win not only the battle but the 
war. Many people are at ease in Zion. They have little 
or no concern, to say nothing about a burden. They are 
indifferent to the challenge that confronts the church. 
They look upon missions as a side issue, something new 
that the church has undertaken in recent years. They 
fail to see that missions was the task given the Early 
Church. Jesus Christ gave the disciples and those early 
laymen just one thing to do and that was to give the gospel 
to the people of earth. We believe that Jesus meant what 
He said when He threw down the challenge, “Go ye into
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all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
The Early Church entered upon a world-wide crusade. 
They went everywhere giving out the Good News. They 
did not go in a cold, halfhearted manner as if they were 
driven to the task. Rather, they went from the Upper 
Room, filled with the Holy Ghost and with burning hearts, 
in one mighty, fervent conquest. Their zeal and fer­
vency knew no bounds. They refused to look at diffi­
culties. They hurdled all obstacles and headed into the 
most fierce opposition and persecution. Their testimonies 
and preaching were anointed of the Spirit. Their sermons 
were hke red-hot coals. They were branded as drunken 
men. Their fervency burned and blazed a trail in all 
lands. A spiritual tornado swept the known world.

In our day we will succeed with nothing less. A 
halfhearted effort and we will never reach God’s goal 
for us. We may make much noise and waste ammunition, 
but the results will be nil. The opposition is great and 
well organized. The enemy is not going to give ground 
to any feeble effort put forth by the church. It will take 
more than organization and more than money. It will 
take burdened hearts and a burning soul passion. It 
will take an all-out war if we are going to win for God 
and the church and reap a harvest of souls.

“I Am Not Ashamed”
Paul had a firm confidence which undergirded his 

missionary passion, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that beheveth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek.” He wanted to pay his debt and was eager to 
witness for Christ, because of his unwavering confidence 
in the gospel. He knew that there was power in the 
gospel. His own experience was evident proof. He saw 
the value of Christian experience. Before the Damascus 
road incident, he was the “chief of sinners.” Now he
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was “a new creature in Christ Jesus.” He was confident 
that what the gospel had done for him it would do for 
others.

Paul’s confidence in the gospel was a mighty bulwark 
to his faith. We must back up our missionary efforts with 
faith, which is the basic element in our religion. Great 
faith will enable us to accomplish the seemingly impos­
sible. Faith will bridge the chasms, remove the mountains, 
and make a way where there is no way. If we present 
faith, God will honor it and we will have the realization
of our askings.

We must have faith in our task. We must realize that 
it is God-given, that the gospel is still the power of God 
unto salvation, and that it is the only hope of reaching 
a lost world. Educating the heathen is good, but it will 
not suffice. Raising their standard of living is not enough. 
Trying to Americanize them is time wasted. God has 
called us to the task of transforming lives, getting them out 
of darkness into light. Our faith should give us a harvest 
of souls and thus make us conquerors in heathen lands. 
God has called us to the task and that is proof in itself 
that He wants to give us the victory. God is reasonable. 
He never calls His people to do the impossible. When 
He called us to the task. He knew that we could do it.

We should thank God and rejoice that we can have a 
part in this Kingdom work. True, it is freighted with 
great responsibility, but the carrying out of the Great 
Commission brings not only salvation to those that sit in 
darkness but blessings to our own hearts and hves. The 
building of the Kingdom is the most important thing in 
the world. It overtops the acquiring of knowledge or the 
accumulating of wealth. This glorious work is the most 
important of the important things known to men.

Like Paul, we are infatuated with the gospel. It is 
the most powerful force in the world. The leaders of 
communism make their boasts, but the teachings of Lenin,
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Marx, and Stalin are but ropes of sand, vain philosophies, 
and ideologies based on false premises. In their day they 
declared that there was no God, but long before this they 
have had a change of mind. That God-rejecting crowd 
dreams of banishing the Church and conquering the 
world. They are due for a sad disappointment. Chris­
tianity, which is bulwarked by the gospel, is the most 
powerful force in the world. It has the backing of God 
Almighty, who has all power both in heaven and in earth. 
With the preaching of the gospel, we are winning and 
shall continue to win.

The task is important and the challenge is so tremen­
dous that we as Nazarenes cannot sit on the side hnes. 
Others may be spectators, mere onlookers, but that is 
not our role. We are called to be crusaders, to put our­
selves in the forefront of the battle to get men out of the 
darkness of the night and into the hght of a beautiful and 
glorious day. It is not just a duty but a high privilege and 
an honor to be “labourers together with him.” Having that 
which a lost world needs, we, like the Apostle Paul, are 
indebted to give the gospel to just as many people as we 
can possibly reach. If Paul was a debtor, then we are 
debtors. He spent his life in paying his debt to mankind. 
God expects no less of us. We are not here just to enjoy 
our religion. We are here to pass it on to the poor, be­
nighted millions of earth.

Must I he carried to the skies 
On flow’ry beds of ease,

While others fought to win the prize,
And sailed thro’ bloody seas?

Sure, I must fight if I would reign;
Increase my courage. Lord.

I’ll hear the toil, endure the pain.
Supported by Thy Word.
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